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This  VOLUME  of  a  Work,  intended  for  diffufing  the 
Knowledge  of  Medical  and  Philosophical 
Discoveries, 

TO  HIS  GRACE 

H  E  N  R  Y 

•  V 

DUKE  of  BUCCLEUGH, 

Who,  while  he  is  defervedly  Eminent  for  many  other 
Virtues,  ha,s  merited  and  obtained  Efleem,  as  a  Lo¬ 
ver  and  Patron  of  Scienqe. 


Non  ego  te  mcis 
Chart!?  inornatum  filebo, 

Totve  tuos  patiar  labores 

Impvmc - carpcre  lividas 

Oblivion.es,  eft  animus  tibi 
Rerurrque  prudens  et  Rcundis 
TcmporibiiSj  dubiifque  rectus.  Ho.r.v*. 
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P  R  E  F  A  C 


E. 


AT  the  commencement  of  our  laft  vo¬ 
lume,  we  mentioned  feveral  circum- 
ftances  which  we  forefaw  would  neceffarily 
tend  to  retard  the  publication  of  the  fubfe- 

i 

quent  parts  of  it.  We  were  neither,  how¬ 
ever,  fully  aware  of  the  extent  to  which 
thefe  circumftances  would  operate,  nor  did 
we  then  dread  other  accidents  which  have 
fmce  had  a  fhare  in  producing  the  fame  ef¬ 
fect.  The  conduct  of  every  part  of  this 
work  depends  fo  much  upon  Dr  Duncan, 
that,  whatever  prevents  him  from  attending 
to  it,  mud  neceffarily  retard  the  publication. 
And,  while  for  two  years  paft,  by  much  the 
greateft  part  of  his  time  has  been  occupied 
in  academical  labours,  he  has  alfo  fuffered 
no  inconfiderable  diftrefs  from  circumltances 
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of  a  more  private  nature.  Thofe  who  are 
themfelves  parents  need  not  be  told  what  muft 
be  the  flate  of  mind  of  an  affectionate  father 
on  the  death  of  a  beloved  daughter.  We  hope, 
therefore,  that  no  farther  apology  will  be 
neceffary  to  any  of  our  readers  for  the  late  ir¬ 
regularities  in  the  publication  of  this  work. 
We  likewife  trufl  that  thefe  circumftances  will 
fufficiently  excufe  us  with  feveral  ccrrefpon- 
dents  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  valuable 

communications;  and  who  mav,  perhaps, 
imagine  that  thefe  favours  have  not  been  ac¬ 
knowledged  with  that  attention  which  they 
merited.  Although  their  letters  have  remain-* 
ed  imanfwered,  yet  they  have  not  been  o- 
verlooked  ;  and  mo  if  of  them  will  appear  in 
future  numbers,  in  the  order  in  which  it 
fhall  be  thought  moil  proper  to  introduce 
them. 

From  the  circumftances  which  we  have 
now  mentioned,  it  may,  perhaps,  he  imagi¬ 
ned  that  we  do  not,  at  prdent,  hand  in  need 

of  medical  obfervations,  and  that  thefe,  were 

they 
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they  even  trfmfinitted  to  us,  could  not  appear 
tor  fome  time.  Although,  however,  we  have 
been  favoured  with  feveral  communications, 
in  our  judgment  to  be  efleemed  valuable 
ones,  which  we  have  not  now  room  to  in- 


fert,  yet  we  think  it  our  duty  not  to  omit 


the  prefent  opportunity  of  (eliciting  farther 
affiflance.  With  this  intention,  it  is  only 
neceffary  to  remind  every  attentive  practi¬ 
tioner,  who  is  duly  influenced,  either  by 
principles  of  humanity,  or  a  fenfe  of  duty  to 
the  public,  that  the  advantages  firiii ng  Iron! 
any  interefting  medical  obfervation,  wail  be 
much  augmented  from  its  being  fpeedi’y 
and  generally  known.  And  that,  when  fuch 
obfervations  are  not  loon  put  into  a  proper 


channel  tor  the  purpofe  of  publication*  they  are 
but  too  frequently  loft.  On  our  part,  we  may 


venture  to  allure  thofe  who  {hall  favour  us 
with  their  affiftance,  that,  if  their  communica¬ 


tions  be  not  hereafter  properly  and  reeularlv 

I  A.  ✓  O  / 

acknowledged,  it  (hail  proceed  from  fome 
cause,  affording  an  excuse  fufficiently  valid. 
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Vill 

After  the  interruptions  which  have  already- 
taken  place  with  regard  to  this  publication* 
we  will  not  again  promife,  what,  perhaps,  * 
we  may  be  unable  to  perform.  It  is  our 
intention,  however,  and  will  be  our  endea¬ 
vour,  to  publifh  at  regular  intervals, .  a  vo¬ 
lume,  confifting  of  four  parts,  every  year. 
But,  fhould  the  appearance  of  future  num¬ 
bers  of  this  work  be  at  any  time  unavoidably 
retarded,  none  of  our  readers  will,  we  hope, 
from  thence  infer  that  the  work  is  difconti- 

i 

nued. 

That  the  three  fir  ft  volumes  of  this  work 
have  been  attended  w  ith  no  inconfiderahle  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  medical  world,  is,  we  prefume, 
but  a  fair  eonclufion,  from  an  exfeniive  and 
increahng  fale.  And  we  are  happy  to  think, 
that  we  have  now  the  profpedt  of  being 
vable  to  render  the  enfuing  parts  of  it  ftill 
more  ufeful  than  the  former  ones.  Since 
thefe  Commentaries  have  been  tranflated  in¬ 
to  the  German  language,  we  have  received 
kind  offers  of  affiftance  from  foreign  phyfi- 


cians 
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IX 


dans  of  eminence  in  different  parts  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  From  their  aid  we  expedt  that  this 
.  publication  will  derive  many  advantages. 
And  the  communications  which  we  have  al¬ 
ready  received  from  Dr  Hahn  of  Leyden, 
Dr  Baldinger  of  Gottingen,  Dr  Marcard  of 
Hannover,  and  Dr  Gahn  of  Copenhagen,  de¬ 
fer  ve  a  public  and  particular  acknowledge¬ 
ment.  As  their  names  are  already  too  well 
known  to  the  learned  world,  to  acquire  any 

additional  fame  from  this  publication,  they 

*  « 

can  be  a&uated  only  by  the  in  oft  difinter- 

efted  and  generous  motives. 

* 

We  omit  faying  any  thing  of  the  obliga¬ 
tions  which  we  owe  to  Britiih  practitioners 

; 

of  the  firft  eminence.  How  far,  we  already 
ftand  indebted  to  fome  of  thofe,  who  are  beft 
able  to  render  this  publication  materially 
ufeful,  will  fufliciently  appear  from  the  work 
itfelf.  Thefe  gentlemen  have  an  unqueftion- 
able  title  to  expect  the  ftrongeft  exertions  on 
our  part  for  rendering  it  of  real  value  to  the 
public.  As  far  as  our  abilities  will  allow,  it 

(hall 
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fhall  be  our  conftant  endeavour  to  do  fo.  It 


is  by  no  means,  however,  an  eafy  matter  to 
accommodate  a  work  of  this  nature  to  the 


tafte  or  judgment  of  every  reader.  But,  if 


the  utmoft  impartiality  and  induftry  can  af¬ 
ford  fatisfadion,  we  trull,  that  there  is  no 
one  who  will  not  bellow  fome  degree  of  ap¬ 
probation  on  our  future  labours. 
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P h yfiognom ijc he  Fragmente  zur  Beforderung  der 
Menfchenkentnifs  and  Menfchenliebe ,  i.  e.  Phy- 
ficgnomical  Fragments ,  intended  to  promote  Phi¬ 
lanthropy  and  the  Knozvledge  of  Men .  By  J.  C. 
Lavater  of  Zurich .  Vol.  ift.  qto.  Leipfic. 

0 

r  work  which  we  have  now  mentioned, 

is  not  in  oar  poffeflion*  Nor,  although 
it  were,  are  we  fufiiciently  acquainted  with  the 
German  language,  to  be  able  to  give  our  readers 
any  proper  account  of  it,  without  much  more  la¬ 
bour 
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hour  than  we  could  propofe  to  bellow  upon  it. 
We  imagine,  however,  that  it  will  be  by  no 
means  unacceptable  to  the  philofophical  part  of 
our  readers,  to  receive  an  account  of  it,  ex- 
traded  from  a  letter  from  Dr  Marcard  at  Han¬ 
nover,  to  Dr  Duncan,  which  is  as  follows  : 

S  I  R, 

A  work  has  lately  been  publifhed  in  this 
country,  which  is  fo  very  extraordinary  and  in- 
terefling,  and  fo  jultly  reckoned  a  phaenomenon 
in  the  philofophical  horizon,  that  I  cannot  doubt 
of  your  being  much  pleafed  at  receiving  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  it.  The  title  of  this  work  is,  Phyfiog- 
nomifche  Fragmente,  &c.  It  contains  27 6  pages 
in  large  quarto,  neatly  printed,  with  fixty-eight 
copperplates,  and  a  great  many  vignettes.  It  is 
the  produdion  of  a  clergyman  at  Zurich. 

Perhaps  no  publication  has  ever  met  with 
more  paffionate  antagonifts,  and  at  the  fame  time 
with  more  warm  defenders  and  well-w'.fhers,  than 
thefe  fragments  did,  both  in  their  native  coun¬ 
try,  and  throughout  all  Germany.  Without  en¬ 
tering  into  the  differences  which  have  been  occa¬ 
sioned  by  this  work,  or  the  objedions  made  to 

its 


COMMENTARIES. 


13 

its  author,  I  {hall  only  endeavour  to  give  you  as 
true  an  idea  of  it,  as  the  limits  of  a  letter  will 
allow. 

This  author  does  not  mean  by  phyfiognomy 
that  vain  fuperflitious  fcience  which  pretends  to 
difcover  the  future  fate  of  men  from  their  faces. 
To  ufe  his  own  words,  phyfiognomy  is  to  him 
the  fcience  by  which  we  know  one’s  character 
and  qualities  of  mind  from  his  outfide.  Under 
the  outfide  he  comprehends  not  on'y  the  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  face,  and  the  figure  of  the  whole 
body,  but  alfo  the  deportment,  the  voice,  the 

walking,  and  fuch  like  circu alliances. 

Mr  Lavater  propofes  to  lay  down,  in  this  work, 
a  number  of  rules,  before  unknown,  which  he 
has  difcovered  by  long  obfervation ;  by  the  aid 
of  which,  the  eye  of  genius  may,  with  more  cer¬ 
tainty,  judge  from  the  outfide  refpetting  the  in- 
fide  of  a  man,  than  he  ever  can  from  his  actions 
or  communications.  The  great  fcope  of  this 
work  is  to  make  men  more  attentive  to  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  their  fellow  creatures  ;  to  render  the 
figns  of  the  internal  beauties  of  human  nature, 
impreifed  on  the  outfide,  more  perceptible ;  to 
draw  back,  with  a  difcreet  hand,  the  veil  where¬ 
with  the  inadvertence  of  men  has  covered  fome 


very 


very  confpicuous,  determinate,  and  lively  expref- 
lions  of  human  nature  ;  to  analyfe  the  confufed 
feelings  of  what  phyfiognomifts  exprefs,  which 
undoubtedly  every  one,  to  fonie  degree,  poffefs ; 
and  to  reduce  thefe  to  more  determined  figns. 

The  author,  however,  with  great  modefty,  ob¬ 
serves,  that  he  does  not  prefume  to  explain  all 
the  thoufand  lettered  alphabet  of  that  by  no  means 
arbitrary  language  of  nature,  which  is  imprinted 
in  the  face,  and  whole  outiide  of  men.  He 
does  not  even  undertake  to  point  out  the  whole 
beauties  or  perfections  of  the  human  face.  He 
aims  only  at  drawing  fome  characters  of  it,  fo  far 
intelligible,  that  a  ciear-fighted  eye  may  difcern 
them  wherever  it  meets  with  them. 

As  the  author  was  to  lay  the  ground-work  of 
an  intirely  new  fcience,  and  to  tread  an  unculti¬ 
vated  traCt,  he  found  it  molt  fuitable  to  his  in¬ 
tentions,  to  conduct:  the  work  on  no  fyflemati- 
cal  plan.  He  has  therefore  (tiled  his  feveral  fee- 
tions  fragments,  that  the  reader  may  have  fome 
idea  of  what  he  is  to  expert.  The  full  volume 
contains  eighteen  fragments.  Thefe  chiefly  treat 
of  the  nature,  the  limits,  the  imperfections  of 
phy  fiognomy,  the  objections  againft  it,  and  the 
teftimonies  in  its  favour.,  Some  are  dedicated 
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to  the  obje<ft  of  phyfiognomy,  human  nature  ; 
and  one  comprehends  phyfiognomical  exercifes. 
The  engravings  are  difperfcd  throughout  the 
work,  as  the  author  intends  them  to  ill  u ft  rate 
any  particular  dogma.  Some  of  them  are  done 
after  the  drawings  of  celebrated  painters  ;  others 
gre  likeneffes  of  remarkable  phyfiognomies. 

I  am  happy  to  tell  you,  that  the  fucceeding 
volumes,  in  as  far  as  refnects  the  enmaviims, 
will  be  highly  fuperior  to  the  nrft  ;  I  have 
already  feen  many  of  them  which  are  finiih* 
cd.  The  work  will  confift  of  four  or  five  vo* 
himes,  one  of  which  is  to  be  publifhed  every 
year.  It  was  intended  that  a  French  translation 
fhould  appear  at  the  fame  time  with  the  origi¬ 
nal  ;  and  I  fee,  by  the  lift  of  fubferibers,  that 
feme  of  my  countrymen,  the  Germans,  have 
foolifhlv  lubfcribed  for  the  French  translation  of 

j 

this  original  German  work.  But,  although  feve- 
ral  able  pens  have  attempted  tranflations,  they 
have  been  obliged  to  give  it  up  altogether.  It 
has  now  been  found,  that  a  good  French  tranha- 
tion  of  this  work,  is  a  thing  quite  out  of  reach  ; 
not  from  want  of  phyfiognomical  expreftions, 
with  which  the  French  language  abounds,  but 
from  the  peculiarities  of  the  manly,  expreflive, 
elegant,  and  often  truly  fubiime  ftyie  of  this  ma¬ 
fic  rly 
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fterly  writer,  which,  properly  fpeaking,  is  cram- 
med  with  fenfe.  I  hear  that  a  Lady  has  lately 
undertaken  a  tranflation  of  it ;  but,  whatever 
her  abilities  may  be,  I  am  ahnok  hire,  that, 
fomehow  or  other,  fhe  will  mifcarry.  There 
cannot  be  the  leak  doubt  that  an  ftnglifh  tranfla- 
tion  would  fucceed  better  ;  but  where  is  a  per- 
fon  to  be  found,  who,  together  with  fufficient 
knowledge,  pokeffes  both  languages  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree  as  to  qualify  him  for  the  work  ? 

The  author’s  labours  would  be  entirely  fruitlefs, 
if  phyfiognomy  were  an  imaginary  fcience,  found¬ 
ed  upon  credulity  only  ;  and  if  the  different  phy- 
fiognomies  of  men  had  no  relation  with  the  qua¬ 
lities  of  their  mind,  the  infide  with  the  outfide. 
He  was  therefore  obliged,  in  many  places,  to  en¬ 
ter  into  the  difcuffion  of  this  quekion  ^  and  I 
think,  that,  when  I  read  the  book,  I  met  with 
moll  part  of  the  following  thoughts.  cc  Every 
moment  we  are  adding  upon  phyfiognomical  prin¬ 
ciples,  without  being  aware  of  it ;  and  not  men 
only,  but  the  brutes  alfo,  even  infedds  know  both 
their  mofl  convenient  food  and  their  enemies  by 
the  outfide.  What  are  we  doing  when  we  chufe 
out  fome  fruits  as  the  bek,  or  when  we  prefer 
one  horfe  to  another,  but  judging  from  the  out- 

'~'fide 
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fide,  of  the  internal  qualities.  We  then  certain- 
ly  a&  the  phyfiognomer.  That  every  man  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  a  natural  phyfiognomer,  is  Hill  more 
apparent  from  conlidering  the  effects  which  refult 
from  the  firft  fight  of  perfons  unknown.  We  are 

often  much  inclmed  to  tell  our  friends,  that  we 
do  not  like  the  man  before  us,  although  we  be  in 
no  degree  acquainted  w  th  him.  Whoever  is  an 
attentive  obferver  of  what  paffes  in  his  own  mind, 
knows  that  he  no  fooner  fees  any  perfon,  than 
certain  attendant  ideas  fucceed  the  firft  impref- 
fron,  which  involve  nothing  lefs  than  a  judg  ment 
over  his  difpofitions  of  mind,  fo  far  that  we  pro¬ 
nounce  him  to  be  of  a  quite  different  caft  from 
forne  others  of  our  acquaintance.  We  cannot,  in 
every  cafe,  tell  exactly  why  we  judge  thus,  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  from  his  figure,  from  his  eyes,  or  from 
his  nofe.  Nor  can  we  always  determine,  whe¬ 
ther  the  impreflion  be  not  from  different  ideas 
complicated.  This  is  not  to  be  learned  by  rule  ^ 
we  judge  only  from  a  feeling  acquired  by  expe¬ 
rience. 

As  phyfiognomical  pra&iceis  fo  general,  it  can¬ 
not  be  but  founded  in  nature ;  and  one  fhould 
think,  therefore,  that  it  poftibly  might  be  the  fub- 

Vol.IV.  B  jeff: 
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jedt  of  fcience’.  Does  not  pradtice  always  precedes 
theoretical  knowledge  ? 

Although  it  were  allowed,  that  the  phyfiogno- 
mies  of  men  did  correfpond  with  their  qualities 
of  mind  ;  that  there  were  not  one  trait  in  the  face 
which  had  not  fome  relation  to>  or  was  not  the 
effect  of  a  certain  difpohtion  of  his  mind  ;  al¬ 
though  it  were  afowed  alfo,  that  fuch  a  harmony 
k  perceptible  by  an  eye  which  has  fome  exercife  5, 
yet  one  Would  afk,  whether  it  be  not  impoffible  to 
bring  inch  faint  feelings  to  fuch  a  degree  of  clear¬ 
ness,  as  to  exprefs  them  in  words  ;  or  where  the 
mortal  could  be  found,  who,  by  his  piercing  look, 
was  able  to  difelofs  thefc  mylieries ;  and,  if  he 
fhould  endeavour  to  explain  them,  by  what  means 
could  he  allure  us  of  his  not  erring,  and  ferving 
up  vain  fubtleties  in  place  of  truths  ? 

There  is  a  doctrine  in  phyfie,  in  fome  refpedkj: 

1 

much  refembling  phyliognomy.  It  is  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  pulfe.  Yv7e  may  take  it  for  granted, 
that  there  is  no  particularity  in  the  pulfe,  however 
inconikierable,  not  even  one  of  the  great  num¬ 
ber  of  pulfcs  which  Solano  de  Luque  has  enume¬ 
rated,  which  does  not  depend  on  a  particular  con¬ 
dition  of  the  body,  and  which  may  not  be  looked 
upon  as  foreboding  a  certain  iffue.  But  we 

know 


know  that  thofe  who  pretended  to  inform  us 
what  .each  of  thefe  particular  pulfes  exa&ly  por¬ 
tends,  as  foon  as  they  entered  into  minute  di- 
ilin&ions,  told  us  merely  things  that  were  ufelefs, 
that  were  reprobated  by  dally  experience,  and 
that  were  not  worth  reading.  This  did  not  pro¬ 
ceed  from  the  pulfe  not  being  a  fign  of  the  pre- 
fent  (late  of  the  body,  and  of  the  events  which 
are  to  follow,  but  it  arofe  from  thefe  authors  not 
knowing  any  thing  of  the  matter  ;  becaufe  it 
was  beyond  the  reach  of  their  faculties  to  unfold 
under  what  circumftances  the  pulfiis  my urus,  di- 
crotos,  undofus,  formicans,  &c.  foreboded  this  or 
that  event. 

T  j  «  >  * 

Many  may,  no  doubt,  be  inclined  to  think 
much  in  the  fame  manner  with  regard  to  phyfi- 
ognomy  ;  and  I  muft  own,  that  I  once  thought 
fo  invfelf.  But,  upon  reading  this  work,  1  was 

s 

forced  to  change  my  opinion.  I  was  obliged  to 
confefs  either  that  there  is  no  fucli  thing  as  phy- 
fiognomy,  or  that  this  author  has  hit  it. 

Suppofe,  Sir,  that  one  was  to  tell  you,  a  cer¬ 
tain  perfon  made  the  fame  impreffion  upon  him, 
that  he  did  upon  you,  and  fuppofe,  that,  by  bis 
fkilfulnefs  in  exprdling  the  fainteft  feelings  in 
words,  he  could  convince  you,  that  this  was 
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really  the  cafe  ;  if  fuch  a  man  was  farther  able  to 
point  out  to  you*  why  the  perfon  before  him 
made  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  him,  if  he  was  to 
go  through  the  detail  of  the  peculiarities  charac¬ 
terizing  the  outfide  of  that  perfon,  if  he  told  you 
nothing  which  contradicted  what  you  felt ;  and 
if,  upon  inquiry,  you  fhould  find  that  his  judge¬ 
ment  was  founded  on  truth,  I  dare  fay  you  would 
have  no  hefitation  in  bedowing  i  upon  that  man 
the  title  of  a  phyfiognomer.  1  will,  however, 
venture  to  affirm,  that  this  mud  often  have  been  ' 
the  cafe  with  the  readers  of  the  prefent  work. 

I  could  point  out  many  indances  of  my  being 
entirely  fatisfied  with  this  author’s  judgment  of 
phyhognomies  ;  and,  among  them,  I  remember 
particularly  the  likenefs  of  that  famous  French 

compofer  Rameau.  But  nothing  fl ruck  me  more 

\  * 

than  what  he  fays  of  two  heads,  the  one  of  Judas, 
the  other  of  Chrift,  both  from  Holbein.  Al¬ 
though  he  be  not  at  all  fatisfied  with  what  thefe 
heads  exprefs,  when  he  goes  through  the  detail 
of  their  phyfiognomies,  yet  he,  at  lad,  obferves, 
they  have  dill  fo  much  charaderidic,  that,  if  you 
were  to  change  names,  to  write  under  the  head 
of  Judas  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  the  contrary, 

every 
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every  perfon  would  at  once  be  fenfible  of  the  mif- 
take. 

I  cannot  help  adding  a  few  pafiages  of  this 
work  tranflated,  in  which  the  author  apologizes 

for  the  fcience  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  la- 

* 

bour.  But  do  not  believe,  Sir,  that  thefe  apolo¬ 
gies  are  owing  to  the  leaf!  diffidence  re/peCting 
the  fubjed.  They  are  caufed  by  fome  objections 
which  were  made  to  the  feveral  advertifements  of 
this  work,  the  firft  of  which  appeared  about  four 
years  ago. 

Nobody  will  maintain,  fays  he,  when  in  ear¬ 
ned,  that  a  ftrong  man  can  look  like  a  feeble  one, 
a  healthy  man  like  one  in  a  confumption,  or  one 
that  is  phlegmatic,  like  one  that  is  choleric.  He 
would  be  thought  to  rebel  again#  common  fenfe, 
who  would  venture  to  afiert,  that  Newton  and 
Leibnitz  could  have  looked  like  madmen,  unable 
to  obferve,  or  incapable  to  conceive  an  abltract 
idea.  The  fame  judgment  would  be  formed  of 

him  who  couid  afiert,  that  joy  and  grief,  lull  and 

\ 

pain,  iove  and  hatred,  had  the  lame  figns  on  the 
outfide  of  man,  that  is,  none  at  all.  And  the 
fame  judgment  ought  to  be  formed  of  him  who 
declares  phyfiognomy  to  be  an  imaginary  fci- 
£nce. 
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It  is  inconteftible,  that  the  frequent  repetition 
of  certain  motions  of  the  mufcles,  which  are  infe~ 
parable  from  certain  pafhons  and  difpofitions  of 
the  mind,  leaves  vifible  tracks,  which  are  fuffi- 
piently  perceptible  to  become  the  object  of  fci- 
ence. 

We  know,  by  experience,  that  nobody  is  tq 
be  found,  be  he  ever  fo  fenfible  or  ever  fo  ftu- 
pid,  on  whom  fornething,  at  leaft,  of  the  out  tide 
of  the  people  he  fees  does  not,  in  fo  far,  make 
impreflions,  as  to  determine  his  opinion  of  them, 
and  in  fome  meafure  to  regulate  his  behaviour  to¬ 
wards  them.  Every  one  afts  towards  perfons 
whom  he  does  not  know,  in  confequence  of  his 
phyfiognomical  fentiments  or  judgment.  It  is 
that  judgment,  that  fentiment,  from  which  arifes 
companion  or  delight  at  the  miferies  of  people 
unknown  to  us.  It  excites  love  or  hatred,  dif- 
truft  or  confidence  j  it  makes  us  referved  or  cor- 
pial. 

It  has  been  alledged  as  an  argument  againft 
phyfiognomy,  that  it  is  a  moll  fallacious  fcience, 
if  any  at  all ;  and  that  it  may  occafion  very  great 
miftakes*  fince  thofe  who  want  to  be  confidered 
as  honeft  men,  may  counterfeit  that  appearance0 
But  thofe  who  urge  this  objection,  do  not  confi- 

dcr. 
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der,  that  they  are  ufing  the  ftroogeft  argument 
for  the  reality  of  phyfiognomy.  For  it  evident¬ 
ly  fuppofes,  that  honeily  has  a  method  of  appear¬ 
ing  on  the  out  fide.  The  whole  art  of  diQinu  la¬ 
ri  on  is  founded  upon  phydognomical  principles. 
Why  does  the  hypocritical  villain  counterfeit  the 
appearance  of  an  honed  man,  but  becaufe  he 
thinks,  that  people  about  him  know  and  obicrve 
the  character  of  honeily  ?  A  true  phyfipgnomer, 
however,  looks  through  the  veil. 

Perhaps,  Sir,  you  may  imagine,  that  I  am 
dwelling  too  long  on  an  apology  for  phyfiogno- 
tny ;  and  it  may  be  iuppofed,  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  readers  of  the  medical  commentaries 
can  have  no  doubt  of  the  reality  of  a  thing  fo  well 
founded,  especially  as  I  find,  that  fame  of  the 
greatefl  Engiifh  writers  have  a  high  opinion  of 
it;  among  others,  Mr  Aduifon  and  Lord  Shaftef- 
b'ury.  The  latter,  in  his  eifay  on  the  freedom  of 
wit  and  humour,  has  the  following  p adage,  when 
fpeaking  of  beauty.  Were  the  fubjeef  to  be  well 
criticifed,  we  fhould  find3  perhaps,  that  what  we 
mod  admired,  even  in  the  turn  of  the  outward 
features,  was  but  a  myderious  expnffion,  an i  a 
kind  of  fhadow  of  fomcthing  inward  in  the  tem¬ 
per.” 
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You  will,  perhaps,  rather  expedt  that  I  fhould 
tell  you  how  far  Mr  Lavater  has  fucceeded  in  re¬ 
ducing  phyfiognomy  to  fixed  principles,  and  what 
things,  properly  new,  are  contained  in  his  work, 
I  thought,  however,  that,  for  thofe  readers  who 
had  never  bellowed  much  attention  upon  this 
fubjedt,  thefe  palfages  might  not  be  entirely  fuper- 
fiuous.  It  is  generally  acknowledged,  that  the 
belt  thing  which  has  been  written  upon  this  fid> 
fince  the  days  of  Ariftotle,  is  Dr  Parfon’s 

■  *  j  *  *  •  • 

Human  Phyfiognomy  explained ;  which  was  one 
of  the  Cronian  lectures  on  mufcular  motion,  and 
publiihed  in  the  Philofophica!  Tranfadtions.  But,, 

although  that  gentleman,  in  general,  lays  great 
ftrefs  on  the  reality  of  phyfiognomy,  and  explodes 
that  trite  phrafe,  front}  nulla  fides ,  with  many  ar- 
guments  j  yet  I  find,  that  what  he  calls  phyfi° 

*  j  9 

ognomy  is  limited  only  to  the  adtion  of  the  muf- 
cles,  and  to  the  effects  which  this  adtion  caufes 

*  j  ■  '  -  '  »*>  f  j  ? 

on  the  countenance.  Dr:  Parfon’s  phyfiognomy 
is  merely  the  phyfiognomy  of  the  paffions.  Mr 
Lavater  goes  much  farther ;  and  the  knowledge 
of  Dr  Parfons  is  but  a  dawning  when  compared 
with  the  light  which  Mr  Lavater  fpreads  over  it. 


This  author  by  no  means  overlooks  the  action 
of  the  mufcles  of  the  face.  But,  although  it  be 
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part  of  his  fcope  to  frame  a  notion  of  the  bent  of 
a  man’s  mind  with  refpeft  to  the  reigning  paf- 
fions,  as  far  as  they  may  be  gueffed  at  from  the 
tracks  caufed  by  the  frequent  action  of  the  muf- 
cles  of  the  lace,  yet  this  is  rather  inconfiderable 
when  compared  with  what,  according  to  his  ob* 
iervations,  is  expreffed  by  the  folid  parts  ;  for  in- 
ffance,  the  (kull.  The  profile  of  the  face,  howe¬ 
ver,  is  with  him  the  principle  article,  and  the  firft 
thing  he  looks  at.  It  is  really  furprifing  how  a- 
cutely  he  judges  from  that,  of  the  turn  of  mind, 
the  moral  character,  the  abilities,  and  many  other 
qualities  and  particulars  of  men ;  not  only  when 

he  has  living  perfons  before  him,  but  even  when 
he  has  merely  the  contour  of  the  face  drawn  from 
the  fhadqw. 

I  could  mention  feveral  anecdotes,  of  the  truth 
of  which  1  have  no  right  to  doubt,  fhewing  his 
judgment  over  the  likenefs  of  perfons  unknown 
to  him,  wnich  would  altonifh  you.  On  princi¬ 
ples  entirely  new,  refpeding  the  harmony  of  the 
features,  he  has  founded  a  fort  of  divination,  by 
means  of  which,  he  is  able  to  difcern,  in  the  like- 
neffes  of  men  whom  he  has  never  feen,  whether 
any  of  the  features  be  wrong  done,  or  whether 
fhe  whole  harmonizes  together  fo  far  that  the 

likenefs 
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likenefs  may  be  fuppofed  to  referable  the  original* 
A  very  ufeful  art  for  painters.  But  all  this  does 
not  fall  properly  into  ray  plan,  as  thefe  particulars 
do  not  belong  to  the  volume  before  me. 

We  are  to  be  made  acquainted,  in  this  work, 
with  many  pofitive  figns  on  the  outfide  of  men 
which  indicate  particular  internal  qualities.  Mod 
of  thefe  figns  will  be  mentioned  occafionaliy  in 
the  explaining  of  phyfiognomies.  In  this  fird 
volume,  however,  thefe  figns,  from  the  truly  phi* 
lofophical  and  analytical  plan  of  our  author,  are 
fcarcely  to  be  met  with.  When  pronouncing  a 
judgment  over  a  phyfiognomy  he,  in  this,  fre¬ 
quently  appeals  to  the  reeling  of  the  reader.  But, 
in  the  fucceeding  volume,  of  which  I  have  already 
feen  feme  fleets,  I  find  that  he  is  more  pofitive 
in  this  point,  and  frequently  has  thele  figns  more 
determined  with  mathematical  exa&nefs.  It 
fee  ms  to  be  his  plan,  v/ith  each  volume,  to  give  a 
ftronger  foundation  to  his  work,  by  demondra- 
ting  thefe  figns  more  exadly,  and  in  a  more  de¬ 
terminate  manner,  till,  in  the  lad  volume,  he  be 
able,  by  a  fet  of  undeniable  truths  and  confe- 
quences,  to  raife  this  fcience  to  a  height  which 
will  make  it  fhine  even  in  the  following  centra 
ries. 

A§ 
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As  the  author  is  to  lay  down  certain  rules,  by 
which  to  judge  of  the  phyfiognomies  of  men,  you 
may  eafily  guefs,  that  many  warnings  are  given 
to  make  readers  cautious  in  their  judgment. 
Much,  indeed,  according  to  our  author,  is  requi¬ 
red  for  a  good  phyfiognotner.  Thefe  requifites 
he  points  out  in  the  fifteenth  fragment,  which  is 
intitled  The  Phyfiognotner,  and  which  contains 
many  excellent  reflexions.  A  would-be  phyfiog¬ 
notner,  he  fays,  with  a  (hallow  head  and  a  bad 
heart,  is  one  of  the  mod  contemptible  and  noxi¬ 
ous  creatures  upon  earth.  In  concluding  that 
feftion,  he  adds,  44  No  one,  certainly,  is  able  to 
difcern  the  look  of  magnanimity,  or  the  counte¬ 
nance  of  an  exalted  foul,  but  he  who  is  magna¬ 
nimous  himfelf,  who  thinks  nobly,  and  who  is 
dTpofed  to  act  generoufly,” 


The  author  propofes  it  as  a  queftion,  whether 
phyfiognomical  knowledge  will  not  be  rather 
noxious  to  fociety  than  ufefu!  ?  And  after  having 
fully  entered  into  the  fubjed,  after  having  fhewn 
that  no  fcience  properly,  and  in  general,  can  be 
(filed  noxious,  he  concludes  thus  :  44  The  fured, 
but  mod  inconfiderable  advantage,  that  may  be 
reaped  from  phyfiognomy,  is  for  painters,  whole 
art,  as  far  as  it  meddles  with  human  figures,  is 
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worth  nothing,  if  it  be  not  founded  upon  phy- 
fio,  nomy  ;  a  more  noble  advantage  which  it 
yields,  is  that  of  guiding  and  corroding  the  hu¬ 
man  heart.” 

.Another  pafiage,  which  has  fome  relation  to 
this,  I  fhall  here  add.  “  The  internal  goodnefs 
of  a  man,  is  determined  by  the  pleafure  wdfich 

the  beauty,  liberty,  and  perfections  of  his  fellow 
creatures,  caufe  to  him.  If  you  want  to  know 
whether  your  heart  be  wicked,  alk  yourfelf. 
Does  it  give  you  more  pleafure  to  bod  fault  with 
others,  than  to  fee  perfections  ?  To  be  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  one  beauty  and  perfection,  is  of  infinite¬ 
ly  more  confeqacnce  and  ufe  than  to  know7  mil¬ 
lions  of  faults.  Every  fort  of  perfection  is  but  a 
fingle  one  ;  deviations  from  it  are  innumerable. 
Nothing  is  more  apt  to  beftow  humanity  upon 
the  mind,  than  the  difcovery  of  the  beauty  and 
perfection  of  human  nature.  It  is  much  better 
to  fay  little  that  is  ufeful,  than  to  fay  a  great 
.  deal  that  could  hurt.  In  this  world,  Good 
God,  wdio  can  make  known  imperfections,  with¬ 
out  being  an  author  of  mifchier.” 

What  Mr  Lavater  advances  in  thefe  paffages, 
is  very  remarkable,  becaufe  he  was  apparently 
guided  by  thefe  maxims  when  he  wrote  this 

work® 
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work.  Being  always  occupied  with  refearches 
after  good  qualities,  and  their  figns,  he  does  not 
much  mind  the  bad  ones ;  and  efpecialiy,  if,  in 
the  faces  of  real  perfons,  he  finds  what  he  does 
not  like,  he  never  meddles  with  it.  He  has  in- 
ferted,  it  is  true,  forne  engravings  from  Hogarth, 
to  give  a  view  of  the  phyfiognomies  of  feme  of 
the  mofl  abjedt  mortals  in  carricature.  Carica¬ 
tures,  he  fomewhere  beautifully  obferves,  are  to 
the  phyfiognomer  what  microfcopes  are  for  phyfi- 
cal  objects  ;  and  I  find  in  another  engraving, 
with  the  caricatures  of  fome  notorious  rogues, 
that  our  author,  who  is  a  republican  Swifs,  and 
who  once,  when  a  young  man,  brought  an  un¬ 
juft  country  magiftrate  to  punifhment,  has  the 

head  of  honefl  John  W. - s,  Efq;  among  them, 

although  not  named.  But,  having  introduced 
objects  of  horror,  with  a  figh  at  the  corruption 
of  which  human  nature  is  capable,  he  haftens  to 
leave  them  for  more  pleating  objects.  I  fhall 
only  add  here  a  few  exprciTions  which  he  ufes  in 
giving  an  explanation  of  the  plate  which  I  have 
mentioned  above.  66  Contorfion,  perverfity, 
malignity,  mifehievoufnefs,  can  in  no  face  appear 
more  lively  than  here.  What  renders  thefe  fa- 

j 

ces  ghaftiy  ?  Difharmony,  wry  features,  dupli¬ 
city  ! 


i 


city  !  And  what  caufes  it  ?  Bafenefs  and  falfe- 
nefs. 

1  '  \  .  r  , 

“  Such  faces  are  never  formed  by  nature. 
Bad  education,  example,  and  cuftom,  kindle  the 
tinder  of  a  wanton  heart.  Thefe  diflort  the  face 
of  a  man  into  the  nrafk  of  a  fatari. 

“  Such  faces  as  thefe  here,  are  food  for  ra¬ 
vens  ;  they  are  branded  by  their  phyfiognomy.* 
It  is  impcflible  that  a  man,  as  long  as  he  is  able 
to  lift  up  his  eyes  to  God,  fhould  look  like  one 
of  them. 

ic  Nothing  disfigures  men  more  than  vice  £ 
frothing  adds  mtire  to  their  beauty  than  virtue.55 
Thefe  topics  are  the  theme  and  the  fpirit  of  this 
work;  If  thefe  affertions  be  not  acknowledged. 
Our  author  obferves,  he  had  better  write  not  a. 
fmgle  line  on  phyfognomical  matters. 

Having  thus  (fated  here,  as  in  many  other 
places,  that  moral  perfections  are  always  produ¬ 
cing,  in  fome  refpeCt,  corporeal  beauty,  he  in¬ 
troduces  an  objection  made  to  the  culture  of 
phyfiognomy,  cc  that  it  was  to  be  feared  it 
might  render  men  vain,  by  exciting  a  defre 
to  become  virtuous,  in  order  to  become  hand- 
fome.55  All  this  he  anfwers  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner.  cc  Let  it  be  admitted,  that,  befides 


COMMENTARIES.  §i 

the  noble  defire  of  improving  in  honefty,  the 

I 

with  of  pleafing  the  virtuous,  bears  its  part  in 
correcting  men,  that  it  ferves  as  a  fupport,  if  you 
pleafe,  like  crutches,  for  virtue.  Let  a  man  be 
happy  by  finding,  that  his  countenance  acquires 
fome  beauty  as  his  moral  parts  mend.  He  will 
foon  remember,  if  he  be  a  thinking  man,  that 
virtue,  produced  by  vanity,  is  not  pure  ;  that 
vanity  ever  v/ears  the  (tamp  ot  lowiinefs ;  and, 
that  the  heavenly  beauty  of  virtue  cannot  be  ac¬ 
quired,  but  by  virtue  itfelf,  wThich  deftroys  va¬ 
nity 

I  (hall  endeavour  to  give  you,  at  leak,  one  in- 

ftance  of  our  author’s  manner  of  pointing  out 

the  particularities  of  a  phyfiognomy.  1  find  it, 

however,  exceedingly  difficult  for  me  to  tranflate 

it,  as  1  am  not  fufficientiy  maker  of  the  English 

language.  I  am  forry,  therefore,  that  you  will 

lofe  much  by  it  ;  and  you  will  lofe  (fill  more  by 

not  having  the  engraving  before  you.  Let  us 

take,  for  example,  a  head  of  Homer,  which  was 

found  a  little  mutilated  at  Conlfantinople.  I  do 

not  believe  that  the  reflections  which  the  author 

» 

makes  on  this  phyfiognomy,  are  preferable  to 
many  ethers ;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  that  he 
proceeds  lefs  philofophically  than  in  many  others, 
and  that  he  appeals  rather  too  frequently  to  the 

feeling 
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feeling  of  the  reader.  As  the  objeft,  however, 
is  generally  interefting,  and  as  the  buff  may  per¬ 
haps  be  known  to  you,  1  have  feledted  it  as  pre¬ 
ferable  to  any  other. 

r 

“  This  is  a  good  fatherly  face,  full  of  good¬ 
nature  and  heartinefs !  This  front,- — compare  it 
with  that  fearching,  difentangling  power  which 
vaults  the  front  of  Mofes  *  Mendetrohn,— is 
that  of  a  beholder,  not  of  a  fcrutineer.  The 
nofe  is  that  of  a  man  of  natural  fine  feeling  ; 
neither  that  of  a  refined  fweetly  tender,  nor  of 
an  uncultivated  one ;  there  is  meekncfs  and  pru¬ 
dence  in  the  palling  over  of  the  nofe  into  the 
lip.  Suppofe  I  came  uninformed  before  this 
likenefs,  I  fliould  fay,  This  man  does  not  fee, 
does  not  hear,  never  afks,  never  flruggles,  is 
not  operative.  The  centre  of  the  fenfes  in  this 
head  is  within  the  upper  flattly  vaulted  cavity  of 
the  front,  the  feat  of  memory.  Never  were 
thefe  eye-brows  preiTed  down  in  order  to  pene¬ 
trate  proportions,  and  to  feparate  them  from  their 
forms.  Here  all  forts  of  life  dwell  chearfully  to¬ 
gether. 

*  Referring  to  the  likenefs  of  a  learned  Jew  at  Ber¬ 
lin,  who  is,  without  doubt,  one  of  the  mod  penetra¬ 
ting,  clear  Tighted,  and  perfpicuoufly  writing  philo- 
fophers  now  alive. 
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sether.  It  is  Homer  !  This  is  the  fkull  in  which 

o 

mondrous  gods  and  heroes  had  as  much  room 
-as  in  the  boundlefs  heaven,  and  the  fpacious 
earth.  This  is  Olympus,  fupported  by  the  free¬ 
ly  elevated  nofe,  as  by  an  Atlas,  which  fpreads 
over  the  whole  countenance  drmnefs  and  calm- 
nefs.  The  blind  retraced  eye,  with  a  turn  to 
the  inward,  (hews  how  that  internal  life  is  (train¬ 
ed  which  fhndies  the  father  of  poets.  On  thefe 
cheeks,  fatigued  by  conltantly  fpeaking,  are  the 
beaten  tracks  on  which  gods  and  heroes  defeend- 
ed  to  mortals.  The  wilful  mouth,  which  is  but 
the  gate  of  thefe  apparitions,  feems  to  babble 

i 

like  that  of  a  child,  and  has  all  the  naivite  of 
primeval  innocence. ,s 

I  could  fay  much  more  of  this  work ;  but,  as 
it  would  here  be  impoffible  to  give  a  full  account 
of  a  book  which  is  fo  rich  of  contents,  fo  curious 
and  original  throughout,  I  diall  not  fwell  my 
letter  any  more.  This  is  not  a  work  which  can 
be  abridged  ;  it  ought  to  be  read. 

I  cannot,  however,  conclude,  without  expref* 
fing  my  highefl  edeem  for  the  author.  His  re¬ 
gard  for  truth  and  virtue,  which  is  clearly  to  be 
feen  in  every  line  of  this  work,  mud  render  him 
refpectable  to  every  reader.  And  his  earned 
Vol.  IV.  C  endeavours 
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endeavours  to  contribute  to  the  good  of  man¬ 
kind,  fpringing  from  a  heart  overflowing  with 
philanthropy,  mud  make  him  amiable  to  the  bet¬ 
ter  fort.  Even  thofe  who  may  fuppofe  that  this 
author  will  be  difappointed  in  his  main  end,  can¬ 
not,  however,  deny  him  the  great  merit,  both  of 
having,  in  a  harmlefs  way,  contributed  to  the  a- 
mufement  of  the  public,  and  of  being  at  the  fame 
time  a  moral  writer  of  the  find  clafs. 


II. 


Experiments  on  Animal  Fluids  in  an  exhaujled 
Receiver.  By  D.  Darwin,  M.  D.  of  Litchfield, 
Vid.  Philofophical  Tran  factions  ^  VoL  LXIV. 
Part  IL  -jto.  London . 

A  Lthouch  that  doddrine,  which  fuppofes  a 


X  particular  fct  of  veffels  in  the  fyftem  to  be 
fitted  for  the  circulation  of  air,  has  long  been 
exploded,  yet  many  modern  theorifts  have  con¬ 
tended,  that  there  exids  in  the  blood-veffds  an  e- 
ladle  fluid  ;  and,  on  this  fuppofition,  they  have 
accounted  for  lunar  and  equiiioftial  difeafes  from 
variations  in  the  preflure  of  the  atmofpheric  air. 
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To  determine  whether  fuch  a  fluid  does,  or  does 

not  exift,  is  the  fubjedfl  of  the  following  experi- 

* 

merits. 

In  favour  of  the  exigence  of  fuch  a  fluid,  the 
firft  experiment  which  our  author  mentions, 
feems  to  afford  ffrong  proof.  About  four  oun¬ 
ces  of  blood,  drawn  from  the  arm,  were  imme¬ 
diately  put  into  the  receiver  of  an  air-pump. 
While  the  air  was  gradually  exhaufled,  the  blood 
began  to  fwell,  and  to  rife  in  bubbles,  till  it  oc¬ 
cupied  above  ten  times  its  original  fpace.  But, 
however  plaufible  this  argument  might  appear, 
the  opinion  was  fully  overturned  by  the  following 
trials. 

Part  of  the  jugular  vein  of  a  fheep,  full  of  blood, 
was  included  between  two  tight  ligatures,  and 
cut  out  while  the  animal  was  yet  alive.  It  was 
immediately  put  into  a  g’afs  of  warm  water,  and 
placed  in  the  receiver  of  an  air-pump.  It  funk 
at  fir  ft  to  the  bottom  of  the  water,  and  did  not 
rife  again,  although  the  air  was  carefully  exhauft- 
ed.  After  this,  it  was  wiped  dry,  and  laid  on 
the  brafs  floor  of  the  receiver.  The  air  was  again 
exhaufled,  but  there  was  not  the  lead  vifible 
expanfion  of  the  vein  or  its  contents. 
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A  ligature  was  then  put  round  the  gall  du& 
of  the  fame  animal ;  and  the  gall  bladder,  with 
the  bile  in  it,  being  taken  out  and  put  into  wa¬ 
ter,  it  funk.  In  this  fituation,  it  was  placed  in 
the  exhaufted  receiver  of  an  air-pump*  It  was 
afterwards  wiped  dry,  and  laid  on  the  brafs  plate 
at  its  bottom,  as  in  the  former  experiment.  But, 
in  neither  cafe,  even  on  the  greateft  exhauftion, 
did  it  Ihew  the  lead  alteration  of  its  bulk. 

The  urinary  bladder,  containing  about  two  or 
three  ounces  of  fluid,  was  treated  in  the  fame 

i 

manner.  Although  it  at  firft  funk  in  warm  wa¬ 
ter,  yet,  upon  exhaufling  the  receiver,  many  fil- 
ver-like  globules  appeared  on  the  furface  of  it  ; 
and  it  focn  fhewed  manifeft  flgns  of  expanhon 
rifing  to  the  furface  of  the  water.  When  it  was 
wiped  dry,  and  laid  on  the  floor  of  the  receiver, 
the  refult  was,  that  its  expanfion  and  contraction 
were  perceptible  even  to  the  naked  eye. 

Some  months  after  thefe  experiments  were 
fir  It  made,  they  were  again  repeated  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner.  Fart  of  the  vena  cava  of  a 
fwine,  full  of  blood,  was  immediately  after  its 
death  included  between  two  ligatures.  This 
part,  which  was  about  an  inch  and  a  half  long, 
and  conjectured  to  hold  about  an  ounce  of  blood. 


was 
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was  immediately  immerfed  in  warm  water,  and 

put  into  the  receiver  of  an  air-pump.  Although 

» 

the  air  was  by  turns  exhaufted,  and  again  admit¬ 
ted  into  the  receiver  feveral  times,  yet  there  was 
no  appearance  of  any  enlargement  of  the  vein, 
or  of  any  tendency  to  afcend  in  the  water.  The 
urinary  bladder  was  treated  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  here  aifo,  no  change  in  appearance  took 
place. 

it-  % 

The  gall-bladder,  however,  which  was  tried 
at  this  time,  although  the  biliary  du£t  was  tied 
before  it  was  taken  out  of  the  body,  rofe  in  wa¬ 
ter,  and  had  air  bubbles  appearing  on  its  Tides, . 
like  globules  of  quick-filver,  as  our  author  had 
formerly  found  to  happen  to  the  urinary  bladder. 

But,  in  both  thefe  cafes,  our  author  afcribed 
the  change  of  appearance  to  fome  adhering  cel¬ 
lular  membrane,  into  the  cells  of  which  fome  of 
the  air  had  infmuated  itfelf  at  the  time  of  cut¬ 
ting,  as  it  does  in  tearing  off  the  fid  ns  of  animals 
recently  killed.  Before  mentioning  our  author’s 
concluhons,  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that,  in 
all  thefe  experiments,  the  water  was  heated  to 
about  an  hundred  degrees  of  Fahrenheit’s  fcale, 
left  a  greater  degree  of  heat  might  have  raifed 
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an  elaflic  vapour  from  thefe  fluids,  which  did  not 
naturally  exift  in  the  living  animal. 

i 

From  thefe  facts  Dr  Darwin  deduces  feverai 
conclufions.  He  infers,  that,  as  a  great  change 
is  produced  in  the  blood,  in  confequence  of  its 
receiving  in  its  paffage  from  the  arm  a  mixture 
of  atmofpheric  air,  any  experiments  afterwards 
made  for  afcertaining  its  fcnfible  or  chemical  pro¬ 
perties  muft  be  highly  erroneous.  On  this  prin¬ 
ciple,  he  accounts  for  a  greater  quantity  of  froth 
being  obferved  when  blood  drawn  in  the  com¬ 
mon  manner  is  put  under  an  exhaufted  receiver, 
than  when  it  is  fubje&ed  to  a  vacuum  from  being 
drawn  off  by  cupping  -7  although,  in  this  cafe,  the 
vacuum  be  in  as  great  a  degree  as  in  the  former. 
From  the  facts  that  have  been  mentioned,  Dr 
Darwin  farther  thinks  it  probable,  that  animal 
bodies  can  bear,  without  inconvenience,  much 
greater  variations  in  the  preffure  of  the  atmok 
pherc,  than  any  of  thofe  to  which  it.  is  naturally 
fufcjeded.  And  he  concludes,  that  thofe  fpittings 
of  blood  which  have  occurred  in  afcending  high 
mountains,  were  not  the  effect  of  the  preffure  of 
the  atmofphere  being  diminifhed,  but  were  either 
owing  to  violent  exertion,  or  fome  other  acciden¬ 
tal  caufe.  This  opinion  is,  he  thinks,  confirmed 
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from  what  Dr  Halley  obferved,  when,  from  de- 
fcending  in  the  diving  bell,  he  was  iubjected  to 


a  prehare  equal  to  that  of  many  atmofpheres. 
He  feit  no  other  inconvenience,  but  a  difagreeabl-e 
fenfation  like  io. nothing  buriiing  in  his  ears.  This 


Dr  Darwin  afcribes  to  the  air  contained  in  the 
tympanum,  vdtibulum,  cochlea,  and  femicircular 
canals  having  forced  its  way  into  the  Euflachian 
tubes,  or  external  ear.  From  this  conjecture  he 
was  led  to  imagine,  that,  when  the  immediate 
caufe  of  deafnefs  was  owing  to  the  excels  or  de¬ 
fect  of  external  air,  the  application  of  a  cupping- 
glafs,  fitted  with  a  fyri-nge  for  exhaufting  it,  might 
be  of  ufe.  He  accordingly  tried  this  experiment 
with  three  different  perfons  who  were  very  bad 
of  hearing.  On  working  the  fyringe,  the  exter¬ 
nal  ear  fwelled  and  became  red,  and  at  length, 
when  the  patient  complained  of  pain  in  the  inter¬ 
nal  ear,  the  air  was  re-admitted.  Of  there  three 
patients,  one  heard  confiderably  better  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  operation,  and  continued  to  do  fo 
aft  erwards*  The  others  received  neither  benefit 
nor  differvice. 
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Account  of  a  Woman  enjoying  tke  Ufe  of  her  right 
Arm ,  after  the  Head  of  the  Os  Humeri  was 
cut  away .  By  James  Bent  Burgeon  at  New- 
caftle,  Vid.  Pkilofophical  Tr  anf actions  ^  Voh 
LXIV.  Part.  2.  qto,  London, 


HE  fuppofition  that  the  head  of  a  bone, 
with  its  ligaments,  can  be  regenerated, 
mud  unquestionably  appear  marvelous,  and  may 
prevent  due  attention  being  paid  to  thofe  opera¬ 
tions  which  propofe  the  removal  of  it.  Hence 
every  fa£t  which  Serves  to  Show  that  fuch  an  ope¬ 
ration  is  not  only  practicable^  but  advifeable,  me¬ 
rits  a  careful  consideration.  With  fuch  a  fact  we 
are  prefented  in  the  hiftory  before  us. 

It  is  here  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  prefent  is, 

' 

not  the  only  inftance  in  which  this  operation  has 
been  faid  to  be  performed.  Mr  White  of  Man¬ 
chester,  in  his  furgical  cafes,  publifhed  fame  years 
ago,  afferts  that  he  fawed  off  the  upper  head  of 
the  os  humeri,  and  that  his  patient  afterwards  en¬ 
joyed  the  entire  ufe  of  the  joint.  Mr  Bent,  how- 
eyer,  the  author  of  the  prefent  obfervation  is, 
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from  fever al  circumffances,  inclined  to  believe, 
that,  in  Mr  White’s  cafe,  a  part  of  the  body  only 
of  the  humerus  was  removed,  which  had  been 
feparated  from  its  epiphifis  by  a  caries,  while/  at 
the  fame  time,  the  joint,  with  its  capfular  ligament, 
remained  in  a  found  (late.  But,  in  the  prefent 
indance,  he  thinks  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  head  of  the  bone  was  adually  removed. 

The  patient  on  whom  this  operation  was  per¬ 
formed,  was  the  daughter  of  a  farmer,  who  had 
been  afflided  near  three  years  with  an  abfcefs  in 

J 

the  joint  of  her  right  (boulder.  Into  this  abfcefs 
there  were  three  apertures,  two  near  the  middle 
and  lower  edge  of  the  clavicle,  and  a  third  near 
the  infertion  of  the  pedoral  rnufcle  into  the  hume¬ 
rus.  By  introducing  two  probes,  the  one  at  the 
upper,  the  other  at  the  lower  orifice,  they  eafily 
met  in  the  joint;  and  Mr  Bent  could  didindiy 
perceive  the  head  of  the  humerus  to  be  carious. 

JL 

In  this  fituation,  there  was  no  alternative,  but  ei¬ 
ther  to  amputate  the  arm,  or  cut  off  the  head  of 
the  bone  ;  and  he  determined  upon  the  latter  of 
thefe.  He  accordingly  began  an  incifion  from 
the  upper  orifice,  near  the  clavicle,  and  continued 
it  over  the  joint  to  the  infertion  of  the  pedoral 
rnufcle.  But  as  by  this,  he  was  not  able  to  get 
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readily  at  the  head  of  the  bone,  he  feparated  a 
part  of  the  deltoid  mufcle  from  its  infertion  into 
the  clavicle,  and  likewife  a  little  of  its  infertion 
into  the  humerus.  He  then  found  the  capfular 
ligament  fo  thickened,  as  to  keep  the  head  of  the 
bone  clofe  to  its  focket,  and  to  prevent  it  from 
rinng,  upon  prefiing  the  elbow  backwards.  He 
was  therefore  obliged  to  feparate  it  quite  round. 
After  this,  he  brought  the  head  of  the  bone  over 
the  pe&oral  mufcle,  and  cut  off  all  that  had  been 
deprived  of  perioftium.  During  this  operation, 
Mr  Bent  had  no  occafion  to  take  up  any  artery, 
the  pain  which  his  patient  endured  was  not  very 
confiderable,  no  exfoliation  fucceeded,  and  fhe 
recovered  by  the  common  treatment,  without  any 
bad  fymptom.  After  the  cicatrix  was  compleat- 
ly  heal,  fhe  enjoyed  the  perfect  ufe  of  her  fore¬ 
arm,  fhe  could  raife  her  elbow  about  five  or  fix 
inches  from  her  fide,  and  perform  as  well  as  ever, 
any  work  which  did  not  require  the  elbow  to  be 
more  raifed  ;  the  upper  end  of  the  humerus  play¬ 
ing  about  an  inch  below  the  point  of  the  fca- 
pula. 
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IV. 

Continuation  of  an  experimental  Inquiry  concerning 
the  Nature  of  the  mineral  elaftic  Spirit  or  Air  con - 
tained  in  the  Pouhon  Water ,  and  other  Acidulae. 
By  William  Brownrigg,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Vid. 

P hilofophical  Tranf actions  ^  Vol.  LXIV.  Part, 
II.  4to.  London . 

IT  is  now  feveral  years  fmce  Dr  Brownrigg 
publifhed,  in  the  Fhilofophical  Tranfabfions, 
an  inquiry  concerning  the  air  contained  in  Spa  - 
water.  With  his  obfervations  on  this  fubje£t,  we 
may  fuppofe  moil  of  our  intelligent  readers  to  be 
acquainted.  He  then  promifed  to  favour  the 
public  with  farther  experiments,  intended  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  mode  of  union  that  exifts  between  the 
air  of  thofe  waters  and  the  other  principles  of 
which  they  are  compofed ;  together  with  the  rela¬ 
tion  which  that  elaftic  fluid  bears  to  common  air, 
and  to  various  other  bodies.  With  his  obferva¬ 
tions  on  this  fubjed  we  are  now  prefented  in  the 
eflay  before  us. 

The  great  propofition  which  he  undertakes  to 
prove  is,  that  the  ferruginous  and  abforbent 
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earths  contained  in  the  Pouhon  water  are  kept 

/  i 

diffolved  in  it  by  means  of  the  mephitic  air,  to 
which  thefe  earths  are  united.  From  the  expe¬ 
riments  which  he  formerly  publifhed,  it  appear¬ 
ed,  that  mephitic  air  is  not  detained  in  Pouhon 
water  by  the  preffure  of  the  atmofphere  or  any 
external  force,  but  that  it  is  equally  mixed  with 
the  watery  element,  and  the  other  ingredients  in 
a  date  of  folution,  and  is  attached  to  the  water 
by  a  force  fufficient  to  keep  all  thefe  ingredients 
united  in  one  uniform  compound.  He  found, 
however,  that  this  force  could  be  removed  by 
fome  external  caufes,  that  the  air  could  be  ex¬ 
pelled  by  certain  degrees  of  heat,  and  that,  when 
this  happens,  the  water  undergoes  a  decompofi- 
tion,  letting  fall  its  other  ingredients  in  proportion 
to  the  quantity  of  air  expelled.  He  has  farther 
found,  that  the  oppofite  extreme  of  cold  will  pro¬ 
duce  the  fame  effedt  of  decompounding  the  Pou¬ 
hon  water,  when  its  aereal  principle  is  expelled 
by  means  of  congelation. 

Having  poured  fome  of  this  water  into  tin  vef- 
fels,  placed  in  a  freezing  mixture  of  fea  fait  and 
fnow,  he  found,  that  as  foon  as  the  water  began 
to  fhoot  into  ice,  minute  bubbles  of  air  inceffantly 
rofe  from  it,  till  all  the  water  was  congealed.  The 
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ice  was  very  white,  being  every  where  interfper- 
fed  with  minute  bubbles  of  air,  by  which  it  was 
confiderably  increafed  in  bulk,  and  rofe  on  its  fur- 
face  into  a  convex  form.  When  this  ice  was 
thawed,  the  water  was  white  and  turbid,  and  let 
fall  a  confiderable  portion  of  its  metallic  and  ab- 
forbent  earths.  By  a  fecond  congelation  it  was 
entirely  deprived  of  its  air,  and  upon  thawing,  it 
was  deprived  of  the  remaining  earths. 

In  thefe  decompofitions  of  Pouhon  water  both 
by  heat  and  cold,  no  volatile  fpirit,  either  acid  or 
fulphureous,  nor  any  other  fubtle  matter,  has  been 
found  to  fly  off  from  it,  excepting  mephitic  air. 
Hence  Dr  Brownrigg  thinks  it  appears,  that  this 
air  is  the  medium  by  which  the  metalline  and  ab- 
forbent  earths  contained  in  the  Pouhon  water  are 
kept  diffolved  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  thefe 
earths  are  the  medium  by  which  this  air  is  more 
firmly  united  to  the  watery  element.  And  he  con¬ 
cludes,  that,  by  its  folution  in  water,  and  its  union 
with  thofe  earthy  fubftances,  from  a  very  volatile 
and  elaftic  body,  it  is  reduced  to  a  fixed  date. 

Our  author  is  of  opinion,  that  the  mephitic  air 
and  martial  earth  contained  in  the  Pouhon  waters 
ftrongly  attract  each  other,  and,  uniting  together, 
form  a  concrete  foluble  in  water.  This  concrete 
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may  be  efteemed  a  faline  body  of  the  neutral 
kind,  of  which  the  mephitic  air  conflitutes  the 
fpiritous  folvent,  and  the  martial  earth  its  bafe. 
The  mephitic  air,  he  obferves,  is  poffeffed  of  all 
thofe  properties  by  which  chemifts  have  diftin- 
guifhed  pure  faline  bodies,  and  which,  in  union 
with  other  bodies,  form  more  compound  faits. 
This  aerial  principle,  like  pure  acid  fpirits,  is  fo~ 
lubie  in  water,  and  imparts  to  it  its  peculiar  fharp 
and  acidulous  favour.  In  combination  with  me¬ 
talline  and  abforbent  earths,  it  forms  concretes 
foluble  in  water,  and  giving  to  the  water  a  pecu¬ 
liar  tafle,  refulting  in  part  from  the  fpiritous 
principle,  and  in  part  from  the  earth  with  which 
it  is  combined.  This  air,  therefore,  may,  he 
thinks,  be  juflly  (filed  a  mineral  elaftic  fpirit  of  a 
faline  nature,  fufficiently  diffinguifhed  by  its  rarity 
and  by  its  faline  properties.  And  he  concludes, 
that  a  clafs  of  faline  bodies  are  dete&ed,  which 
are  compofed  of  various  earthy  bafes  united  to 
a  volatile  aerial  fpirit,  and  differing  from  each  o- 
ther  according  to  the  nature  of  the  bafe. 

The  agreement  of  thefe  faline  concretes  with 
neutral  faits,  farther  appears  from  their  decom- 
pofition,  which  is  effected  by  the  fame  means  fer- 
ving  to  decompound  other  natural  faits.  The 
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aerial  fpirit  of  thefe  faline  concretes  is  forced  by 

fire,  from  its  union  with  the  earthy  bafe,  in  the 

. » 

fame  manner  as  the  acid  fpirit  of  other  neutral 
falts  is  expelled  by  fire  from  the  more  fiked  prin¬ 
ciples  which  enter  the  compofition  of  thefe  falts. 
The  faline  concretes  formed  with  this  aerial  fol- 
vent,  are  decompounded  by  the  addition  of  ftronger 
acids,  in  the  fame  manner  as  other  neutral  falts. 
And,  lajlly ,  they  are  decompounded  not  only  by 
ftronger  acids,  but  alfo  by  alkalies,  whether  fixed 
or  volatile.  In  the  decompofitions,  by  means  of 
alkalies,  no  effervefcence  or  difcharge  of  air 
bubbles  takes  place.  For  here  the  air  is  abforbed 
by  the  alkali,  and  not  expelled  from  the  water  as 
in  the  decompofition  of  thefe  waters  by  ftronger 
acids. 

"Thefe  obfervations,  our  author  thinks,  fhow  an 
exact  agreement  between  the  neutral  falts  and 
thole  faline  concretes,  which  are  formed  of  mephi¬ 
tic  air  united  to  an  earthy  bafe  in  the  acidulae. 
He  obferves,  however,  that  the  concretes  exilting 
in  the  Pouhon  water,  although  evidently  of  the 
neutral  kind,  have  not  hitherto  been  obtained  in 
a  folid  form.  This,  he  imagines,  may  in  forne 
meafure  be  owing  to  the  great  volatility  of  their 
fpiritous  principle  \  but  he  afcribes  it  chiefly  to 
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their  being  fubjedled  to  decoinpofition,  from  the 
precipitation  of  their  earthy  hafe,  by  means  of 
common  air,  during  the  evaporation  of  the  water 
in  which  they  are  diffolved. 

Although  the  mephitic  air  of  the  acidulae  be 
foluble  in  water,  imparting  to  it  a  briflv  pungent 
take,  which  has  generally  been  filled  fubacid  ; 
and  although  it  produces  many  effects  fnnilar  to 
thofe  of  acid  fpirits,  yet  it  differs  from  all  acids 
found  in  a  liquid  form,  in  its  rare  texture,  and  in 
its  elaftic  quality.  Befidcs  this,  it  does  not  hr  ike 
a  red  colour  with  fyrup  of  violets,  or  with  other 
blue  tindlures  of  vegetables,  which  has  ufually 
been  efleemed  a  teft  of  the  prefence  of  acid.  How 
far,  therefore,  it  may  julily  merit  the  title  of  an 
acid,  our  author  leaves  to  the  determination  of 
others.  He  thinks,  however,  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  that  mephitic  air  has  appeared  in  this  light 
to  many  philofophers ;  and  he  confiders  it  to 
be  the  fame  with  the  acidum  vagum  fodinarum 
of  Boerhaave,  with  the  acidum  centrale  perpetu- 
uin  inexhaurabile  of  Becher5  with  the  fpiritus 
fulphureus  aereo-aetherio-elaflicus  of  Hoffman, 
and  with  the  fal  embrionatus,  and  fal  efurinus  of 
Helmont. 

From 
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From  confidering  the  great  fubtlety  of  this 
principle,  its  power  of  tMblving  earthy  fubflan- 
ces,  its  property  of  readily  uniting  with  water, 
and  thus  pervading  the  minute  veffels  of  the  a- 
pinial  frame,  Dr  Brownr'gg  imagines  that  we  may 
form  fome  judgment  of  its  great  efficacy  as  a 
deobilruent  and  folvent  in  many  difeafes  of  the 


human  body,  arihng  from  preternatural  concre¬ 
tions  and  obhructioRS.  And,  from  attending 
to  the  great  antifeptic  powers  which  it  pofTcfTes 


in  common  with  acids,  we  may,  in  fome  meafure, 
account  for  thofe  extraordinary  effects  which  it  is 

j  ✓ 

found  to  produce  in  the  cure  of  many  obilinate 


difeafes  * 


V, 

Of  Torpedos  found  on  the  Co  a. ft  cf  England,  in  a 
Letter  from  John  Walfh,  A/y;  F.  R.  S-to  Thomas 
Pennant,  Efq\  F.  R.  S.  Vid.  F hi lofophica ETranf- 
( ictions ,  Vol.  LX  IV.  P.  2d.  gt o .  London . 

51  has  long  been  the  opinion  of  natural  ids, 
that  the  Torpedo  or  Electric  Ray,  a  fifh 
which  has  of  late  been  the  fource  of  much  phi- 
Von.  IV,  D  la- 
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lofophical  inquiry,  is  not  a  native  of  the  Britifh 
fhore,  but  to  be  found  only  in  warmer  climates. 
But  the  ingenious  writer  of  the  prefent  letter, 
who  is  already  well  known  to  the  learned  world, 
by  his  obfervations  on  this  animal,  has  here  gi¬ 
ven  fufficient  evidence,  that  the  opinion  is  a 
miflaken  one. 

In  confequence  of  inquiries  which  he  fet  on 
foot,  he  received  in  London  two  torpedos  taken 
in  Torbay,  the  one  in  the  beginning  of  Auguft, 
the  other  in  the  beginning  of  November.  The 
firit  of  thefe  Mr  Waifh  himfelf  had  not  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  feeing;  but  it  was  examined  by  Mr  John 
Hunter,  and  the  electrical  organs  fuccefsfully 
injected.  The  fecond  he  examined  particularly 
before  it  was  differed.  He  found  it  to  weigh 
fifty-three  pounds  averdupois,  and  to  meafure 

t 

four  feet  in  length,  two  feet  and  a  half  in  its 
extreme  breadth,  and  about  four  inches  and  a 

<  '  '  .  .  •  i 

half  in  its  extreme  thicknefs.  Thus  this  Britifh 
torpedo  was  near  three  times  the  fize  of  the  lar- 
geft  which  are  caught  in  the  Mediterranean.  Its 
eleCtric  organs  were  proportioned  to  its  fize  in 
other  refpeCts,  each  meafuring  about  fifteen  in¬ 
ches  in  extreme  length,  and  eight  in  extreme 

breadth, 
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The  eledric  organs  of  this  lad  torpedo  alfo 
were  injected  by  Mr  Hunter  ;  but,  from  the 
burding  of  the  artery,  he  was  fo  me  what  difap- 

»  1 

pointed.  He  determined,  however,  the  number 
of  columns  in  one  organ  to  amount  to  1182, 
and  he  fully  confirmed  the  observation  he  had 
formerly  made,  that  their  numerous  horizontal 
partitions  were  very  vafcular. 

Mr  Walfli  obferves,  that  the  red  of  this  tor¬ 
pedo  being  dreffed,  was  brought  to  table,  and 
that  fome  of  his  friends  Suffered  a  little  from 

s. 

their  curofity  in  tading  it.  He  is,  however,  of 
opinion,  that,  although  it  has  been  forbid  to  be 
fold  in  the.  market  of  Venice  by  the  prefed:  of 
health,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  deemed  unwholefome 
food.  The  eledrical  organs,  which  make  about 
one  half  of  the  animal,  are  an  infipid  mucilage  ; 
but  its  mufeuiar  part  is  as  palatable  as  the  defh 
of  the  other  rays.  They  are  fold,  he  obferves, 
in  the  markets  of  France  ;  but  thofe  which  are 
old  or  overgrown,  are  in  little  requed. 

From  the  observations  of  Aridotle,  Lorenzi- 
ni,  and  Mr  Saunier  of  la  Rochelle,  our  author 
concludes,  that  the  torpedo  brings  forth  its  young 
twice  in  the  year,  and  that  this  principally  takes 
place  about  the  vernal  and  autumnal  equinoxes. 

■P  2  From 
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From  fome  circumftances,  however,  lie  is  led  ta 
think,  that  there  may  likewife  be  a  production 
about  midfummei; ;  and,  from  the  remarkable 
in  flan  ces  of  fuperfoetation  which  he  has  fome- 
times  obferved,  he  farther  infers,  that,  agreeably 
to  Ariflotle3s  information  concerning  the  carti¬ 
laginous  fiO'i  n  general,  the  torpedo  goes  near 
fix  months  with  young . 

From  fome  information  which  our  author  ob» 
tained  by  means,  of  his  learned  friend  Sir  George 
Baker,  refpe&ing  a  torpedo  which  was  caught 
at  Mounts  Bay  in  Cornwall,  it  appears,  that  it 
does  take  the  hook.  He  concludes,  therefore, 
that  thofe  beautiful  poetical  descriptions  of  the 
capture  of  the  torpedo,  which  by  many  have 
been  thought  bibulous,  are  in  reality  founded. 
He  remarks,  however,  that,  to  catch  with  the 
greateft  fuccefs  the  torpedo,  as  well  as  other  flat 
fifh,  which  keep  near  the  ground,  the  trawl  or 
drag-net  muft  be  ufed. 

The  torpedo,  Mr  Walfh  obferves,  is  found  on 
the  coaft  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  of  England. 
Where  the  flfhery,  indeed,  was  wholly  carried 
on  by  the  hook  and  line,  the  A&ermen  were  en¬ 
tire  {Dangers  to  the  torpedo  ;  but  at  Ring,  a 
fin  all  fifiiing  village  where  pole-trawling  is  prac- 
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tiled,  they  are  acquainted  with  it.  They  told  him, 

.•  . 

that  they  fometimes  caught  one  or  two  in  a 
year,  fometimes  none  in  two  or  three  years. 
They  had  taken  two  that  year,  and  one  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  which  were,  at  a  medium,  about 
eighteen  inches  long  and  fourteen  broad,  and 
were  caught  a  league  off  the  fhore. 

That  the  torpedo  may  become  the  fu'bjetl  of 
experiment,  it  is  neceffary  not  only  to  know 
where  it  is  to  be  found,  but  how  it  can  beft  be 
preferved  abve.  Mr  Walfh  concludes  the  pre- 
fent  letter  with  fome  obfervations  on  this  fubjech 
He  obferves,  that  the  electric  ray  is  fo  far  am¬ 
phibious,  as  to  exift  in  air  for  the  fpace  oi  twen¬ 
ty-four  hours.  When  kept  in  frefh  Water  it 
furvives  not  much  longer.  But,  as  the  heft  me¬ 
thod  of  preferving  it,  he  propolis  a  well-  boat  * 
kept  in  fait  water,  and  not  put  into  much  mo¬ 
tion.  In  fuch  a  pen,  he  has  preferved  them 
for  feveral  days,  and  always  without  food.  In 
confinement,  they  negle£t  all  kinds  of  prey  $ 
but,  from  their  quiet  nature,  he  thinks  it  would 
be  eafy  to  force  them,  if  neceffary,  to  fwallow 
food. 

Thus,  then,  it  appears,  that  Great  Britain  has 
a  claim  to  the  torpedo,  or  ele&ric  ray  of  the 
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broad  marine  fort,  whofe  influence  has  been  faid 
to  fubdue  obftinate  headachs,  and  even  the  gout 
itfelf.  For  medical  purpofes,  however,  this  ani¬ 
mal  will  not  now  be  employed,  as  the  Leyden 
phial  contains  all  its  magic  powers. 


VI. 

Remede  eprouve  pour  giterir  radicalement  le  Can¬ 
cer  occidte  et  manifefle  cu  ulcere .  Par  MeJJlre 
G.  IL  Le  Febure  de  St  Ild***9  Ecuyer  Dotleur 
en  Medecine .«  8vo.  Paris. 

rjrX)  this  treatife  Mr  Le  Febure  has  prefixed  as 
JL  a  motto,  the  following  quotation  from 
Celfus  :  Melius  eft  anceps  eligere  remedium 
quam  nullum :  And  he  introduces  his  fubjed 
►  by  prefenting  us  with  a  few  obfervations  on  this 
fentirnent.  Re  obferves,  that,  by  the  word  an- 

ceps ,  he  does  not  mean  a  remedy,  the  effe&s  of 

/ 

which  are  doubtful.  He  underftands  it  only  to 
mean,  that  it  is  better  to  employ  a  medicine,  the 
good  effects  of  which  have  not  been  confirmed 
by  general  experience,  than  to  ufe  none  at  all. 

He 
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He  declines  entering  into  any  difquifition  con¬ 
cerning  the  caufes  of  cancer,  the  feat  of  it,  or 
the  nature  of  the  cancerous  virus.  He  informs 
us,  however,  refpedting  the  lad  of  thefe  par¬ 
ticulars,  that  in  one  indance  he  found  it  al- 
kalefcent,  and  in  another  acefcent  ;  and  he 
regrets,  that,  from  the  want  of  fufficient  fup- 
ply  of  matter,  he  was  unable  to  carry  his  re* 
iearches  farther.  He  found,  contrary  to  the  af- 
fertions  of  the  author  of  the  Di&ionnaire  Eco- 
nornique,  that  the  cancerous  virus,  when  given 
to  dogs,  had  no  effect  in  producing  the  rabies 
canina  ;  and  he  promifes  a  more  minute  detail  of 
his  experiments  on  this  fubjedt,  in  fome  obferva- 
tions  on  hydrophobia,  which  he  is  at  prefent 
preparing  for  the  prefs. 

Having  premifed  a  few  introductory  remarks 
refpeding  the  diffidence  and  circumfpedion  with 
which  new  medicines  ought  to  be  propofed  or 
adopted,  intended  to  infpire  a  confidence  with 
regard  to  what  he  is  afterwards  to  advance,  he 
informs  us,  that  arfenic,  taken  internally,  is  the 
remedy  which  he  has  difcovered  to  be  effectual 
in  the  cure  of  cancer.  As  this  pradfice  will  na¬ 
turally  furprife  mofi  readers,  he  juflifies  himfelf 
from  the  charge  of  vain  empyricifm,  by  enume¬ 
rating  inflances  where  phyficians  have  had  re- 

D  q  courfe 


MEDICAL 


56 

courfe  to  fubftances  equally  dangerous,  and  e-* 
veil  to  arfenic  itfelf,  with  ftngular  advantage. 

Mr  Le  Fehure  next  proceeds  to  mention  the 
circumftances  to  be  attended  to  in  the  admini- 
ftrafion  of  arfenic.  He  orders  it  to  be  given  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  following  receipt.  Take  four 
grains  of  arfenic,  of  a  clear  white  fhming  .appear¬ 
ance,  and  in  ffnall  cry  Rais  ;  diffolve  it  in  a  pint 
of  diddled  water  ;  let  the  patient  take  a  table 
fpoonful  of  this  folution,  with  an  equal  quantity 
of  milk,  and  half  an  ounce  of  fyrup  of  poppies* 
every  morning,  faffing,  and  taking  care  to  take 
nothing  for  an  hour  alter. 

This  courfe  muft  be  continued  for  eight  days,, 
after  which?  a  dole  is  to  be  taken  in  the  fame 
manner  twice  every  day,  the  hr  ft  in  the  morning,, 
the  fecond  towards  eight  at  night.  At  the  end 
of  a  fortnight,  three  dofes  are  to  be  niven  in  a 
day,  the  tlvrd  being  taken  about  mid-day. 

In  this  manner,  women  of  weakly  conftitu- 
tions  may  continue  till  a  cure  be  compleated. 
But,  with  an  adift  of  a  good  eonftitution,  the 
dofe  may  be  augmented,  by  degrees,  every  eight 
days,  till  he  take  fix  table  fpoonfuls  of  the  folir- 
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tion  every  day  ;  two  table  fpoonfuls  bcirtg  taken 
for  each  dofe,  with  as  much  milk,  and  half  an 
an  ounce  of  the  fyrup  of  poppies.  For  children, 
tea-fpoons  muff  be  ufed,  and  the  dofe  fhould,  on 
no  accounts  exceed  three  of  thefe,  with  a  propor¬ 
tional  quantity  of  the  fyrup  of  poppies. 

But,  befides  that  the  folution  of  arfenic  is  thus 
to  be  increafed  to  a  certain  height,  in  point  of 
quantity,  the  flrength  is  alfo  to  be  augmented. 
Six  grains  of  arfenic  may  be  diflblved  in  the  fe- 
cond  bottle  of  the  folution,  and  eight  in  the  third. 
But,  beyond  this,  our  author  thinks  it  unadvife* 
able  to  proceed.  He  has,  in  general,  found  fix 
bottles  of  the  folution  fufficient  for  the  cure  of 
an  open  cancer.  In  one  cafe,  however,  eight 
were  neceffary. 

He  informs  us,  that  this  remedy,  taken  with 
the  above  precautions,  never  occafions  any  un¬ 
lucky  accident ;  and  is  not  difagreeable  to  the 
tafle,  It  does  not  act  in  any  certain  manner  up-' 
on  the  fecretions  or  excretions.  Some,  indeed, 
difcharge  their  urine  more  freely  than  ufual,  with-  ■ 
fome  the  belly  is  more  loofe,  and  with  others  the 
perfpiration  is  n  ore  copious.  But  thefe  effedb 
are  neither  general  nor  conlhnt. 
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A  purgative  compounded  of  manna,  rhubarb, 
and  fal  feignette,  is  to  be  given  every  eight  or 
twelve  davs.  Whey,  with  twelve  grains  of  nitre 
to  the  bottle,  or  a  weak  decoction  of  the  root  of 
altkea,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  nitre,  is  to  be 
ufed  for  common  drink.  The  belly  is  to  be 
kept  open  by  injections  of  whey,  bran  water,  or 
pure  water,  with  the  addition,  if  neceffary,  of  e- 
molient  herbs  or  honey. 

With  refpect  to  regimen,  it  is  neceiTary  to  ab- 
itain  from  wine  and  fermented  liquors.  Broth, 
made  with  a  little  beef,  veal,  or  chicken,  are  pro¬ 
per.  Broiled,  roafted,  or  boiled  meat,  ought  to 
be  taken  in  final!  quantity,  Spinage,  lettuce,  fuc- 
cory,  or  forrel,  may  be  given  with  advantage. 
Ripe  fruit  is  not  to  be  difeharged.  Rice,  cream, 
and  milk  in  different  forms,  is  a  very  proper  part 
of  diet, 

Mr  Le  Febure  has  fometimes  been  obliged  to 
give  the  Peruvian  bark,  and  to  open  an  iffue, 
when  the  humours  were  either  very  alkalefcent, 
or  in  very  great  quantity.  He  even  confiders 
an  iffue  as  ufeful  in  every  cafe.  When  the  ul¬ 
cer  is  cicatrized,  he  recommends  cold  or  warm 
mineral  waters,  according  to  the  circumflances 
of  the  patient,  with  a  view  of  compleating  the 
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cure ;  or,  where  tliefe  cannot  be  had,  he  gives 
artificial  ones. 

Befides  this  treatment  by  internal  medicines,  the 
method  of  drefiing  the  ulcer  becomes  alfo  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  attention  in  the  cure  of  cancer.  If  the 

tumour  be  not  ulcerated,  he  recommends,  that 
it  fhould  be  wafhed  with  a  folution  of  arfenic,  ha¬ 
ving  to  the  extent  of  eight  grains  in  the  pint  of 
water ;  and  he  advifes  afterwards  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  following  cataplafm.  Take  of  carrot 
juice  one  pound,  of  fugar  of  lead  half  an  ounce, 
of  arfenic,  diflolved  in  diddled  vinegar,  half  an 
ounce,  of  liquid  laudanum,  a  dram  and  a  half  \ 
form  the  whole  into  a  mafs  of  proper  confidence 
with  as  much  powder  of  hemlock  as  is  neceflary. 
With  part  of  this  cataplafm  the  tumour  is  to  be 
covered  to  a  tolerable  thicknefs,  and  the  whole 
kept  on  with  a  diachylon  plafler. 

If  the  cancer  be  of  the  ulcerated  kind,  he  ad¬ 
vifes,  that  the  ichorous  ferofity  be  taken  away  at 
each  drefiing,  by  means  of  dry  charpee.  He 
then  directs  the  ulcer  to  be  fomented  with  the 
arfenical  folution,  having  the  chill  taken  off  it, 
and  having  about  one  third  of  red  wine  added 
to  it.  If  the  fore  be  of  a  very  bad  kind,  he  pro- 
pofes  that  the  arfenic  be  dififolved  in  a  deco&ion 
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of  bark,  for  fomenting  the  ulcer.  After  this,  the 
cataplafin  mentioned  above,  and  the  plader  are 
to  be  applied.  This  treatment  mud  be  renewed 
every  twelve  hours. 

If  the  ulcer  be  fituated  in  the  womb,  he  re¬ 
commends,  that  injections  be  frequently  thrown 
up  of  a  decoction  of  carrots  and  hemlock,  having 
four  grains  of  opium,  and  as  much  arfenie,  diflok 
ved  in  every  pint  of  it. 

Mr  Le  Febure,  before  he  concludes  this  trea- 
life,  allures  his  readers,  that,  in  more  than  two 
hundred  inftances,  he  has  had  proofs  of  the  effi¬ 
cacy  of  the  medicine  here  propofed.  Ke  does 
not,  however,  pretend,  that  it  is  infallible  in  eve¬ 
ry  cafe;  Fie  confiders  the  difeafe  to  be  incurable, 
if,  in  its  progrefs,  a  confiderable  haemorrhagy 
has  happened,  from  the  erofion  of  large  blood 
veffels.  Nothing  alfo  but  a  miracle  could  fave 
thofe  who  are  hectic,  or  in  the  lad  Itage  of  phthi- 
fis.  To  judge  of  the  efficacy  of  any  remedy,  he 
obferves,  that  the  patient  with  whom  it  is  tried 
fhould,  at  lead,  enjoy  an  ordinary  good  conditu- 
tion,  and  be  free  from  a  complication  of  difeafes. 
And  he  confiders  the  exhibition  of  a  new  remedy 
to  a  patient j  in  fome  meafure,  breathing  his  lad, 

as 
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as  ferving  no  othet  purpofe  but  to  bring  it  into 
difcredit. 


VIE 


'Elements  of  the  Practice  of  Midwifery ■,  By  Alex¬ 
ander  Hamilton,  Surgeon ,  and  Teacher  of  Mid - 
wifery  in  Edinburgh ,  8vo.  London . 


5T  may  perhaps  be  imagined,  that  an  account 
of  a  general  fydem,  on  any  particular  branch 
of  medicine,  is  but  ill  adapted  to  the  nature  of 
fuch  a  work  as  ours.  Such  fyftems.  mud  conlid 
principally  of  opinions  and  doctrines,  which,  al¬ 
though,  perhaps,  they  may  be  more  didin&ly  ar¬ 
ranged  than  by  former  writers,  have  yet  been 
previoufly  known,  and  generally  received.  It 
may,  however,  with  truth,  be  affirmed,  that,  from 
the  publications  of  feveral  eminent  men,  more 
light  has  been  thrown  on  midwifery  within  thefe 
few  years  pad,  than  for  a  century  preceding. 
Hence,  an  elementary  view  of  this  fubjeCt,  ac¬ 
commodated  to  thefe  recent  difeoveries,  cannot 
be  unacceptable  to  practitioners.  As  fuch,  we 
propofe  to  prefent  our  readers  with  fome  account 
of  the  accurate  and  comprehensive  fyllabus  new 
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before  us.  Faffing  over,  however,  in  a  curfory 
manner  thofe  obfervations  of  this  treatife  which 
are  generally  known,  the  remarks  now  to  be  of¬ 
fered  wall  principally  relpect  the  new  matter 
which  it  contains. 

After  introducing  his  fuhjecl  by  a  general  de- 
fcription  of  the  foetus,  pelvis,  and  organs  of  ge¬ 
neration,  the  author  proceeds  to  offer  many  cu¬ 
rious  obfervations  on  the  function  of  generation. 
Many  have  been  the  theories  of  philofophers  with 
regard  to  this  wonderful  faculty  of  animal  fy- 
ftems.  And,  although  it  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
that  various  particulars  relpect ing  it  have  eluded 
all  inquiry,  yet  there  can  be  no  queftion,  that 
fome  circumftances  have  of  late  been  more  cer¬ 
tainly  afcertained,  and  that  the  progrefs  both  of 
the  foetus  and  uterus,  through  the  different  ftages 
of  pregnancy,  have  been  more  diftinctly  marked 
than  formerly.  On  this  fubjedfc  our  author  be¬ 
gins  with  fome  remarks  on  the  menftrual  flux. 
After  mentioning,  from  the  mod  accurate  obfer¬ 
vations,  the  time  of  appearance,  duration,  and 
quantity  of  this  difcharge,  he  offers  fome  re¬ 
flexions  on  the  different  caufes  to  which  it  has 

i  ' 

been  affigned.  Rejecting,  without  any  exa  ina- 
tion  thofe  opinions  which  fuppofe  menftruation 
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to  depend  on  the  influence  of  the  moon,  the 
ferment  of  particular  fluids,  or  fuch  like  caufes, 
he  confiders  it  as  mod  probable  that  it  proceeds 
from  an  univerfal  or  from  a  partial  plethora.  To 
the  former,  however,  he  brings  feveral  objections  ; 
and  he  afierts,  that  the  idea  itfeif  is  vague  ;  that 
the  exiftence  of  general  plethora  previous  to 
menftruation  is  by  no  means  proved  ;  and  that, 
even  allowing  it  to  be  proved,  it  will  not  account 
for  all  the  appearances.  He  holds  it  to  be  the 
latefl:  and  molt  probable  opinon,  that  the  menfes 
depend  on  a  topical  congeltion.  And  he  adopts 
this  opinion  on  the  ground  on  which  it  has  lately 
been  taught  in  the  iiniverfity  of  Edinburgh  by 
Doctor  Cullen. 

»  t  * 

/ 

He  fets  out  with  obferving,  that  the  growth  of 
the  human  fyftem,  in  general,  depends  on  an  in- 
creafe  of  the  quantity  of  fluids,  giving  occafion 
to  the  dillenfion  of  veffels,  and  thus  producing 
a  gradual  evolution.  This  evolution  he  confi¬ 
ders  as  not  happening  equally  in  every  part  of  the 
body  at  the  fame  time,  but  fucceffively  in  diffe¬ 
rent  parts,  according  to  the  fize  and  denflty  of 
the  feveral  veffels,  determined  by  the  original 
(lamina.  The  upper  parts  of  the  body,  he  ob¬ 
serves,  firft  acquire  the  natural  fize,  and  then  the 

lower 
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lower  extremities.  By  this  conftitution,  the  utc* 
rus  is  not  coniiderably  evolved  till  the  reft  of  the 
body  be  nearly  arrived  at  its  fall  bulk.  But  the 
veflels  of  other  parts,  in  confequence  of  their  di- 
ftenfion  and  growth,  increafing  in  denfity,  not  only 
give  greater  refiftance,  but  determine  the  blood 
in  greater  quantity  to  parts  not  yet  equally  evol¬ 
ved.  Upon  thefe  principles,  there  will  be  a  pe¬ 
riod  in  the  growth  of  the  body,  when  the  veflels 
of  the  uterus  will  be  diftended  till  they  are  in  ba¬ 
lance  with  the  reft  of  the  lyftem.  This  theory 
fimpofes  the  conftitution  of  thefe  veflels  to  be 
that  it  may  proceed  fo  far  as  to  open  their 
extremities  terminating  in  the  cavity  of  the  ute¬ 
rus,  fo  as  to  pour  out  blood  there,  or  that  a  cer^; 
tain  degree  ot  difteation  may  be  fufficient  to  ir¬ 
ritate  ana  mcreafe  the  addon  of  the  veflels,  pro¬ 
ducing  an  haemorrhagic  effort,  which  may  force 
the  extremities  of  the  veflels  with  the  fame  effedl 
of  pouring  out  the  blood. 

In  this  manner,  it  is  imagined,  that  the  flrft 
appearance  of  a  flow  of  blood  from  the  uterus 
in  women  m?y  he  accounted  for.  It  proceeds 
upon  the  fuppofltion,  that  the  evolution  of  each 
particular  part  rnuft  efpeciaby  depend  upon  in- 
creafed  congeftion  in  its  proper  veflels..  But  as 

thi% 


COMMENTARIES. 


65 


this  plethoric  ftate  of  the  veffels  of  the  uterus 
produces  an  evacuation  of  blood  from  them, 
they  are  again  put  into  a  relaxed  ftate  with  re- 
fped  to  the  reft  of  the  fyftenu  This  emptied 
and  relaxed  ftate  is  fuppofed  to  give  occafion  to 
a  new  congeftion,  till  thefe  veffels  be  again 
brought  to  the  degree  of  diftenfion  which  may 
either  force  their  extremities,  or  produce  a  new 
haemorrhagic  effort,  with  the  fame  effedt  as  be¬ 
fore.  Thus,  the  menftrual  difcharge  is  begun 
by  caufes  which  muft  continue  to  produce  it  at 
certain  intervals,  till  particular  circumftances  oc¬ 
cafion  a  conftderable  change  in  the  conftitution  of 
the  uterus.  The  return  of  this  difcharge  at  nearly 
the  fpace  of  a  month,  depends  on  a  certain  balance 

between  the  veffels  of  the  uterus  and  thofe  of  o- 

\ 

ther  parts  of  the  body.  When  the  firft  periods 
are  thus  determined,  a  conlTderable  increafe  or 
diminution  of  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  fyftem 
will  have  afterwards  but  little  effect,  as  increafmg 
or  diminifhing  the  quantity  diftributed  to  the  ute¬ 
rus.  And  when  this  evacuation  has  been  repeated 
for  fome  time,  at  regular  periods,  it  is  fuppofed, 
that  the  power  of  habit  will  have  a  great  fhare  in 
continuing  this  regularity. 
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In  this  manner,  according  to  our  author,  does 
Dr  Cullen  explain  the  theory  of  menftruation. 
And  he  is  inclined  to  confider  this  account  as  the 
moil  rational  that  has  yet  been  advanced.  lie 
toncludes,  however,  with  obferving  that  to  him 
it  Teems  Hill  liable  to  objection.  What  thefe  ob¬ 
jections  are,  however,  our  author  has  not  faid  ; 
hor  is  it  our  bufmefs  to  enter  into  any  inquiry 
refpe&ing  them.  We  may  here,  however,  ob- 
ferve,  that  this  opinion  is  not,  perhaps,  fo  gene¬ 
rally  received  at  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh  as 
our  author  feems  to  imagine.  Dr  Monro  is  (till 
a  ftrenuous  advocate  for  the  fuppofition,  that 
menftruation  depends  on  a  general  plethora ; 
and  Dr  Duncan,  while  he  taught  the  Inflitutions 
of  Medicine  in  the  univerfity,  was  fo  little  fatif- 
ficd  with  either,  that  he  ventured  to  propofe  a 
new  hypothecs  on  this  fuhjeCL  With  a  fhort 
account  of  h.s  opinion  we  fhall  probably  prefent 
our  readers  in  fome  future  number.  Mean 

s 

while,  it  Will  be  fufficient  to  befpeak  their  atten¬ 
tion,  if  we  obferve,  that,  in  a  matter  of  fo  much 
doubt,  it  is  hard  to  fay,  who  may  be  the  fortunate 
perfon,  firil  to  hit  upon  the  truth. 

After  thefe  remarks  on  the  menflrual  flux, 
Mr  Hamilton  next  ofFers  fome  observations  on 

conception. 
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conception.  Here  he  reduces  all  the  hypothefes 
that  have  been  offered  on  the  fubjedl  to  three 
heads.  Some,  he  obferves,  have  imagined,  that 
the  rudiments  of  the  foetus  are  contained  in  the 
mother.  Others  are  of  opinion  that  they  cxift 
in  the  male.  And  a  third  fet  hold,  that  the  foe¬ 
tus  refults  from  an  union  of  both.  To  this  Lift 
opinion,  our  author  Teems  to  be  moft  inclined. 
For,  after  giving  a  fhort  view  of  the  hypothefes 
of  Ariftotle,  Leewenhoek,  and  Buffoh,  and  after 
remarking,  that  all  of  them,  however  apparent¬ 
ly  fpecious,  are  equally  expofed  to  difficulties  and 
objections,  he  obferves,  that  it  is  certain  there  can 
be  no  impregnation  but  by  the  mutual  concurrence 
of  the  generative  faculties  of  both  fexes.  He 
holds,  that,  by  the  orgafmus  venereus  and  the 
injection  of  the  male  feed,  all  the  uterine  appen¬ 
dages  are  put  in  motion,  and  that  the  Fallopian 
tubes  become  turgid  and  creel,  fo  that  their  fim¬ 
briae  grafp  the  ovaria,  and  feparate  one  of  the  o« 
va  from  it.  He  thinks  it  certain,  that  the  male 
femen  is  conveyed  into  the  uterus  in  coition ; 
and  he  reckons  it  alfo  probable,  that,  by  afeend- 
ing  through  the  Fallopian  tubes,  it  impregnates 
the  ovum,  and  that  the  impregnated  ovum  is  af¬ 
terwards  conducted  by  the  tube  into  the  ute- 
rus. 
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Having  thus  dated  his  opinion  of  conception, 
he  concludes  the  phydological  part  of  his  ele¬ 
ments  with  a  very  accurate  defcription  of  the  o 
vum  and  its  gradations,  as  well  as  of  the  gravid 
uterus  i  in  all  which  he  has  been  much  indebted 
to  the  elegant  plates  of  Dr  Hunter* 

The  fecond  great  divifion  of  Mr  Hamilton^ 
fubjed  is  thd  pathological  part  of  midwifery* 
Here  he  delivers  an  elementary  view  of  the  treat¬ 
ment  bed  fuited  for  various  topical  affedions  of 
the  parts  of  generation,  with  fame  obfer  vat  ions 
on  the  irregularities  of  the  mendrual  flux,  fluor 
albus,  furor  uterinus,  derility,  fpurious  gravidity, 
and  talfe  conception.  But  the  principal  part  of 
his  attend  on  is  bellowed  on  the  difeafes  of  preg¬ 
nancy  ;  and  he  is  particularly  minute  on  the  ca ri¬ 
fe  s  and  treatment  of  floodings. 

He  defines  the  maenorrhagia  gravidarum  cc  an 
efTufion  of  blood  from  the  uterus,  confined  to  no 
regular  or  dated  periods,  in  quantity  and  dura¬ 
tion  various,  and  liable  to  recur  on  the  flighted 
occaiions  ”  He  condders  the  immediate  caufe  of 
this  to  be,  in  every  cafe,  a  feparation  of  fome 
portion  of  the  placenta  or  chorion  from  the  inter¬ 
nal  furface  of  the  uterus.  The  remote  caufes, 
although  various,  may,  he  thinks,  be  reduced  to 

two. 
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two  heads.  Such,  viz.  as  afFedt  the  fyflem  in 
general,  and  fuch  as  affidhthe  uterus  and  pla¬ 
centa  in  particular.  To  the  firft  he  refers  ex-» 
ternal  accidents  changing  the  (late  of  circulation  * 
changes  in  the  circulation  from  internal  caufes, 
debility,  and  plethora ;  to  the  laft  belong  direct 
affedtions  of  the  uterus  and  placenta,  and  ftiinuli 
communicated  to  them  from  an  affedfion  of  o- 
ther  parts. 

For  the  cure  of  floodings,  the  indications 
which  he  propofes  are,  to  leiTen  the  force  and 
velocity  of  the  blood  in  general ;  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  conflridion  of  the  patulous  mouths  of 
the  bleeding  vefiels,  or  the  formation  of  coaguia 
in  their  orifices.  For  anfwering  the  fir  ft  indica¬ 
tion,  he  recommends  relt,  a  recumbent  poiture, 
cool  air,  tranquility  of  mind,  a  light  diet,  vcnae- 
fctlion,  and  fometimes  opiates.  For  the  fecond 
he  recommends  internal  aflringent  medicines,  but 
chiefly  cold  ltyptie  applications  to  the  parts  affec¬ 
ted,  and  their  neighbourhood.  When,  howe¬ 
ver,  the  deluge  of  blood  is  fo  profufe  as  to  threa¬ 
ten  death,  if  the  woman  be  near  her  time,  he 
confiders  the  emptying  the  uterus,  by  delivery, 
to  be  the  only  fafe  expedient  both  for  preferving 
the  life  of  the  mother  and  the  child* 
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The  third  and  lafl  part  of  this  treatife  refpedts 
labours.  Under  this,  our  author  delivers  a  ffiort 
and  diffindt  view  of  the  rules  to  be  obferved  with 
regard  to  the  management  of  labours,  whether 
natural,  difficult,  or  praeter-natural.  And  after 
considering  the  methods  of  delivery,  and  the  ufe 
of  inftruments  in  all  other  cafes,  he  treats,  laflly , 
of  the  Caefarean  operation.  Here  he  confiders 
particularly  all  the  different  circumftances  which 
have  been  alledged  to  render  this  operation  necef- 
fary.  Thefe  he  refers  to  the  fix  following  heads, 
i  Narrownefs  or  bad  conformation  of  the  bones 
of  the  pelvis.  2.  Imperforated  vagina,  or  con* 
tractions  in  the  vagina,  cicatrices,  tumours,  or 
callofities  in  the  os  uteri.  3.  The  paffage  of  the 
child  through  the  uterus,  when  torn.  4.  Ven¬ 
tral  conceptions.  5.  Herniae  of  the  uterus.  6. 
The  petition  or  bulk  of  the  child.  After  offer¬ 
ing  feme  remarks  on  each  of  thefe,  he  concludes, 
that  the  abfolute  impoffibility  of  extracting  a  child 
through  the  aperture  of  the  pelvis  is,  perhaps, 
the  only  circumkance  which  can  juftify  the  per- 
for  nance  of  the  Caefarean  operation  on  the  li¬ 
ving  fubject.  He  concludes,  that  it  ought  never 
to  be  had  recourfe  to  in  cafes  of  difeafes  or  ori« 
ginal  mah conformation  of  the  foft  parts  of  gene¬ 
ration. 
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ration,  when  there  is  no  fufpicion  of  deformity 

of  the  bones. 
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Although,  however,  he  confiders  this  opera¬ 
tion  as  having  been  frequently  abufed,  yet  he 
has  no  doubt  that,  in  fome  cafes,  it  is  neceffary, 

1 

and  may  be  fuccefsful.  He  remarks,  indeed, 
that  the  fate  of  this  operation  in  the  city  of  E- 
dirburgh,  where  it  has  been  performed  five 
times,  is  rather  difcouraging,  as  none  of  the  wo¬ 
men  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  furvive  it 
many  days.  Of  the  lad  of  thefe  cafes,  where 
the  operation  was  performed  by  Mr  William 
Chalmer,  and  of  which  our  author  was  an  eye- 
witnefs,  he  gives  a  particular  hiftory.  In  this 
cafe,  where  delivery  by  every  other  means  was 
utterly  impracticable,  the  woman  furvived  the 
operation  only  for  the  fpace  of  twenty-fix  hours ; 
but  the  child  was  faved. 

Before  leaving  this  fubject,  he  propofes  it  as  a 
query,  to  what  caufe  the  frequent  want  of  fuc* 
cels  in  the  Caefarean  operation  is  to  be  imputed  ? 
Nervous  or  uterine  irritation  from  cutting,  in¬ 
ternal  haemorrhage,  or  the  extravafation  cf  flu¬ 
ids  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  may  each 
oT  them  be  afligned  as  the  caufe  of  death. 
Tie  is,  however,  difpofed  to  think,  that  it  is 
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principally  to  be  imputed  to  the  influence 
which  the  accefs  of  air  has  on  the  irritable 
vifeera.  This  opinion,  he  obferves,  is  much 
confirmed  by  the  experiments  of  Dr  Monro  on 
different  animals.  Dr  Monro  has  repeatedly 
found,  that,,  although  a  large  opening  be  made, 
by  an  incifion  into  the  abdomen,  yet,  if  the 
wound  be  quickly  clofed,  the  animal  will  reco¬ 
ver,  without  any  bad  confequence.  But,  if  the 
vifeera  be  expofed  for  a  few  minutes  to  the  air, 
dreadful  pains  come  on,  and  [convulfions,  ter¬ 
minating  in  death,  quickly  enfue,  Upon  open¬ 
ing  the  abdomen  after  death,  the  whole  vifeera 
are  found  to  be  in  an  inflamed  (late,  and  uni- 
vcrfaliy  adhering  to  each  other.  On  this  ground, 
in  performing  the  Caefarean  operation,  Mr  Ha¬ 
milton  recommends,  that  the  vifeera  be  expo- 
fed  as  little  as  poffible,  and  that  the  wound  be 
covered  with  the  utmofl  expedition. 
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SECT.  II. 

1 

Medical  Obfervations * 

i. 

Singular  effefis  from  the  application  of  Blue  Vi « 
trial,  by  Air  Samuel  Froat  Simmons,  Surgeon 
at  Wingham  in  Kent . 

A  Servant  to  a  gentleman  in  this  neighbour¬ 
hood,  who  had  received  a  flight  wound, 
not  more  than  half  an  inch  long,  from  a  knife, 
acrofs  the  back  of  h,s  hand,  had  it  flightly  touch¬ 
ed  with  blue  vitriol,  to  remove  a  little  fungus 
which  appeared  in  the  wound.  The  next  day 
he  complained  that  his  hand  was  much  fwelled, 
though  not  very  painful.  It  was  at  firft  fufpecl- 
ed,  that  the  tendinous  fafcia  on  the  back  of  the 

hand, 
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hand,  or  perhaps  the  tendons  themfelves,  were 
afie£ted,  and  had  occafioned  thefe  fymptoais. 

V 

The  fungus  not  being  removed  by  the  fir  ft  ap~ 
plication  of  the  vitriol,  which  was  exceedingly 
gentle,  and  merely  round  the  edges  of  the  wound, 
it  was  repeated,  and  the  fwdling  foon  increafed. 
A  lymphatic  vdfel  was  felt  painful,  and  infla¬ 
med  a  great  way  up  the  arm,  and  the  patient, 
complained  of  pain  in  the  axilla.  The  fymptoms 
were  now  afcribed  to  the  vitriol  ;  it  was  difcon- 

r 

tinued,  and  the  fwelling  foon  fubfided. 

I  have  fince  obferved  another  cafe,  very  much 
like  that  which  1  have  now  defcribed  ;  and  it  may 
perhaps  occur,  m  perfons  of  particular  habits, 
more  frequently  than  feems  hitherto  to  have 

been  noticed.  The  application  of  the  mercuri- 

/ 

us  praecipitatus  ruber  to  large  ulcers,  has  been 
found  fometimes  to  affect  the  mouth  ;  and  the 
fymptoms  here  related  feem  to  have  been  occa¬ 
fioned  by  an  abforption  of  the  copper.  That 
mineral,  therefore,  when  united  with  the  vitrio¬ 
lic  acid,  as  in  the  compofition  of  the  blue  vitriol, 
would  feem  to  be  rendered  capable  of  producing 
its  fpecific  effects  upon  the  body,  even  when  ex¬ 
ternally  applied,  though  no  fuch  effedt  arifes  from 
k,  m  its  metallic  form. 

II. 
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II. 

Violent  Afthmatic  Fits,  occafioned  by  the  effhr^a 
of  Ipecacuanha  ;  by  William  Scott,  M.  D.  of 
Stamfordham ,  North  umber  land. 

MRS  S . of  Stamfordham  in  Northumber¬ 

land,  married  a  perfon  of  the  medical 
faculty  in  the  year  1759,  being  then  about  26 
years  of  age.  She  had  been  always  remarka¬ 
bly  healthy  before  that  period,  and  quite  free 
from  all  nervous  or  other  complaints,  except  a 
trifling  headach  that  ufed  to  affedt  her  temples 
and  forehead,  fometimes  for  a  night  or  lo,  about 
the  time  of  her  menflruation. 

The  firfl  year  or  two  after  her  marriage,  fhe 
enjoyed  her  ufuai  good  health  and  fpirits  in  ge¬ 
neral  ;  but  fometimes  fhe  was  afUidied  with  a 
very  troublefome  fhortnefs  of  breathing,  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  remarkable  flridture  about  her  throat 
and  bread,  and  with  a  particular  kind  of  whee¬ 
zing  noife.  Thefe  fits  came  on  very  fuddenly, 
and  without  any  exciting  caufe  that  at  fir  ft 
could  be  affigned.  They  were  often  fo  violent, 
as  to  threaten  immediate  fuffocation.  They  lafted 
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fometimes  fora  fhorter,  and  fometimes  for  a  longer 
time,  but,  in  general,  went  off  in  two  or  three 
days,  and  commonly  with  a  fpitting  of  a  tough 
phlegm,  wh:ch  {he  faid  had  a  difagreeable  metal¬ 
lic  tafle.  When  thefe  fits  we  re  off,  {lie  enjoyed 
her  ufual  good  health  and  fpirits.  She  had  chil- 
dien,  but  differed  as  little  as  any  woman  could 
do,  either  in  breeding  or  lying-in  ;  and  it  was 
not  obferved  that  fhe  was  more  fubject  to  thofe 
fits  when  with  child,  than  at  other  times;  She 
was  blooded,  and  took  fome  common  peftorai 
medicines  for  them  $  but  without  any  benefit. 

About  a  year  and  a  half,  or  two  years  after 
her  marriage,  Ihe  told  her  hufband  that  {he  had 
obferved  thefe  fits  had  always  attacked  her  when 
any  ipecacuanha  was  powdered  in  his  {hop,  and 
that  {he  was  certain  the  effluvia  of  that  medicine 
immediately  brought  them  on.  This  was  look¬ 
ed  on  at  firfl  as  a  fancy,  and  little  regard  paid  to 
it  for  fome  time.  However,  frequently  after  this, 
when  any  of  that  medicine  \yas  powdering  or  put¬ 
ting  up,  {lie  ufed  immediately  to  call  out,  per¬ 
haps  from  a  different  room,  that  fhe  found  the 
ipecacuanha,  and  that  they  would  fee  her  imme¬ 
diately  affedted  by  it.  This  I  and  feveral  others 
faw  frequently  happen,  as  fhe  had  faid  5  fo  that 
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ve  were  at  laft  convinced,  to  a  demondration, 
that  the  effluvia  of  the  medicine,  fome  how  or 
other,  fo  afitfted  her  nerves,  as  to  bring  on  a 
very  great  and  remarkable  degree  of  fpafm,  all 
about  her  throat  and  bread. 

Having  thus  had  feveral  repeated  proofs  of  the 
effects  the  medicine  had  upon  her,  great  precau¬ 
tion  was  therefore  taken  for  feveral  years,  never 
to  pound  any  of  it,  but  to  purchafe  it  powdered ; 
and  alfo  care  was  taken*  when  weighing  or  put¬ 
ting  any  of  it  up,  to  fend  her  out  of  the  wav,  or 
to  fome  diftant  part  of  the  houfe.  By  thefe 
means,  fhe  was  kept  pretty  clear  of  it  for  feven 
or  eight  years  together ;  during  which  time  fine 
enjoyed  perfect  good  health. 

Betwixt  nine  and  ten  o’clock  in  the  evening 
June  3d  1775,  her  hufband  happening  to  have 
got  a  quantity  of  the  pulv.  ipecacuanha  home, 
without  confidering,  opened  it  out,  and  put  it  in¬ 
to  a  bottle  :  His  wife  was  not  far  off  at  the  time, 
and  then  in  perfect  health.  Almoft  before  it  was 
got  quite  put  into  the  bottle,  fhe  called  out  that 
ffie  felt  the  ipecacuanha  affeft  her  throat,  on 
which  (lie  was  immediately  feized  with  a  drift ure 
upon  her  bread,  and  a  difficulty  of  breathing. 
She  was  advifed  to  walk  out  into  the  air,  to  try  if 

that 
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that  would  put  it  oft,  but  it  had  little  or  no  effed ; 
fhe  went  to  bed  feme  little  time  afterwards,  was 
exceedingly  ill  all  night,  and  betwixt  two  and 
three  o’clock  next  morning  I  law  her,  when 
fhe  was  gafping  for  breath  at  a  window,  was 
as  pale  as  death,  her  pulfe  fcarce  to  be  felt, 
and,  in  fhort,  feemed  evidently  to  be  in  the  ut- 
xnofl  immediate  danger  of  fuffocation.  She  had 
feven  or  eight  ounces  of  blood  taken  from  her 
arm  ;  her  feet  put  into  warm  water  ;  an  anodyne 
draught,  with  feven  or  eight  drops  of  laudanum, 
given  her  ;  and  floe  took  frequently  a  table  fpoon- 
ful  of  oil  of  almonds.  Done  of  theie  feemed  to 
have  any  effed,  and  fhe  continued  much  in  the 
fame  way,  with  few  or  no  intervals  of  eale,  till 
about  nine  o’clock  that  morning;  when,  being  in 
a  manner  aimed  exhaufted,  fhe  fell  into  a  kind 
of  difturbed  ileep,  the  difficulty  of  breathing,  with 
a  wheezing  noife,  (fill  continuing  but  little  aba¬ 
ted.  She  flept  forne  little  time,  and  got  out  of  bed 
again  about  eleven  o’clock  that  forenoon,  her 
breathing  being  dill  very  difficult,  and  her  eyes 
looked  red  and  a  little  inflamed.  After  fhe  got 
up,  fhe  became  eafler  towards  the  afternoon,  and 
it  was  the  i  fuppofed  it  would  go  off.  Dr  Brown, 
an  eminent  phyfleian  of  Newcadle  upon  Tyne, 

happening 
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happening  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood,  called  up¬ 
on  Mrs  S. ;  and  being  told  what  had  happened, 
faid,  he  had  known  a  cafe  pretty  much  fimilar 
from  the  fame  caufe  ;  and  hoped,  as  {he  then 
feemed  better,  it  would  foon  go  off.  He  recom¬ 
mended  to  her  riding  out  as  foon  as  {he  was  able, 
and  to  be  kept  open.  Towards  bed-time  the 
fame  evening,  the  difficulty  of  breathing  return¬ 
ed,  and  fhe  was  again  exceedingly  ill  all  night  ; 
had  flannel  cloths  wrung  out  of  warm  water  ap¬ 
plied  to  her  feet,  bread,  and  throat,  with  little  or 
no  advantage;  was  blooded  again  about  feven 
o’clock  next  morning,  and  had  alfo  a  biiffer  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  back  part  of  her  neck ;  ftili  conti¬ 
nuing  now  and  then  a  fpoonful  of  the  oil  of  al¬ 
monds.  She  again  fell  upon  fome  deep  about  nine 
in  the  morning,  and  continued  in  bed  till  betwixt 
eleven  and  twelve  ;  {he  got  up,  and  was  again  a 
little  eafier  during  the  day,  but  at  night  was  as  bad 
as  ever.  The  fame  fcene  was  continued  for 
eight  days  and  nights  fucceflively  ;  that  is,  fhe 
was  generally  a  little  eafier  from  about  eleven 
o’ciock  in  the  forenoon,  although  ffill  far  from 
well,  till  towards  ten  or  eleven  o’clock  at  night, 
when  the  ffiortnefs  of  breathing  always  returned 
very  violently.  However,  after  eight  days,  {he 

began 
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began  to  get  fome  better  reft  at  night  ;  the 
afthinatic.  fits  were  neither  fo  long  nor  fo  violent ; 
and,  about  fourteen  days  from  the  accident,  they 
were  almoft  entirely  gone  off.  Although  {he  is 
now  in  very  good  health,  fhe  has  not  yet  quite  re¬ 
covered  her  ufual  flefh,  flrength,  and  colour.  Be- 
fides  the  above  mentioned  medicines,  fhe  took  at 
times,  during  the  firft  eight  days,  fmall  quantities 
of  an  emulfion  of  fpermaceti,  lac.  ammoniacum, 
and  fucc.  liquorit.  \  had  a  dofe  of  cooling  pbyfic  5 
rode  and  walked  out  a  little  fometimes ;  had  a 
few  anodyne  draughts,  with  feven  or  eight  drops 
of  laudanum ;  but  it  could  not  be  obferved  that 
fhe  got  any  benefit  from  any  of  them,  except  that 
fhe  fometimes  thought  the  oil  of  almonds  gave 
hdr  a  little  eafe.  She  had  a  fhow  of  the  menfes 
four  or  five  days  after  the  accident,  although  it 
was  then  only  about  the  middle  of  the  uiual  pe¬ 
riod  ;  fhe  coughed  up  at  times  fome  fmall  quanti¬ 
ties  of  blood,  and  had  alio  fome  mixed  with  her 
ftoois  and  urine. 

The  reafon  why  the  laudanum,  the  molt  effec¬ 
tual  and  univerfal  antdpafmodic,  was  ufed  in  fuch 
fmall  quantities,  was,  that  it  was  known  before, 
that  fhe  could  never  bear  above  eight  or  nine 
drops  of  it,  as  the  common  dofe  ufed  to  affedt 

her 
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her  with  violent  ficknefs  at  ftomach,  giddinefs, 
and  pain  in  her  head,  to  fo  great  a  degree,  that, 
for  feme  years  pad,  fhe  neither  would  take,  nor 
durft  her  hufband  ad  mini  her,  a  larger  dole  to  her. 
At  the  time  the  above  accident  happened,  fhe  was 
not  with  child,  nor  had  fhe  had  any  for  feme  years 
before. 

The  above  effects  of  ipecacuanha  I  believe  very 
feldotn  happen,  and,  no  doubt,  arife  from  fome 
peculiarity  of  conftitution.  Medical  writers,  at 
lead  as  far  as  I  can  recoiled.  feem  to  have  taken 
little  or  no  notice  of  its  ever  producing  fuch  an 
pffed. 

Mr  Leighton,  a  very  reputable  furgeon-apo- 
thecary  in  Newcaftle,  told  me,  that  the  effluvia 
of  ipecacuanha  had  the  very  fame  effed  upon  his 
wife,  as  it  is  above  deferibed  to  have  upon  Mrs 
S . ;  and  that  he  had  once,  in  particular,  very 
near  loft  her  ,  from  having  fome  of  it  powdered 
in  his  fhop. 

The  ipecacuanha  that  had  the  above  effeds 
upon  Mrs  S.  was  the  common  officinal  afh-co- 
loitred,  or  grey  kind. 

HI,. 
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An  Account  of  the  effects  of  Lightning ,  in  dif cuffing 
a  Tumour  of  the  Breajl .  Communicated  to  Dr 
Duncan,  by  Dr  Alexander  Eafon,  Fhyfician^ 
Dublin® 

T  "  H  E  following  cafe,  which  wras  related  to 


JL  me  both  by  Dr  Hicks,  and  by  the  Rev, 
Mr  Wynne  of  Abraken  in  the  county  of  Meath, 
whole  wife  was  the  fubjett  of  it,  is  fo  far  fingular, 
that  I  think  it  defeives  notice,  and  may  perhaps 
be  of  ufe  in  pra&ice. 

Some  years  ago,  Mrs  Wynne,  after  delivery  of 
a  child,  w  as  arfedled  with  a  hard  fchirrous  tumour 
in  her  left  bread:.  For  the  removal  of  it,  die 
wras  put  upon  a  courfe  of  medicine  and  proper 
regimen  by  Dr  Hicks.  But,  as  lie  found  it  to  be 
very  ftubhorn,  and  was  afraid  that  it  might  prove 
cancerous,  he  defired  her  to  go  to  Dublin,  to 
have  the  advice  of  fome  eminent  furgeons.  She 
accordingly  went  there,  and  coniulted  Meftrs, 
Daunt  and  Lifter,  who  recommended  it  to  her 
to  return  to  the  country,  and  to  purfue  the  fame 


courfe 
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courfe  of  medicine  for  fome  time  longer  ;  as  they 
confidered  cutting  off  the  bread,  or  extirpating 
the  tumour,  to  be  the  laft  remedy. 


Matters  continued  much  in  the  fame  date  as 
they  had  been  for  feveral  months,  when  die  ac¬ 
cidentally  received  a  blow  from  lightning,  as  flic 
dood  at  the  window  obferving  a  heavy  thunder- 
fhower.  The  lightning  by  which  die  was  druck 

let  fire  to  the  roof  of  the  houfe,  which  was  of 

\  \ 

thatch  ;  it  forced  the  chimney-piece  from  the 
wall,  and  raifed  the  carpet  from  the  floor.. 


Mrs  Wynne  received  the  droke  on  the  left 
dioulder,  from  which  it  pa  did  acrofs  the  dif- 
eafed  bread  and  down  her  back.  The  colour  of 
her  filk  gown  was  difcharged  in  two  different 
places  ;  the  flannel  on  her  bread  was  a  little  burnt, 
or  rather,  it  appeared  as  if  an  iron,  not  very  hot, 
had  been  drawn  acrofs  it.  She  fell  to  the  doer, 
and  remained  without  the  ufe  of  her  limbs  till 
night.  But,  upon  their  being  rubbed  with  dower 
of  mudard  and  fpirits,  die  recovered  the  ufe  of 
them. 


Two  days  after  this  accident.  Dr  Hicks  vifited 
her,  and,  to  his  great  furprife,  he  found  that  the 
tumour  of  her  bread  was  much  fofter,  and  con- 
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fiderablv  climinilhed.  It  a  fliort  time  after,  it  en- 
tirdy  difappeared,  although,  for  a  confiderable 
fpace  before,  it  had  refilled  the  power  of  every 
medicine  which  could  be  exhibited. 

From  this  cafe,  a  queflion  in  practice  naturally 
occurs.  Since  lightning  and  electricity  are  of  the 
fame  nature,  fhould  we  not  be  encouraged  to  try 
the  ele&ric  fhock  again  11:  indurated  fwellings  in 
glands  ?  And  may  it  not  ferve  at  leaf!  to  affift  o- 
ther  remedies,  when  the  cafe  is  ilubborn  ? 


IV. 

Obfervatims  on  the  Ufe  of  the  Cabbage- tree-bark , 
as  an  Anthelmintic .  By  Mr  William  Ander- 
fon.  Surgeon  in  Edinburgh, 

TH  E  pra&itioners  in  Britain,  who  have  em¬ 
ployed  the  cabbage-tree-bark  for  the  cure  of 
thofe  affliCled  with,  worms, have  differed  muchin  the 
account  they  have  given  of  its  obvious  operation* 
And,  while  by  many  it  is  held  to  be  a  medicine 
operating  very  violently,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined 
that,  altho  efficacious,  it  will  ever  be  foon  introdu¬ 
ced 
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ced  into  common  life.  The  following  letter  to  Dr 
Duncan  from  Mr  Anderfon,  who  pradifed  me¬ 
dicine  for  fome  years  in  the  Weft-Indies,  may 
ferve  not  only  in  feme  degree  to  explain  thefe 
differences,  but  alfo  to  remove  objections  which 
may  be  entertained  to  the  employment  of  this 
ufeful  medicine.  In  this  event,  we  prefume  it 
cannot  fail  to  be  acceptable  to  our  readers. 

* 

“  SIR, 

“  In  confequence  of  your  requeft,  I  fend  you 
what  information  I  can  concerning  the  wild  cab¬ 
bage  bark,  or  worm  bark  of  Jamaica. 

44  I  have  feen  two  different  forts  or  it,  the  one 
of  a  much  paler  colour  than  the  other  ;  and  al¬ 
though  they  be  nearly  of  the  fame  take,  and  may 
probably  have  the  fame  anthelmintic  effeds,  yet 
I  have  fome  reafon  to  think,  that  they  are  not  e- 
qually  iafe  in  their  exhibition. 

4C  The  firft  kind  which  I  have  mentioned,  I  have 
tried  but  feldom.  1  have  generally  found  it  to 
ad  more  violently  titan  the  other.  It  often  oc~ 
cahons  ioole  ffools,  great  naufea,  and  fuch  like 
fymptoms,  attended  with  no  frnall  degree  of  un- 
eafmefs  in  the  belly.  In  two  or  three  inkances, 
1  have  fufpeded  it  for  bringing  on  fainting  fits ; 

F  3  which 
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which  took  place  foon  after  the  medicine  was? 
exhibited. 

cc  The  fecond  fort  which  I  have  mentioned,  or 
the  darker  coloured  bark,  refembles  much  the 
caflia  lignea  in  colour,  though  it  be  of  a  much 
coarfer  texture.  This  is  the  kind  commonly  ufed 

j 

in  the  Weld  Indies.  I  can  give  you  no  botani¬ 
cal  defcription  of  the  trees  from  which  either 
kind  is  taken.  Nor  do  1  recoiled:  any  better 
mark  by  which  the  one  kind  may  be  diftin'guifhect 
from  the  other,  than  the  circumdanee  of  colour 
which  I  have  now  mentioned. 

cc  I  am  fenfible  that  many  have  objected  to  the 
ufe  of  this  medicine,  from  a  fuppofition  that  it 
a£ts  too  violently.  But,  from  the  experience 
which  }  have  had  in  having  given  it  to  a  number 
of  patients,  P  think  I  could  take  upon  me  to  em¬ 
ploy  ;t  m  any  cafe  where  an  anthelmintic  is  ne~ 
ceffary.  As  it  is  a  medicine  but  little  known  in 
pradice  in  Europe,  and,  as  I  believe,  it  is  not 
very  long  fmce  it  was  difcdvered  to  any  Europe¬ 
an  praditicner,  I  think  it  would  be  unfortunate,, 
were  it  rcjeded  without  a  fair  trial.  The  ha¬ 
zardous  fymptoms  which  have  been  afcribed  to 
it  may,  I  imagine,  have  followed  either  from  the 
ufe  of  the  firft  kind,  or  from  an  over  dofe.  Both- 
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the  one  and  the  other  of  thefe  circumftances* 
however,  might  eafily  be  guarded  againft,  Thus, 
for  example,  in  place  of  giving  a  table  fpoonful 
of  the  decoction  of  the  latter  kind,  which  is 
commonly  the  fir  ft  dofe  for  a  grown  perfon,  and 
which  is  generally  increafed  in  a  few  days  to  four 
or  five  table  fpoonfuls,  might  we  not  begin  with 
a  tea  fpoonful  ?  This  is  the  method  in  which  I 
have  commonly  been  in  ufe  to  give  it.  And  I 
muff  obferve,  that  I  never  faw  it  act  violently 
when  thus  managed  ;  while,  at  the  fame  time, 
I  have  often  experienced  the  bell  effects  from  it 
as  a  powerful  anthelmintic* 

cc  I  have  ufually  prepared  the  decoftion  which 
I  emplov  in  the  following  manner* 

“  Take  of  the  bruifed  bark  two  ounces  and  a 
half ;  of  water  two  quarts  ;  let  it  be  boiled  over 
a  gentle  fire  to  a  pint  and  a  half.  Strain  off  the 
decoftion,  and  let  it  be  kept  for  ufe,  in  a  bottle 
well  corked.  Of  this  decoction  a  table  fpoonful 
is  ufually  given  the  fir  ft  morning  for  a  dole  to 
a  grown  perfon  ;  one  and  a  half  the  fecond,  con¬ 
tinuing  to  increafe  it  gradually  to  four  or  five 

■ 

table  fpoonfuls,  and  giving  it  for  eight  or  nine 
mornings  fuccelliveiy.  After  this,  I  commonly 
give  a  dofe  of  jallap,  with  a  few  grains  of  callo- 
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mel,  which  feldoirt  fails  to  bring  away  the  worms, 
fome  dead,  fome  alive.  If  at  any  time  I  have 
found  the  decoction  produce  more  than  one  or 
two  loofe  (fools,  I  nave  added  to  each  dole  a  few 
drops  of  liquid  laudanum.  And,  in  general,  I 
have  given  with  each  dofe,  fifteen  or  twenty 
drops  of  the  fpirit  of  lavender  on  a  bit  of  fugar.” 

V. 

The  Hi /lory  of  a  large  Prolapfus  U  ten ,  accompa - 
nied  with  federal  extraordinary  Gircumf  ances , 
from  which  it  appears ,  that  the  Catamenia  flow 
only  from  the  Uterus ,  and  not  from  the  Vagina . 
By  Mr  James  Hid,  dungeon  at  Dumfries . 

A  Bout  the  year  1741,  a  married  woman 
X  3L  was  delivered  of  her  firft  child  when  fhe 
was  in  the  twentieth  year  of  her  age.  The  mid¬ 
wife,  who  was  none  of  the  mo  ft  humane  of  her 
profeffion,  pulled  very  hard  in  bringing  away 
the  placenta  ;  upon  which 5  the  woman  heard  a 
particular  noife,  and  thought  fhe  felt  fomething 
break  within  her.  She  complained  that  fhe  was 
injured  5  but  the  midwife  anfwered,  in  a  furly 
mariner,  that  (he  knew  her  bufinefs,  and  had 
done  no  harm.  A  pain  and  weaknefs  continued 
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in  that  fide  5  but  (lie  was  not  fenfible  of  all  the 
injury  that  had  been  done  till  fhe  got  up  and  be¬ 
gan  to  walk  acrofs  the  room.  The  uterus  then 
fell  down,  as  large  as  the  tilt  of  a  man  of  ordi¬ 
nary  lize,  when  clinched.  It  was  covered  by  the 
vagina  reverted,  which  came  down  with  it,  re- 
fembling  a  bag.  The  os  tincae  projected  about 
an  inch  below  all,  and  feemed  to  her  to  refe ruble 
the  nipple  of  a  bread: .  Thefe,  therefore,  were 
the  appellations  which  fhe  afterwards  ufed  for  di~ 
ftinguifhing  thefe  parts. 

After  this  frft  prolapfus,  fhe  went  immediate¬ 
ly  to  bed,  and  put  ail  up  very  eafily.  It  continu¬ 
ed  fo  till  the  next  time  that  fhe  attempted  to 
walk,  when  it  again  drept  dowm  as  formerly. 
She  took  no  medical  advice  upon  this  occafion  ; 
but,  by  the  perluafion  of  fome  good  old  woman 
of  her  acquaintance,  bandages  were  applied,  with 
a  view  of  keeping  it  up  ;  but  without  effect.  It 
always  dropt  down  when  fhe  Rood  eredt,  and  the 
bandages  galled  and  fretted  her  fo  much,  that 
fhe  threw  them  all  away.  It  continued  regular¬ 
ly  to  hang  down  all  the  day,  and  was  put  up  e- 
very  night,  in  which  fituation  it  remained  till  fhe 
got  up  next  morning.  Her  health  was  in  no  de¬ 
gree  impaired  by  this  affection  •  fhe  felt  no  other 
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inconvenience  from  it  than  what  arofe  from  the 
bulk. 

She  fuckled  her  child  for  about  eighteen 
months  ;  and,  a  fhort  time  after  it  was  weaned, 
the  catamenia  appeared  as  ufual.  She  then  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  menftrual  blood  was  difcharged 
entirely  through  the  nipple,  as  fire  called  it,  and 
that  not  a  drop  came  from  the  bag.  Sometimes 
the  blood  came  away  by  fmgle  drops,  and  very 
flowly,  at  ether  times  it  flowed  fo  faft  that  lire 
was  obliged  to  keep  within  doors;  and,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  her  menflrual  evacuation  was  in  great 
quantity. 

After  fome  time,  fire  again  fell  with  child » 
This  was  attended  with  much  inconvenience  du¬ 
ring  the  whole  time  of  geflation ;  the  uterus 
flill  hanging  down  all  the  day  and  being  put  up 
at  night.  At  length,  however,  it  grew  fo  big, 
that  it  could  not  get  down.  Then  it  lay  as  a 
heavy  load  on  the  os  pubis  and  neighbouring  _ 
bones,  till  forne  time  in  the  feventh  month,  when 
fire  was  delivered.  She  nurfed  this  child  alfo, 
and  it  lived  till  it  was  four  years  old.  During 
the  time  that  fire  gave  fuck,  and  after  the  child 
was  weaned,  the  circumflances  with  refped  to 
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the  prolapfas  were,  in  every  particular,  the  fame 
as  formerly ;  with  this  difference  only,  that  the 
nipple  now  hung  fomewhat  lower. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  (he  conceived 
three  times  after  this  ;  but  flie  carried  none  of 
her  children  beyond  three  months.  This  fhe 
herfelf  attributed  to  her  being  of  a  very  paflionate 
temper.  And  an  abortion  in  all  the  cafes  enfued 
on  her  being  much  provoked.  After  every  mif- 
carriage,  the  nipple  hung  [till  farther  down  than 
formerly. 

Thefe  frequent  mifcarriages  were  fucceeded 
by  a  fluor  albus,  which  continued  for  fix  or  feven 
years.  During  all  this  time  fhe  uniformly  ob- 
ferved,  that,  when  fhe  menflruated,  the  difcharge 
was  from  the  nipple  ,  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  whites  came  entirely  from  the  bag ;  which 
laft  was  fo  wet,  that  floe  was  obliged  to  have  it 
eonftantly  covered  with  cloths. 

While  in  this  fituation,  fhe  was  afledted  with 
a  very  fevere  co.ic,  and  fuch  a  fvvelling  of  the 
uterus  from  cold,  that  fhe  could  not  put  it  up. 
This  obliged  her  to  acquaint  me  with  the  whole 
affair.  The  colic  and  fwelling  wrnre  foon  re¬ 
moved  j  but  I  did  not  propofe  to  do  any  thing  for 
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the  other  complaints,  which  continued  in  the  ft- 
tuation  defcribed  above  till  the  year  1761,  when 
fhe  was  attacked  with  a  fevere  intermittent.  She 
was  then  between  forty  and  fifty  years  of  age  ^ 
and,  after  the  ague  was  removed,  her  menfes  did 
not  return.  The  prolapfus,  however,  continued 
as  formerly,  with  this  remarkable  difference,  that 
the  os  tincae  or  nipple  coalefced  and  was  fkined 
over.  The  fluor  albus  alfo  went  off,  and  fhe  has 
now  no  trouble  from  the  pendulous  uterus,  but 
the  bulk,  to  which  fhe  has  been  accufiomed  for 
thirty-three  years  ;  and,  for  thefe  laft  ten  or 
twelve  years,  fhe  has  not  taken  the  trouble  to 
put  it  up. 

It  fwells  fometimes  to  a  great  bulk,  from  cold 
or  hard  labour.  At  other  times,  it  fhrinks  up 
like  a  corrugated  fcrotum,  to  which  it  bears  a  ve¬ 
ry  great  refemblance  $  as,  from  being  long  expo- 
fed  to  the,  open  air,  it  is  now  dry,  and  of  the 
fame  colour  with  the  reft  of  the  fkin. 

I  imagined,  that,  after  having  been  fo  long 
down,  and  after  having  affirmed  this  appearance, 
it  could  not  be  put  up  again.  But  in  this  I  was 
miftaken.  She  was  hill  able  to  reduce  it  with 
the  utmoft  cafe  5  but  ft  came  down  again  as  loon 
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as  the  preffure  was  removed.  The  bulk  of  this 
tumour  never  obftru&ed  the  urethra,  as  it  was 
entirely  below  that  paffage.  She  {till  continues 
in  good  health,  and  goes  about  fo  brifkly  that 
few  people  know  {he  has  any  diforder. 
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Medical  News. 


The  following  account  of  the  celebrated  Mor¬ 
gagni  is  extracted  from  the  Eloge  on  that  great 
man,  which  have  been  pubiifhed,  fince  his 
death,  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  French  Academy. 

JOhn-Baptist  Morgagni,  Lodlor  of  Medi¬ 
cine,  firfl  ProfefTor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Padua,  and  member  of  feveral  of  the 
moil  eminent  Societies  of  learned  men  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  was  born  in  the  year  1682,  at  Forli,  a 
town  in  the  diftrid  La  Romagna,  in  Italy.  His 
parents,  who  were  in  eafy  circumftances,  allowed 
him  to  follow  that  courfe  in  life  which  his  genius 
dictated.  He  began  his  ftudies  at  the  place  of 

his  nativity,  but  foon  after  removed  to  Bologna, 
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where,  fuch  was  the  rapidity  of  his  progrefs,  that 
he  obtained  the  degree  of  Dodor  of  Medicine, 
when  he  had  but  juft  reached  the  fifteenth  year 
of  his  age.  An  intimacy  which  he  there  contract¬ 
ed  with  the  celebrated  Domenico  Guglielmmi, 
had  probably  foine  fhare  in  infpiring  hi  in  with  a 
relifti  for  mathematical  learning.  But  his  pecu¬ 
liar  tafte  for  anatomy  foon  found  an  able  and  in¬ 
dulgent  preceptor  in  Valfalva,  a  man  whole  name 
needs  no  encomium.  Lefs  penetration  than  that 
of  Valfalva,  would  have  been  able  to  difeover  the 
fuperior  abilities  of  young  Morgagni,  among  o- 
ther  pupils.  On  him  Valfalva  bellowed  the  ut- 
moft  attention  ;  and,  fuch  was  the  progrefs  he 
made  under  this  able  mafter,  that,  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  he  himfelf  taught  anatomy  with  high  re¬ 
putation. 

Soon,  however,  the  fame  of  his  prelections, 
and  the  number  of  his  pupils,  excited  the  jealou- 
fy  of  the  public  profeffors,  and  gave  rife  to  invi¬ 
dious  perfecutions.  But  his  abilities  and  pru¬ 
dence  gained  him  a  compieat  triumph  over  his 
enemies.  And  all  oppofition  to  him  was  finally 
terminated  from  his  being  appointed  by  the  fenate 
of  Bologna  to  fill  a  medical  chair,  which  foon 
became  vacant. 
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But  the  duties  of  this  office,  although  impor¬ 
tant,  neither  occupied  the  whole  of  his  time,  nor 
fatisfied  his  anxious  defire  to  afford  inftru£tion. 
He  Hill  continued  to  labour  in  fecret  on  his  fa¬ 
vourite  fubjedi,  and  foon  after  communicated  the 

fruits  of  thefe  labours  to  the  public  in  his  Ad- 

\ 

verfaria  Anatomica,  the  firft  of  which  was  pub- 
liffied  in  the  year  1706,  the  fecond  and  third  in 
1717,  and  the  three  others  in  1719.  Of  this 
work,  it  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that  it  may  juflly  be 
confidered  as  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  anatomi¬ 
cal  produ&ions  of  the  prefent  age.  There  he 
defcribes  many  parts  of  the  human  body  before 
unknown ;  and  he  revives  many  important  difco- 
veries,  of  which  his  cotemporaries  were  ignorant. 
He  corrects  the  faults  of  other  anatomical  works, 
and  fupplies  their  deficiencies.  Throughout  the 
whole,  he  appears  to  be  an  able  and  impartial 
critic,  an  ufeful  and  perfpicuous  commentator, 
and  a  fubtle  and  ingenious  difeoverer. 

The  publication  of  thefe  Adverfaria  fpread  the 
fame  of  Morgagni  far  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
fiate  of  Bologna.  Such  was  his  reputation, 
that  tne  wife  republic  of  Venice  had  no  hefitation 
in  making  him  an  offer  of  the  fecond  chair  of 

the  theory  of  medicine  in  the  univerfity  of  Pa¬ 
dua 
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dua,  then  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr  Mohnetti  ; 
and,  to  enfure  his  acceptance,  they  doubled 
the  emoluments  of  that  appointment.  While 
he  was  in  this  department,  he  publifhed.His  trea- 
tife,  intitled,  Nova  InJHtutionum  Me  die  arum 
Idea ,  which  fir  ft  appeared  at  Padua  in  the  year 
1712.  From  this  work  his  former  reputation  fuf- 
fered  no  diminution.  And  foon  after  he  rofe,  by 
different  fteps,  to  be  hrft  profeffor  of  anatomy  at 
that  celebrated  univerfity. 

Although  Morgagni  was  thus  finally  fettled  at 
Padua,  yet  he  gave  evident  proofs  of  bus  grati¬ 
tude  and  attachment  to  Bologna,  which  he  con- 
fidered  as  his  native  country  with  refpedi  to  the 
iciences.  He  exerted  his  utinoft  efforts  in  efta** 
blilhing  the  academy  of  Bologna,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  firft  affociates ;  and  he  enriched 
their  publications  with  feveral  valuable  and  cu¬ 
rious  papers.  Soon  after  this,  the  lloyal  Socie¬ 
ties  of  London  and  Paris  received  him  among 
their  number.  Thefe  diftlnguifhing  marks  of 
honour  were  particularly  acceptable  to  him,  and 
he  ever  continued  to  acknowledge  them  with  be¬ 
coming  refpedt. 

Not  long  alter  the  publication  of  his  Adversa¬ 
ria  Anatomica ,  he  began,  much  upon  the  fame 
Vol.  IV.  G  plan, 
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plan,  his  Epiftolae  Anatomicae ,  the  firft  of  which 
is  dated  at  Padua  in  the  beginning  of  April 
1726.  They  conhft  of  twenty  in  number,  pub¬ 
lifhed  at  different  times.  Throughout  the 
whole,  he  equally  difplays  the  abilities  of  the  cri- 
tic  and  the  author  ;  and,  while  he  corrects  ma¬ 
terial  errors,  he  at  the  fame  time  pubiifhes  im¬ 
portant  difeoveries. 

The  works  of  Morgagni  which  have  al¬ 
ready  been  mentioned,  are  to  be  confidered,  in 
a  great  meafure,  as  ftriCily  anatomical  ;  but  he 
was  not  more  eminent  as  an  anatomift,  than  as 
a  learned  and  fuccefsful  phyfician.  In  the  year 
1760,  when  he  was  not  far  diftant  from  the 
eightieth  year  of  his  age,  he  publifhed  his  large 
and  valuable  work  De  caufis  et  fe dibus  morborum 
per  anatomen  indagatis .  This  laft  and  raoft  import¬ 
ant  of  ail  his  productions,  will  afford  convincing 
evidence  of  his  induftry  and  abilities  to  lateft 
poiterity.  Befides  thefe  works,  he  publifhed,  at 
different  periods  of  his  life,  feveral  mifcellaneous 
pieces,  which  were  afterwards  collected  into  one 
volume,  and  printed  under  his  own  eye  at  Pa¬ 
dua,  in  the  year  1765, 

It  does  not  appear  that  he  had  in  view  any 
future  publications  5  but  he  intended  to  have  fa¬ 
voured 
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voured  the  world  with  a  compleat  edition  of  all 
his  works,  which  would  probably  have  been 
augmented  with  many  new  obfervahons.  In 
this  he  was  engaged  when,  on  the  5th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1771,  after  he  had  nearly  arrived  at  the  90th 
year  of  h,s  age,  death  put  a  period  to  his  long 
and  glorious  carreer  in  the  learned  world.  He 
defcended  to  the  grave  equally  loaded  with  years 
and  with  honours :  For,  befides  marks  of  dutinc** 
tion  from  almofl  every  country  in  Europe,  the 
nobility  of  Forli,  the  place  of  his  nativity,  as  an 
unequivocal  proof  of  efteem,  granted  letters  of 
nobleffe  to  him  and  to  his  pofterity  ;  and  they 
ordered  a  buff  of  Morgagni  to  be  placed  in  their 
public  hall.  So  great  an  honour  was  it  reckon¬ 
ed  by  that  city,  to  have  given  birth  to  fuch  a 
man. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

On  Wednefday,  June  1 2th,  the  Magiflrates  and 
Town-council  of  Edinburgh  declared  the  ProfefTor- 
(hipof  thelnftitutions  of  Medicine  in  the  Univerfi- 
ty  to  be  vacant,  as  Dr  Drummond,  who  was  deeded 
to  that  office  about  three  years  before,  had  not 
accepted  of  it  ;  and,  on  Wednefday  the  19th  of 
the  fame  month,  they  nominated  Dr  James  Grego¬ 
ry,  fon  to  the  late  Profeffior  Gregory,  and  who 
had  obtained  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine 
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about  two  years  before,  to  fucceed  Dr  Drum¬ 
mond.  The  only  other  perfon  who  publicly  ap¬ 
peared  as  a  candidate  for  this  office,  was  Dr 
Andrew  Duncan,  who,  by  appointment  of  the 
Town-council,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Medical  Profeffors,  had  taught  this  branch  of 
medicine  in  the  univerfity  for  the  two  preceding 
feffions.  All  that  Dr  Duncan  wiffied  for  was, 
that  the  magift  rates  ffiould,  as  formerly,  fend 
to  the  profeffors  a  lift  of  the  candidates  that  might 
offer,  requefting  their  opinion  which  of  them  they 
believed  to  be  beft  qualified  for  difcharging  the 
duties  of  that  important  office  in  all  its  bran¬ 
ches  ;  or,  if  they  had  any  particular  reafon  for 
not  thus  £onfu!ting  the  profeffors,  that  they 
fhould  take  the  opinion  of  the  colleges  of  phy- 
ficians  and  furgeons  at  large  on  the  fame  que- 
ftion.  But,  in  place  of  this,  the  Lord  Frovoft 
put  a  verbal  queftion  to  the  Medical  Profeffors, 
alking  whether  they  had  any  objection  to  Dr 
James  Gregory  ?  To  which  the  Profeffors  re¬ 
turned  an  anfwer  in  writing,  informing  him  that 
they  had  no  obje&ion  to  Dr  Gregory. 

Although,  however,  Dr  Duncan’s  engage¬ 
ments  in  the  college  are  now  terminated,  he  does 
not  mean  to  give  up  teaching.  lie  took  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  announcing  his  future  intentions 

when 
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when  he  concluded  his  fummer-courfe  of  clinical 
ledures  at  the  Royal  Infirmary.  As  his  addrefs 
to  the  fludents,  on  that  occafion,  will  give  the 
belt  account  of  this  undertaking,  we  fhall  make 
no  apology  for  prefenting  it  to  our  readers. 

Conclufion  of  the  Clinical  Ledures  at  Edinburgh , 

26th  July  1776. 

tc  1  have  thus,  Gentlemen,  concluded  the  pre- 
fent  courfe  ;  and  am  now  to  put  a  final  period 
to  my  academical  labours  in  this  univerfity.  I 
need  not,  on  this  occafion,  call  to  your  remem¬ 
brance,  either  the  footing  on  which  I  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  teach,  or  the  circumftances  by  which 
that  appointment  is  now  terminated. 

Ct  For  two  years  pad,  1  have  been  engaged  in 
difcharging  the  duties  of  an  office,  which  requi¬ 
red  the  utmofl  exertion  of  the  higheft  medical 
abilities  ;  and,  of  all  its  branches,  the  Clinical 
ledures,  while  it  was  the  molt  difficult,  was  alfo 
the  mofl  interefiing.  Refolved,  however,  to 
conjoin  to  what  experience  I  before  had,  and  to 
no  very  limited  reading.,  the  utmofl  efforts  of 
unremitting  induffry,  I  yet  entertained  fome 
hopes  that  my  labours  might  not  be  unaccepta¬ 
ble.  That  induftry,  I  may  now  venture  to  af- 
fert,  has  not  been  without  effed  )  and,  in  an  at- 
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tempt  to  extend  this  ufeful  institution  beyond  its 
former  limits,  by  teaching  a  clinical  courfe  du¬ 
ring  the  fummer  as  well  as  the  winter  feffion,  my 
endeavours  have  been  crowned  with  greater  fuc- 
cefs  than  1  had  reafon  to  expedf.  I  can  farther 
reflect,  with  fatisfadion,  that  this  fuccefs  has 
been  no  lefs  beneficial  to  the  hofpital,  than  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  myfelf.  To  you,  alfo,  I  hope  it 
has  not  been  without  its  ufe  ;  for,  unlefs  1  were 
to  ofler  an  infult  to  your  underflandings,  I  muft 
confider  the  attendance  I  have  had  during  this 
fourth  clinical  courfe,  as  an  incontefiibie  proof 
of  your  approbation. 

“By  this,  however,  I  am  far  from  meaning  to 
infinuate  that  the  prefent  courfe  has  been  with- 
out  faults.  Thefe  cannot  have  efcaped  your 
obfervation.  Yet  I  may  venture  to  afiert,  that 
no  one  among  you  is  more  fenfible  of  them  than 
I  have  been  myfelf.  In  any  hands,  errors  and 
omiflions  were  unavoidable  ;  and  I  truft,  that 
thofe  which  I  have  here  committed,  will  be 
judged  of  with  that  candour  and  indulgence  to 
which  the  befl  intentions  are  intitled.  While, 
at  the  fa  re  time,  the  records  of  the  hofpital  will 
bear  witnefs,  that,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  difficult  and  dangerous  cafes  which  have  been 
under  our  care,  the  fuccefs  of  our  pra&ice  has 

been 
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been  by  no  means  inconfiderable.  Of  fixty  pa¬ 
tients,  we  have  loft  but  three  ;  and  thefe  too, 

even  at  the  time  of admifiion,  might  have  been 

*• 

pronounced  in  an  irrecoverable  ftate.  I  have 
now,  therefore,  the  fatisfabtion  of  being  able  to 
retire  from  this  arduous  tafk,  with  eafe  in  my 
own  mind,  and,  1  hope,  not  without  feme  addi¬ 
tional  credit  in  your  eftimation. 

“  My  academical  labours  have  not,  indeed,  in 
other  refpebts,  been  attended  with  equal  advan¬ 
tage..  I  was  not  without  hopes,  that,  by  my 
exertions  here,  I  fhould  ftiil  have  been  able  to 

hold  the  office  of  a  teacher  in  the  univerfity  ; 
♦ 

and  I  had  no  hefitation  in  offering  myfeif  a  can¬ 
didate  for  the  chair  lately  vacant.  In  that  com¬ 
petition,  indeed,  1  had  no  powerful  connexion, 
no  political  intereft,  to  aid  my  caufe  ;  but  I 
thought  that  my  chance  for  fuccefs  flood  on  no 
infirm  bails,  when  it  was  reftcd  on  what  1  had 
done  to  deferve  it. 

“  Although,  however,!  can  no  longer  act  in  an 
equally  conspicuous  capacity,  yet  I  hope  I  may 
hereafter  be  employed  as  a  teacher  in  one  not 
lefs  ufeful.  I  am  neither  arrived  at  that  age 
which  requires  eafe,  nor  am  I  placed  in  thofe 

circumftances  which  will  allow  of  it.  It  is  there- 

*  /  ' 

fore  my  prefent  intention  ftiil  to  dedicate  my  la- 
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hours  to  the  fervice  of  the  (Indents  of  medicine 
at  this  place.  And,  when  I  reflect  on  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  they  have  hitherto  heard  me,  1  am 
not  without  hopes  that  thefe  labours  may  not  be 
unfuccefsful.  In  that  event,  what  I  now  rank 
among  the  lift  of  misfortunes,  may  not  hereafter, 
perhaps,  deferve  the  appellation.  Young  as  I  am, 
I  have  already  lived  long  enough  to  have  experi¬ 
enced  even  advantages  from  clifappointments  on 
other  occanons  ;  and  time  alone  can  determine 
whether  the  prcfent  difappointment  may  not  yet 
afford  me  the  firongeft  inftance  of  the  particular 
favour  of  Heaven. 

The  talk,  indeed,  which  I  now  propofe  to 
myfelf,  while  it  is  no  lefs  difficult  than  extend ve, 
is,  in  fame  refpeds,  alfo,  not  without  hazard. 
Thofe  who  are  ignorant  of  the  matter,  may  a  - 
feribe  my  conduct  to  motives  by  which  I 
was  never  actuated  ;  or  may  apprehend  con- 
fequences  from  this  undertaking  which  can¬ 
not  poffibly  follow.  Thus,  perhaps,  it  may  be 
the  origin  of  a  malicious  and  groundless  oppofi- 
tion  to  my  advancement  in  other  refpeds.  But, 
confcious  of  the  integiity  of  my  intentions,  per- 
fuaded  of  the  liberality  of  fentiinent  which  will 
aduate  the  condud  of  the  prcfent  profeffors,  and 
trufting  to  the  continuance  of  that  difeernment 

an  4 


and  favour  which  I  have  fo  often  experienced  at 
the  hands  of  the  ftudents,  I  am  inclined  to  view 
the  danger  as  more  apparent  than  real  ;  and  it  is 
not  now  the  feafon  forme  to  Ihrink  from  labour, 
or  to  be  ffartled  with  difficulties.. 

“  I  am  now,  therefore,  to  employ  my  endea¬ 
vours  in  attempting  to  exhibit,  in  one  connected 
view,  the  whole  fundamental  principles  of  the 
healing  art.  fhofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
fubjeCt,  will  at  once  conclude,  that  what  I  here 
propofe  to  comprehend  within  the  fhort  fpace  of 
fix  months,  would  afford  ample  field  for  corffide- 
ration  during  as  many  years.  It  is  not,  howe¬ 
ver?  my  aim  to  enter  into  minute  difcuffions,  but 
to  afford  merely  fuch  a  comprehend  ve  view  of 
general  principles  as  may  be  a  proper  bafis  for 
future  inquiries  ;  and,  avoiding  matters  of  mere 
'  curiohty,  I  propofe  folely  to  confine  my  attention 
to  topics  of  real  utility.  By  thus  treating  fub- 
jects  on  a  limited  fcale,  I  hope,  that,  within  the 
period  I  have  mentioned,  1  (hall  be  able  to  deli¬ 
ver  the  moft  effential  principles,  both  of  the 
theory  and  practice  of  phyfic.  By  offering 
what  may  ferve  as  an  introduction  to  more 
,  extended  difcuffion,  by  dating,  in  a  new 
point  of  view,  interefting  medical  queftions  which 
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ftill  remain  involved  in  great  obfcurity,  and  by 
dwelling  principally  on  chronical  affections  which 
are  fomctimes,  even  in  courfes  ft ridly  confined 
to  pra&icc,  from  the  great  attention  beftowed 
on  febrile  difeafes,  either  paffed  over  in  a  curfo- 
ry  manner,  or  entirely  omitted,  I  hope  I  may  be 
able  to  render  no  inconfiderable  fervice  to  the 
ftudy  of  medicine,  even  at  a  place  where  it  is 
taught  in  an  univerfity  by  eminent  profeffors. 

u  But,  gentlemen,  while  I  take  this  opportunity 
of  mentioning  my  future  intentions,  I  muff  not 
forget  that  it  is  now  my  duty  to  return  you 
thanks  for  favours  I  have  already  received.  Be 
affured  that  I  fhall  eve?  retain  a  due  fenfe  of  the 
refpeft  and  attention  with  which  you  have  ho¬ 
noured  me ;  and,  while  I  am  happy  that  my  pre¬ 
fers  labours  are  thus  brought  to  a  termination, 
yet  that  happmefs  is  ftill  accompanied  w ith  the 
difagreeabie  reflexion,  that  I  fhall  loon  be  fepa- 
rated  from  fome  of  my  bell  friends.  I  trulf,  how¬ 
ever,  that,  while  you  fhall  be  more  ufeful  y  em¬ 
ployed,  in  reaping  the  fruits  of  thofe  induftrious 
exertions  which  1  have  here  witnefled,  the  uni¬ 
on  which  has  thus  been  formed  between  us  will 
ftill  fubfift.  fI  hope  you  will  long  remember, 
with  fatisfattion,  the  mutual  ties  by  which  we 

have 
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have  here  been  ccmne&ed  ;  and  you  may  reft  af- 
fured,  that  from  my  mind  they  {hall  never  be 
obliterated.  While  l  am  anxious  to  hold  a  place 
in  your  eftetm,  and  to  be  a  lharer  in  your  affec¬ 
tions,  i  afk  no  more  than  I  am  willing  to  beftow. 
Wherever  you  may  be  lituated,  my  belt  w  fnes 
fhall  always  attend  you,  and  in  whatever  I  can 
promote  your  mtereft,  my  utmoft  efforts  fhall  be 
chearfully  exerted. 

64  Farewell,  gentlemen  :  May  every  one  whom 
you  follow  as  a  teacher  be  equally  anxious  and 
alfiduous  to  inftrud  you  ;  may  every  one  whom 
you  rank  among  the  number  of  your  friends  be 
equally  fmcere  when  he  offers  you  his  fer vices  ; 
and,  may  your  honeft  and  induftrious  exert, ons 
be  ever  properly  and  fully  rewarded.  Continue 
through  life  the  fame  care  and  attention  which 
you  have  here  difplayed,  and  reft  fatisfied,  that, 
though  the  reward  of  virtue  and  induftry  may 
fometimes  be  ftow,  yet  in  the  end  it  is  always 
fure.” 

*  *  *  * 

Dr  Henry  Marcard,  Phyfician  at  Hannover,  in 
a  letter  to  Dr  Duncan,  relates  the  following  in- 
ftance  of  the  congelation  of  quickfilver. 
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On  the  nth  of  January  1774,  a  young  ftm 
dent  of  phyfic  at  Goettingen,  about  half  an 
hour  after  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  put 
three  drams  of  quickfilver  into  a  fmall  open  glafs. 
Upon  this,  he  laid  fome  loofe  fnow  and  fal  am¬ 
moniac,  mixed  in  equal  parts.  This  he  put  out 
at  a  window,  from  the  third  floor  of  a  houfe, 
by  which  it  was  expofed  to  the  open  air  from  the 
north-weft.  And  he,  at  the  fame  time,  mixed 
with  the  fnow  upon  which  the  glafs  flood,  about 
two  drams  of  fal  ammoniac. 

The  fnow  and  fait  were  foon  congealed  ;  but 
on  the  mercury  no  alteration  was  perceived,  till 
about  one  o’clock  in  the  morning  ;  Mr  Rlumen- 
bach  then  found  that  the  quickfilver  was  become 
folid.  lie  obferved,  that  it  was  divided  into  fix: 
pieces,  two  were  large  ones,  of  more  than  a 
dram  each.  One  of  them  had  a  hemifpherical 
fhape,  the  other  cylindrical.  The  four  others  of 
a  fmaller  fize,  were  nearly  about  half  a  fcruple 
each.  They  were  all  with  aflat  fide,  frozen  fall 
to  the  glafs,  but  not  in  contact  with  the  fnow  and 
fal  ammoniac,  with  which  it  was  covered. 
Their  colour  was  different  from  that  of  mercury 
in  its  liquid  ftate  y  it  was  pale,  without  any  glofs, 

and 
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and  tended  a  little  to  a  blue  colour,  fo  me  what 
refembling  zinc. 

Mr  Biumenbach  would  have  broken  the  glafs 
to  try  how  they  did  under  the  hammer  ;  but  he 
wifhed  rather  to  have  wit  n  dies  of  this  curious 
phaenomenom  At  this  time,  Fahrenheit’s  ther¬ 
mometer  flood  ten  degrees  under  o.  In  the 
morning,  about  feven  o’clock,  he  obferved,  that 
the  hemifpherical  piece  began  to  melt,  perhaps 
from  its  being  more  expofe  I  to  the  open  air,  and 
from  its  being  farther  removed  from  the  mixture 
with  fal  ammoniac  under  the  glafs  than  the  reft.- 
It  had  then  the  appearance  of  an  amalgama,  tend¬ 
ing  a  little  to  that  fide  to  which  Mr  Biumenbach 
inclined  the  glafs.  The  other  five  pieces  fliil  re¬ 
mained  folid  ;  and  he  now  called  for  fevera!  of 
his  fellow  ftudents,  whole  names  he  mentions, - 
and  who  obferved,  along  with  him,  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  occurrence.  About  eight  o’clock,  the 
cylindrical  piece  began  to  melt ;  and  foon  after 
the  four  fmaller  pieces  (hared  the  fame  fate.  They 
diffolved  into  fmall  bright  globules,  and  foon  dis¬ 
appeared  in  the  interflices  of  the  congealed  fnow 
and  fal  ammoniac. 

Mr  Biumenbach  gave  an  account  of  this  expe¬ 
riment  to  the  Royal  and  Electoral  Society  at 

Goettingen, 
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Goettingen,  and  it  was  lately  publifhed  in  the  li¬ 
terary  gazette  of  that  univerfity,  from  which  the 
above  account  is  extracted. 

This  phaenomenon  has  not  been  obferved  fince 
the  year  1769,  when  it  was  often  feen  at  Peterf- 
burg.  On  examining  the  Peterfburg  commen¬ 
taries,  I  fmd  the  principal  difference  between  the 
two  obfervat.ons  to  have  been,  that  the  quick  - 
filver  at  Goettingen  had  no  glofs  at  all,  and  at 
Peterfburg  it  was  bright  like  polifhed  filver.  But, 
as  Mr  Braun  took  no  quickfilver  for  his  experi¬ 
ments  but  what  was  inclofed  in  the  bulbs  of  ther¬ 
mometers,  the  polifhed  furface  of  the  mercury 
may  have  been  the  effect  of  the  glafs  which  fur- 
rounded  it. 

#  *  #  # 

The  following  articles  of  Medical  and  Philo- 
fophical  news  were  communicated  to  Dr  Duncan, 
by  that  ingenious  and  industrious  phyfician  Dr 
Percival,  to  whom  this  work  has  frequently  been 
indebted  on  former  occafions. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr  Vaughan  to  Dr 
Percival. 

Dr  Prieflly  has  lately  fent  a  very  remarkable 
paper  to  the  Royal  Society,  pointing  out  the  ufes 
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of  the  blood  in  the  animal  frame.  Mr  Caven- 
difh  has  alfo  laid  before  the  Society  certain  ex* 
periments,  which  exhibit  an  electrical  (hock  from 
an  apparatus  in  water  j  and  which  are  thought 
very  decifive  with  regard  to  the  Torpedo.  At 
Wanftead,  inEffex,  at  half  pad  ten  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  my  brother  and  I  obferved  the  thermo¬ 
meter  for  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  on  the  3  id 
of  January,  fo  low  as  6±  deg.  it  being  hung  on  a 
fweet  briar  twig,  about  fix  feet  diilant  from  the 
north  fide  of  our  houfe. 

* 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dr  Baker  to  Dr  Per- 
cival. 

I  have  lately  feen  a  dropfy  cured  by  diluents. 
You  have  heard  that  the  French  King  has  pur- 
chafed  Madame  NoufFer’s  medicine  for  the 
tenia.  It  is  remarkable,  that  Diofcorides  re¬ 
commends  the  fern  root,  four  drams  for  a  dofe, 
againft  worms,  and  he  adds,  that  the  virtues  of 
it  are  improved  by  Scammony. 

% 

ExtraCt  of  a  letter  from  Mr  Forreder  to  Dr 
Percival. 


I 


1  ii  MEDICAL 

I  fend  you  fo  e  Winter’s  bark  lately  collected 
at  Terra  del  Fuego.  This  Winter’s  bark  is  very 
different  from  what  is  fold  as  fuch  in  the  fhops, 
and  which  is  the  Canella  alba  coining  from  Ja¬ 
maica  and  China.  This  latter  belongs  to  the 
clafs  of  Dodecandria  of  Linnaeus  ;  but  our  Ma¬ 
gellanic  Winter’s  bark  belongs  to  the  clafs  of  Po- 

lyandria  in  the  fame  fyftem.  We  found  in  New 

✓  • 

Zeland,  another  plant  of  the  fame  genus,  but  of 
a  different  fpecies,  which  had  likewife  a  very  a- 
crid,  fiery,  pungent  tafte.  The  Magellanic  bark 
has  likewife  fuch  a  take,  but  befides  that,  a  fine 
aromatic  frnell,  which  even  ferved  us  for  a  kind 
of  incenfe :  For  its  effluvia  when  burned,  or  ra¬ 
ther  fmoldng,  are  very  agreeable.- 

*  *  # 

We  mentioned  fome  time  ago,  that  a  build¬ 
ing  had  been  begun  at  Edinburgh,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  Medical  Society  there.  This  building  js 
now  fo  far  advanced,  that  the  hall  intended 

for  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  Society,  was 
completly  fitted  up  for  their  reception,  and 
opened  by  an  addrefs  to  the  members  from 
Mr  Robert  Freer,  their  fenior  annual  pre- 
fident,  on  the  26th  of  April.  At  this  meeting, 
befides  the  ordinary  members  of  the  Society, 

there 
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there  was  a  numerous  and  refpe&able  company, 
confiding  of  mod  of  thofe  gentlemen,  redding 
in  Edinburgh,  who  have  contributed  to  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  building.  , 

Mr  Freer,  in  his  addrefs  to  the  members,  af¬ 
ter  a  very  moded  and  fuitable  introduction, 
pointed  out  the  many  advantages  which  mud 
necdfarily  refult  from  literary  inditutions,  when 
conduced  with  propriety.  He  then  recalled  to 
the  attention  of  the  members,  the  numerous  ad¬ 
vantages  which  the  medical  dudents  at  Edin¬ 
burgh  have,  for  the  fpace  of  forty  years  pad,  de¬ 
rived  from  this  fociety.  Of  this,  repeated  ac¬ 
knowledgements  from  almod  all  its  members, 
and  among  thefe  are  to  be  ranked  fome  of  the 
mod  eminent  phyficians  who  at  prefent  practice 
medicine  in  the  Britifh  dominions,  afford  incon- 
tedible  evidence.  But  he  obferved,  that  howe¬ 
ver  great  thefe  advantages  might  be,  dill  farther 
benefits  would  necedaniy  refult  from  the  prefent 
undertaking.  And  he  demondrated,  in  a  driking 
and  perfpicuous  manner,  that  many  convenien¬ 
ces,  tending  in  a  particular  manner  to  facilitate 
the  dudy  of  medicine,  which  are  not  enjoyed  by 
any  other  feminary  of  medical  education,  would 
Vol.  IV.  H  refult 
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refult  from  this  building,  when  either  the  funds 
of  the  fociety,  or  the  farther  generofity  of  the 
public  fhould  enable  thofe  to  whom  the  condud 
of  it  is  entruded,  to  carry  all  their  fchcmes  into 
execution.  Among  thefe  the  advantages  which 
will  flow  from  a  commodious  appartment  for  che¬ 
mical  and  philofophical  experiments,  were  repre- 
fented  as  by  no  means  the  lead  confiderable.  Here 
genius  and  indudry  may  be  exercifed,  not  more 
to  the  improvement  of  the  individual,  than  to 
the  intereft  of  the  public. 

Having  thus  dated  the  beneficial  confequences 
which  will  necellarily  follow  from  this  underta¬ 
king  ;  he  next  ddcribed,  in  lively  colours., 
that  gratitude  which  was  due  by  every 
future  member  of  the  fociety,  and  by  every 
ifincere  lover  of  fcience,  to  thole  who  had  gi» 
ven  contributions  towards  the  erection  of  this 
building,  to  thofe  who  had  become  the  guardians 
of  it,  and  to  thofe  whofe  earned  delire  tor  the 
future  prdperity  of  the  fociety  tird  gave  rile  to 
the  icheme,  whofe  ardour  for  the  improvement  of 
the  medical  art  has  prompted  them  to  condud 
the  execution  of  every  part  of  it  on  the  mod 
ufeful  and  extenfive  plan.  He  obferved,  that  a  duq 
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fenfe  of  thefe  obligations  could  not  tail  to  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  belt  effects.  And  he  put  a  period 
to  his  addrefs,  by  pointing  out  to  the  members 

the  expectations  which  would  naturally  be  en¬ 
tertained  by  thofe  who  had  generouily  contribu¬ 
ted  to  the  undertaking,  the  fair  opportunities 
which  were  now  afforded  for  the  exertion  of  ge¬ 
nius,  and  the  cenfure  to  which  indolence  would 
neceflarily  be  fubjeCted,  By  thefe,  an  d  many 
other  convincing  arguments,  he  attempted  to  in- 
ftigate  the  members  to  the  ft  rouged  and  mod 

unwearied  endeavours  in  the  profecution  of  me¬ 
dical  inquiries. 

X 

A  lift  of  the  contributors  to  this  building,  ele¬ 
gantly  written,  is  impended  in  their  hail,  it 
contains  the  names  of  almoft  all  the  medical 
practitioners  at  Edinburgh,  of  many  members  of 
the  iociety,  who  have  long  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  a  diftance  from  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  of  feveral  other  gentlemen,  who  could 
be  prompted  to  contribute  to  this  undertaking 
from  no  other  motive,  but  an  anxious  defire  for 
the  improvement  of  medical  education.  Yet  e- 
very  one  who  reads  this  lift,  will  be  furpnll  d  at 
the  abfence  of  fome  names  which  he  would  na- 
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turally  have  expe&ed.  Many  parts  of  the  work 
kill  remain  to  be  finifhed,  and  farther  aid  from 
the  public  is  (till  requisite.  Contributions  are 
received  by  Do&ors  Cullen,  Hope,  and  Duncan, 
phyficians  in  Edinburgh,  and  by  Mr  John  Mur¬ 
ray  bookfeller  in  London. 

*  #  * 

;,4  \\ 

Dr  Robert  James,  phyfician  in  London,  died 
on  the  23d  of  March.  He  will  long  be  efteem- 
ed  by  phyficians  as  an  induftrious  and  learned 
author ;  and  his  memory  has  a  claim  to  the  gra¬ 
titude  of  mankind,  as  being  the  inventor  of  a  ce¬ 
lebrated  fever  powder.  It  cannot,  however,  be 
mentioned  without  regret,  that  he  fhould  have 
thought  it  neceffary  to  conceal  his  method  of 
preparing  it. 

.  »  1  .  V  _ 

*  *  * 

David  Hume,  Efq;  died  at  Edinburgh  on  the 
25th  of  Auguft.  He  bore  a  long  and  painful 
iilnefs  with  peculiar  ferenity  of  mind.  And  he 
met  the  flow,  but  manifeft  approaches  of  death, 
with  becoming  fortitude.  As  a  philofopher  of 
the  firfl  rank,  and  as  a  man,  the  uniform  tenure 
of  whofe  life  demonftrated  the  conflant  influence 
of  every  focial  and  benevolent  afle&ion,  he  will 
Ijve  in  the  efteein  of  future  ages. 


Dr 
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*  *  * 

Dr  Hope,  ProfefTor  of  Botany  at  Edinburgh, 
put  into  the  hands  of  his  ftudents,  during  his 
courfe  this  funimer,  a  new  claflihcation  of  the 
vegetable  kingdom.  W  th  a  particular  account 
of  his  fyfte:n  we  are  in  hopes  that  we  {hall  be 
able  to  favour  our  readers  in  a  future  number. 
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COMMENTARIES. 


SECT.  I. 
An  Account  of  Books . 


'  t. 

Differ tatio  Phyfica  Experimentalis  de  effect  ib  us 
EJetlricitatis  in  quaedam  corpora  organica ,  Auc- 
tore  Caroio  rlerico  Koeftlin.  ^to,  Tubingae. 

*§■  N  the  hrft  part  of  the  effay  before  us,  we  are 
.L  informed  that,  from  different  circumftances, 
but  particularly  from  the  perufal  of  DoCtor 
Prieftley’s  hiftory  of  electricity,  the  author  was 
induced  to  attempt  feverai  experiments,  with  a 
view  to  determine  the  effects  of  ele&ricity,  upon 

I  2  different 
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different  organized  bodies.  We  are  told  like- 
wife,  that  his  inquiries  are  confined  to  the  three 
following  fubjeCts,  viz.  The  influence  of  electri¬ 
city  in  the  incubation  of  pullets  eggs  ;  its  influ¬ 
ence,  in  the  fame  refpeCt,  on  the  eggs  of  diffe¬ 
rent  butterflies ;  and,  laftly,  its  effects  on  the  ve¬ 
getation  of  different  plants. 

The  eleCtrical  apparatus  employed,  as  it  differ- 

i  ,  \ 

ed  little  from  thofe  in  common  ufe,  does  not  re¬ 
quire  a  particular  defcription  ;  only  it  may  be  ob~ 
ferved,  that  no  electrometer  was  had  recourfe  to, 
die  author  imagining,  that  no  inftrument,  hither¬ 
to  invented  for  that  purpofe,  can  be  much  de¬ 
pended  on.  But  he  takes  notice  that,  when 
the  weather,  and  other  circumftances,  were  fa¬ 
vourable  for  eleCtrical  experiments,  fo  much  mat¬ 
ter  was  generally  collected,  by  three  turns  of  the 
wheel,  as  to  give  a  pretty  hnart  fliock,  and,  by 
fifty  turns,  fpirits  of  wine  could  be  fet  on  fire.  Be- 
fides  the  ufual  eleCtrical  apparatus,  however,  he 
found  it  neceflary  to  have  a  fmall  table  made  of 
wood,  fufpended  to  the  ceiling  of  the  room  by 
means  of  four  filk  cords,  for  the  purpofe  of  more 
conveniently  applying  electricity  to  the  different 
plants  made  ufe  of  in  the  experiments  ;  and,  when 
any  of  the  eggs  were  to  be  ele&rified,  they  were 

placed 
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placed  in  glafs  bells  made  for  the  purpofe.  Some 
of  the  eggs  were  hatched  under  hens,  and  others 
by  means  of  heat  artificially  applied,  in  a  furnace 
of  a  conflruCiion  fimilar  to  that  defcribed  by  Mr 
Begvelin  in  the  hiftory  of  the  academy  of  fciences 
and  belles  letters  of  Berlin  for  the  year  1749. 

In  the  feveral  experiments  that  took  place,  e- 
very  precaution  was  fallen  upon,  to  prevent  any 
miftake  or  fallacy,  with  refpeCt  to  the  effe&s  of 
the  electrical  matter  applied  to  the  difierent  lub- 

ftances.  All  the  eggs  made  ufe  of,  as  well  thofe 

/ 

eleCtrified  as  thofe  that  were  not,  were  recent, 
and  taken  from  fuch  hens  as  had  daily  communi¬ 
cation  with  cocks.  The  veffels  in  which  the 

\ 

plants  were  placed,  were  always  as  nearly  the 
fame  in  point  of  fize  as  poffible,  as  was  likewife 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  earths  made  ufe 
of.  The  plants  and  feeds  were  all  placed  at  the 
fame  depths,  and  had  always  the  fame  expofure, 
both  with  refpeCt  to  heat,  air,  and  light. 

Before  proceeding  to  enumerate  the  feveral 
experiments,  our  author  thinks  it  necefiary  to 
mention  the  different  modes  in  which  electricity 
was  applied  ;  and  thefe  were, 

ia 
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I.  Pofitively. 

i.  Without  fparks. 

a.  The  fubftance  to  be  eledrified,  being  in¬ 
flated,  and  having,  at  the  fame  time,  a 
communication  with  the  conductor,  by 
means  of  an  eledric.  This  our  author 
terms  Jimple  electricity ,  or  the  eledricai 
fomentation* 

b.  The  body  to  be  eledrified,  not  being  in¬ 
flated,  but  connected  immediately  with 
the  furrounding  elements. 

IL  Negatively,  by  conjoining  the  body  to  be  e- 
ledrified  with  the  cufhion  of  the  globe. 

III.  Pofitively  and  negatively  together,  or  in 
what  are  termed  electrical Jhocks . 

1.  The  fubflances  to  be  eledrified,  being  in- 
fulated,  and  conneded  with  that  fide  of  the 
charged  phial  pofmvely-dedrified,  and  a 
conneding  chain  then  applied  to  the  nega- 
tively-eledrified  fide  of  the  phial. 

i  *  - 

2.  The  body  to  be  eledrified,  not  being  inf¬ 
lated,  being  conneded  with  the  negatively- 
eledrified  fidesof  the  phial,  and  afterwards, 
on  the  phial  being  charged  with  the  pofi¬ 
tively  eledrified  fide. 
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The  firft  experiment  was  upon  pullets  eggs. 
Six  eggs  which  had  been  expofed  to  the  electrical 
fomentation,  three  times  a-day,  for  five  days, 
and  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  each  time,  were, 
on  the  24th  of  June,  placed  below  a  hen,  to¬ 
gether  with  other  fix  eggs  that  had  not  been 

electrified.  The  electrified  eggs  received  three 

\  ' 

other  applications,  fimilar  to  the  former,  on  the 
25th,  and  one  on  the  morning  of  the  26th.  Al¬ 
though  the  eggs  had  been  placed  below  the  hen 
on  the  24th,  yet,  as  fhe  did  not  begin  to  fit  con- 
ftantly  upon  them  till  the  evening  of  the  26th, 
that  period,  therefore,  muff  be  confidered  as  the 
commencement  of  the  incubation. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  viz,  the  18th  day  of  incuba¬ 
tion,  two  fine  chicks  were  produced  from  two  of 
the  electrified  eggs  ;  and,  on  the  fifteenth,  the 
other  four  electrified  eggs  alfo  afforded  fine  birds. 
The  author,  after  waiting  till  the  20th  of  the 
month  for  the  fruits  of  the  non-eleCtrified  eggs, 
and  nothing  then  appearing,  opened  them,  and 
found  them  ail  entirely  rotten,  without  the  leafl 
rudiments  of  chicks  being  obfervable. 

The  birds  from  the  electrified  eggs  were,  at 
firft,  and  all  along,  remarkably  large  and  healthy, 

I  4  and 
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and  continued  to  thrive  even  without  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  mother. 

On  the  4th  of  July  was  commenced  an  expe¬ 
riment  fnrular  to  the  above,  and  the  confequence 
waSp  that,  on  the  1 9th  day  from  the  time  of  in¬ 
cubation,  four  out  of  fix  ele&rified  eggs  produ¬ 
ced  fine  birds  ;  and  as,  after  three  days,  there 

1  -  ►  ,%  h  \  '  r' 

were  no  appearance  of  chicks  from  any  of  the 
reft,  they  were  all  broke,  when  two  out  of  five 
eggs,  which  had  not  been  electrified,  were  found 
to  contain  living  birds,,  The  reft  were  all  rot¬ 
ten. 

Two  other  experiments  on  eggs  are  enurne-' 
rated,  in  which  confiderable  variations  took  place, 
both  with  refpedt  to  the  quantity  of  ele&ricity 
ufed,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  applied. 
The  refult  was,  that  eggs  to  which  fimple  e- 
ledricity  had  been  applied,  and  that  whether 
before  or  after  the  commencement  of  incu¬ 
bation,  not  only  yielded  chicks  of  a  larger  and 
ftrofiger  make  than  ufual,  but  thefe  too  at  a  more 
earlier  period  than  they  commonly  appear. 
On  the  contrary,  however,  when  fparks  were 
taken  from  eggs  electrified  in  that  manner,  no 
evident  oifference  could  be  obferved  between  the 
produce  of  thefe  and  of  fuch  as  had  never  been  e~ 
leCtrified  :  And  again,  eggs  to  which  the  electrical 
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fhock  had  been  frequently  applied,  feemed  to  be 
rendered  ent'rely  unfit  for  the  purpofe  of  incu~ 
bation  ;  none  of  them  producing  chicks  on  being 
expofed  to  the  due  degree  of  heat,  and,  in  one 
egg  that  bad  been  violently  eledtrifled,  the  yolk 
and  white  were  found  mixed  together. 

The  effedts  of  eledlricity  on  the  ova  of  different 
kinds  of  butterflies,  were  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe 
produced  upon  pullets  eggs  ;  the  electrical  atmof- 
phere,  when  frequently  applied,  always  quickning 
their  hatching. 

In  our  authors  experiments  on  vegetation,  fe~ 
veral  remarkable  circumflances  occurred,  which 
prove,  with  certainty,  the  influence  of  eledtricity 
on  the  growth  of  plants.  His  firit  trials  in  this 
way,  were  upon  feeds  newly  fown  ;  and  the  com 
clufions  that  may  be  drawn  from  this  part  of  the 
work,  are, 

1.  That  the  germination  of  plants  is  greatly  ac¬ 
celerated,  by  the  application  of  Ample  eledtricity, 
and  that  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  electric 
matter  made  ufe  of,  in  whatever  kind  of  earth 
the  feeds  have  been  planted. 

2.  That,  in  this  refpedt,  eledtricity  feems  to 
have  even  more  confiderable  effedts  than  duns: 

mixed 
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mixed  with  earth,  in  which  feeds  are  to  be 
fown, 

3.  That,  in  fuch  experiments,  the  nature  of 
the  veffels  that  contain  the  earth,  feems  to  have 
forne  influence:  Thus,  eledricity  applied  to  feeds 
and  earth,  contained  in  metallic  veffels,  proved 
more  powerful  in  its  effects,  than  when  glafs  va- 
fes  were  made  ufe  of,  and  in  thefe  again,  it  feem- 
ed  more  adive  than  when  earthen  potts  were 
had  recourfe  to. 

4.  That  the  effeds  of  eledricity  in  promoting 
vegetation,  appeared  equally  remarkable  in  the  o- 
pen  air,  as  in  the  confined  air  of  an  apartment. 

5.  That,  although  watering  earth  in  which 
feeds  have  been  fown,  does  not  appear  requifite 
for  rendering  the  effeds  of  eledricity  on  vegeta¬ 
tion  remarkable,  yet  that  fprinkling  the  earth 
with  water,  to  which  the  eledrical  fomentation 
has  been  previoufly  communicated,  feems  to  have 
a  confiderable  influence. 

6.  That  the  vegetation  of  plants  may  be  retard- 
by  their  feeds  being  negatively  eledrified. 

7.  "That  although  the  growth^  of  feeds  can  be 
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considerably  haftened  by  their  being  expofed  to 
the  influence  of  the  eledrical  fomentation  ;  yet 
that  no  plants  were  produced  from  fuch  feeds 
as  the  eiedric  Jhock  had  been  communicated  to. 
And, 

8.  That  eledricity,  from  ; Several  experiments, 
both  upon  annual  and  perennial  plants,  had  evi¬ 
dently  a  considerable  influence  in  forwarding  ve¬ 
getation.  With  thefe  laft,  however,  electrical 
Shocks  do  not  feem  to  have  been  made  trial  of, 
the  plants  having  been  merely  expofed  to  the  e- 
ledric  atmofphere. 

After  giving  a  minute  detail  of  the  feveral  ex¬ 
periments,  our  author  next  endeavours  to  account, 
as  nearly  as  poffible,  for  the  feveral  effeds  pro¬ 
duced  by  eledricity.  The  eledric  matter  which 
he,  with  others,  fuppofes,  in  certain  quantities,  to 
be  diffufed  over  all  bodies  is,  he  fays,  a  fluid,  Sin¬ 
gularly  elaflic,  igneous,  or  at  lead  very  analogous 
to  fire,  and  of  a  remarkably  irritating  nature  ; 
and,  from  thefe  different  properties,  many  of  the 
phaenomena  which  occur  in  eledricity  may,  he 
thinks,  be  accounted  for.  * 
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J.  Raymond ,  Diff.  exhib .  defer  iptionem  Febrium Inter* 
mittentium  Autumnalium  S^uotannis  Mittelburgi 
et  in  Vicinis  Seelandiae  Batavae  locis  graffan « 
tium .  F/<f.  Ern.  Godofr.  Baldinger  Sylloge 

Selediorum  Opufculorum  Argument}  Medico-prac- 
tici .  8vo,  Gottingae. 

THE  intermittent  fever  here  deferibed  by  Mr 
Raymond,  prevails  very  umverfally,  not  on*, 
ly  in  the  iflands  of  Zealand,  but  likewife  in  fimi- 

r  *  ■  " 

lar  fituations  on  the  neighbouring  coaft  of  Flan¬ 
ders.  It  is  lefs  frequent  in  the  diftri£t  of  Hol¬ 
land  ;  but  is  often  met  with  both  in  Eaft  and 
Weft  Friefland. 

The  firft  fyrnptoms  of  this  diforder  are,  a 
belching  from  the  ftomach,  with  other  appearan¬ 
ces  of  indigeftion  \  to  thefe  fucceed  a  cold  and 
hot  fit,  which  laft  is  fo  violent,  and  fo  lafting,  as 
to  caufe  the  difeafe  to  be  miftaken  for  an  acute 
fever  of  the  continued  kind.  The  inter  million 
of  febrile  fyrnptoms  is,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
difeafe,  fo  inconfiderable,  as  often  not  to  be  ob« 
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ferved  y  if  proper  attention,  however,  be  given,  a 
flight  remiflion  may  generally  be  difcovered.  The 
new  paroxyhn  is  always  ufliered  in  with  a  gentle 
coldnefs,  and,  by  returning  at  hated  periods,  the 
diforder  is,  by  that  circumftance,  fufficiently  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  a  real  continued  fever.  There  is 
Iikcwife  another  remarkable  diftin&ion  which  oc° 
curs  between  the  two  difeafes  ;  for  if,  in  the  fever 
now  under  confideration,  are  prefcribed,  blood¬ 
lettings,  purgatives,  and  fuch  other  ftrong  evacu¬ 
ating  medicines  as  in  continued  fevers  are  fre¬ 
quently  of  fervice,  different  chronic  diforders  are 
thereby  often  produced  ;  and,  on  the  contrary, 
if  very  warm  ftimulating  remedies  are  made  ufe 
of,  dangerous  continued  fevers  are  often  the  con- 
fequence. 

Next  to  the  violent  heat,  which  is  in  this  fever 
always  a  very  troublefome  fymptom,  the  biliofa 
colluvies  (hews  itfelf  inoft  remarkably  \  the  belly 
fwells,  the  patient  is  troubled  with  a  conflant 
vomiting,  and  weight  in  the  hypochondria ;  the 
whole  mouth  is  from  the  beginning,  covered  with 
a  yellow  bitter  mucus ;  and  fo  univerfally  is  the 
bile  diffufed  over  the  fyllem,  that  a  bilious  humour 
is  frequently  obferved  to  fill,  and  tranfpire  from 
the  feveral  glands  about  the  neck.  In  the 
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courfe  of  the  difeafe,  violent  headachs  with  delb 
rium  occur  ;  the  deep  is  difturbed,  and  not  re« 
frefhing  ;  the  patient  is  feized  with  flattings,  and 
other  convulfive  motions  in  the  mufcles.  Angina 
is  a  common  fymptom,  together  with  aphthae,  and 
pains  in  the  abdomen. — Sometimes  a  coftivenefs 
takes  place,  and  at  other  times  profufe  diarrhoeas 5 
purple  coloured  eruptions  break  out,  that  neither 
appear  to  be  a  itical,  nor  even  to  alleviate  any  of 
the  fyrnpto  111s  \  nay,  they  rather,  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  feecn  to  increafe  the  violence  of  the  heat  ; 
and  profufe  fweatings  often  occur,  without  any 
other  effect,  however,  than  that  of  weakening  the 
patient.  Amidfl  the  violence  of  thefe  feverai 
fymptom s,  a  certain  and  pathognomonic  charac* 
teriftic  of  the  diforder  may,  by  an  attentive  ob= 
ferver,  be  always  difeovered*  At  hated  intervals, 
of  a  longer  or  fhorter  duration,  an  entire  remib 
hon  of  all  the  fymptoms  takes  place,  in  fo  much, 
that,  excepting  a  general  debility,  the  patient  has 
frequently  at  thefe  times  no  ether  complaint. 
This  more  particularly  is  the  cafe,  when  the  dif¬ 
eafe  has  been  of  three  or  four  days  continuance, 
thedihindl  paroxyfms  being  then  more  eafily  ob- 

ferved  than  in  the  hrft  days  of  the  fever  $  atleafl, 
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it  always  is  fo,  if  the  diforder  has  not  from  the 
beginning  been  improperly  treated. 

This  fever  in  general  at  firft  (hews  itfelf  in  the 
form  of  a  tertian  intermittent ;  it  afterwards,  of- 
ten  indeed,  affumes  the  appearance  of  a  quotidi¬ 
an,  and  by  this  means  the  paroxyfms  are  al¬ 
ways  confiderably  lengthened.  Sometimes,  again, 
a  quartan  is  the  type  under  which  it  appears : 
From  the  long  continuance  of  that  fpecies  of  in¬ 
termittent,  and  the  feveral  affe&ions  of  the  vifcera 
it  is  often  attended  with,  this  always  renders  the 
complaint  not  only  more  tedious,  but  in  reality 
more  dangerous. 

Although  the  fymptoms  of  this  diforder  are  of 
a  very  alarming  nature,  yet  a  great  proportion  of 
fuch  as  are  attacked  with  it  recover  ;  and  it  is  al¬ 
ways  obferved,  if  ever  the  violence  of  the  fever 
abates,  the  patient  then  certainly,  though  flowly, 
recovers  the  ufe  of  all  his  fun&ions.  It  is  likewife 
remarkable,  that  fuch  patients  always  recover 
moft  quickly,  as  from  the  beginning  have  had 
the  bilious  humours  properly  evacuated  ;  and, 
vice  ver/a ,  fuch  as  are  carried  off  by  the  difeafe, 
d w  ieeuiingiy  in  a  (late  of  apoplexy,  which  is  com* 
niordy  precedes  by  iuch  a  aegree  of  coma  or  tor¬ 
por,  as  the  patient  can  fcarce  be  roufedfrom.  The 

face 
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face  becomes  red  and  turgid .  the  tongue  re¬ 
markably  parched,  the  patient  at  the  fame  time 
making  no  complaint  of  third ;  the  different 
excrements  are  paffed  involuntarily  ;  the  pulfe  in- 
termits,  and  the  breathing  becomes  flow  and  dif¬ 
ficult.  It  is  always  obferved,  that  plethoric  ro- 
bull  people  recover  with  greater  difficulty  from 
this  fpecies  of  fever,  than  thofe  of  an  oppofite  tem¬ 
perament  ;  and  hence  flout  young  men  are  ah 
ways  more  violently  attacked  than  old  people, 
and  fuch  as  are  of  lax  phlegmatic  habits.  All 
ages  are  equally  liable  to  the  diltemper  ;  infants 
are  as  frequently  feized  with  it  as'  adults,  and  rich 
people  as  well  as  poor.  It  is  obferved,  however, 
that  the  diforder  is  always  mod  fevere  on  fuch 
as  have  been  much  expofed  to  the  heats  of  dim¬ 
mer,  and  on  thofe  alfo  that  have  been  obliged  to 
to  live  upon  fat  rancid  animal  food. 

*  t  • 

The  origin  of  this  diforder  is,  by  our  author, 
attributed  chiefly  to  a  putrefcency  of  the  hu¬ 
mours  in  general,  but  particularly  of  the  bile, 
which  may  be  excited  by  various  caufes  ;  but,  a- 
bout  Middleburg,  and  all  over  the  ifland  of  Wal» 
eher,  the  principal  caufe,  we  are  told,  is  the 
want  of  frefh  water  ;  for,  as  that  ifland  is  a! mod 
wholly  below  the  level  of  the  fea?  there  are  nei¬ 
ther 
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tiler  fprings  nor  frefh  water  rivers ;  fo  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  have  to  truft  entirely  to  what  they  can 
collect  by  fpouts,  in  the  rainy  feaforis,  from  the  fides 
ofhoufes.  Such  water,  from  the  variety  of  pu« 
trefcent  matters,  with  which  it  is  frequently  una¬ 
voidably  mixed,  and  from  the  manner  of  keeping  it 
in  citterns,  foon  becomes  putrid,  and  very  unfit  for 
ufe  ;  it  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  the  juices  of 
fuch  people  as  are  obliged  daily  to  have  re¬ 
tour  fe  to  it,  foon  acquire  a  putrefcent  tendency. 
This,  together  with  a  ttoppage  of  perfpi ration,  oc« 
cafioned  by  cold  wet  weather  lucceeding  to  warm 
fummers,  our  author  confiders  as  the  proximate 
caufe  of  this  fpecies  of  fever.  From  a  Variety  of 
fads,  it  is  well  known,  that  this  diforder,  though 
frequently  epidemic,  yet  is  not  in  the  leaft  conta¬ 
gious.  Phyficians  who  attend  the  fick,  and  other 
people  who  live  in  the  fame  houfe  with  them, 
are  never  feized  with  fuch  complaints,  unlefs  they 
have  preVioufly  received  the  feeds  of  infedion. 
Nay, children  even  have  been  known  to  fuck  their 
infeded  nurfes  with  impunity. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  diforder,  blood-letting 
is  never  advifeable,  excepting  in  young  plethoric 
patients,  where,  to  a  certain  degree,  it  may  fome- 
times  be  neceiTary,  either  with  a  view  to  mode- 
Yql.1V.  -  ,  K 
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rate  any  inflammatory  fyrnptoms  that  may  occur, 
or  to  prevent  any  riik  from  the  violent  opera¬ 
tion  of  inch  emetics  as  are  found  requifite. 

Both  the  naufea,  and  the  natural  vomiting* 
which  fo  frequently  occur  in  this  complaint,  evi¬ 
dently  point  out  the  propriety  of  having  recourfe 
to  emetics  ;  and  of  thefe  the  mod  gentle  are  much 
preferable  to  thofe  of  a  more  fiimulating  nature  p 
fo  that  ipecacuanha  is  always  to  be  preferred 
to  tartar  emetic.  In  general,  however,  and  efpe* 
dally  in  the  beginning  of  the  diforder,  neither 
of  thofe  articles  are  neceffary,  as  warm  wa¬ 
ter,  merely,  anfwers  every  purpofe  fully  better 
than  either.  It  not  only  ads  as  an  eaveuant, 
but  fuch  of  it  as  is  not  thrown  up,  by  mixing  with 
the  putrefeent  particles  of  the  fluids,  tends 
thereby  not  only  to  corred  their  acrimony,  but 
may  likewife  affift  in  carrying  them  off  by  the 
fkin  and  other  emundories.  For  this  reafon,  it 
ihould  be'  given  in  large  draughts,  and  thefe  fre- 
.  quently  repeated,  efpcciaily  foon  before  the  return 
of  a  paroxyfm  is  expeded. 

When  the  hrh  paroxyfm  is  over,  gentle  laxa-  * 
tives  are  generally  had  recourfe  to,  and  ainxod  al¬ 
ways  with  evident  good  effeds.  Manna,  tama¬ 
rinds,  and  caffia  are  the  articles  commonly  pre¬ 
scribed. 
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fcribed.  Daring  the  continuance  of  the  fit,  it  is 
found  of  fervice  to  throw  in  different  abforbent 
powders,  as  is  aifo  the  ufe  of  foine  of  the  neutral 
falts,  and  particularly  nitre  and  cream  of  tartar  5 
to  which  a  few  grains  of  rhubarb  are  fometimes 
conjoined  with  advantage.  For  ordinary  drink, 
barley-water,  acidulated  with  fpirits  of  vitriol  or 
nitre,  anfwers  very  well ;  tea  is  likewlfe  frequent¬ 
ly  ufed,  as  aifo  water  in  which  bread  has  been 
boiled,  with  a  fmall  proportion  of  wine,  a  mode¬ 
rate  ufe  of  which  not  only  is  of  fervice  by  fup- 
porting  the  patient,  but  tends  in  reality  to  fup- 
prefs  that  violent  heat  which  always  prevails  here¬ 
in  the  firft  days  of  the  difeafe,  no  kind  of  nourifh- 
ment  is  ever  given,  excepting  fuch  drinks  as  have 
been  mentioned  ;  afterwards  weak  fiefh  broths, 
acidulated  with  citron  juice,  may  be  allowed.  But¬ 
ter  milk  is  fometimes  given  too,  both  by  itfelf,  and 

made  into  porridge  with  flower.  Ripe  fruits,  fuch 

* 

as  apples,  prunes,  and  cherries,  roafled  or  boiled  in 
their  own  juices,  may  here  likewife  be  fafely  permit¬ 
ted.  Whatever  nourifhrnent  is  needfrry,  however, 
fhould  be  taken  a  confiderable  time  before  a  pa- 
roxyfm  is  expedled,  as  meat  of  any  kind,  taken 
immediately  before  a  fit,  always  occafons  a  great 
deal  of  uneafmefs  to  the  patient. 
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By  proper  attention,  and  the  continuance  of 
fuch  a  courfe  as  has  been  prefcribed,  a  great 
proportion  of  thofe  attacked  with  this  diforder 
recover  from  it ;  it  fometimes,  however,  proves 
very  obftinate,  efpecially  in  fuch  as  have  previ- 
oufSy  laboured  under  any  complaints  in  the  abdo¬ 
minal  vifcera. 

Of  all  the  fymptoms  that  occur  in  this  difeafe, 
jaundice  is  mod  to  be  dreaded  ;  for,  although  the 
feverifh  fymptoms  be  got  the  better  of,  yet  a 
dropfy,  or  forne  other  dangerous  diforder  of  a 
chronic  nature,  always  fupervenes.  In  fuch  cafes, 
foap  with  rhubarb,  and  other  refolvent  medicines, 
muft  be  had  recourfe  to  inwardly,  along  with  the 
external  ufe  of  proper  ointments,  and  fomenta¬ 
tions  to  the  abdomen,  with  a  view  to  the  refolu- 
tion  of  fuch  obftrudtions  as  may  have  taken  p  ace. 
The  Peruvian  bark,  in  this  difeafe,  when  prudently 
adminiftered,  is  always  of  the  greateft  advantage  ; 
there  are  fome  periods  of  the  complaint,  however, 
in  which  it  cannot  be  ufed  but  with  the  greateft 
rifk,  particularly  when  any  obftrudtion  in  the 
liver,  or  other  abdominal  vifcera,  takes  place  ;  as 
likewife  when  the  patient  is  troubled  with  a  cough, 
or  any  other  pectoral  complaint.  In  that  cafe, 
the  ufe  of  Peruvian  bark  almoft  certainly  lays  the 
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foundation  of  a  real  phthifis.  But,  whenever  the 
diforder,  by  its  long  continuance,  feems  to  be  af« 
fuming  the  form  of  a  continued  fever,  when  no  ob- 
ftructions  in  the  vifcera  take  place,  when  the  pulfe  is 
feeble  and  the  patient  much  debilitated,  and  elpecial- 
ly  when  the  different  evacuations  have  been  carried 
a  proper  length,  the  bark  is  then  the  only  remedy 
to  be  depended  on,  and  Ihould  be  carefully 
exhibited,  in  proper  quantities,  between  the  dif¬ 
ferent  paroxyfms.  Even  in  the  moft  dangerous 
Rate  of  the  diforder,  the  bark  is  frequently  had 
recourfe  to  with  advantage,  as  in  the  words  of 
our  author  ;  c  Omnium  maxime  cortex  proceft, 

*  quando  fopor  comatofus,  ex  quo  difficulter  excita-? 

‘  tur  aeger,  cu  n  facie  Hippocratica,  et  intercurren-? 

6  tes  Leipothymiae,  profundaque  et  obliviofa  infen-? 
c  fibilitas,  cum  pulfu  intermittente  et  refpiratione 
c  flertorofa,  prsenunciant  lethargum  vel  apoplexi- 
c  am  inliare.  Turn  fciucet  cortex  optimus  cu  n 
c  multis  acidis,  prsefertim  vitriolicis,  etiam  cum 
c  rhaoarbaro,  fi  opus,  et,  cum  fahbus  mediis  mari- 
‘  tatus,citoet  copiofe  eft  dandus.  Ab  ejus  enim 

*  ufu  homo  iterum  evigilat,  quaff  redeunt  fen? 

5  fus,  redit  pulfuum  et  refpirationis  integritas,  ho- 

*  moque,  ex  orci  quaff  faucibus  ereptus,  dein  vitam 
i  protrahit,  ut  reliquiae  morbi  queant  fuperarid 
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When  the  diforder  affumes  the  form  of  a  quar° 
tan  intermittent,  as  it  fometimes  does,  its  cure 
can  never  be  foon  expected,  fcarcely  ever  before 
the  return  of  one  or  more  fummers )  and  what  in 
fuch  a  form  always  renders  it  more  dangerous, 
is,  that,  in  thefe  regions,  a  fcurvy  frequently  fuper- 
venes  in  the  courfe  of  the  winter.  In  the  begin- 

ning  of  this  (fate  of  the  difeafe,  little  or  nothing 

$ 

can  be  done  \  for  evacuations,  efpeciaiiy  when  the 

4  /  % 

autumn  is  much  advanced,  have  always  the  effeCt 
of  inducing  a  double  quartan,  and  febrifuge  re¬ 
medies  cannot  then  be  had  recourfe  to,  but  with 
confiderable  riik.  Refolvents,  however,  and  bit¬ 
ters,  with  other  flomachic  medicines,  may,  in  the 
mean  time,  be  ufed  with  advantage ;  and,  as  foon  as 
fpring  commences,  aritifcorbutics  may  be  had  re¬ 
courfe  to,  and  afterwards  the  bark  conjoined  with 

thefe.  In  fuch  cafes,  where  the  putrid  fcurvy  has 

*  *  - 

come  any  confiderable  length,  as  may  be  known 
by  the  erofion  of  the  gums,  and  other  fymptoms 
that  evidently  fliew  themfeives,  the  ftronger  a- 
cirls,  and  efpeciaiiy  the  ol.  vitrioli,  fliould  be  had 
recourfe  to,  the  vegetable  acid  being  then  not 
found  ftrong  enough  to  correct  the  putrefcence 
that  takes  place  in  the  blood. 

After  thefe  general  obfervations  on  the  conjunction 

/  of 


COMMENTARIES 


15! 


of  putrid  fcurvy,  with  the  dlforder  now  under 
confideration,  our  author  then  proceeds  to  the- 
concluuon  of  the  differtation,  with  a  few  re¬ 
marks  on  what  he  terms  the  muriatic  fcurvy  ;  and, 
the  more  clearly  to  convey  his  meaning,  we  here 
prefentour  readers  with  his  own  words :  4  Quod  fi 
4  autem  fcorbutus  fic  didus  muriaticus  accedaf, 
4  qui  apud  nos  propter  aeris  marini.  exhaiationes 
6  falfas,  et  propter  copioiioreni  nautaruni  vivendi 
^  modum,  quem  etiam  piu.res  alii  imitari  coguntur, 
6  fcilicet,  propter  halecumet  pifciuin  falitorum, 
4  carnifque  fumo  et  fale  conditas  quotidianam  ufu- 

4  ram,  etiam  ob  yegetabilium  recentiuni  in  mag- 
✓ 

6  no  hominum  numero  penuriam  et  raram  difpen- 
6  fationem,frequens  eft,et  qui  ex  rigiditate  ae  dolore 
rheumatico,  niufcu!orurn,ex  pruritu  cutis, ex  eda- 
6  citate  et  fiticuiohtate  perpetua,  ex  urina  male 
4  coda  et  acri,  ex  fpiflicis  nervorum  contradionb 
4  bus,epidermidis  ficcitate  etddquamatlone,  uiceri- 
4  bus  late  ferpentibus,  et  ex  rebelli  pertmacia  febris 
4  quartanse  contra  falutarem  corticis  Peruvian! 

4  ufum  cognofcitur,  turn  praeter  ant.fcforbutica  or- 
4  dinaria  imprimis  aqua  calcis  yivse,  ex  conchihis 
4  marims  ex  u  ft  as,  et  cum  aequali  ladis  copia 

*  mifta,  bibenda  commendatur.  Saepe  aqua  Scl- 

*  teranaet  Spadana,  cum  regiminehis  aquis  debito,' 


K 
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c  adhiberi  debet.  Prodefl  etiarn  peregrinatio  et 
c  foli  natalis  cum  acre  magis  libero,  pradertim 
4  montano,  ufque  ad  plenariam  fanationem  com- 
*  mutatioo* 

*  *  <7  C 
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III. 

Obfervations  fur  la  Situation  des  Vifceres  du  Bas~ 
ventre  ches  les  Enfans ,  et  fur  le  deplacement 
qu’ils  eprouvent  dans  un  age  plus  avance ,  par 
Monf.  Portal,  Vid.  Uhiftoire  de  l* Academic 
Roy  ale  des  Sciences  a  Paris }  annee  1771,  ^to, 
Paris. 

A  N  exad  knowledge  of  the  fituation  of  the 
jL  JL  abdominal  vifcera,  in  all  ages,  is  of  the 
greatefl  confequence  to  every  praditioner.  And 
as  Mr  Portal  has  had  the  beft  opportunities  for 
information  on  the  fubjed,  his  obfervations  de- 
ferve  particular  attention. 

The  abdomen  is,  by  Mr  Portal,  divided  into 
three  regions,  the  fuperior,  middle,  and  inferior ° 
in  the  firft  are  comprehended  thofe  parts  that  are 
bounded  by  the  diaphragm  and  ribs  \  the  fecond 

extends 
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extends  from  the  ribs  to  the  pelvis,  and  the  pel¬ 
vis  itfelf  conftitutes  the  laft. 

4  V  .  1  '  1  >  -  » 

Thefe  three  regions  form  one  large  cavity,  in 
which  are  contained  all  the  vifcera  of  the  lower  belly ; 
the  extent,  however,  of  thefe  different  divifions 
varies  in  different  ages,  in  different  fubje&s,  and 
is  altered  likewffe  by  difeafe.  In  new-born  in¬ 
fants,  the  diflance  between  the  flernum  and  pel¬ 
vis  is  near  to  a  third  of  their  whole  length ;  in 
adults,  the  length  of  the  abdomen  does  not  extend 
to  a  fifth  of  the  whole.  In  children  of  three  feet 
in  height,  the  abdomen  meafures  nearly  one  foot, 

and  it  is  not  found  to  exceed  that  in  adults  five 
feet  high. 

>i 

This  difference  with  refpeft  to  the  abdomen 
in  infants  and  in  adults,  is  confined  entirely  to 
the  middle  region,  which,  in  children,  is  not  on¬ 
ly  much  longer,  but,  in  proportion,  much  more 
extend ve  in  eveiy  refpedt,  than  in  people  come 
to  their  full  fize.  In  the  former,  it  is  wider  from 
before  backwards,  in  children  the  fpine  being  al- 
mofl  entirely  ftraight,  whereas,  in  adults,  it  be¬ 
comes  confiderably  crooked.  In  children  too, 
u  is  much  wider  from  one  fide  to  the  other  than 
in  adults,  asjm  them  the  ribs  bend  more  outwards 

than  they  do  in  the  latter. 

-  '  % 
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Although  this  middle  abdominal  region,  how? 
ever,  is  in  children  fo  extend ve,  yet  both  the 
fuperior  and  inferior  divifions  are  not  propor¬ 
tionally  fo  ;  nay,  they  are  even  fmail,  in  comparifon 
to  thofe  of  adults.  The  pelvis  is  incomparably 
fnialler  in  the  foetus  than  in  adults ;  in  the  foriner3 
the  under  extremity  of  the  os  facrum  henas 
confiderably  over  towards  the  pubis.  The  ho¬ 
rizontal  branch  of  the  pubis  is  both  fhort  and  flat, 
and  the  tuberofities  of  the  ifehia  are  turned  back¬ 
wards.  Every  circuinftance,  therefore,  concurs 
to  fhorten  the  cavities  of  both  the  inferior  and 
fuperior  abdominal  regions  ;  in  fo  much  that,  in 
young  children,  all  the  vifeera  of  the  lower  belly 
are  contained  in  what  we  have  termed  the  middle 
divifion,  and  remain  there,  till,  by  degrees,  they 
infinuate  themfeives  into  the  other  two  regions, 
as  thefe,  in  courfe  of  time,  come  to  be  enlarged. 
Before  treating,  however,  of  the  changes  tne  vif¬ 
eera  undergo  m  point  of  fituation  from  the  in? 
f ant  me  ftate  to  that  of  adults,  it  will  not  be  im¬ 
proper  firft  to  give  a  more  particular  defeription 
of  their  feveral  fituations  in  the  former. 

The  flomach  in  infants,  in  place  of  being  fltu- 
ated  tranfverfely,  as  is  the  cafe  in  adults,  hangs 
ahnoit  perpendicularly.  It  extends  from  what  is 

commonly 
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commonly  termed  the  epigaftric  region,  to  the 
umbilical,  inclining  a  very  little  to  the  left  above, 
and  to  the  right  fide  below  ;  having  its  convex 
fide  or  great  curve  turned  to  the  left,  and  the 
fin-ill  curvature  towards  the  right.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  htuation  of  the  flomach,  the  o- 

v 

mentuin,  which  is  always  attached  to  its  great  cur¬ 
vature,  lies  more  towards  the  left  than  the  right 
fide  ;  and,  from  want  of  knowledge  of  this  circum- 
ftan-ee,  practitioners  have  often  treated,  as  difeafes 
of  the  colon,  fuch  complaints  in  children,  as,  on 
opening  the  bodies  after  death,  have  been  found 
feated  in  the  omentum  only.  The  liver  is  very 
large  in  the  foetus,  in  proportion  to  its  fize  in  a? 
dults,  and  is  fituated  almoft  entirely  in  the  middle 
region  of  the  abdomen  ;  it  appears  to  the  touch 
externally,  indeed,  much  nearer  the  linea  alba 
than  it  is  ever  found  to  be  in  a  more  advanced 
age.  At  this  period  the  duodenum  is  placed  al- 
moil:  entirely  behind  the  flomach.  The  fpleen 
in  infants  is  always  eafily  difeovered  by  the  touch, 
immediately  below  the  falfe  ribs ;  this,  in  adults, 
never  can  be  done,  but  in  a  difeafed  hate  of  that 
yifeus.  In  the  former,  a  confiderable  part  of  it  is 
fituated  in  the  middle  region  of  the  abdomen  5 

4  whereas. 
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whereas,  infthe  latter,  its  feat  is  always  in  the  left 
hypochondrium. 

In  very  young  fubjedts  the  urinary  bladder  is 
fituated  entirely  without  the  pelvis,  is  remarkably 
large  in  proportion  to  the  other  parts,  and  extends 
to  within  a  very  fmall  diftance  of  the  navel ;  when 
full  of  urine,  it  makes  a  very  evident  prominence 
near  about  the  middle  and  inferior  part  of  the 
abdomen.  This  pofition  of  the  bladder,  above 
the  os  pubis,  ought  to  be  particularly  attended 
to ;  for  when,  in  infancy,  it  is  neceffary  to  have 
recourfe  to  lithotomy,  the  high  operation  fhould 

always  be  preferred  to  thofe  where  the  opening 

*  .  ^ 

is  made  in  the  perinaeuin.  This  operation,  how¬ 
ever,  has  never  been  favourably  looked  upon. 
But,  as  the  fhorteft  and  eafieft  paffage  to  the 
bladder  is,  in  lithoton'y,  a  principal  objedt,  it 
ought  certainly,  in  children,  to  be  preferred  to 
every  other,  the  bladder  in  them  lying  fo  near  to. 
the  external  teguments  above  the  pubes. 

In  young  girls,  the  womb,  with  its  two  ovaria, 
are  confiderably  raifed  above  the  os  pubis,  and, 
whenfwelled,  a  circumftance,  however,  which,  at 
this  age,  feldom  occurs,  it  can  be  eafiiy  diflin- 

guiftied  by  the  touch  externaiiy. 

v  •  *, 

Such 
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Such  are  the  fituations  of  the  vifcera  in  child¬ 
hood.  In  a  more  advanced  age,  however,  they 
are  entirely  changed  ;  the  ribs  become  lefs  crook¬ 
ed,  the  diaphragm  more  vaulted,  and  the  liver 
gets  a  higher  fituation,  infotnuch  that,  about 
the  fifteenth  year,  it  is  almoft  entirely  covered 
under  the  ribs,  when  the  perfon  is  in  an  horizon¬ 
tal  pofture.  This  change  of  fituation  in  the  liver 
occafions  a  mamfeft  alteration  likewife  in  the  po- 
fition  of  the  ftomach.  By  degrees  it  deviates  from 
the  perpendicular  to  a  horizontal  line  ;  and  accor- 
oing  as  it  changes  its  fituation,  the  omentum  re¬ 
cedes  entirely  from  the  left  fide,  and  proceeds  to 
occupy  the  middle  part  of  the  lower  belly.  Al¬ 
though  the  horizontal  lobe  of  the  liver  can  be  di- 
flinguifhed  by  the  touch  in  adults,  yet  never  by 
any  means  fo  evidently  as  in  children  £  it  is  fitu- 
ated  almoft  upon  the  under  extremity  of  the  oe- 
fophagus,  fo  that,  when  it  becomes  preternaturally 
enlarged,  it  comprefles  that  canal  fo  entirely  as  to 
prevent  the  entrance  of  the  aliments  into  the  fto- 
mach.  L'wo  fuch  cafes  our  author  mentions  his 
having  met  with  ;  and.  in  both,  the  patients  fuf- 
fered  greatly  from  very  violent  vomitings  with 
which  they  were  attacked  fome  time  before  death  „ 

In 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  peivis  becomes  every 

»  , 

way  larger ;  the  pubis  turns  confiderabiy  longer, 
and  acquires  a  greater  height ;  the  os  facrurn 
ftretches  farther  back,  and  the  t  uberofities  of  the 
ifchium  pufh  outwards,  and  to  a  greater  diftance 
from  the  os  coccigis. 

Such  a  connderable  augmentation  in  the  cavk 
ty  of  the  inferior  part  of  the  abdomen,  gives  rife 
to  fuch  changes  in  the  pofition  of  the  different 
vifcera,  as  dcferves,  from  practitioners,  very  par¬ 
ticular  attention.  Thofe  which,  from  their  make 
and  nature,  have  been  accuflomed  to  float  in  the 
middle  region  of  the  abdomen,  now  fall  down 
into  the  pelvis  ;  this  is  particularly  the  cafe  with 
the  bladder,  which,  in  falling  down,  has  its  fupe- 
ricr  part  carried  forward,  and  the  urachus,  which 
had  been  attached  to  the  fundus,  is  tore  away3- 
and  never  again  connected  with  it,  This  fact  was 
firfl  taken  notice  of  by  Mr  Lieutaud,  and  is  not 
as  yet  believed  by  many  anatomiils.  The  ftudy 
of  anatomy,  in  different  periods  of  life,  offers  a 
new  field  for  difcoveries  ;  and  there  is  little  doubt 
of  its  being  profecuted  farther,  but  that  the  va¬ 
rious  opinions  of  different  anato miffs  on  the  fame 
fubjeCt  may  be  reconciled,  they  having  generally 
confidered  as  certain  and  conffant  fuch  appear¬ 
ances  as  they  had  obferved  at  any  particular  age* 

The 
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1  he  fame  caufe  which  produces  the  change  of 
pofition  in  the  bladder,  pccafions  alfo  that  of  the 
uterus.  The  womb,  which,  in  childhood,  had 
been  placed  above  the  pubis,  by  degrees  falls 
into  the  pelvis,  infomuch  that,  in  adult  women, 
who  are  not  pregnant,  it  is  always,  in  a  found  Hate 
at  lead,  entirely  funk  in  it.  Both  the  bladder 
and  uterus  acquire  an  oblique  filiation  in  the 
pelvis,  owing  to  the  defcent  of  the  intellines ; 
this  obliquity,  that  becomes  in  a  manner  natural 
to  both  thefe  vifeera,  was  obfeved  by  Gunzius 
and  Camper.  On  examining  fuch  cafes  of  her- 
niae  of  the  bladder  as  have  yet  occurred,  it  is 
found  to  have  happened  much  more  frequently 
in  the  right  than  the  left  fide;  and  it  is  certain 
that  the  left  ovarium  is  generally  higher  fituated 
than  the  right.  And,  indeed,  the  bottom  of  the  u- 
terus  cannot  be  inclined  towards  the  right  fide 
of  the  pelvis.  Without  having  the  ovarium  attached 

*  S' 

to  it  carried  down  at  the  lame  time.  There  is  hke- 
wife  another  peculiarity  which  fometimes  occurs 
in  the  pofition  of  the  left  ovarium,  it  being  fre¬ 
quently  found  almoft  contiguous  to  the  lower 
lumbar  vertebra.  A  cafe  of  difeaf  d  ovarium  is 
here  related  by  the  author :  He  was  confulted,  a- 

long 
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long  with  other  two  phyficians,  by  a  lady  attacked 
with  a  fchirrous  tumor,  about  four  fingers 
breadth  below,  and  a  little  to  the  left  fide  of  the 
umbilicus.  His  opinion  was,  that  the  fwelling 
adhered  to  the  bottom  of  the  uterus,  and  that  it 
was  not  produced  by  either  of  the  ovaria*  which 
he  imagined  lay  more  to  each  fide.  On  opening 
the  body,  however,  after  death,  the  womb  was 
found  in  the  pelvis,  with  the  right  ovarium  be¬ 
low  ;  while  the  left,  which  was  of  a  prodigious 
fize  and  hardnefs,  was  placed  near  to  the  lowed 
vertebra  of  the  loins,  and  above  the  left  fide  of  the 
uterus. 


IV. 

Recapitulation  des  B apt ernes,  Manages,  MortU* 
aires ,  et  Enfans-trouves  de  la  Ville  et  Faubourgs 
de  Paris ,  depuis  P  annee  1709,  jufques  et  coni- 
pris  P annee  1770.  Par  M.  Morand  fils.  Vide 
PHi/loire  de  PAcademie  Royale  des  Sciences 
a  Paris,  annee  1771,  4to,  Paris. 

1  9 

TH  E  firlt  attempt  to  difcover  the  number 
of  marriages,  baptifms,  and  deaths,  that 
annually  occur  in  the  city  of  Paris,  was  commen¬ 
ce 
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ted  in  the  month  of  January  1670,  and  continued 
monthly  for  two  years  and  upwards.  Mr  Mo- 
rand,  in  the  firft  part  of  his  paper,  has  mferted 
a  copy  of  this  lift  for  the  firft  two  years  of  the 
undertaking,  together  with  that  of  the  three  firft 
months  of  the  year  1681,  which  is  all  that,  after 
the  inoft  diligent  fearch,  he  has  been  able  to  pro¬ 
cure.  In  the  year  1709,  a  fimilar  plan  was 
begun,  and  has  been  regularly  continued  ever 
fince  ;  of  this  the  following  table  is  an  exact  co¬ 
py  ;  and  we  are  told,  that  it  is  to  be  regularly 
carried  on,  and  its  contents  communicated  in  the 
fubfequent  volumes  of  the  memoirs  of  the  aca¬ 
demy,  every  tenth  year.  The  very  great  increafe, 
that  of  late  years  appears  by  the  table  to  have  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  number  of  infants,  admitted  to  the 
Foundling  Hofpital  at  Paris,  is  owing,  we  are  in¬ 
formed,  to  the  greater  difficulty,  now  experien¬ 
ced  by  the  lower  fet  of  people,  in  rearing  and 

maintaining  their  children,  than  was  the  caff 
fome  years  ago. 
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Years. 

Baptifms.  , 
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I709 

16910 

3°47  i 
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I  7  10 

1 3634 
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< 
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4378 
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19673 
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4255 
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i 

1724 

19828 
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18564 
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18039  j 

1726 
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3295  . 
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1 

1727 

18715 

38l3 

19100  j 

1728 

18189 

4i98 

16887  1 

1729 

18163 

4231 

19852 

173° 

1  8966 

44°3 

I7452 

1 7  3 1 

18877 

4169 

20832 

j 
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I  8605 

3983 

1 7  5  3  2 

2  733 

17825 

41 32 

1 7466 

1734 

19835 

4*33 

15122 

1735 

1  8862 

3876 

16 196 

I73<5 

18877 

399° 

18900  | 

1737 

19767 

4158 

18678 

17  38 

18617 

4247 

19581 

1739 

19781 

4  1  08 

21986  j 

1740 

18632 

40 1 7 

25284  j 

: 

1741 

18578 

3928 

2  3  5  7  4  . 

1742 

17722 

4178 

22784 

1743 

17873 

5*43 

1 9°  3  3 

*744 

X8318 

4210 

16205 

Foundling^,' 

1179 

1653 

•743 

1741 

1734 
1795 

1  780 

I673 
1723 

17  34 

I44I 
1730 
1857 
I982 
2095 

2  2  60 
2466 
23O2 
2 1 66 
2336 
240 1 

2539 

2474 

24H 

2654 

25  77 

2681  , 

29  *4 
2786 
3289 

3  ’5° 
3388 

3l63 

3101 
3°34 
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Tears. 

1745 

1746 
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V. 

Memoir e  fur  les  Enfcms  qui  naijfent  fans  un  veri¬ 
table  Anus .  Par  M,  Benin.  Vid.  A  Hifloire 
de  r  Academic  Roy  ale  des  Sciences,  Annee  1771. 
4I0.  a  Paris  1 774. 

Tfc  Bertinjs  obfervations  on  the  difeafe  ah 
XW J  ©  laded  to  in  the  title,  are  preceded  by 

feveral  pertinent  remarks  on  the  helplefs  (late  of 

* 

new-born  children,  and  on  the  abfolute  neceffity 
of  attending  to  all  their  wants. 

One  of  the  mod  material  cares  due  by  a  nurfe 

J 

to  a  child,  is  to  fee  that  all  the  paffages  intended 
by  nature,  whether  for  the  entrance  or  exit  of 
the  air  and  aliments,  are  free,  and  without  any 
obftruthon  ;  for,  as  many  cafes  occur,  in  which 
fame  of  thefe  are  not  altogether  complete,  if  they 
are  not  foon  either  rendered  fo,  or  the  deficien- 
ces3  in  fome  meafure,  at  lead,  fupplied,  fuch  chil¬ 
dren  cannot  be  fuppofed  long  to  furvive  their 
birth. 

Of  all  the  different  paffages,  none  are  found  fo 
liable  to  fuch  obllruciioiis  as  the  anus,  in  which 

it 
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it  is  now  well  known  they  are  far  from  being  un¬ 
common.  This  aiforder,  our  author  alledges, 
may,  and  has  happened,  in  four  different  man¬ 
ners,  ail  of  which  require  a  different  method  of 
treatment. 

3.  The  anus  may  be  entirely  obffrudted,  either 
by  a  thin  membrane,  or  a  more  flefhy  fubftance, 
merely  (topping  up  the  external  paffage, 

2.  The  rectum  is  fometimes  wanting  altoge¬ 
ther  ;  is  fometimes  not  perforated  through  its 
whole  extent ;  and  fometimes  terminates  111  one 
or  two  bags  or  culs-de-facs,  before  reaching  the 
external  teguments. 

3.  The  re&um  in  girls  fometimes  terminates 
in  the  vagina;  and,  on  other  occafions,  by  a  double 
opening,  one  in  the  vagina,  and  another  at  the 
ufual  part*  viz.  the  anus.  It  may  end  doubly  too 
in  another  manner,  viz.  with  one  opening  into  the 
bladder,  and  another  in  the  vagina. 

4.  In  male  children  the  rectum  fometimes 
terminates  in  the  bladder,  without  having  any  o- 
ther  opening  ;  and  in  them  like  wife  may  end 
doubly,  viz.  both  in  the  bladder,  and  at  the  or*- 
dinary  fituation  of  the  anus.  In  the  firit  of  thefe 
circuinftances,  the  diforder  in  general  is  very  eafiiy 
got  the  better  of ;  for,  when  the  paffage  is  only 

L  3  covered 
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covered  by  a  thin  membrane,  the  proper  fitua- 
tion  o f  the  anus  is  at  once  evident,  both  to  the 
eye  and  the  fed*  by  the  preffure  and  blue  colour 
occafipned  at  the  part  by  the  meconium  within. 
Mr  Levret,  in  fuch  cafes,  advifes  a  circular  incifion 
of  the  membrane  ;  but  our  author  thinks,  with  Hib 
danus  and  Lamotte,  that  a  fimple  incifion  is  ail  that 
is  requifite  ;  the  wound  being  immediately  walk¬ 
ed  with  fpirit  of  wine,  and  covered  with  dry  char- 
pee,  without  even  having  recourfe  to  tents.  When, 
however,  the  obftruCting  fubhance  is  of  a  more 
thick  hefty  nature,  in  place  of  one  fimple  incifion, 
two,  three,  or  more  may  fometimes  be  necdfary  ; 
as  it  is  much  better  to  effectuate  the  opening  fafe- 
ly,  in  a  flow  gradual  manner,  than  run  any  rift 
of  wounding  the  bladder  and  other  contiguous 
parts,  by  plunging  the  fcalpel  to  the  bottom  of 
the  obftru&ion  at  once.  In  order  farther  to  avoid 
the  bladder  too,  we  are  advifed  to  direCt  the 
courfe  of  the  incifions  backwards,  near  to  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  os  facrum.  In  fuch  cafes,  where 
it  is  neceffarv  to  carry  the  opening  to  any  conft 
derable  depth,  either  a  tent,  as  deferibed  by  Hei- 
fter,  muft  be  introduced  after  the  operation,  or  a 
canula,  as  directed  by  Hildanus  $  as  the  fides  of 

the 
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the  wound  would,  without  fuch  a  precaution,  be 
apt  to  coalefce. 

It  fometimes  happens  that, although  their  be  an 
opening  at  the  ordinary  part,  yet  the  paiTage  is  too 
ffrait  to  allow  a  free  exit  to  the  meconium,  and 
other  excrements.  This  (late  of  the  diforder  may  ' 
be  relieved  in  three  different  methods,  either  by 
diluting  the  foeces  with  frequent  injections,  fo  as 
to  render  their  evacuation  more  eafy  ;  by  dilating 
the  opening  with  a  tent  or  canuia  of  a  proper 
fize  ;  and,  laflly,  if  neither  of  thefe  anfwer,  by  en¬ 
larging  the  opening  with  a  fcalpel.  A  cale  is 
here  related  from  Roonhuyfen,  wherein  this  laft 
method  was  had  recourfe  to  with  fuccefs. 

The  fecond  fpecies  of  this  diforder  enumerated 
by  our  author,  is,  as  will  be  readily  imagined,  of 
a  much  more  dangerous  nature  than  the  proceed¬ 
ing.  Several  inffances  of  it  are  here  related  by 
Mr  Benin,  taken  from  the  memoirs  of  the  aca-? 
demy  of  fciences,  and  thofe  of  the  academy  of  fur- 
gery,  as  well  as  fome  other  authentic  publications. 

It  has  been  propofed  by  Van  Sweden  and  o- 
thers,  in  fuch  defperate  cafes,  wherein  the  re&um 
is  altogether  wanting,  and  when,  at  the  fame  time, 
any  attempts  that  have  been  made  for  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  an  artificial  anus  have  failed,  that  the  abdo* 
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men  of  the  child  fhould  be  opened,  fo  that,  in  this 
manner,  fuch  a  paflage  for  the  foeces  might  be  ob¬ 
tained,  as  has  frequently  been  known  to  anfwer 
in  very  bad  cafes  of  hernias.  Our  author,  how¬ 
ever,  is  of  opinion,  that  fuch  a  dangerous  and 
doubtful  operation,  fhould  in  no  cafe  be  had  re- 
courfe  to,  except  it  fhould  in  fome  particular  in- 
fiances  fo  happen,  that  nature  fhould  point  out  the 
part,  proper  for  the  opening,  by  the  formation  of  a 
circumfcribed  tumor  occafioned  by  the  collection 
of  meconium  in  the  intdfines ;  in  which  event,  as 
the  furgeon  would  then  have  a  fure  guide  for 
the  dfa&ion  of  his  incifions,  fome  operation  of 
the  kind  propofed  might,  he  thinks,  be  attempted* 
But,  in  general,  all  that  is  advifeable  to  be  done, 
is,  with  a  fcalpel  to  make  an  opening  of  a  proper 

fize,  at  the  ufual  part  where  the  anus  terminates; 
and  the  incifion  being  carried  as  deep  as  conve¬ 
niently  it  can,  a  pharyngotora  is  then  to  be  direct¬ 
ed  on  the  finger,  and  pufhed  as  far  up  as  the 
operator  judges  can  be  done  with  fafety  ;  and  its 
point  being  carried  backwards  towards  the  courfe 
of  the  os  facrum,  the  bladder  may  in  that  way 
be  avoided. 

It  fometimes  happens  that,  although  there  is  an 
opening  at  the  ufual  part  where  the  anus  termi¬ 
nates. 
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nates,  yet  the  paflage  is  entirely  obftrudted  by  the 
interference  of  fome  membrane  or  other  fub~ 
fiance,  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  more  finger- 
breadths  from  the  external  opening.  Such  a 
cale  is  here  related,  wherein,  after  the  child’s 
death,  the  inferior  extremity  of  the  colon  was 
found  about  half  an  inch  diflant  from  the  upper 
end  of  the  rectum  ;  fo  that  thofe  two  extremi¬ 
ties  of  the  two  different  intefiines  formed,  as  it 
'were,  two  diitinfl  cufs-de-facs .  Our  author  is  of 
opinion,  that  children,  in  this  Situation,  might 
fre  quently  be  laved  by  a  trocar  or  pharyngotom  be¬ 
ing  pvifhed  along  the  finger  in  a  proper  dire&ion, 
fo  as  to  reach  that  part  of  the  intefline  containing 
the  meconium  ;  and  in  fact,  we  find  an  inftance 
related  in  the  memoires  of  the  academy  of  forgery, 

tom.  1 .  page  385.  of  a  child,  who  laboured  under 
tins  fpccies  of  the  diforder,  being  recovered  by  the 
means  propofed.  The  third  fpecies  of  the  diforder 
now  under  confideratipn,  arifes,  as  was  obferved, 
from  the  redturr.  terminating  in  the  vagina.  It  fome- 
times  ends  by  one  fingle  opening  in  the  vagina; 
and  at  other  times  doubly,  with  one  opening 
in  the  vagina,  and  another  at  the  ordinary 
fituation  of  the  anus.  In  this  lafl  cafe,  if  the 
two  openings  are  large  enough  for  the  paffage  of 
the  foeces, little  or  nothing  is  neceffary  to  be  done; 
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for  any  operation  that  could  be  had  recourfe  to, 
might  produce  fully  greater  inconveniences  than 
can  occur,  even  from  a  continuance  of  the  difor- 
der.  But,  on  the  contrary,  when  the  two  paffages 
are  found  infufficient  for  the  exit  of  the  fceces,  the 
opening  at  the  anus  fhould  be  enlarged,  either  by 
means  of  tents  or  canuias  of  different  fizes  ;  or,  if 
thefe  are  found  ineffectual,  by  the  fcalpel,  as  ad- 
vifed  in  the  firft  fpecies  of  the  diforder.  When 
it  fo  happens,  that  the  reCtum  opens  altogether 
into  the  vagina,  and  at  the  fame  time  there  is  rea- 
fon  from  appearances  to  imagine,  that  the  gut 
could  be  eafiiy  got  at  by  an  inchion  upon  the  u- 
fual  fituation  of  the  anus,  the  operation,  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  fhould  certainly  be  had  recourfe  to,  as  it  may 
be  a  means,  if  not  of  curing  the  inconvenience  al¬ 
together,  at  leafi  of  rendering  it  more  tolerable. 

The  fourth  and  laft  fpecies  of  the  complaint 
proceeds,  as  was  obferved,  from  the  reCtum  ter¬ 
minating  in  the  bladder.  It  cannot  eafiiy  occur 

in  girls,  as  in  them  the  vagina  interferes  between 
the  reCtum  and  bladder  ;  but  feveral  inff  ances  of  it 
in  boys  are  here  related  by  our  author.  The  inte- 
Itine  may  terminate  either  altogether  in  the  bladder, 
or  by  two  different  openings,  one  in  the  bladder, 
and  one  externally,  at  the  ufuai  fituation  of  the  anus. 

Both 
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Both  fpecies  of  the  diforder  mud  be  conddered  as 
exceedingly  dangerous,  it  being  impoffible  for  the 
fceces  to  find  a  padage  by  the  narrow  canal  of  the 
urethra  $  and  their  being  long  retained  in  the 
bladder,  mud  inevitably  dedrpy  the  patient  at 
lad.  It  fhould  therefore  be  the  fird  objed  with 
praditioners,  in  allfuch  cafes,  if  poffible,  to  make 
a  free  opening  for  the  padage  of  the  faeces  from 
the  bladder.  Although  the  opening  from  the  in- 
tedine  into  the  bladder,  may  not  perhaps  be 
within  reach  either  of  the  eye  or  finger,  yet  this 
fpecies  of  the  diforder  is  jud  as  evidently 
character ifed  as  any  of  the  others,  being  always 
known  to  exid  when  the  meconium  and  other 
excrements  are  paffed  by  the  urethra. 

When  an  external  opening  takes  place,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  communication  between  the  in- 
teltine  and  biadder,  all  that  is  neceffary  to  be 
done,  is  to  enlarge  the  former,  through  its  whole 
extent,  from  the  teguments  to  the  gut  itfelf,  fo  as 
to  make  the  padage  for  the  foeces  as  free  in  that 
way  as  podible.  And  if  that  does  not  anfwer  the 
purpofe  Efficiently,  the  incifion  fhould  be  carried 
into  the  poderior  part  of  the  bladder,  fo  as  to  al¬ 
low  a  free  exit,  both  for  what  has  been  coileded 
in  it,  and  for  fuch  portions  of  the  excrement  as 

may 
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may  in  future  be  emptied  into  it.  The  fame  fleps 
become  equally  neceffary  when  no  opening  oc~ 
curs  externally.  An  incifion,  to  a  proper  depth, 
being  previoully  made  at  the  ordinary  fituation  of 
the  anus  into  this  artificial  opening,  the  finger 
is  to  be  introduced,  and  a  cutting  iiiitrument  con¬ 
veyed  by  it  to  the  bladder.  Whether  a  paffage, 
fo  formed,  between  the  bladder  and  rectum,  will 
ever  heal  up  or  not,  is  uncertain  ;  but,  in  fuch  a 
ftate  of  the  diforder  as  no  other  refourfe  can 
afford  any  chance  for  the  patient’s  recovery,  it 
ought  furely  alw.  ys  to  be  put  in  pradtice.  When 
the  original  paffage  between  the  bladder  and  rec¬ 
tum  can  be  difcovered  by  the  finger,  an  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  it  may  perhaps  be  preferable  to  any  o- 
ther;  but  when  that  cannot  be  done,  an  opening 
may  either  be  made  on  the  pofterior  part  of  the 
bladder,  by  a  biftoury  conducted  on  the  finger,  as 
already  directed  5  or  a  (faff  being  introduced  at  the 
urethra,  a  paffage  may  be  formed  for  the  fqeces 
in  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  by  an  incifion  of  nearly 
the  fame  parts  as  are  now  ufually  cut  in  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  lithotomy. 

A  cafe  of  this-fpecies  of  the  diforder  that  oc¬ 
curred  to  our  author,  is  here  circumfl antially  re¬ 
lated  \  and  he  regrets  much  his  not  having  had 
yecourfe  to  what,  he  is  now  convinced,  might 

probably 
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probably  have  faved  the  child,  viz.  fuch  an  open¬ 
ing  into  the  bladder  as  above  directed.  There 
was  no  external  opening  ;  but,  as  the  ufual  fitu- 
ation  of  the  anus  was  marked  out  by  a  remark¬ 
able  violet  colour,  it  was  not  doubted  that 
the  meconium  was  near  at  hand.  On  carrying 
the  incifion  very  deep,  however,  no  appearance 
of  the  inteftine  could  be  obferved  ;  and,  as  the 
propriety  of  making  an  opening  into  the  bladder 
did  not  at  the  time  occur  to  the  practitioners  con¬ 
cerned,  the  child  perifhed  evidently  by  the  excre¬ 
ments  being  too  long  retained  in  the  bladder. 

VI. 

Cafes  of  retroverted  Uterus ,  by  Dr  Garthfhore, 
Mr  Hooper,  and  Mr  Bird,  with  Remarks  on 
that  difeafe ,  by  Dr  Hunter.  Vid.  MU  dual  Ob - 

V 

Jervations  and  Inquiries  by  a  Society  of  thyfi- 

cians  in  London .  8vo.  London. 

» 

IN  the  volume  of  the  London  Medical  Ob- 
fervations  and  Inquiries,  lately  publifhed, 
are  inferted  no  lefs  than  five  cafes  of  retro¬ 
verted  uterus,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  three  or 
four  years,  had  occurred  to  three  pra&itioners  in 
midwifery  ;  one  to  Mr  TV.rd  fargeon  at  Chelraf- 
ford,  two  to  Mr  Jofeph  Hooper,  and  two  to  Doc¬ 
tor 


tor  Maxwell  Garfhore.  In  the  treatment  of  thefe 
feveral  cafes,  the  directions  laid  down  by  Dr 
Hunter  in  the  fourth  volume  of  thefe  obfervations, 
were,  with  very  little  alteration,  purfued  in  all  of 
them,  and,  by  the  affiftance  of  the  above  named 
gentlemen,  all  the  women  did  well.  The  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  uterus  being,  in  each,  accomplifhed 
with  more  or  lefs  difficulty,  according  as  the  dis¬ 
order  had  been  of  longer  or  fhorter  duration. 
Whether  or  not  any  particular  period  of  pregnan¬ 
cy  is  more  liable  than  others  to  this  diforder,  is 
perhaps  as  yet  uncertain  ;  it  may  however  be  re¬ 
marked,  that  all  the  five  women,  in  whom  the  cafes 
alluded  to  occurred,  were  either  in  the  third,  or 
between  the  third  and  fourth  months. 

Thefe  cafes  have  perhaps,  in  fome  meafure,* 
led  to  the  following  remarks  on  the  difeafe  in 

i  • 

queflion,  by  Dr  William  Hunter. 

.  •  * 

The  growing  bulk  of  the  uterus  in  the  fir  ft 
months  of  pregnancy,  before  it  rifes  above  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis,  has  a  natural  tendency  to  pro¬ 
duce  micturition,  dyfury,  and  fupprefiionof  urine. 
The  particular  form  and  flate  of  the  pelvis,  in 
many  inilances,  may  contribute  much  to  fuch 
complaints,  and  even  to  the  retroverfion  itfelf  in 
various  degrees.  The  Doctor  fays-  various  degree's , 
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as  he  is  convinced,  by  the  cafes  he  has  feen,  as 
well  as  by  the  nature  of  the  parts  concerned,  that, 
in  different  cafes  of  that  kind,  the  axis  of  the  u- 
terus  is  thrown  into  different  directions. 

That  pelvis  which  is  moft  capacious  below,  and 
narrowelt  above,  will  be  the  moft  difpofed  to 

\  •  1  1  \ 

fuch  diforders ;  and  our  author  imagines,  that 
very  corpulent  women  will  feldom  or  never  have 
the  complaint.  When  the  lower  part  of  the  pel¬ 
vis  is  very  capacious,  and  efpecially  when  there  is 
little  adeps  to  fill  it  up,  the  enlarged  uterus,  in 
the  fecond  and  third  months,  will  occupy  the 
lower  part  principally  of  the  pelvis  ;  it  will  prefs 
more  upon  the  meatus  urinae  than  upon  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  bladder,  and  thereby  dilpofe  the 
patient  more  to  dyfury  and  fuppreffion.  In  con- 
fequence  of  the  laff,  fhe  will  have  more  frequent 
calls  and  urgent  bearings  downwards. 

In  this  lfate,  the  complaint  will  take  a  very 
different  turn  in  different  cafes,  as  the  influence 
of  various  caufes,  fingly  or  in  co-operation,  may 
happen  to  direCt.  If  the  caufes  of  the  complaint 
exift  in  a  lefs  degree,  which  is  mod  commonly 
the  cafe,  efpecially  when  accompanied  with  favour¬ 
able  poftures  and  motions  of  me  body  ;  and  if 
the  patient  takes  pains  to  keep  the  bladder  tole¬ 
rably 
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tably  empty,  nature  will  recover  herfelf,  and  go' 
on  in  her  ufual  courfe. 

But,  when  the  contrary  happens,  the  uterus, 
increafing  daily,  will  at  length  be  fo  jammed  in 
the  pelvis,  as  to  bring  the  patient  into  a  very 
painful  and  hazardous  fituation.  Being  kept 
down  by  the  defended  bladder  which  rifes  over 
it,  and  urged  frequently  and  powerfully  down¬ 
wards  by  the  efforts  of  the  patient,  it  is  preffed 
againfi  the  parietes,  and  efpecialiy  the  lower  parts 
of  the  pelvis.  Where  thofe  parietes  are  bony, 
it  is  reilrained  to  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis ;  but, 
where  fiefhy  and  yielding,  it  fwells  outwards,  and 
forms  projedions,  which  fix  it  almofl  immoveably 
in  that  fituation.  In  this  diftreffing  ftate,  the  u- 
terus  may  be,  i.  Fully  retroverted  ;  or,  2.  Half 
retroverted  ;  or,  3.  So  far  in  its  natural  ftate, 
that  the  orifice  of  the  uterus  fhail  be  downwards. 

1*  One  of  the  mofi  ufual  caufes  of  the  full  re- 
troverfion,  we  may  fuppofe,  is  the  difienfion  of  the 
bladder,  which,  as  it  rifes  upwards  into  the  ab¬ 
domen,  where  it  has  room  to  expand,  naturally 
tends  to  drag  along  with  itfelf  the  cervix  uteri, 
and  the  adjacent  part  of  the  vagina,  to  which  it 

is  fixed  ;  thus  the  full  retroverfion  will  be  pro¬ 
duced. 


2.  But^ 
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2.  But,  when  there  is  a  coincidence  of  fuch 
caufes  as,  in  fome  degree,  obftrud  the  revolution 
of  the  uterus,  it  will  be  only  partially  or  half  re- 
troverted.  This  was  adually  the  fad,  in  one  of 
the  cafes,  communicated  to  the  fociety  by  Dr 
Garthfhore.  There  the  fundus  uteri  was  turned 
back  fo  far  only  as  to  bring  the  orifice  of  the  u- 
ter  us  clofe  to  the  infide  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
fymphyfis  of  the  ofla  pubis. 

*  •  r  r 

3.  And,  when  the  caufes  above  mentioned  o- 
perate  powerfully  in  keeping  the  uterus  heady, 
it  wnl  be  fo  little  retroverted,  that  the  orifice  ot 
the  uterus  will  be  pufhing  out  of  the  body  as  in 
a  common  procedentia.  This  was  aduaily  the 
cafe,  we  are  told,  in  a  woman  whom  the  Dodor 
attended  not  long  ago,  along  with  Mr  Combe. 
The  water  was  at  fir  ft  very  difficult  to  draw  off; 
but  the  patient  recovered,  and  did  very  well. 

With  refped  to  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe,' 
experience,  as  far  as  can  yet  be  judged,  has  only 
confirmed  what  was  at  firft  propofed  by  Dodor 
Hunter,  in  a  former  volume  ofthefe  obfervations. 
By  fome,  indeed,  it  has  been  faid,  that  the  retro¬ 
verted  uterus  would,  of  itfelf,  recover  its  natural 
fituation,  if,  by  the  conffant  and  proper  ufe  of 

V  qju  IV.  M  the 


i78  MEDICAL 

the  catheter,  the  bladder  were  but  kept  mode¬ 
rately  empty.  In  many,  perhaps  it  might  be  fo  j 
it  is  our  author’s  opinion,  however,  that,  when  it 
can  be  done  with  eafe,  (and,  in  moll  inftances, 
it  may),  it  would  be  better  to  put  an  end  at  once 
to  pain  and  danger,  by  replacing  the  uterus. 

Pra&itioners  know  both  how  painful  and  how 

/ 

dangerous  the  fituation  of  a  patient  is,  whofe 
urine  cannot  pafs  but  through  the  catheter.  Befides 
this,  it  is  fometimes  fo  very  difficult  to  infmuate 
the  catheter,  that  even  expert  operators  fail.  And3 
in  molt  of  thofe  cafes,  the  patient  is  liable 
to  be  without  help  at  the  proper  times,  and  to  be 
thereby  expofed  to  mifchief,  perhaps,  irrepare- 
able.  If,  in  a  ftiort  fpace  of  time,  two  women 
were  known  to  have  loft  their  lives  by  this  dif* 
order  in  London  hofpitals,  where  help  is  always 
at  hand,  muft  we  not  prefume  that  every  woman 
is  in  danger  who  has  a  retroverted  uterus  ?  And, 
when  we  can  eafily  at  once  remove  her  pain, 
and  put  her  into  a  ft  ate  of  fecurity,  can  it  be  ad- 
vifeable  to  be  palling  the  catheter  for  days  and 
weeks  together,  till  the  uterus  recovers  itfelf,  e- 
ven  if  we  could  be  fure  that  this  would  happen  ? 

VII. 
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The  Cafe  of  a  Hydrophobia ,  by  Dr  Fothergill,  F. 

R.  S.  Vide  London  Medical  Obfervat ions  and 

Inquiries ,  vol.  5th,  8vo,  London. 

rr  HE  Onnfkirk  medicine ,  which  has  been  fo 
-M.  long  famous  for  the  cure  ot  perfons  bit  by 
mad  dogs,  has  fo  generally,  in  this  country,  at 
lead,  acquired  fuch  a  character,  that  to  many, 
the  ftrongeft  and  mod  convincing  proofs  of  its 
inefficacy  mud  be  held  forth,  before  they  will  be 
prevented  from  placing  more  dependence  on 
it  than  there  is  now  too  much  reafon  to  fufpedt 
it  deferves.  i  he  following  cafe,  however,  feems  ' 
to  put  the  fallibility  of  the  medicine  beyond  all 
manner  of  doubt. 

DoCfor  Fothergill  not  having  feen  the  patient, 
in  whom  the  cafe  alluded  to  occurred,  till  feme 
days  after  the  diforder  had  begun  to  make  its  ap¬ 
pearance,  his  account  of  the  cafe  during  his  at¬ 
tendance,  is  preceded  by  a  date  of  what  had 
previoufly  happened,  while  the  patient  was  under 
\\}c  care  of  Mr  French,  his  apothecary. 

M  2  Mr 
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Mr  Charles  Bellamy  of  Holborn,  aged  forty 

years,  on  the  14th  of  February  1774,  was  bit  by 

*,  ‘  c  ■  ■ 

a  cat,  which  was  killed  the  fame  morning*  The 
day  after,  viz*  February  15th,  he  took  the  cele¬ 
brated  Qrmfkirk  medicine,  fold  by  Hill  and  Berry, 
in  Hill-ftreet  Berkely-fquare,  and  conformed  to 
the  directions  given  by  the  vender,  in  every  re- 
fpedto  A  fervant  maid,  who  was  bit  in  the  leg 
by  the  fame  cat,  immediately  before  her  mailer 

was  bitten,  likewife  todc  the  fame  remedy. 

\ 

About  the  middle  of  April  he  complained  of 
a  pain  in  his  right  knee,  which  he  fuppofed  was 
affedted  with  rheumatifm ;  he  had  felt  the 
like  pain,  at  times,  during  the  laft  two  years,  and 
had  procured  himfelf  eafe  by  pumping  cold  wa¬ 
ter  on  the  part.  On  the  7th  of  June,  his  com¬ 
plaint  increafing,  he  ddired  Mr  French  to 
attempt  fotnething  for  his  relief ;  and  accor¬ 
dingly  pills  were  fent  him,  compofed  of  calomel, 
ipecacuanha,  and  pill,  faponac.  Ofthefehewas 
to  take  dozes,  of  a  proper  llrength,  daily,  toge¬ 
ther  with  Huxham’s  tindture  of  bark,  and  buck- 

‘  _  -  .  J,  •  ....  '  .  4  .  •  •  .  •  .  ;  .  J  :  I  " 

bean  tea. 

Alter  having  taken  thefe  medicines  about  fix 
days,  he  difcovered  an  unufual  titulation  in  the 
urethra,  a  contradbion  of  the  fcrotum  and  penis, 

✓  to 


to  a  degree  of  pain,  and  an  emiffion  of  femen^ 
after  making  water,  to  which  he  had  frequent 
calls.  Alarmed  at  thefe  fymptoms,  which  he  at¬ 
tributed  to  his  medicines,  he  was  defired  to  dif- 
continue  them,  and  to  live  as  temperately,  in  e- 
Very  refped,  as  poffible. 

On  l  hurfday  the  16th  of  June,  he  fent  for  Mr 
French  in  the  morning,  when  he  complained 
much  of  having  had  a  reftlefs  night,  and  faid? 
that,  though  he  had  eat  fome  bread  and  butter, 
as  ufual,  for  breakfaft,  yet  he  found  he  could 
hot  fwailow  tea  without  difficulty  He  at¬ 
tempted  it  then*  by  throwing  a  little  into  his 
mouth  with  the  utmoit  agitation.  Recoiled. ng 
the  accident  of  the  bite,  and  apprehending  the 
mofl  ferious  confequences,  Mr  French,  without 
difcovering  his  apprehenfions  to  the  patient,  pro- 
pofed  that  a  phyfician  might  be  fent  for.  Dodor 
Fothergill  was  immediately  called  ;  and,  as  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  danger  then  appeared  evident,  a  confuta¬ 
tion  was  defired,  and  the  Dodor  accordingly 
met  with  Dodor  Watfon*  the  perfon  pitched  up¬ 
on,  on  the  evening  of  the  fame  day.  In  the 
mean  time,  fix  ounces  of  blood  were  ordered  to 
be  taken  from  the  arm,  a  bolus  of  native  cinna¬ 
bar,  and  half  a  fcruple  of  mufk,  to  be  taken  eve- 
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ry  four  hours,  and  as  much  fruit  and  other  non- 
rifhment  prefcribed,  as  the  patient  could  eafily 
get  down,  he,  by  that  time,  having  found  a  good 
deal  of  difficulty  in  fwallowing  any  thing  liquid. 

In  the  evening  his  countenance  was  pale,  and 
he  feemed  much  agitated  and  difirdled,  com¬ 
plained  of  extreme  third,  and  of  the  impoffibility 
of  fwallowing  any  liquid.  His  tongue  was  white, 
but  did  not  appear  dry.  He  was  perpetually  en¬ 
deavouring,  with  great  efforts,  to  bring  up  and 
difeharge  a  vifeid  tenacious  phlegm  which  lined 
the  fauces.  The  heat  of  his  body  was  moderate  ; 
but  his  pulfe  was  quick,  hard,  and  irregular  ;  and 
he  had  ftrong  palpitations  of  his  heart.  He  was 
perfectly  fenfible  \  and,  when  his  endeavours  to 
difeharge  the  vifeid  phlegm  would  allow  him  to 
fpeak,  gave  very  pertinent  anfwers.  He  had 
made  but  little  urine  fmee  morning ;  the  drag¬ 
ging,  as  he  called  it,  of  the  ferotum,  ftiil  conti¬ 
nued,  and  the  uneafy  fenfation  and  emiffion.  The 
blood  which  was  taken  in  the  morning,  had  fome 
flight  appearance  of  inflammation  ;  the  crafiamen- 
tum  was  firm,  with  flight  traces  of  fize.but  the  fe- 
rum  remarkably  yellow.  There  had  been  no  eva¬ 
cuation  by  ffool  fmee  morning  -7  and,  upon  the 
whole,  it  was  evident,  that,  in  that  time,  the  dif- 

order, 
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order  had  increafed.  On  maturely  confioering 
the  patient’s  hazardous  fituation,  the  following 
procefs  was  agreed  upon  :  A  clyfter  was  ordered, 
with  a  view  to  procure  a  ftool  or  two;  and  the  pa- 
tieht  afterwards  to  ufe  the  warm  bath,  for  fuch  a 
time,  and  of  fuch  a  degree  of  heat,  as  was  mod 
agreeable  to  himfelf.  At  his  return  from  the 

,  1  * 

bath,  frequent  clyfters  were  given,  of  a  pint  of 
milk  and  water  each  ;  and  in  the  lad  of  thefe  was 
to  be  exhibited  a  dram  of  Dover’s  powder. 
He  was  ordered  to  rub  two  drams  of  ftrong 
mercurial  unction  into  his  legs  and  thighs,  as 
foon  as  he  came  home  from  the  bath,  and  he  was 

.  .  jf  ' 

defired  to  get  down  all  the  fuftenance  he  could. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  it  was  found,  that 
the  laxative  clyfter  had  operated  properly.  The 
warm  bath  relieved  him  greatly  while  he  was  in 
it ;  fo  that,  for  a  time,  as  he  exprefied  it,  his  fuf- 
ferings  were  fufpended.  They  had  returned, 
however,  with  more  violence  in  the  night  ;  the 
clyfters  had  been  repeated  feveral  times,  and  the 
undtion  applied.  lie  had  palled  a  moft  reftlefs 
night,  totally  without  deep,  and  in  much  agita¬ 
tion,  not  being  able  to  lie  frill  a  moment.  His 
countenance  btfpoke  much  d if i refs,  though  ac¬ 
companied  with  endeavours  to  conceal  it ;  feme- 
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times  he  was  calm,  then  agitated,  talked  much^ 
but  fenfibly.  He  had  now  a  copious  flow  of  fa- 
liva  ;  his  tongue  white  and  moift,  but  foul.  His 
pulfe  very  quick,  fmall,  hard,  and  irregular ;  his 
hands  rather  cold  than  hot.  He  had  made  wa¬ 
ter  in  the  night  with  lefs  difficulty,  and  without 
its  ufual  confcquences.  The  dragging  pain,  or 
fpafmodic  affedlion  of  the  eremafter,  was  gone 
off.  In  general,  his  ftrength  and  faculties  feem- 
ed  lefs  impaired  than  might  have  been  expedted, 
where  fo  little  fuftenance  had  been  taken  in,  with 
conftant  reftleflhefs,  and  no  fleep. 

On  obferving,  therefore,  that  there  was  a  more 
copious  how  of  faliva,  the  tongue  more  moift,  the 
third  lefs,  the  fpafm  of  the  cremafter  gone,  yet 
that  his  difficulty  in  fwallowing  was  not  lefs,  ftiil 
no  deep,  but  his  head  ftiil  clear  $  that  his  pulfe  con- 
tinned  hard  and  quick ;  that  there  were  fome  appear¬ 
ances  of  an  inflammatory  denfity  the  preceeding 
day  j  that  he  had  found  relief  from  the  bath,  it  feem- 
ed  proper  to  continue  the  former  plan.  It  was  now 
ordered  that  the  patient  ftiould  be  blooded  (landing, 
according  as  his  ftrength  could  bear  it  :  That  he 
fhouid  remain  in  the  warm  bath,  for  as  long  a 
fpace  as  he  found  agreeable :  That  a  clyfter  of 
milk  and  water  ftiould  be  thrown  up  at  his  re¬ 
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turn  r  m  the  bath,  with  a  dram  of  Dover’s 
powders,  and  half  an  ounce  of  mercurial  unc¬ 
tion  rubbed  in  as  foon  thereafter  as  convenient. 
One  fcruple  of  extract.  thebaic,  was  ordered  to 
be  made  into  twenty  pills,  three  of  thefe  to  be 
given  when  he  came  out  of  the  bath,  and  two 
every  hour  till  he  feemcd  difpofed  to  fieep.  At 
five  next  morning  his  phyhcians  vifited  him  again, 
when  he  received  them  with  the  utmoft  tranf- 
port  and  joy  ;  defcribing,  in  very  ftrong  terms, 
the  pleafure  and  benefit  he  received  from  the 
warm  bath,  and  the  hopes  he  now  conceived  of 
a  fpeedy  recovery.  A  vail  quantity  of  vifcid 
phlegm  was  continually  flowing  into  his  mouth, 
which  he  was  as  conftantly  employed  in  diichar- 
ging  *,  for  it  feemed  to  have  the  fame  effects  on 
the  organs  of  degmtition,  as  if  he  attempted  to 
fwallow  any  other  liquor,  and  gave  him  extreme 
uneafinefs.  To  get  rid  of  this  defludfion,  the  mo¬ 
ment  he  felt  it  in  the  fauces,  he  exerted  a  fudden 
and  vehement  expiration,  as  if  it  were  with  a  de~ 
fign  to  blow  away  the  moifture  fo  offenhve  to 
him,  with  the  utmoft  force  and  expedition. 
This  occafioned  a  found,  which  did  not  feem 
very  remote  from  the  hollow  barking  of  a  dog. 
"When  he  was  not  employed  in  thefe  efforts,  he 
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was  talking  conftantly,  but  coherently.  His  eyes 
had  a  particular  keennefs,  and  all  his  motions 
were  quick  and  vehement ;  his  pulfe  was  alfo 
quick,  hard,  fometimes  trembling  and  irregu- 
lar.  His  hands  were  rather  cold  and  clammy  5 
but  the  general  heat  of  his  body  not  intemperate. 
On  inquiry,  it  was  found,  that  ail  the  nourifh- 
ment  he  had  taken,  confided  of  a  few  bits  of 
bread,  moiftened  with  wine,  a  little  pudding,  and 
two  or  three  pieces  of  China  orange,  which  plea« 
fed  him  much.  He  had  taken  none  of  the  pills. 

On  his  defiring  to  be  fhaved,  every  frefh  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  lather  to  his  face,  as  iikewife  of 
the  razor,  made  him  fail  back  with  furprife  5  and, 
in  fhort,  every  new  movement  about  him  gave 
him  fome  frefh  alarm,  fome  degree  of  agitation  and 
anxiety.  W hi  1ft  the  patient  was  in  the  bath,  the 
perfon  attending,  without  any  particular  inten¬ 
tion,  took  up  fome  of  the  water  in  his  hand,  and 
poured  it  on  the  patient’s  head  and  face  ;  this 
confufed  him  much  ;  and  he  afterwards  defcri- 
bedthe  diftrefs  it  gave  him  very  emphatically  ;  and 
added,  with  much  apparent  fatisfa&ion,  that  he 
had  fo  far  conquered  his  averfion  to  it,  that  he 
had  poured  water  on  himfelf,  with  his  own  hand, 
in  the  fame  manner.  In  fpeaking  of  this  af¬ 
fair 
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fair  he  mentioned  the"  term  Hydrophobia  ;  obfer- 
ving,  that  his  complaints  refembled  it ;  yet  with¬ 
out  giving  any  reafon  to  apprehend  he  had  the  lea  ft 
idea  of  his  actually  labouring  under  this  diftemper. 
He  had  not  flept  a  moment  from  the  time  he 
was  fiezed  with  the  dread  of  liquids.  He  re¬ 
peatedly  expreffed  the  fatisfaction  he  received 
from  the  bath,  and  wiffied  to  go  into  it  again. 
His  phyficians  confented,  and  defired  that  he 
might  be  carried  thither  again,  and  that  he  might 
flay  in  it  as  long  as  he  chofe. 

Every  new  operation  now  became  an  extreme 
difficulty  to  him ;  fuch  as  dreffing  and  undreffing  at 
the  bath,  and  going  into  the  water,  which  he  now 
did  with  much  entreaty,  puting  one  foot  in,  and 
haflily  withdrawing  it.  He  was  at  length  pre¬ 
vailed  to  go  into  it.  A  recollection  of  the  eafe  he 
had  enjoyed  in  it  before,  aided  by  a  manly  refo- 
lution  that  never  forfook  him,  fubdued  his  fears, 
and  he  remained  in  it  near  half  an  hour.  He  was 
brought  home  about  nine  o’clock.  He  refufed  to 
take  the  pills,  and  every  other  prescription.  He 
grew  fretful  and  re  ft  lei's  ;  foon  became  delirious, 
but  offered  no  violence.  After  remaining  in  this 
condition  about  two  hours,  the  powers  of  nature 
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funk;  he  reclined  his  head  gently  on  the  pillow* 
and  expired* 

Endeavours  were  ufed  to  obferve  the  condition 
of  the  part  that  was  bit,  when  he  was  areffing  at  * 
ter  bathing,  as  far  as  could  be  done  without  a-« 
larming  him ;  but  without  efieCh  After  death, 
it  was  examined  minutely,  but  without  percei¬ 
ving  the  lead  morbid  appearance.,  In  the  courfe 
of  attendance,  it  was  found  out,  that  the  fore  oe- 
can  arsed  by  the  bite  of  the  cat  foon  healed,  and 
the  patient  never  afterwards  thought  more  of  it* 
Perhaps  fortunately  for  the  girl  who  was  bit  at 
the  fame  time,  her  leg  did  not  heal  ;  it  grew 
worfe,  and  baffled  the  {kill  of  a  young  furgeon  to 
whom  fhe  applied.  It  is  fmce  known,  that  her  leg 
continued  long  fore,  as  likewife  that  fhe  was  per¬ 
fectly  well  on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  being  more 
than  two  months  after  the  death  of  her  reader. 

After  this  detail  of  the  patient’s  cafe,  Doctor 
Fothergill  concludes  this  paper  with  feveral  obfer- 
vations  on  the  treatment  of  perfons  bit  by  mad 
dogs ;  and,  in  an  after-part  of  the  fame  volume,  is 

t 

inferted  another  paper  by  Doctor  Fothergill,  con¬ 
taining  a  variety  of  remarks  on  the  fame  fubjeCt. 
His  obfervations  are,  that  thepraCtice  of  immtrfion 

in 
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in  fait  water,  as  a  prefervative  from  the  hydro¬ 
phobia,  was  begun  on  falfe  principles,  has  been  ' 
continued  through  cuftom,  and  has  now,  from 
many  inftances,  been  found  inefficient  :  That 
the  Ormfkirk  medicine  has  likewife  failed:  That 
mercurials  are  alfo,  as  prefervatives,  ineffectual ; 
That  neither  the  pulvis  antilyffus  of  our  very  e- 
minent  countryman,  nor  the  Tonquin  medicine, 
are  altogether  to  be  relied  on  as  certain  prophy¬ 
lactics.  Itfeems  therefore  neceifary,  the  DoCtor 
obferves,to  withdraw  the  public  confidence  as  much 
as  poffible  from  fuch  uncertainties,  and  to  urge  the 
trial  of  one,  which  if  ufed  fpeedily  and  effectually, 
promifes  much  fecurity,  and  is  ftronglv  recom¬ 
mended  by  long  and  extenfive  experience.  The 
practice  here  alluded  to,  and  recommended  by 
our  author,  is  that  of  keeping  the  wounds  occa- 
fioned  by  the  bite  of  mad  animals  open  as  long 
as  poffible.  'The  cafe  above  related  of  the  girl 
efcaping  who  was  bit  by  the  fame  animal,  and  at 
the  fame  time  with  another  perfon  who  died, 
tends  greatly  to  the  fupport  of  what  is  here  advi- 
fed  ;  the  only  material  difference  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  thefe  two  cafes,  having  been  the  fores  in 
the  girl’s  legs  having  been  kept  open  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  while  thofe  on  her  mailer’s  healed 
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very  foon.  Divers  other  cafes,  we  are  told, 
have  been  related  to  the  DoClor,  of  perfons  c- 
fcaping  the  fatal  confequences  of  this  bite,  by  the 
continued  running  of  the  fore  ;  it  ought  there¬ 
fore,  he  obferves,  to  be  the  firft  bufmefs  of  thofe 
who  have  the  care  of  fueh  perfons,  to  purfue  the 
directions  of  Celfus,  who  advifes  practitioners 
to  burn  the  part,  when  it  can  be  done  with 
fafety,  and  to  promote  a  difcharge  from  the 
wound  as  long  and  as  copioufly  as  poffible.  In 
timid  fubjects,  who  will  not  admit  of  the  ufe  of 
cither  the  aCtual  cautery  or  knife,  for  enlarging 
fuch  wounas,  DoCtor  Fothergiil  propofes  to  fill 
the  wounds  made  by  the  bite  with  gun-powder, 
which  being  fet  on  fire,  the  explofion  thereby 
occafioned,  may  not  only  be  of  fervice  by  en¬ 
larging  and  keeping  open  the  fores,  but 
may  likewife  be  a  means  of  actually  deftroy- 
ing  the  infectious  matter  communicated  by 
the  different  bites.  This,  we  are  told,  is  a  practice 
in  fome  of  the  warmer  countries  of  Europe, 
where  venomous  animals  are  more  frequent  than 
with  us5  and  where  the  method  here  recommend¬ 
ed  is  more  eafily  and  conveniently  had  recourfe  to, 
than  any  other,  by  huntfmen,  who  are  much  ex- 
pofedto  the  bites  of  fuch  creatures.  In  very  tender 
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fubjeds,  the  Dodor  obferves,  the  application  of  a 
blitter  to  the  part  might  probably  be  of  life  ;  and 
this  might  be  kept  open,  for  fuch  a  length  of 
time  as  the  fecunty  of  the  patient  might  iee in 
to  require. 


VIII. 


A  remarkable  Cafe  of  the  foftnefs  of  the  Bones ,  by 
Mr  Henry  Thompfon,  Surgeon  to  the  London 
Hof  pit  aL  Vide  Medical  Obfervations  and  In¬ 
quiries ,  by  a  Society  of  Fhyficians  in  London . 
Vol.  5th,  8vo,  London. 


^  EVERAL  inftances  are  now  upon  record,  of 
O  the  bones,  even  in  the  living  body,  having 
acquired  a  great  degree  of  foftnefs  ;  and  of  thefe, 
the  following  is,  perhaps,  none  of  the  lead:  re¬ 
markable. 


The  patient,  who  was  the  fubjed  of  the  cafe 
here  related  by  Mr  Thompfon,  was  a  fhoemaker 
in  W apping,  aged  thirty-three  years,  five  feet  fe- 
ven  inches  high.  He  enjoyed  good  health  till  the 
year  17 66,  when  he  was  feized  with  violent  pains  in 

his 
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his  knees  and  feet,  and  was  tormented  with  & 
head-ach,  which  came  on  at  irregular  periods. 
For  thefe  pains,  which  were  confidered  as  rheu¬ 
matic,  a  variety  of  remedies  were  had  recourfe 
to  without  any  effed. 

In  November  1768,  by  a  fall  in  his  fhop,  the 
patient  fancied  he  had  fprained  his  knee ;  this  in¬ 
jury  confined  him  to  bed  about  a  week,  and  he 

;  \  ■  '  1  » 

was  afterwards  unable  to  walk  without  the  fup- 
port,  both  of  a  perfoiTs  arm  and  a  crutch-flick. 
On  the  2 1  ft  of  December  following,  on  endea¬ 
vouring  to  go  up  flairs  to  bed,  he  ftruck  the  toe 
of  his  right  foot  upon  the  edge  of  a  ftep,  and  in- 
ftantly  cried  out  that  his  thigh  was  broke.  The 
following  day  Mr  Thompfon,  on  examination, 
found  a  fradure  of  the  thigh-bone,  near  its  up- 

j 

per  extremity.  The  redudion  was  effeded  with 
very  little  extenfion  ;  but  the  pain,  which  be- ore 
was  confiderable,  was  not  thereby  fo  much  dimi-. 
nifhed  as  might  have  been  expeded.  About  the 
end  of  five  weeks  from  the  time  the  bone  had 
been  replaced,  the  apparatus  made  ufe  of  for  its 
retention  was  all  taken  off,  with  a  view  to  ob- 
ferve  how  far  the  union  had  taken  place.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  examination,  Mr  Thompfon  was 
furprifed  to  find  the  thigh-bone  yield  and  fall  in, 
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about  a  hand-breadth  above  the  knee,  fimilar  to 
what  occurs  in  a  fra&ure,  excepting,  that  in  this 
cafe,  there  was  no  fenfation  of  grating,  as  is  ufual, 
when  the  broken  bone  is  of  a  folid  texture.  No 
violence  whatever  had  been  ufed,  the  leg  having 
been  merely  lifted  by  one  hand  put  below  the 
ham,  while  another  embraced  it  a  little  above  the 
ancle.  The  operator,  however,  was  hill  more 
aftonifhed,  on  turning  to  the  a  hi  ft  ant  who  held 
the  leg,  when  he  obferved  a  fimilar  fepa ration  of 
the  tibia  and  jibula  had  taken  place,  about  a 
hand -breadth  below  the  tuberofity  in  the  os  fe- 
moris.  Both  thefe  reparations  were  unaccompa- 
nied  with  any  remarkable  figns  of  additional  pain 
to  the  patient. 

Upon  examining  the  patient,  with  a  view  to 
the  difeovery  of  the  caufe  of  fuch  a  miferable  date 
as  he  was  now  in,  he  acknowledged  his  having 
laboured  under  the  venereal  difeafe  for  upwards 
of  eight  years ;  that  he  had  fcorbutic  blotches  up¬ 
on  him  forfome  years,  and  that  he  even  then  had 
a  gleet.  Mr  Thompfon,  from  the  appearance  of 
the  eruptions,  being  convinced  of  their  being  ve¬ 
nereal,  put  the  patient  immediately  under  a  mer¬ 
curial  courfe,  ordering  a  dram  of  ftrong  unc¬ 
tion  to  be  rubbed  in  every  night, 
j  Vol.  IV.  N 
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On  examining  the  Mure  occafioned  in  the  leg, 

’  '  "  '  :  '  A  ' 

a  regular  tranfverfe  cleft  was  perceived  in  the  ti¬ 
bia,  without  any  appearance,  however,  either  of 
ecchymofis  or  tumefa&ion.  And  as,  on  tracing 
the  furface  of  the  tibia  below  the  fiffure,  a  re¬ 
markable  foftnefs  and  yielding  of  the  bone  was 
difcovered,  iimilar  to  a  fluid  being  contained  in  it, 
Mr  Thompfon,  in  order  to  difcover  the  caufe  of 
fo  uncommon  a  feel,  made  two  incifions  parallel 
to  one  another,  and  about  five  inches  in  length, 

through  the  fkin,  along  the  fpine  of  the  tibia,  and 

* 

then  removed  the  intermediate  portion  of  the  te- 
guments,  clear  from  the  periofteum,  which  was 
very  thin.  Finding  that  the  external  part  of  the 
bone  was  very  pliant  and  yielding,  the  fcalpel  was 

palled  through  it,  and  the  denuded  part  all  re- 

\  4 

moved  with  the  greateft  eafe,  its  texture  being 
only  about  the  folidity  and  thicknefs  of  the  rind 
of  cheefe.  This  being  done,  a  dufky  red,  or  li¬ 
ver-coloured  flcih,  was  found  occupying  the  whole 
internal  part  of  the  bone,  devoid  of  fenfibility, 
and  from  which  the  ofTeous  covering  had  been 
removed  without  the  lead  haemorrhage  ;  in  fhort, 
it  appeared  an  unorganized  mafs,  fimilar  to  the 
Pefh-iike  fub fiance  or  coaguium  which  may  be 

formed 
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formed  upon  a  flick  or  feather,  by  flirring  frefh 
drawn  blood  in  a  bafon. 

By  the  mercury  being  continued  a  proper  time, 
the  pains  in  his  limbs  were  alleviated  ;  the  wound 
in  the  leg  healed  kindly ;  the  erruption  on  the 
fkin  gradually  difappeared  ;  and,  upon  the  whole, 
his  health  feemed  much  amended.  The  mollifies 
odium,  however,  (till  continued  to  gain  ground, 
the  left  tibia  becoming  foft  in  the  fame  manner 
the  right  had  formerly  done  ;  that  leg  and  thigh, 
of  courfe,  loft  its  itraightnefs,  and  became  deform¬ 
ed,  as  the  other  had  done  before.  In  proportion 
as  this  contradhon  and  deformity  took  place,  the 
patient  gradually  loft  all  fenfe  of  mufcular  adtion  ; 
but,  when  it  became  neceffary  to  fmooth  the  fheet 
under  him,  he  was  very  fenfible  of  pain,  upon 
lifting  up  and  laying  down  the  limbs.  His  an- 

t  ^ 

petite  remained  good  the  whole  time  of  his  con¬ 
finement,  till  within  three  week  of  his  death.  As 
he  was  fometimes  cofiive,  laxatives  were  necef¬ 
fary.  His  urine,  tor  the  fir  ft  two  years,  generally 
depofited  a  whitifh  fedeinent,  which,  upon  eva¬ 
poration,  became  dike  mortar  ;  and  he  voided 
three  or  four  fmall  jagged  ftones,  fome  time  af¬ 
ter  a  complaint  in  his  loins.  He  was  at  iaft  car¬ 
ried  off  by  a  lientery  on  the  i  8th  of  February 

N  2  1775, 
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1775,  after  a  confinement  to  bed  of  above  fix 
years. 

Doctor  Hunter  a 'Hided  at  opening  the  body  ; 
The  ribs  and  Hern  uni  were  found  to  have  lofl  ah 


their  foiidity,  being  eaiily  cut  through  with  a 
common  fcalpeh  The  cartilages  of  the  ribs  were 
unaltered  ;  the  contents  of  the  thorax  and  abdo- 

<t  * 

men  appeared  in  a  healthy  date,  and  were  no 
otherwife  affeCfced  than  byfituation,  owing  to  the 
deformity  of  what  originally  formed  the  bony 
fupports  of  the  thorax,  the  fpine,  and  pelvis. 
The  gall-bladder,  however,  was  deftitute  of  bile, 
greatly  contracted,  and  contained  a  confiderable 
number  of  very  fin  all  black  jagged  (tones,  refem- 
bling  coal  dud.  The  date  of  every  bone  in  the 
body  was  afterwards  looked  into  ;  and  the  refult 
was,  that  the  knife  could  eafdy  be  patted  through 
thofe  of  the  cranium,  fternum,  ribs,  vertebrae, 

'  ’  *  ■  3r~  ••  4 

pelvis,  and  all  the  cylindrical  bones  which  formed 


the  extremities  ;  and  the  phalanges  of  the  fingers 
were  even  fo  much  altered,  that  they  were  ca- 
pable  of  being  flit  through  longitudinally.  All 
thefe  originally  bony  parts  confided  of  a  mere 
cortical  or  outride  offeous  covering,  of  the  thick - 
nefs  of  rind  of  cheefe,  and  of  an  infide  flefh-co- 
loured  mafs.  The  cartilaginous  coverings  of  the 

epiphyfes 
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cpiphyfes  of  the  bones  of  the  extremities  appear¬ 
ed  to  have  loft  much  of  their  original  thicknefs. 
In  many  parts  of  the  epijphyfes,  it  appeared  as  if 
this  cartilaginous  covering  was  in  a  manner  an¬ 
nihilated,  whilft,  in  other  parts3  it  appeared  pro¬ 
minent  and  full  of  bumps.  The  epiphyfes  were 
equally  compreftible  and  fpringy  to  the  touch  as 
the  diaphyfes  of  the  fame  bbnes  ;  and,  although 
there  was  an  apparent  diminution  of  cartilaginous 
covering,  yet  it  by  no  means  appeared  to  be  ab¬ 
raded,  fince  what  remained  preferved  its  pearly 
colour  and  fmooth  poiilh ;  and  it  is  remarkable, 
that  though  the  joints  of  the  lower  extremities 
in  particular,  had  been  deftitute  of  motion  above 
fix  years,  the  fynovia  was  perfectly  good,  and  in 
great  quantity.  It  may  farther  be  added,  that 
the  mufcular  parts,  in  general,  but  more  particu¬ 
larly  of  the  lower  extremities,  were  exceedingly 
pale,  having  loft  the  appearance  of  flefti ;  and,  it 
would  fcarcely  have  been  poflible  to  nave  traced 
them  by  diffe&ion,  from  their  contortion  and  ad- 
hefion  to  each  other. 
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An  Account  of  an  Afthma  from  an  uncommon  Caufe , 
by  Dr ;  Rufh  of  Philadelphia .  Vid.  Medical 

Objervations  and  Inquiries ,  Voh  V.  8vo, 
London, 

i  1 . 

f  N  the  month  of  July  1771,3  gentleman,  new- 
J.  ly  recovered  from  a  fever,  was  fuddenly  fei- 
zed  with  a  hiccough  after  drinking  a  glafs  of 
claret.  This  troublefome  fymptom,  after  eight 
or  ten  days  continuance,  at  laft  gave  way  to  fome 
antifpafmodic  medicines  ;  and  no  complaint  now 
remained,  farther  than  a  flight  hoarfenefs,  toge¬ 
ther  with  fame  little  defiuxion  on  the  trachea. 
To  remove  thefe,  as  they  were  fuppofed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  a  want  of  tone,  gentle  exercife,  with  a 
free  diet,  was  prefcribed,  but  to  no  purpofe  ^ 
the  hoarfenefs  flill  continued,  and  at  times  was 
complicated  with  a  little  difficulty  in  breathing. 
A  blifter,  applied  round  his  neck,  relieved  him 
greatly  ;  and,  a  day  or  two  thereafter,  a  gentle 
puke  carried  off  the  difficulty  of  breathing  en¬ 
tirely.  This  interval,  however,  was  but  of  fliort 
duration.  The  night  but  one  after  taking  the 

voinity 
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Vomit,  he  waked  fudcieniy  out  of  his  fleep  about 
eleven  o’clock  with  a  violent  aithma.  io  relieve 
this,  he  got  a  gram  or  two  of  tartar  emetic,  with 
forty  drops  of  laudanum,  which  puked  him  twice, 
and  afterwards  eafed  him  fo  much,  that  he  fiept 
the  remaining  part  of  the  night  tolerably  welh 
The  following  night,  at  eleven  o’clock,  he  had 
another  attack  funiiar  to  the  former,  and  was  a- 
gain  relieved  by  the  fame  medicines.  After  this, 
he  never  enjoyed  a  complete  intermiffion  of  this 
diforder.  He  had  a  conftant  orthopnoea,  and 
breathed  fo  loud  as  to  be  heard  at  a  coniiderable 
diftance.  His  abdomen  was  drawn  more  inwards 
than  is  natural,  at  each  infpiration ;  but  the 
mufcles  that  move  the  fcapuia  were  never  ob- 
ferved  in  action.  He  frequently  threw  his  head 
back  to  get  breath,  and  then  always  made  a  deep 
infpiration.  His  lungs  feemed  free  from  any 
complaint  :  He  felt  no  pain  in  his  bread  ;  and, 
when  a  little  relieved  from  the  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing,  could  lie  with  equal  eafe  on  either  fide.  His  bel¬ 
ly  was  natural  ;  his  urine  in  final)  quantity  ;  and 
his  pulfe  quick,  though  regular,  till  within  four 
days  or  fo  of  his  death,  at  which  time  it  inter¬ 
mitted  after  every  fourth  or  fifth  flroke.  His 
eyes  were  dull  and  watery  *,  and  he  frequently 
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complained  of  a  dizzinefs,  but  never  of  the  leaft 
pain  in  his  head,  or  of  any  defect  in  vifion.  He 
coughed  much  towards  the  clofe  of  the  diforder, 
and  difcharged  a  large  quantity  of  vifcid  puru¬ 
lent  matter,  without  any  relief  however  to  his 
complaints. 

He  frequently  put  his  hand  to  his  throat,  and 
fometimes  felt  a  pricking  pain  below  the  cricoid 
cartilage,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  trachea  ;  and  as, 
on  inquiring,  he  acknowledged  his  having  at 
times  felt  a  flight  difficulty  in  fwallowing,  thefe 
fymptoms,  we  are  told,  determined  Dodor  Rufh 
as  to  the  caufe  and  feat  of  the  diforder  :  For,  ha¬ 
ving  lately  perufed  Morgagni  de  caufis  et  fedibus 
morbontm ,  he  found,  in  letter  xv.  articles  1 3th 
and  15th,  two  cafes  which  refembled  this  in  fo 
many  particulars,  that  he  was  under  no  hefitation 
in  declaring  the  difeafe  to  arife  from  feme  kind 
of  tumour  compreffing  the  windpipe.  Difcutient 
applications  were  ordered  to  the  throat  \  and  the 
cafe  being  now  confidered  as  alarming,  other  two 
phyficians  were  called  in,  who  both  agreed  as  to 
what  had  been  fufpeded  for  the  feat  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe.  There  was  no  fwelling  or  appearance  out¬ 
wardly,  to  direct  either  to  the  feat,  depth,  or  na¬ 
ture  of  the  tumor  which  compreffed  the  windpipe 5 

but 
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but  Lme  blood  was  ordered  to  be  drawn  by 
means  of  a  cupping-glafs,  as  near  as  poffible  to 
the  part  where  he  had  felt  the  pricking  pain,  A 
blifter  was  applied  round  the  throat,  and  another 
foon  after  below  the  left  ear.  He  got  fome  do- 
fes  of  calomel.  Baths  and  cordials  were  freely 
adminiftered,  together  with  difcutient  gargles ; 
but  all  to  no  purpofe.  The  patient  died  on  the 
thirteenth  day  from  the  attack  of  the  afthma. 
On  opening  the  thorax  after  death,  the  lungs 
were  found  inflated  with  air,  but  in  no  refpedfc 
either  difeafed,  or  adhering  to  the  pleura;  and 

there  was  no  water  in  the  cavity  of  the  thorax, 

(•  e 

and  not  above  an  ounce  and  half  in  the  pericar¬ 
dium. 

On  diffeding  the  windpipe  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  parts,  a  tumour,  about  the  nze  of  an  Eng- 
lifh  walnut,  was  obferved  on  the  left  fide,  near  an 
inch  below  the  cricoid  cartilage,  feated  partly  on 
the  trachea,  and  partly  on  the  oefophagus.  On 
cutting  into  this  tumour,  which  was  ofafubflance 
between  flefh  and  cartilage,  about  a  tea  fpoonful 
of  dark-coloured  matter  burfl:  out,  which  had  a 
mod  foetid  fmelh  The  matter  laid  upon  the  tra¬ 
chea  itfelf,  and  was  lodged  in  a  finus  which  ex¬ 
tended  near  two  inches  above  the  feat  of  the  tu- 


tumour. 
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tumour.  It  was  evident  that  the  tumour  had  been 
the  caufe  of  the  patient’s  death ;  but  it  was  like- 
wife  obvious,  that  no  operation  could  have  been 
put  in  pradice  for  his  relief :  For,  to  fay  nothing 
of  the  uncertainty  of  the  fituation  of  the  fwelling, 
there  would  have  been  a  rifk  of  wounding  the 
carotid  artery,  which  lay  contiguous  to  it.  Even 
bronchotomy  itfelf,  if  performed  above,  the  tu¬ 
mour,  would  have  afforded  no  relief ;  and,  if  be¬ 
low  it,  would  only  have  prolonged  the  patient’s 
mifery. 

■5  tr  ’  t 

Dr  Rufh  concludes  this  paper  by  obferving, 
that  the  fymptoms,  wrhich  occurred  in  this  pa¬ 
tient’s  diforder,  fhould  lead  us  to  inquire  into  the 
ftate  of  the  trachea  more  frequently  in  a  hoarfe- 
nefs.  And  although,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  the 
tumour  lay  beyond  the  reach  of  medicine  and  the 
knife,  yet  fuch  fwellings  may  occur  in  pradice 
as  will  yield  to  one,  or  to  both  of  them  ;  and,  if 
they  fhould  not,  the  phyfician  may  at  lead  fave 
his  credit,  by  pronouncing  the  diforder  to  be 
incurable. 
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I. 


The  Hiflory  of  a  cafe  of  the  Morbus  Niger ,  with 


fome  Remarks  on  the  eff'eds  of  Camphor . 


Dr  Henry  Marcard,  Phyfician  at  Hannover. 


Woman  o f  a  very  deformed  crooked  fhape. 


JljL  about  48  years  of  age,  had  complained, 
many  years  ago,  of  very  fevere  pains  about  her 
ftomach,  attacking  by  intervals,  and  commonly 
accompanied  with  belching,  and  a  reje&ion  of  the 
food,  or,  if  fhe  had  taken  none,  of  an  infipid 
lymph.  The  diiorder  was  allowed  to  be  of  the 
hylleric  kind,  and  treated  as  fuch,  there  being  no 
apparent  reaion  to  impute  it  to  any  other  caufe. 


On 


1 


204 


MEDICAL 


On  the  1 6th  of  February  1773,  when  I  was 
called  for,  l  was  told  that  (he  was  then  attacked 
with  thofe  pains,  to  a  degree  never  before  expe¬ 
rienced  ;  that  (he  had  vomited  up  fome  black 
fluff  like  coagulated  blood.  I  found  no  fever; 

{he  had  great  naufea  ;  her  tongue  was  not  at  all 

> 

furred  ;  {lie  had  mo  ft  excrutiating  pains  in  the 
hypogaftric  region,  and  was  much  affeded  with 
anxiety. 

I  {hould  have  given  her  a  vomit ;  but  durft  not 
venture  upon  it,  from  the  apprehenfion  that  the 
rejedion  of  the  black  matter  might  be  a  fort  of 
vomitus  cruentus,  as  it  afterwards  proved  not  to 
be ;  and  befides,  as  it  would  have  been  againft 
the  common  rule,  Gibbofis  nulla  funt  exhibenda 
vomitoria  ;  which,  by  the  bye,  is  a  principle,  I 
think,  far  too  generally  pronounced  ;  and  there 
is  no  doubt  this  very  woman  might  have  taken 
a  vomit  with  great  fafety,  as  {he  brought  forth, 
notwithftanding  her  irregular  fhape,  and  even  the 
apparent  deformity  of  her  pelvis,  fix  healthy  chib 
dren,  then  ail  alive. 

Thinking,  however,  fome  evacuation  proper, 
I  ordered  fomething  to  open  the  body,  and  the 
emplaftrum  ae  hyefeiamo  to  be  laid  over  her  bel- 
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ly*  The  following  day  fhe  was  remarkably  bet¬ 
ter,  and  continued  fo  all  the  1 8th. 

On  the  19th,  at  once,  arofe  a  fevere  fever;  the 
pains  in  the  region  of  the  ftomach  became  intole¬ 
rable;  fhe  was  conftantly  vomiting,  without  bring¬ 
ing  up  any  thing  particular,  and  "had  no  ftools. 

I  ordered  ten  ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  away; 
frequent  clyfters,  compofed  of  emollient  and  fait, 
to  be  given;  a  bladder  with  warm  water  to  belaid 
upon  her  ftomach,  and  a  mixture  of  lemon  juice 

and  fal  abfiynthii  to  be  taken  feveral  times  du¬ 
ring  the  effervefcence.  Towards  night  I  found 
the  heat  abated;  fhe  vomited  only  by  intervals  of 
an  hour,  and  the  clyfters  brought  away,  now  and 
then,  fomewhat  more  of  the  coagulated  blood, 
as  the  friends  of  the  patient  ftiled  jt,  which  they 
had  omitted  to  keep  for  my  examination. 

On  the  2 1  ft ,  in  the  afternoon,  I  wras  told  that 
the  patient  was  in  a  dying  condition,  the  pains 
being  augmented  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  produce 
convulfions  and  a  cold  fweat. 

I  own  I  wras  now  quite  at  a  lofs  what  to  do, 
being  entirely  ignorant  from  what  caufe  thefe 
heavy  fymptoms  could  rife.  And  though  I  fufpe di¬ 
ed  the  black  fluff  might  be  the  origin,  yet  I 
knew  fo  little  about  its  nature,  that  even  that 

could 
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could  give  me  no  directions  at  all.  I  refolved 
laft  to  prefcribe  three  grains  of  camphor  every 
four  hours,  in  an  emulfion,  with  fome  nitre,  and  a 
good  deal  of  fyrup  of  white  popies,and  to  order  a 
large  blitter  upon  the  part  affeCted.  On  the 
fame  night,  about  eight  o’clock,  I  was  called  a- 
gain,  and  was  told  that  the  patient,  not  long  af¬ 
ter  having  taken  the  emulfion,  began  to  vomit  in 

a  moft  fhocking  manner  $  and  that  the  people  a- 

/ 

bout  her  really  believed  fhe  puked  moft  part 
of  her  guts  away,  fuch  ftrange  matters  as  they 
thought  were  to  be  obferved  in  what  fhe  threw 
up.  Before  my  arrival,  the  vomiting  had  ceafed  ; 
but  a  large  quantity,  it  leaft  fixteen  ounces,  of  the 
black  fluff  was  collected  for  my  examination. 
Upon  inquiry,  I  found  it  to  be  a  matter  fome- 
what  like  poultice,  but  lefs  adherent ;  it  was  quite 
black,  neither  inclining  to  the  red  nor  to  the 
yellow,  being  neither  blood  nor  gall.  I  put  a  lit¬ 
tle  of  it  upon  white  paper ;  and,  after  it  was  rub¬ 
bed  upon  the  paper,  it  went  clear  oft  from  the  fheet 
without  colouring  it,  or  leaving  any  mark  behind 
beftdes  moifture.  The  patient  faid,  that  it  had  no 
particular  tafte.  I  have  never  feen  any  matter 
more  refembling  this,  than  the  contents  of  a  tu¬ 
mor  cyflicus ,  an  atheroma ,  which  I  found  once  in 
•  the 
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the  dead  body  of  an  old  man,  juft  under  the 
fpleen. 

The  patient  was  much  relieved  by  this  evacu- 

« 

lion,  though  fhe  became  extremely  weak  ;  {he 
recovered  very  fiowly,  but  did  never  vomit  again. 
As  often  as  fhe  complained  of  naufea  and  pains, 
I  ordered  her  purgatives  and  clyfters,  and  heard 
that  they  frequently  brought  off  fo  me  what  more 
of  the  black  matter,  with  apparent  relief.  She 
fell  afterwards  into  a  flight  tever,  and  fome  other 
little  complaints,  of  which  it  is  unneceffary  to 
give  any  particular  account ;  but,  after  two 
months  from  the  beginning  of  her  illnefs,  fhe 
was  intirelv  recovered,  and  had  never  again  an 
attack  of  her  old  complaint,  the  pains. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  determine  whether  this 
fluff  came  from  the  fpleen,  by  means  of  the  vafa 
hr  evict ,  or  whether,  perhaps,  a  tumor  cyfticus  near 
the  ftomach  furnifhed  the  matter.  This  cafe  may 
probably  fall  under  that  fpecies  morbi  nigri  Hip - 
pocratis ,  whereof  he  fays .  Aeger  vigium  vomit  re- 
luti  foecem  ;  but  is  not  to  be  determined,  as  he 
gives  no  further  defcription  of  that  fpecies. 

I  fh all  forbear  mentioning  any  authors  who 
have  feen  fimilar  cafes  that  proved,  I  find,  com¬ 
monly  fatal.  One  obfervation,  however,  I  cannot 
help  adding,  concerning  the  effe&  of  camphor 


in 
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in  the  prefent  cafe.  All  the  vires  vitae  feemed  to 
have  undergone  a  very  hard  ftruggle  by  the  time 
that  I  refolved  to  try  the  effect  of  camphor, 
and,  foon  after  it  was  taken,  all  was  brought  a- 
bout. 

Not  long  ago,  I  have  feen  an  effedt  of  camphor 
pretty  much  refemblmg  this  one.  A  woman  was 
taken  ill  of  a  pleurify  of  the  bilious  kind. 
After  about  feven  days,  the  pleuritic  fymptoms 
difappeared,  and  the  remaining  diforder  was,  as 
far  as  I  could  guefs,  merely  bilious.  Befides  a- 
cids,  I  ordered  frequent  purgatives,  and  gave 
them  as  ftrong  as  I  durff  venture  upon.  They 
had  always  the  defired  effedt,  caufing  fome  (tools 
every  day  ;  but  there  was  no  change  to  the  better  ; 

(lie  rather  became  weaker  and  weaker.  I,  how- 

'  ~  \ 

ever,  continued  for  fome  days  in  the  fame  way. 
On  the  15th  day  of  her  illnefs,  I  found  the  pa¬ 
tient  very  low ;  (lie  could  not  well  fit  in  her  bed ; 
her  pulfe  was  hardly  to  be  felt ;  though  (he  was 
not  light  headed,  (he  could  neither  think  nor 
ijpeak  without  great  difficulty. 

I  thought  it  now  neceffary  to  try  another  way, 
and  gave  her  four  grains  of  camphor,  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  in  four  pills,  every  third  hour ;  and  befides, 

ordered 
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ordered  fome  wine.  Upon  my  calling  again  at 
night,  the  hufband  of  the  patient  told  me  that 
thefe  few  pills  had  proved  very  efficacious  ;  and, 
upon  inquiry,  I  was  not  a  little  furprifed  to  find, 
that,  after  the  ftrff  dofe,  the  patient  had  fix  (tools 
of  green  vifcous  {linking  excrements  ;  and  that, 
after  the  fecond  dofe,  there  followed  three  more  ; 
after  which  hie  found  herfelf  a  little  better.  From 
that  time  fhe  began  to  mend  ;  (lie  recovered  af¬ 
terwards,  but  extremely  flowly. 

As  camphor  has  neither  faculties  to  effedt  vo¬ 
miting  nor  purging,  it  is  fomewhat  difficult  to 

difcover  what  caufe  the  effedls  could  be  derived 
from,  which  it  exerted  in  thefe  two  cafes.  Nor 

fhall  I  prefume  to  determine  whether  it  adted 
thus,  by  adding  to  the  ftimulus  of  the  morbid 
matter,  or  by  adding  to  the  irritability  of  the  parts, 

or  rather  by  fupporting  the  vires  tctius  corporis  : 
Be  that  as  it  may,  this  conclufion  feems  very  ob¬ 
vious,  that  camphor  might  prove  many  times  an 
excellent  remedy  when  the  patient  grows  weak, 
whilfl  nature  intends  a  lalutary  evacuation ; 
though  certainly  the  ededts  can  never  be  fo  evi¬ 
dent  wrhen  the  evacuation  is  to  come  from  other 
excretory  organs  than  the  primae  viae  •  when  the 
Vol.  1 V.  O  morbid 
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morbid  matter  is  to  be  eliminated  by  infenfible 
perfpiration,  by  urine,  fweat,  or  eruptions. 


IL 

Cafe  of  the  Funciure  of  a  Nerve  in  F hleboiomy ,  com¬ 
municated  to  Dr  .Andrew  Duncan,  Fhyfician 
in  Edinburgh.  By  Mr  John  S  her  wen,  Surgeon  3 
Ende  d,  Middlefex. 

O w ever  eafy  and  trifling  the  operation  of 
5.  bleeding  appears,  yet  it  is  well  known  to 
be  often  fucceedtd  by  the  moft  ferious  and  alarm¬ 
ing  confcquences ;  and  fome  of  thefe,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  as  often  happen  under  the  hands  of  the 
moft  fkiiful  as  of  the  mod;  ignorant  and  illiterate 
operator.  Hitherto,  when  no  particular  bad  ha¬ 
bit  could  account  for  it,  the  inflamed  and  painful 
fymptoms  which  follow  bleeding,  have  been  pretty 
generally  aferibed  to  the  puncture  of  a  tendon 
or  fubcutaneous  nerve  ;  but,  lately,  Mr  John 
blunter,  whofe  fkill  in  his  profeflicn  is  juftiy  ce¬ 
lebrated,  has  advanced  a  contrary  dodl-rine.  He 
rejects  the  commonly  received  opinions,  and  fup- 
pofes,  that  an  inflammation  attacks  the  cavity  of 
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the  vein  in  confequence  of  its  having  been  expo- 
fed  to  the  external  air,  which  is  well  known  to 
all  experienced  praditioners,  to  be  injurious  to 
other  cavities  when  expofed  to  its  influence  ;  and 
which,  no  doubt,  as  Mr  Hunter  obferves,  may 
fometimes  be  the  confequence  of  bleeding.  But 
I  am  very  far  from  thinking,  with  him,  that,  moft 
commonly,  the  inflamed  or  painful  fymptoms  pro¬ 
ceed  from  this  caufe,  or  that  the  nerves  which 
are  liable  to  be  wounded  in  venefedion,  are  fmall 
and  unimportant :  Small  indeed  they  may  be,  but 
as  to  their  being  unimportant,  that  does  not  fo 
readily  follow  ;  for  every  perfon  who  has  paid 
proper  attention  to  the  phaenomena  which  belong 
to  the  nervous  fyftem  muff  know,  that  the  fmall- 
eff  fibre  of  a  nerve  when  injured,  under  certain 

t 

circumflances,  will  communicate  irritation  from 
one  branch  to  another,  ip.  a  moft  extraordinary 
manner. 

I  believe  the  painful  fymptoms  much  oftener 

arife  from  the  partial  divifion  of  a  nerve  than  from 

any  other  caufe  ;  and  1  think  it  a  circumftance 

of  confequence  in  pradice,  to  be  convinced  of  this 

matter;  which  will  appear  from  the  following- 

cafe  which. lately  fell  under  my  care,  and  which 

* 

demonftrates  that  fometimes,  at  leaf!,  if  not  much 

O  2  oftener 
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oftener  than  Mr  Hunter  fuppofes,  the  puncture 
of  a  nerve  in  phlebotomy  may  he  attended  with 
the  mod  dangerous  and  alarming  fymptoms. 

Sufan - -  a  maid-fervant,  in  the  family  or 

W,  Bridgen,  Efq;  a  young  woman  of  a  plethoric 
habit  of  body,  was  blooded,  to  the  amount  of 
twelve  ounces,  on  the  14th  of  laft  April,  for  a 
little  heavinefs  in  her  head  ;  (lie  was,  in  other  re- 
fpe&s,  in  good  health.  The  vein  bled  freely, 
without  any  particular  drcumftanee  being  noticed, 
except  a  fmarting  of  the  orifice. 

April  15.  This  day  the  patient  took  a  dofe  of 
phyfic,  for  the  fame  caufe  for  which  fhe  had  been 
blooded.  The  orifice  had  bled  again,  to  the  a- 
rnount  of  fix  or  eight  ounces,  and  continued  to 
fmart  a  good  deal  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  a 
fmall  piece  of  the  emplaftrum  commune  was  ap¬ 
plied  to  it. 

16.  The  orifice  flill  continued  to  be  uneafy, 
and  a  pledgit  of  foft  cerate  was  made  ufe  of,  in- 
flead  of  the  dvachilon.  ' 

17,  Still  the  fmarting  and  uneafinefs  continued, 
and  flie  now,  I  think,  for  the  firfl  time,  mention¬ 
ed  her  feeling  a  tingling  pain  fhooting  from  the 
orifice  to  her  hand.  As  there  was  difficulty  in 

procuring 
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procuring  a  better  application,  I  made  ufe  of  a 
cataplafm  of  bread  and  butter;  and  defired  my 
patient  to  give  her  arm  as  much  reft  as  poffible. 

1 8.  On  this  day  the  orifice  was  very  fore  and 
tender;  the  tingling  from  th£  orifice  to  the  hand 
was  more  painful,  and  extended  upwards,  towards 
the  llioulder.  I  now  ordered  a  fomentation  and 
lintfeed  cataplafm,  and  the  arm  to  be  kept  very 
quiet. 

19.  The  pain  and  forenefs  of  the  orifice  was 

much  increafed,  and  alfo  the  tingling  pain  from 

* 

the  orifice  to  the  hand  and  fhoulder:  She  had 
alfo  a  circumfcribecl  pain  on  the  lower  part  of  the 

*  '■*  1 

right  pectoral  mufcle,  with  fome  rednefs  and  in- 
fiammation  of  the  part,  which  was  fore  to  the 
touch.  The  fomentation  and  cataplafm  had  both 
been  neglefted,  and  only  the  poultice  of  bread  and 
butter  made  ufe  of ;  and  the  girl  was  ftill  under 
a  neceflitv  of  doing  the  work  of  the  houfe. 

20.  The  fomentation  and  cataplafm  had  ftill 
been  neglected,  the  patient  having  been  informed 
that  it  would  occafion  a  humour  in  her  arm. 
This  day,  however,  fire  fubmitted  to  be  foment¬ 
ed,  and  a  poultice  of  lintfeed  was  ordered  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  twice  a  day ;  fhe  was  enjoined  a  drift  anti- 
phiogiftic  regimen,  and  the  arm  was  put  into  a 

o  3  fling  $ 
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fling ;  bat  fhe  was  often  obliged  to  take  it  out  of 
the  fling,  as  fhe  was  ftiil  under  the  neceflity  of  do¬ 
ing  the  work  of  the  houfe,  which  fhe  performed 

i  t,  *  '  _ 

with  exquifite  pain.  The  arm  was  much  worfe 
on  the  evening  of  this  day  than  it  was  before  ; 
and  there  was  now  an  appearance  of  eryfipelas 
or  efflorefcence  on  -  different  parts  of  it  above 
the  orifice.  The  pain  now  extended  not  only  to 
the  hand  and  fhouider,  but  up  the  neck,  and  was 
violent  in  the  inflamed  place  on  the  pe&oral 
niufcle.  The  patient  felt  a  numbnefs  all  over  her 
arm.  The  orifice,  though  exquifitely  tender,  did 
not  appear  to  be  elevated  or  much  inflamed. 

Beiides  the  applications  already  mentioned,  the 
hand,  arm,  and  fhouider,  and  the  pe&oral  mufcle 
were  anointed  with  this  liniment, 

Camph.  3b 
Spr.  v.  r.  q.  f. 

Ungt.  ex.  altb.  jifs, 

Ol.  e  mucilagiri.  Jfs. 

Balfam.  anodyn.  ffs.  m.  f.  lim 

21.  The  fymptoms  to  day  were  much  the  fame  , 
or  a  little  increafed,  and  were  attended  with  home 
involuntary  convulfive  catchings  in  the  arm.  The 
fame  applications,  and  the  lame  reoimen  were 
continued. 

i  .  1  ;*  ,  ' 

22.  The 
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22.  The  appearances  much  the  fame. 

23.  The  fymptoms  were  this  day  much  in- 
crcafed ;  (lie  had  now  a  pain  and  fbffnefs  in  her 
temples,  and  uneafmcfs  when  flie  opened  her  mouth 
wide,  her  jaws,  to  ufe  her  own  exprelhon,  feeling  as 
if  tied  with  firings  ;  when  file  breathed  deep,  the 
pain  on  the  peblorai  mufcle  was  acute.  The  fo¬ 
mentation  and  poultice  were  (till  continued,  al¬ 
though  they  feemed  to  give  little  or  no  relief, 
A  trifling  difeharge  from  the  orifice  had  laid  night 
given  feme  little  cafe,  but  it  was  not  permanent  \ 
and,  upon  examining  the  orifice  with  a  probe, 
there  was  no  appearance  of  matter  or  any  ichor 
that  could  be  difeharged.  The  patient  laid  fhe 
felt  as  though  firings  were  pulling  and  drawing 
her  in  different  parts  .of  her  arm,  and  from  the 
arm  to  the  inflamed  part  on  the  pe&oral  mufcle. 

As  the  fymptoms  had  now  plainly  indicated  a 
nerve  to  be  injured,  the  mod  likely  means  of  gi¬ 
ving  relief  was  undoubtedly  by  enlarging  the  o- 
rifice  ;  but  this,  for  many  reafcns,  could  not  be 
pra&ifed.  I  was  therefore  willing  to  try  how  far 
the  fedative  virtue  of  opium  would  be  efficaci¬ 
ous,  in  allaying  the  painful  and  trouble  fome 
fymptoms.  I  gave  twenty  drops  of  tmelura  the-. 
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baica,  and  ordered  half  that  quantity  to  be  re¬ 
peated  every  two  hours,  till  it  procured  eafe,  or 
induced  an  inclination  to  deep. 

24.  The  tinctura  thebaica  had  yeflerday  evi¬ 
dently  exafperated  all  the  fymptoms,  nor  had  it 
procured  even  a  temporary  mitigation  of  the  pain, 
though  it  was  taken  in  larger  and  more  frequent 
dofes  than  I  had  recommended  ;  it  occaiioned 
fonie  degree  of  ftupor,  but  gave  no  eafe  ;  the  in¬ 
ternal  ufe  of  it  was  therefore  declined  ;  but  a 
large  dofhl  of  lint  was  made  wet  with  tindlura 
thebaica  and  applied  to  the  orifice,  and  it  was  re¬ 
peated  two  or  three  times  when  it  became  dry. 
The  whole  arm  was  bathed  with  oil  and  tindhira 
thebaica,  previous  to  the  application  of  the  lint- 
feed  cataplafm. 

25.  The  pain  was  this  day  much  increafed, 
and  fhe  had  frequent  convulfive  catchings  in  her 
arm.  The  orifice  was,  if  poflible,  more  tender 
than  it  had  yet  been;  but  there  was  no  great  tcn- 
iion  about  it,  nor  was  there  the  final  left  appear¬ 
ance  of  fuppuranon  ;  but  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  rigidity  both  above  and  below  the  orifice. 
The  fomentation  was  ftill  continued  twice  a  day, 
fometimes  ior  three  hours  at  once.  The  lintfeed 
cataplafm  was  now  applied  over  the  whole  arm, 
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from  the  hand  to  the  ihoulder,  and  the  limb  was 
kept  condantly  at  reft. 

i 

26.  Notwithftanding  the  great  care  and  dili¬ 
gence  with  which  the  fomentation  and  cataplafm 
had  been  applied,  the  fymptoms  kept  dill  in- 
creafmg.  Bark  was  now  recommended  by  a 
gentleman  of  long  and  extenfive  practice,  from  a 
fuppofttion  that  it  might  be  productive  of  fuppu- 
ration  in  fome  part  of  the  arm.  One  fcruple  of 

the  powder  was  given  every  two  hours. 

<  >/ 

27.  The  fymptoms  were  this  day  much  the 
fame  as  yederday;  but,  if  there  was  any  change, 
it  was  for  the  worfe.  The  fomentation  and  poul¬ 
tice  were  (till  continued.  In  private  practice  it 
is  often  difficult  to  a£t  agreeably  to  one’s  own 
judgment,  as  it  is  often  needfary  to  pay  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  prejudices  of  people  who  are  unac¬ 
quainted  with  the  nature  of  the  attending  circum- 
dances.  The  prefent  cafe  afforded  an  indance 
of  this  ;  for,  as  it  was  prefumahle  that  the  injury 
proceeded  from  the  wound  made  by  the  lancet, 
it  was  not  an  eafy  matter  to  convey  an  idea,  that 
the  enlargement  of  a  wound  which  had  already 
done  fo  much  mifehief,  could  be  proper.  The 
enlargement,  however,  was  agreed  to,  from  the 
hopes  of  its  procuring  a  difeharge  of  matter.  I 
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lengthened  the  orifice  each  way,  and  made  a  crib 
cial  incifion  upon  it.  Some  flight  relief  was  ob¬ 
tained  for  a  few  minutes,  whilft  the  blood  trick¬ 
led  from  the  wound  into  the  warm  fomentation. 
The  bark  was  this  day  continued  more  freely 
than  yefterday. 

28.  This  morning  I  found  every  fymptom  very 
much  exafperated  ;  the  bark  was  therefore  laid 
afide,  and  two  large  leeches  were  applied  to  the 
edge  of  the  orifice.  Thefe  drew  away  much  blood, 
and  feetned  to  give  fome  trifling  relief,  which  was, 
however,  foon  followed  by  increafed  pain,  and 
drawing  of  firings,  to  ufe  the  patient’s  own 
words.  Her  appetite  for  food  had  now  been 
gone  for  fome  days ;  her  tongue  was  loaded,  and 
her  pulfe  feveriib  :  She  was  now  ordered  to  take 
one  fcruple  of  nitre  every  two  hours,  in  a  cup  of 
barley  water,  with  manna  diffolved  in  it. 

After  ufing  the  warm  fomentation  this  morn¬ 
ing,  the  eryfipelatous  appearance  on  the  arm  in¬ 
creafed  rapidly,  and  there  was  much  tenfion, 
though  not  the  fmallefl  mark  of  fuppuration.  A 
perfon  who  had  feen  a  cataplafm  of  oat-meal, 
vinegar,  and  oil,  applied  with  extraordinary  bene- 
fit  to  an  inflamed  arm,  which  put  on  a  fimiiar  ap» 
pearance  to  this,  though  from  a  different  caufe, 


viz. 
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viz.  a  puncture  of  a  bramble,  recommended  the 
fame  application,  which  was  accordingly  ufed  ; 
but  in  the  evening  the  eryfipelas  was  greatly  ex¬ 
asperated  by  it,  and  all  the  other  fymptoms  were 
increafed.  This  evening  I  took  feven  or  eight 
ounces  of  blood  from  the  back  of  the  fame  hand, 
which  unloaded  the  veffels,  and  gave  more  relief 
than  any  thing  that  had  yet  been  tried  ;  this 
relief  however  was  tranfient.  The  patient  now 
declaring  that  the  fomentation  and  poultice  had 
conftantiy  done  harm,  they  were  left  off,  and  the 
arm  was  wrapped  up  with  flips  of  cloth  fpread 
with  the  unguent,  flor.  fambuc.  except  the  orifice, 
to  which  a  fmall  lintfeed  cataplafm  was  (till  ap¬ 
plied. 


2).  This  day  the  eryfipelatous  appearance  was 
a  little  abated  5  but  the  catchings,  and  other  fym¬ 
ptoms  which  threatened  convuifion,  were  increa¬ 
fed.  1  opened  a  vein  again  in  the  back  of  the 

✓ ' 

hand  ;  but  was  not  able  to  procure  a  plentiful  dif- 
charge  of  blood.  Two  or  three  large  leeches 
were  again  applied  near  the  orifice,  with  fome 
trifling  advantage.  The  flips  of  cloth,  fpread  with 
ointment  of  elder,  were  continued,  alfo  the  fmall 
cataplafm  to  the  orifice  In  the  evening  the  ery¬ 
fipelas  was  much  diminifhed  5  but  the  violent 
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pain,  catchings  and  convulfive  jerks  of  the  arm, 
were  increafed.  I  could  this  day  obferve,  that 
though  the  eryfipelas  was  abated  in  every  other 
part  of  the  arm,  yet  it  remained  round  the  orifice 
of  the  exatf  form  and  dimeniions  of  the  fmall  ca- 
taplafm  which  had  been  applied  to  that  part  ; 
therefore,  the  orifice  was  dreffed  with  ointment  of 
elder,  and  the  poultice  was  no  longer  applied. 

30.  I  had  yefterday  bathed  the  arm  with  oh  e 
mucilaginibus  previous  to  applying  the  ointment 
of  elder,  and  the  patient  thought  it  did  fame 
good  ;  it  was  therefore  now  ufed  freely  twice  a 

v  ■  ■■  ■ 

day.  The  eryfipelas  was  this  day  ft:  ill  more  di- 
mini  Hied  ;  but  the  convulfive  jerking  of  the  arm, 
and  the  fliffnefs  of  the  temporal  mufcles,  which 
threatened  a  locked  jaw,  were  increafed  ;  and  in¬ 
deed  thefe  fymptoms  feemed  to  be  alrnoft  entire¬ 
ly  independent  of  the  inflammation  on  thefurface 
of  the  arm,  which  I  had  reafon  to  think  was  in  a 
great  meafure  occafioned  by  the  cataplafm,  and 
frequent  tedious  repetition  of  the  fomentation. 

May  1.  Yefterday,  at  noon,  the  patient  dozed 
a  little,  and  was  delirious  ;  but  was  free  from  de¬ 
lirium  in  the  evening,  though  all  her  other  fym¬ 
ptoms  feemed  to  be  more  alarming.  This  morn¬ 
ing 


COMMENTARIES. 


221 


ing  every  bad  fypmtom  was  exafperated,  not- 
withftanding  that  the  arm  externally  appeared 
to  be  lefs  inflamed.  As  there  was  very  great 
reafon  (till  to  fuppofe  that  a  nerve  was  par¬ 
tially  divided,  and  in  a  date  of  didrefs,  and  that 
the  enlargement  which  I  had  made  of  the  orifice 
on  the  27th  of  April,  had  been  done  with  too  fpa- 
ring  a  hand,  I  determined  to  increafc  it  ;  but  this 
was  to  be  done  with  great  caution,  becaufe  the 
pulfation  of  the  artery  could  be  felt  very  near  the 
correfponding  vein  in  the  other  arm.  The  patient 
had  great  refolution,  and  feemed  to  have  formed 
fome  idea  in  her  own  mind,  that  flie  fhauid  get  re- 
lieved  from  the  tugging,  as  fhe  called  it,  from  the 
part  being  cut.  As  it  was  probable  that  the  nerve 
immediately  in  the  punctured  part  mud  now  be 
much  difeafed,  I  thought  it  better  to  make  the 
incifion  above  it,  in  luch  a  manner  as  to  be  mod 
likely  to  cut  acrofs  any  nervous  fibre  that  could 
run  towards  the  orifice.  The  arm  being  proper¬ 
ly  fecured,!  began  an  incifion  about  half  an  inch 
above  the  original  wound,  and  a  little  to  one  fide, 
which  I  brought  down  in  an  oblique  direction, 
acrofs  the  fuperior  part  of  the  orifice,  and  a  little 
to  the  other  fide  of  it.  This  incifion  was  gradual¬ 
ly  made  deeper,  by  four  or  f ve  careful  ftrokes,  till 
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I  was  convinced  I  had  gone  further  than  the  point 
of  the  lancet  could  have  penetrated  in  the  original 
bleeding.  There  was  only  a  fmall  difcharge  of 
blood  from  the  wound,  and  not  the  fmalleft  appear¬ 
ance  of  matter  I  could  immediately  obferve  the 
patient  bend  her  arm  with  more  cafe  than  fhe 
had  done  before.  The  wound  was  dreiled  with 
cooling  cerate. 

May  2.  This  morning  I  found  my  patient  in 
good  fpirits,  finging  molt  chearfuliy,  with  joy  and 
fatisLdbion  painted  on  her  countenance.  She 
faid  fhe  felt  herfelf  eafier  in  lefs  than  ten  minutes 
after  the  part  was  cut  yefterdav,  and  fhe  had 
enjoyed  feverai  hours  of  refrefh  ng  fleep,  which 
was  the  firfl  fhe  had  experienced  for  many  nights. 
She  could  now  move  her  arm,  without  much  pain, 
in  every  direction  ;  fhe  (till,  however,  complain¬ 
ed  of  fome  numbnefs  in  her  arm  ;  but  from  this 
time  the  orifice  and  the  incifion  both  healed  as 
common  wounds. 

From  the  termination  of  this  cafe,  I  think  I 
may  venture  to  fay,  that  the  injury  proceeded 
from  therpunclure  of  a  nerve,  which  I  believe  of¬ 
ten  happens  in  bleeding,  though  it  may  feldom  be 
attended  with  confequences  fo  truly  alarming  as 
thofe  above.  What  but  the  nunOure  of  a  nerve 
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can  account  for  that  frequent  pain  and  uneafinefo 
which  often  affe&s  the  mufcles  of  the  arm  feveral 

1 

weeks  after  the  orifice  has  been  healed,  and  when 
all  inflammation  mu  ft  have  long  fubfided  ? 

A  lady,  who  was  blooded  about  feven  weeks 
ago  by  a  perfon  of  reputation  in  London,  com¬ 
plains  of  much  pain  in  the  fupinator  radii  longus, 
though  the  orifice  is  perfe&ly  heaied,  and  the  ci¬ 
catrix  fcarcely  perceptible.  The  pain  frequently 
extends  to  the  {boulder  ;  and,  what  is  remarkable, 
{he  feels  the  pain  {hoot  down  to  her  hand,  when 
the  fiefiiy  part  o!  the  fupinator  radii  is  rubbed  with 
the  palm  of  the  hand. 

1  have,  at  this  time,  a  young  woman  under 
my  care,  who  was  blooded  by  a  furgeon  of  repu  * 
tation  upwards  of  two  years  ago,  and  {lie  has  ne¬ 
ver  been  free  from  uneafinefs  in  her  arm  fince : 
Sometimes  fhe  feds  molt  exquifite  pain  in  per¬ 
forming  the  motions  of  pronation  and  fupination. 
I  his  patient  fays  {he  felt  fuch  exquifite  pain  when 
blooded,  that  {he  could  not  refrain  trom  fcream- 
ing  aloud.  She  was  confined  upwards  of  fix 
weeks  after  the  accident,  and  great  part  of  that 
time  to  her  bed.  In  this  cafe  an  abfcefs  form¬ 
ed  near  the  or  fice  ;  but,  as  her  arm  has  never 
been  free  from  pain  fince  file  was  blooded,  I 

think 
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think  the  abfcefs  was  the  confequence  of  inflam¬ 
mation  from  the  pundture  of  a  nerve.  If  a  wound 
of  the  tendon  of  the  biceps  mufcle  could  account 
for  the  pain  fhe  feds,  one  might  fuppofe  it  to  a- 
rife  from  that  accident ;  becaufe  the  tendon  lies 
immediately  under  the  cicatrix,  without  any  cel-*,,, 
lular  membrane  to  defend  it. 

Another  cafe  fell  under  my  care,  about  twelve 
months  ago,  which  feerns  to  be  a  confirmation  of 
Mr  Hunter’s  opinion,  that  the  mifchief  may  pro¬ 
ceed  from  inflammation  attacking  the  internal 

'  '  •  i  •  1 

furface  of  the  vein. 

A  worthy  gentlewoman,  far  advanced  in  life, 
of  a  fcorbutic  bad  habit  of  body,  was  blooded 
in  the  arm  in  the  median  vein  ;  but  for  what  caufe 
I  do  not  know.  A  few  days  after  being  blooded, 
fhe  came  from  London  to  this  neighbourhood* 
As  fhe  complained  of  much  pain  and  inflamma¬ 
tion  in  the  orifice,  I  was  called  to  her  relief.  The 
pain  gradually  increafed,  and  at  lafl  terminated 
in  an  abfcefs  a  few  inches  below  the  orifice,  be* 
tween  the  flexor  carpi  raaialis  and  the  fupinator 
radii  mufcles.  There  was  another  formation  of 
matter  in  the  orifice  which  kept  open  a  long  time, 
and  at  lafl  the  mifchief  terminated  in  an  abfcefs 
above  the  clavicle,  which  at  that  time  I  afcribed 

i  1  - 
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to  the  abforption  of  purulent  matter  from  the 
parts  below,  but  which  might  probably  be  owing 
to  inflammation  communicated  through  the  vein. 
This  laft  abfcefs  was  attended  with  great  pain, 
and  was  cured  at  lad,  after  a  long  and  tedious 
difcharge.  In  this  cafe,  though  there  was  violent 
pain  and  inflammation,  yet  it  was  not  attended 
with  thofe  peculiar  fymptoms  which  lead  one  to 
aferibe  the  injury  to  the  pundure  of  a  nerve. 

From  the  whole,  I  would  conclude,  that,  though 
much  merit  is  due  to  Mr  Hunter  for  his  ingeni¬ 
ous  obfervations  on  this  fubjed,  yet  his  idea  is 

% 

not  to  be  generally  admitted.  I  think  the  pa¬ 
tient,  whofe  cafe  I  have  fo  particularly  related, 
would,  in  all  human  probability,  have  foon  been 
feized  with  a  locked  jaw,  had  the  incifion  which 

cured  her  been  negleded  ;  and,  from  an  idea 
that  the  fymptoms  were  occafioned  by  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  internal  furface  of  the  vein,  fuch 
an  incifion  could  not  have  been  indicated.  From 
this  circumftance,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  mere  cu- 
riofity  to  be  able  to  diftinguifh  whether  the  inju¬ 
ry  proceeds  from  one  caufe  or  the  other,  but  a 
circumftance  effentially  interefting  to  the  pradical 
furgeon  ;  as,  in  one  cafe,  the  moft  alarming 
fymptoms  may  be  fpeediiy  removed  by  a  fmali 
Vol.  IV.  '  P  incifion. 
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incifion,  which,  in  the  other,  could  be  productive 
of  no  manner  of  advantage. 

It  is  remarkable,  in  the  cafe  I  have  defcribed, 
that  little  or  no  advantage  was  experienced  from 
the  ufe  of  emollient  applications ;  nay,  fome  of 
them,  particularly  the  fomentation  and  cataplafm, 
were  rather  prejudicial  ;  and  yet  I  believe  fuch- 
like  applications  would  be  ufed  in  a  fimilar  acci¬ 
dent  by  almoft  every  furgecn.  Heifter  and  Wife- 
man  both  recommend  a  very  different  treatment. 
The  former,  fpeaking  of  the  fame  accident,  which 
happened  to  Charles  IX.  King  of  France,  when 
he  was  blooded  by  Parry,  fays  :  ?  Primo  loco  o- 
6  leum  terebinthmae  cum  fpiritu  vini  redlificato, 
6  calidum  immiffum  vulnere  fuit  and  prefently 
after  he  adds,  c  Caeterum  haud  aliena  qucque 
6  haec  videtur  curandi  ratio,  ff  nimirum  pro  tere- 

*  binthinae  oleo  vinique  fpiritu,  balfamum  Peru  * 

*  vianum,  vel  et  aqua  regina  Hungaria  aliquoties 

*  per  dies  fmgulos  calida  inftiilantur  atque  ffmul 

*  fuperimponuntur,  dum  fcilicet  dolores  imminu- 
6  anturd  Wife  man  recommends  an  application 
to  be  dropped  fcalding-hot  upon  the  orifice. 

I  believe  few  furgeons  would  now  ufe  Rich  re¬ 
medies  *,  and  yet,  if  I  was  again  called  to  a  fimilar 

accident 
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accident  to  the  one  I  have  related.,  my  firfl  appli¬ 
cation  lho-uld  certainly  be  the  oil  of  turpentine 
made  warm,  from  having  had  fo  recent  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  obferving  the  uniform  infignificancy 
of  thofe  applications  which  are  commonly  called 
cooling  and  emollient,  i  think  the  oil  of  turpen¬ 
tine  bids  fair  to  do  good,  from  its  great  ufe  when 
applied  to  a  pundture  from  a  pin  or  needle :  ft  is 
pretty  generally  applied  in  fuch  cafes  by  country- 
people,  and  they  find  it  to  be  efficacious  in  pre¬ 
venting  the  part  from  what  they  call  fettering, 

The  volatile  alkali,  dropped  on  the  fciatic 
nerve  of  a  frog,  renders  the  leg  and  thigh  of  that 
animal  paralytic.  Query,  Whether  fuch  an  ap¬ 
plication,  which  feems  to  poffefs  a  power  of  de- 
ftroying  the  nervous  influence,  might  not  be  e- 
quivalent  to  dividing  the  punctured  branch  of  a 
nerve  ? 


H  // 
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III. 


An  Account  of  the  Extirpation  of  a  polypous  Ex - 


ere  fence  from  the  Os  Uteri .  By  Mr  Fielding 
Beil  Fynney Surgeon  at  Leek  in  Staff or djh ire. 


BOUT  the  middle  of  April  1774,  I  was 


jL  called  to  J  nny  Locker  of  this  town,  aged 
21  years,  low  m  ftature,  but  of  a  fanguineous  ha¬ 
bit  of  body  ;  who,  upon  examination,  I  found 
was  afflicted  with  a  prc'apfus  uteri,  together  with 
a  polypous  excrefcence  growing  juft  within,  and 
hanging  pendulous  from,  the  os  uteri.  It  was  ru¬ 
gous,  highly  red,  and  in  fome  places  of  a  dark 
purple  colour  ;  it  frequently  bled  upon  the  moft 
gentle  touch  ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  it  had  the 
molt  unfavourable  afpebt  of  any  polypus  I  ever 
faw. 

? 

She,  amongft  the  anfwers  to  the  interroga¬ 
tories  which  I  then  put  to  her,  informed  me,  that, 
when  (he  was  about  ten  years  of  age,  one  of  her 
companions,  with  whom  die  was  playing,  pudied 
her  down  upon  a  ffool  with  three  feet,  which  was 
turned  topfy-turvy,  and  one  of  the  feet,  which 
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were  fmall  ones,  palled  into  the  vagina,  and  oc- 
cafioned  much  pain,  with  a  large  effufion  of  blood ; 
but  in  a  few  days  die  was  apparently  well,  and 
continued  fo  until  the  beginning  of  the  year  1773, 
when  Ihe  complained  to  her  mother  of  fomething 
protruding  from  the  labia  pudendi,  but  would 
let  nobody  examine  the  part,  until  the  latter  end 
of  the  fame  year,  or  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1774,  die  Ihewed  herfelf  to  a  midwife,  and  fince 
then,  to  feveral  gentlemen  of  eminence  amonglt 
the  faculty  in  this,  and  the  adjacent  towns. 

I  recapitulated  the  method  I  intended  to  par- 
fue  to  her  and  her  friends  5  and,  after  adminifter- 
ing  a  few  dofes  of  purging  phyfic,  I  paded  a 
ligature,  upon  the  5th  day  of  May,  as  near  the 

bads  of  the  tumour  as  I  podibly  could  j/but  it  not 

* 

anfwering.  according  to  my  expectation,  I  extir¬ 
pated  it  with  the  knife,  above  the  ligature,  on  the 
7th,  rather  taking  part  of  the  os  uteri,  than  lea¬ 
ving  any  ol  the  poiypus  j  which  weighed  nine 
drams  troy  weight.  A  moll  obftinate  hae¬ 
morrhage  enfued,  to  ftanch  which,  I  applied  a 
doffil  of  lint  well  charged  with  powdered  blue  vi¬ 
triol,  and  retained  upon  the  part,  with  gentle 
compreflion,  by  the  hand  of  her  nurfe,  until  it 
ceafed  $  after  which  I  applied  an  emoiient  poul- 
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tice.  I  daily  touched  the  part  with  lunar  cauftic* 
to  dedroy  any  remains  of  the  polypus  that  might 
have  d'caped  me,  and  dreffed  with  mild  digelfives, 
over  which,  for  a  few  days,  I  continued  the  pouV 
tice.  T  he  part  was  quite  healed,  and  radically 
cured  on  the  2  1  ft  day  of  May,  when  I  replaced 
the  uterus  in  its  natural  fituation,  and  applied  a 
proper  pedlary  to  keep  it  fo. 

R  EEL  E  C  T  I  O  N  S. 

I  prefume  that  the  faculty  in  general  will  join 
me  in  opinion,  that  this  polypus  originated  from 
the  injury  done  to  the  mouth  of  the  womb  by  the 
(lool-foor,  as  thole  of  the  nofe  are  frequently  00 
cafioned  by  feme  violence  done  to  the  glands, 
and  minute  circulating  veflels  of  the  pituitary 
membrane,  as  picking,  or  blowing  forcibly  down 
the  nofe,  taking  fnuff,  &c-. 

I  fliall  never  hefitate  to  repeat  the  method  of 
extirpation  by  excifion,  when  the  cafe  is  either 
circumftanced  as  above,  or  when  the  polypus  is 
feated  low  in  the  vagina  :  But,  when  there  is  no 
prolapfus  uteri,  and  the  tumour  high  up,  then  the 
method  of  extirpation  by  ligature,  a  Bided  by  the 
in  Bril  merit,  rep  relented  in  the  memoir  es  de  F  aca¬ 
demic 
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dernie  royale  de  chirurgie,  tom.trois,  pi.  13.  fig.  3, 
p.  598.  is  undeniably  preferable  to  all  others. 

I  durfl  not  make  ufe  of  the  needle  and  ligature 
to  hop  the  haemorrhage,  on  account  of  the  irrita¬ 
bility  of  the  part.  The  tenaculum  would  not  an- 
fwer  my  purpofe  in  this  cafe,  as  the  veil'd  lay  too 
high  within  the  mouth  of  the  womb.  And  the 
fponge  I  did  not  choofe  to  apply,  as  the  granula¬ 
tions  of  flefh  always  fhoot  up  into  its  pores,  and 
are  productive  of  pain  at  the  time  of  feparation, 
efpecially  in  irritable  habits,  or  in  parts  fo  nervous 
as  this  is. 

There  are  various  forms  of  peffaries,  and  made 
of  as  many  forts  of  materials  ;  but  that  which  I 
would  recommend,  fhould  have  no  fcrews  about 
it,  as  they  foon  fwell  and  burlt  by  being  kept 
humid  5  therefore  it  fhould  be  turned  out  of  one 
folid  piece  of  ivory,  the  head  to  be  made  rather 
concave  oh  the  upper  fide,  with  three  or  four 
holes  in  it,  to  let  pafs  the  fluids  fecreted  by  the 
part  to  which  it  is  adapted  ;  and  convex  on  the 
lower  fide,  with  a  flem  or  pillar  of  proportion- 
able  length,  coming  from  its  middle  ;  and,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  fie m,  fhould  be  a  hole  or  two  to 
pafs  a  fillet  through  to  fallen  it  to  its  proper 
bandage. 

P  4  S  E  C  T. 


\ 


MEDICAL 


SECT.  III. 


Medical  News. 


ON  Sunday  the  12th  of  January  1777,  died 
at  Edinburgh,  Mr  John  Innes,  diffe&or  to 
Dr  Monro,  Profeffor  of  Medicine  in  the  Univer- 
fity  of  that  city. 

Mr  Innes  was  born  at  Callart,  a  fmall  town  in 

■  '  / 

the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  within  a  few  miles  of 
Fort  William.  From  this  fituation,  it  may  beprefu- 
med,  that  the  earlier  part  of  his  education  was  but 
Ill  calculated  for  literary  purfuits,  or  for  his  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  liberal  arts.  But  the  want  of  proper 
opportunities  at  his  firft  outfet  in  life,  were  amply 
compenfated  by  the  united  efforts  of  induftry  and 
genius.  And  fuch  was  the  proficiency  he  had 
foon  made  in  anatomical  knowledge  \  fuch  was 

the 
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the  addrefs  he  had  acquired  in  difplaying  the 
itructure  of  the  mod  minute  parts  of  the  human 
Frame,  that,  when  he  had  not  even  reached  the 
1 8th  year  of  his  age,  Dr  ^vlonro  had  no  hesita¬ 
tion  in  appointing  him  diffebfor  for  the  anatomi¬ 
cal  clafs.  This  important  and  troubiefome  office, 
he  filled  with  high  and  deferved  reputation,  for 
the  fpace  of  near  twenty  years.  During  all  that 
period,  his  labours  gave  equal  latisfadion  both 
to  the  ProfeiTor  and  to  the  Students ;  and  the 
preemption  is,  that,  in  the  way  of  his  profeffion, 
he  had  very  few,  if  any,  fuperiors. 

But,  however  considerable  his  abilities  in  this 
relpedt  might  be,  it  would  be  the  higheft  injudice 
to  his  talents,  to  reprefent  them  as  confined  mere¬ 
ly  to  the  mechanical  part  of  anatomy.  When  he 
had  occaSion  to  Speak  of  the  drubture  of  any 
organ,  he  podeffed  a  facility  in  description,  which 
could  not  fail  to  convey  the  cleared  idea.  This 
the  dudents  Soon  perceived,  and  were  willing  to 
avail  themfelves  of  the  advantages  which  it  might 
afford.  At  their  follicitation,  therefore,  after 
he  had  enjoyed  his  office  about  ten  years,  he 
opened  an  evening  courfe  of  lebfures  for  anato¬ 
mical  demondrations.  The  judgment  and  per- 
fpicuity  which  he  difplayed  in  thefe  demondra¬ 
tions. 


tions,  afforded  no  lefs  pleafure  than  inftru&ion  to 
every  hearer*  The  number  of  gentlemen  who  be¬ 
came  his  pupils  every  year,  afforded  the  molt  un¬ 
equivocal  proof  of  the  advantages  which  were  to 
be  derived  from  his  prsele&ions.  At  his  laff 
courfe,  he  had  the  honour  of  being  attended  by 
near  two  hundred  ftudentsi  And  there  is  fome 
probability,  that,  had  he  been  lefs  zealous  in  dif- 
charging  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  might  longer 
have  enjoyed  the  emoluments  of  it.  For  fome 
time  he  had  been  threatened  with  an  affe&ion  of 
his  lungs  ;  but,  while  he  was  following  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  were  directed  for  his  recovery,  he  did 
not  relinquifh  the  duties  of  his  office,  till  he  was 
confined  to  a  lick- bed  chamber.  There  the  ap¬ 
proaches  of  death  were  no  lefs  evident  to  himfelf 
than  to  others.  And  he  prepared  to  meet  the 
event  with  a  frame  of  mind  which  gave  equal  e- 
vidence  of  the  honeft  man,  the  affedlionate  fon,  the 
faithful  hufband,  and  the  dutiful  parent.  He  fettled 
with  all  his  creditors  on  his  death-bed.  He  put  a 
wife  and  children  in  circumftan-ces  above  indi¬ 
gence.  And,  with  filial  affection,  he  provided  a- 
gainft  the  future  wants  of  aged  and  helplefs  pa¬ 
rents.  His  death  will  be  regreted,  and  his  me¬ 
mory  will  be  efteemed  by  all  who  had  the  plea¬ 
fure 
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fure  of  his  acquaintance.  For  his  temper  was 
focial  and  obliging,  his  heart  was  open  and  gene¬ 
rous,  his  friendfhip  was  iteady,  and  his  integrity 
was  uni  in  peached. 

While,  from  thefe  qualities,  he  yet  continues 
to  live  in  the  affections  of  his  friends,  thofe  who, 
with  care  and  induftry,  apply  to  the  ftudy  of  ana- 
tomy,  will  ffand  indebted  to  him  for  obligations 
of  a  different  nature.  The  monuments  which  he 
has  given  to  the  world  of  his  anatomical  know¬ 
ledge,  will  afford  ample  teftimony  of  his  abilities 
to  future  ages. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year  1776,  he 
publifhed  a  fhort  Description  of  the  Human 
Mufcles,  chiefly  as  they  appear  in  diffeclion  ;  to¬ 
gether  with  their  feveral  ufes,  and  the  fynonyma 
of  the  bed;  authors.  A  Treatife,  which  will  re¬ 
commend  itfeif  to  the  perufal  of  every  ftudent,  by 
the  concife  and  fimple,  yet  plain  and  accurate  de- 
fcriptions,  which  it  contains.  Towards  the  clofe 
of  the  fame  year,  he  publifhed  eight  anatomical 
tables  of  the  human  body,  containing  the  princi¬ 
pal  parts  of  the  fkeletons  and  mufcles  reprefented 
in  the  large  tables  of  Alburns ;  to  which  are  add¬ 
ed,  concife  explanations.  If,  in  this  work,  thofe 
who  have  a  take  for  elegant  engraving,  dial! 

think 
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think  that  there  is  any- ground  for  finding  fault 
with  the  execution  of  the  artid,yet  every  intelli¬ 
gent  an  at o  mid  will  allow,  that  the  fidelity  of  the 
explanation  mud  render  it  of  no  inconfiderable 
utility  to  the  young  ftudent. 

Had  Mr  Innes  lived  to  a  more  advanced  age. 
there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt, that  the  improvement 
of  his  art  would  ftill  have  continued  to  be 
theobje&of  his  ambition.  While  his  untimely 
death  will  be  molt  feverely  felt  by  his  friends 
and  family,  it  may  alfo  be  confidered  as  a  lofs  to 
the  medical  world,  and  will  long  be  regreted  by 
the  dudents  of  anatomy  at  Edinburgh. 

i 

*  *  #  # 

< 

Extra&s  of  a  letter  from  Dr  George  Brown, 
Apothecary  to  his  Majefty’s  hofpitals  in  America, 
to  Dr  John  Hope,  ProfeiTor  of  Botany  in  the  U- 
miverfity  of  Edinburgh,  dated  September  14. 
1776. 

c  Lad  dimmer  the  dyfentery  was  very  frequent, 
and  a  good  many  died.  Befides  the  common 
medicines,  the  rad.  coluinb.  and  cort.  eleuthcr. 
were  given  in  a  number  of  cafes  ;  but  I  could  not 
perceive,  from  their  effeds,  that  they  deferve  the 

character 
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character  which  has  been  given  of  them.  The 
vitr.  antimon.  cerat.  was  likewife  employed,  and 
frequently  with  fuccefs.  However,  I  think  I  may 
venture  to  aflert,  from  experience,  that  the  tartar 
emetic  produces  all  the  good  effects  of  the  other 
preparations,  with  the  advantage  of  being  much 
more  certain  and  fteady  in  its  operations. 

c  In  the  fall,  the  fcurvy  began  to  make  its  ap¬ 
pearance  among  the  regiments  that  had  been 
longed;  in  America,  and,  as  the  cold  weather  ad¬ 
vanced,  it  attacked  the  reft  of  the  troops.  A  va¬ 
riety  of  medicines  were  ufed,  mo  ft  of  which  mi¬ 
tigated  fome  of  the  fymptoms  ;  but  no  cure  was 
effected  till  a  quantity  of  four  kraut  arrived  from 
England,  which  was  given  to  the  fcorbutics  ad  li¬ 
bitum,  to  eat  as  a  fallad  with  vinegar.  At  other 
times  it  was  boiled  with  their  meat ;  and  it  was 
really  furpriftng  to  fee  the  effe&s  which  it  had,  e- 
ven  in  a  fhort  time.  They  devoured  it  greedily, 
and  recovered  apace. 

c  A  great  quantity  of  this  ufeful  article  arriving, 
it  was  iflued  to  the  army  twice  a  week,  with  their 
fait  provifions.  And  it  was  as  efFe&ual  in  pre¬ 
venting,  as  it  had  been  in  curing  that  difeafe  ; 
which  perhaps  is,  of  ail  others,  the  moft  to  be 
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dreaded,  in  a  garrifon  living  on  fait  provifions,  in 

a  cold  climate,  and  fubje&ed  to  hard  duty. 

* 

c  During  the  time  that  they  ufed  the  four  kraut, 
by  the  advice  of  fome  officers  of  rank  who  had 
ferved  lafi  war  in  Canada,  they  were  ordered  to 
drink  a  pint  of  the  infufion  of  hemlock  fpruce, 
as  it  is  called,  every  morning  \  but  this  was  fo 
naufeous  that  few  of  them  took  it  regularly. 
However,  that  omiffion  was  fupplied,  by  allowing 
them  plenty  of  fpruce  beer,  in  my  opinion  the 
bed:  medicine  of  the  two. 

c  One  man  had  been  ill  of  the  fcurvv  for  three 

j  *■ 

months,  and  had  feveral  haemorrhagies  from  the 
gums,  the  fauces,  and  nofe.  By  the  above  treat¬ 
ment,  he  got  the  better  of  the  fcurvy,  but  he  was 
afterwards  feized  with  an  anafarca  and  afcites. 
For  this  he  was  topped,  and  three  gallons  of  wa¬ 
ter  drawn  off  \  and,  by  the  ufe  of  the  Peruvian 
bark,  and  other  tonics,  he  was  perfectly  recover¬ 
ed,  and  difcharged  to  his  duty. 

LThe  flowers  of  zinc  have  been  found  an  ufeful 
application  to  fordid  ulcers  from  gunffiot-wounds, 
and  other  caufes,  when  ftrewed  upon  the 
part  by  means  of  a  barber’s  puff.  Among  the 
wounds  at  Bofton,  we  had  a  few  inflances  of  te¬ 
tanus. 
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.tanus,  both  when  amputation  was  performed,  and 
when  it  was  not  necebary.  All  the  inifances 
pf  this  affedion  which  I  faw,  were  fatal,  although 
we  tried  opium,  mufk,  and  aether,  in  large  quan¬ 
tities,  both  externally  and  internally.  Nor  did 
bidders  give  any  relief.  In  one  cafe,  this  fymptom 
did  not  come  on  till  a  fortnight  after  the  patient 
was  wounded,  and  when  he  was  judged  in  a  fair 
way  for  recovery.  He  was  {hot  through  the 
thigh  and  arm,  both  very  near  the  articulation. 
1  heard  of  an  officer  who  had  this  fymptom,  and 
recovered.  He  was  {hot  through  the  abdomen. 
There  was  one  amputation  of  the  humerus  at  the 
articulation,  and  the  patient  did  well. 

*  *  *  $ 

✓ 

Mr  Matthew  Guthrie,  Surgeon  at  St  Peterf- 
burgh,  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Hope,  gives  the  follow¬ 
ing  account  of  a  curious  fione  lately  found  in 
Ruflia. 

c  I  have  juft  received  a  paper  upon  a  curious  (lone, 

V 

with  a  piece  of  it,  for  the  purpofe  of  experiments, 
from  Mr  Kraffit,  profeffor  of  natural  philofophy 
in  the  imperial  academy.  He  has  alfo  fubjoined 
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a  lift  of  experiments,  which  he  thinks  ffiould  be 
made  upon  it,  as  he  remarks  that  it  bids  fair  to 
make  the  beft  hygrometer  ever  difcovered,  from 
the  circumftances  of  its  having  two  determined 
points  of  moifture  and  drynefs. 

c  He  informs  me,  that  it  was  found  by  the  late 
unfortunate  Profeftor  Lowitz,  who  was  put  to 
death  by  the  rebel  Pugatcheff  for  being  a  fcholar. 
He  was  one  of  thofe  academicians  who  were 
fent  by  her  Majefty  into  the  inoft  diftant  parts  of 
the  empire,  with  a  view  of  making  difcoveries. 
Among  his  papers  were  found  a  few  remarks  on 
this  ftone,  of  which  the  following  is  as  literal  a 
tranilation  as  poflible : 

c  Upon  the  banks,  on  the  right  fide  of  Kami- 
fhink,  near  the  caftle  Demitriefk,  is  found  a  fort 
of  ftone,  fomething  like  a  Hate,  refemhling  a  dark 
grey  or  blue  grind-ftone.  Some,  however,  are 
of  a  yellow  caft,  and  fome  have  their  oppofite 
fides  of  different  colours.  This  ftone,  when  wet, 
may  be  eafily  cut  with  a  knife,  but  when  dry,  it 
is  much  harder. 

c  In  this  laft  ftate  it  has  the  remarkable  effect, 
that,  on  the  tongue  being  applied  to  it,  it  lays 
hold  of  it  fo  fail,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  they 
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are  fcparated  ;  and,  if  it  be  not  very  foon  remo¬ 
ved,  it  will  draw  blood  with  it.  The  reparation, 
in  every  cafe,  mud  be  effe&ed  with  great  circum- 
fpedlion,  otherw'ife  die  fkin  will  follow7  the  done. 

It  attra&s  any  thing  that  is  wet  or  mold,  fo  that 

/ 

if  you  put  a  wet  finger  to  it,  it  will  dick :  And 
it  drinks  up  moidure  with  the  greated  avidity. 
If,  however,  it  be  put  into  water  for  fome  mi¬ 
nutes,  fo  as  to  be  fully  faturated,  it  lofes  its  ab- 
forbing  power  for  a  little,  which  it  recovers  as  it 
dries. 

c  Another  quality  of  this  done  is,  that  when 
put  into  the  fire,  it  may  be  made  red-hot,  without 
cracking  or  fudaining  any  damage ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  its  abforbing  power  is  increafed  by  it ;  but 
care  mud  be  taken  that  it  be  well  dried  fird ;  for 
if  it  contains  any  moidure  when  put  into  the  fire, 
it  will  burd  in  pieces. 

6  This  is  the  lubdance  of  the  memorandum 
found  among  the  papers  of  Mr  Lowitz.  Mr 
KrafFt  propofes  to  have  the  following  experi¬ 
ments  tried  upon  it. 

1 .  To  know  the  quantity  of  water  which  it 
will  contain  when  fully  faturated  with  that  fluid. 
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2.  To  find  the  time  in  which  it  abforbs  a  gi¬ 
ven  quantity. 

3.  To  compare  its  weight  when  dry  and  when 
full*  of  water. 

4.  To  find  the  time  it  takes  in  parting  with  a 
given  quantity  of  water. 

* 

5.  To  difeover  whether  it  will  imbibe  every 
day  the  fame  quantity. 

6.  To  difeover  how  far  the  changes  of  the  at- 
mofphere  affed  the  power  it  poffdles  of  abforbing 
moiflure. 

7.  To  difeover  whether  it  always  abforbs  a  de¬ 
termined  quantity. 

c  I  intend,  befides  thefe,  to  try  feveral  other 
experiments  with  this  ftone,  and  to  fend  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  refult  of  them  for  the  Medical  and 
Philofophical  Commentaries  of  Edinburgh/ 

*  *  * 

Mr  Andrew  Fife  has  fucceeded  the  late  Mr 
John  Innes  as  diffe&or  to  Dr  Monro.  From  the 
induhry  and  genius  which  he  has  already  fliown, 
much  may  hereafter  be  expeded.  About  two 
years  ago,  the  annual  prize-medal,  given  by 
the  commiffioners  for  improvements  in  Scotland, 

for 
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for  the  beffc  drawing  in  the  academy  which  they 
have  eftablifhed  at  Edinburgh,  was  adjudged  to 
him.  And  he  has  made  rapid  progrefs  in  many 
different  branches  of  literature. 

*  *  * 

A  new  edition  of  the  treatife  which  Dr  Cullen 
delivered  to  his  ftudenis,  as  a  text  for  the  phyfi- 
ological  part  of  his  ledures,  when  he  taught  the 
inflitutions  of  medicine  in  the  univerfity  of  E- 
dinburgh,  is  now  in  the  prefs,  and  will  foon  be 
publifhed. 

*  * 

.  vr  *■ 

Mr  Andrew  Bell,  engraver  at  Edinburgh,  an 
artift  of  whofe  merit  the  world  have  already  had 
various  fpecimens,  is  now  engaged  in  making  a 
new  and  improved  edition  of  the  tables  of  the 
celebrated  Albinus  upon  the  bones  and  mufcles 
of  the  human  body.  To  render  this  work  cheap¬ 
er  and  more  commodious,  Mr  Bell  propofes  to 

\ 

publifh  thefe  tables  in  feparate  parts ;  and,  for 
the  fame  purpofe,  he  has  made  a  fmall  reduction 
of  the  original  feale.  The  firfl  part  of  this  valu¬ 
able  performance  will,  we  are  informed,  appear 
in  a  few  weeks. 
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I  R  S  T  lines  of  the.  practice  of  phyfic,  for 


JL  the  ufe  of  It udents  in  the  univerfity  of  E» 
dinburgh.  By  William  Cullen,  M.  D.  Vol.  I. 

8vo,  Edinburgh. 

>  .  » 

An  addrefs  to  the  (Indents  of  medicine  at  E- 

r 

dinburgh,  introductory  to  a  courfe  of  ledures  on 
the  theory  and  pradice  of  phyfic.  Delivered 
Nov.  i.  1776.  By  Andrew  Duncan,  M.  D.  Fel¬ 
low  of  the  royal  college  of  phyficians,  Edinburgh. 
1 2 mo,  Edinburgh. 


Heads  of  ledures  on  the  theory  and  pradice 
of  medicine,  by  the  fame  author,  i2mo,  Edin¬ 
burgh. 

Differtatio  medica,  de  natura  et  ufu  ladis  in 
diveriis  animalibus,  audore  Thorna  Young,  in  a¬ 
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cademia  Edinenfi  artis  obftetriciae  profeffore,  8vo, 

Edinburgi. 

'  ' 

Compendium  anatomicum,  totam  rem  anato- 
micatn  brcviffime  compledens,  audore  B.  D. 
Laurentio  Heiftero,  M.  D.  editio  nova,  12 mo, 
Edinburgi. 

.  1 

Experiments  on  magnefia  alba,  quick-lime, 
and  other  alkaline  fubftanr.es,  by  jofeph  Black, 
M.  D.  profeffor  of  chemiftry  in  the  univerfity  of 
Edinburgh  ,  to  which  is  annexed  an  efiay  on  the 
cold  produced  by  evaporating  fluids,  and  on  fome 
other  means  of  producing  cold.  By  Wiliam  Cul¬ 
len,  M.  D.  Profeffor  of  medicine  in  the  univer- 

*  *  >*  ■  *  1  '  ■ 

fity  of  Edinburgh.  121110,  Edinburgh. 

Philofophical  tranfadions  of  the  royal  fociety 
of  l.ondon.  Vol.  LXVI.  Part  I.  for  the  year 
1776.  qto,  London. 

Medical  refearches  :  Being  an  inquiry  into  the 
nature  and  origin  of  hyfferics  in  the  female  con- 
flitution,  and  into  the  diftindion  between  that 
difeafe  and  hypochondriac  or  nervous  diforders. 
Comprehending  a  fpecification  of  the  charaderif- 
tic  refinement  and  excellence  of  the  female  con- 
ffitution  and  charader.  By  Andrew  Wilfon, 
M.  D.  Fellow  of  the  royal  college  of  phyficians 
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at  Edinburgh,  and  phyfician  to  the  Medical  A- 
fylum,  London.  8vo,  London. 

A  modern  fyftem  of  natural  hiflory,  containing 
accurate  defcriptions,  and  faithful  hiftories  of  a- 
nimals,  vegetables,  and  minerals.  Together  with 
their  properties  and  various  ufes  in  medicine,  me¬ 
chanics,  &c.  Illuftrated  with  copper-plates,  accu¬ 
rately  drawn  from  nature,  and  beautifully  engra¬ 
ved.  By  the  Rev.  Samuel  Ward,  Vicar  of  Cot- 
tcrftoch,  Northamptonfhire.  4  vols.  1 2ino, 

Obfervations  preparatory  to  the  ufe  of  Dr 
Myerfbach’s  medicines ;  by  J.  C.  Lettfome, 
M.  D.F.  R.S^andfS.  A.  member  of  the  college  of 
phyncians,  and  phyfician  to  the  general  difpenfary 
in  London.  The  fecond  edition,  confiderably  en¬ 
larged.  8vo,  London. 

An  anfwer  to  a  pamphlet  written  by  Dr  Lett¬ 
fome,  intitled,  obfervations  preparatory  to  the 
life  of  Dr  Myerfbach’s  medicines.  8vo,  London. 

Every  women  her  own  phyfician,  or  the  ladies 
Medical  Affiftant.  Containing  the  hiftory  and 
cure  of  the  various  difeafes  incident  to  women 
and  children.  i2mo,  London. 

A  Botanical  arrangement  of  all  the  vegetables 
naturally  growing  in  Great  Britain,  with  an  eafy 

intro- 
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introduction  to  the  ftudy  of  botany.  By  Wil¬ 
liam  Withering.  M.  D.  in  2  vols,  Brimingham. 

Les  Mondres,ou  les  ecarts  de  la  nature,  ouvrage 
qui  renferme  toutes  les  mondruofities  que  la  na¬ 
ture  produit,  foit  dans  Pefpece  humaine,  foit 
parmi  les  quadrupedes,  les  bipedes,  &c.  en  plan¬ 
ches  colories,  peintes,  et  gravees,  par  M.  et  Ma¬ 
dame  Reynault,  auteurs  de  la  Botanique  mife  a 
la  portce  de  tout  le  monde.  Folio  Paris. 

Recueil  des  Oeuvres  phyliques  et  inedecinales, 
publies  en  Anglois  et  en  Latin,  par  M.  Richard 
Mead,  Medccin  du  Roi  de  Grand  Bretagne, 
membre  de  la  fociete  royale  de  Londres,  &c.  par 
'  M.  Code,  medecin  de  I’hopital  royal  et  militaire 
de  Nancy.  2  vols,  8vo,  Bouillon. 

Lettres  fur  les  arbres  et  epiceries,  avec  une  in- 
druCtion  fur  leur  culture,  et  preparation,  et  lettre 
fur  le  Cafe.  i2ino,  Paris. 

Avis  aux  mere  qui  veulent  nourir  leurs  en- 
fants,  troifieme  edition,  revue  et  confiderablement 
augmente,  par  Mad.  le  Rebours.  120m,  Paris* 

Le  Medecin  inte  rprete  de  la  nature,  ou  ecueil 
des  pronodics  furle  charaCtere  des  maladies,  leur 
guerifon,  leures  metadafes,  et  leurs  fuites  funedes, 
traduitdu  Latin  deM.le  DoCteur  Louis  Geoffroi 

Klein, 
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Klein,  confeiller  medecin  et  phyficien  d’Erbac,  par 
M.  J.  F.  A.  Dodeur  en  medecine  de  le  faculte 
Montpellier.  2  vols.  1 2mo,  Paris. 

Apparatus  ad  nofologiain  method!  cam,  feu  fy« 
nopfis  nofologis  methodicae,  in  ilium  ftudiofo- 
rum,  audore  Gullielmo  Cullen,  M.  D.  et  in  aca¬ 
demia  Edinburgena  profeffore,  editio  nova,  juxta 
fecundam  ill.  Culeni  in  quatuor  partes,  Edinburg! 
anno  1772  editam,  nunc  quinta  parte  auda,  fcil- 
licet  fyilemate  morborum  fymptomatico,  A. 
B.  M.  Sager  propofito.  4to,  Amfteiodami. 

Andres  Piqueri  archiatri,  praxis  medica  ad 
ufum  fcholae  Valentins.  Andlelodami  in  8vo. 

Adverfaria  medica,  audore  j.  D.  Metzger, 
Med.  Dodo  re,  Cels.  Com.  Bonth.  Steinf.  couiil. 
Aulic.  et  Archiatro,  comito.  Steinf.  phyfieo  or- 
din. ;  continent  chirurgica,  phyfiologica,  pradica. 
8 vo,  Trajedi  ad  Mofam. 

Diflertationes  medicae  quas  ex  audoritate  re- 
verendi  admodum  viri  Gulielmi  Robertfon,  SS. 
T.  P.  Academiae  Edinburgenae  Praefedi  \  nec 
non  ampliiliini  fenatus  academici  confenfu  et  no- 
biliffimae  facultatis  medicae  decreto ;  pro  gradu 
dodoratus,  fummifque  in  medicina  honoribus  et 
privilegiis  rite  et  legitime  confequendis  j  erudito- 
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rum  examini  fubjecerunt,  Prid.  Id.  Septemb. 
1776, 

Jacobus  Wood,  Britaanus,  De  actione  et  u- 

> 

fa  emeticorum. 

Joannes  Heathfield  Hickes,  Britannus,  De  na- 
tura  et  ufa  epifpafticorum. 

Joannes  Tailour,  ex  Infula  Sandi  Chriftophe- 
ri,  De  cynanche  gangrenofa. 

Joannes  Shepherd,  Scotus,  De  pneumonia. 

Thomas  Clerk,  Scoto-Britannus,  De  hydro- 
cephalo. 

Samuel  Graham,  Scoto-Britannus,  De  go-* 
norrhoea  virulenta. 

1 

Samuel  Nicol,  Americanus,  De  arthritide, 

Samuel  Daniel,  Britannus,  De  idero. 

Jofiah  Gibbons,  Georgienfis,  De  quibufdam 
puerperarum  tnorbis. 

Guiielmus  Holland,  Britannus,  De  cynanche 
tonhllario 
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Non  ut  diu  vivas  curandum  eft,  fed  ut  fads.  Nam  ut  diu  vivas 
fato  opus  eft,  ut  fatis  animo.  Longa  eft  vita  ft  plena  eft.  Quid  ilium 
oflaginta  anni juvant  per  inertiam  exa<fti  ?  Non  vixit  ifte,  fed  in  vita 
moratuseft;  nec  fero  mortuus  eft,  fed  diu.  Seneca. 
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I. 

Difiertatio  Chmicci  de  Acido  Saccharic  Audore 
johanne  Afzelio  Arvidflon.  ^to,  Upfaliac. 

U  G  A  R  being  very  defervedly  confidered 
Cj  as  an  effential  fait,  no  perfon,  it  is  proba¬ 
ble,  will  doubt  of  its  containing  an  acid  of  one 
kind  or  another ;  and  this  we  are  informed  by 
our  author  may,  in  a  cryftalline  form,  be  obtain¬ 
ed  from  it  by  the  following  procefs. 

S  2 
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1.  To  an  ounce  of  the  fined  white  fugar  in 
powder,  in  a  retort  with  a  neck,  add  three  oun¬ 
ces  of  drong  fpirit  of  nitre. 

2.  1  he  tolution  being  dnifhed,  and  the  phlo- 
gidon  of  the  fpirit  of  nitre  moftly  exhaled,  let  a 
receiver  be  properly  fitted  to  the  retort,  and  lu¬ 
ted,  and  the  hquor  then  made  to  bod  gently. 


3.  When  the  fo’ution  has  obtained  a  browmfh 
colour,  add  three  ounces  more  of  fpirit  of  nitre, 
and  let  the  ebullition  be  continued  till  the  fumes 

r  *  '•*  •  I  ;  }  •  » 

of  the  acid  are  aimed  gone. 

4.  The  liquor  being  at  length  emptied  into  a 
larger  veifel,  and  expofed  to  a  proper  degree  of 
cold,  quadrangular  prifmatic  cry  dais  are  ohferved 
to  form  ;  which,  being  colluded  and  dried  on  foft 
paper,  are  found  to  weigh  about  log  grains. 

5.  The  remaining  liquid  being  again  boiled  in 
the  fame  retort,  with  two  ounces  of  trefh  fpirit  of 
nitre,  till  the  red  vapours  begin  to  difappear  ;  and 
being  then  in  the  fame  manner  expofed  to  crydal- 
lize,  about  43  grains  of  {aline  fprculae  are  ob- 

j 

tained. 


6.  To  the  liquor  that  dill  remains,  about  two 

* 

ounces  more  of  fpirit  of  nitre  being  added,  and 

afterwards 
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afterwards  the  whole  being,  both  by  boiling  and 
evaporation,  reduced  to  a  dry  tnafs,  a  brown,  fa- 
line,  gelatinous  kind  of  fubftance  is  produced, 
which,  when  thoroughly  dry,  is  found  to  weigh 
about  half  a  dram. 

In  the  fame  manner  a  fimilar  acid,  we  are  told, 
may  be  obtained  from  different  faccharine  fub- 
ftances,  as  gum  arable,  honey,  &c.  ;  but  from 
ndne  in  fuch  quantities,  or  fo  pure,  as  from  fine 
fugar. 

This  fait  appears  to  poffefs  fome  qualities 
peculiar  to  itfelf,  and  others  in  common  with 
faline  fubftances  in  general. 

v  .  .  ..  1  ' 

1.  It  is  endued  with  a  remarkably  {harp  tafte, 
about  twenty  grains  of  it  giving  a  confiderable 
degree  of  acidity  to  a  large  tankard  of  water, 

i 

2.  It  produces  a  red  colour  on  being  added  to 
any  of  the  blue  vegetable  infufions,  that  of  indigo 
only  excepted. 

3.  It  produces  an  effervefcence  on  being  added 
to  fuch  alkaline,  earthy,  or  metallic  fubftances, 
as  happen  to  be  combined  with  the  vitriolic  acid. 

4.  This  fait  may  be  diffolved  in  its  own  weight 

S  3  of 
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of  boiling  diflllled  water  ;  the  liquor,  when  cold, 
however,  depofits  large  quantities  of  cryftais  of 
different  forms. 

5.  Thefe  cryflals  can  be  combined  with  ail  the 
different  acids,  viz.  the  vitriolic,  nitrous,  marine, 
and  acetous. 

6.  One  hundred  parts  of  boiling  fpirits  of  wine$ 
diffolve  about  fifty-fix  of  thefe  fatcharine  cryflals, 
but  not  more  than  forty  when  not  fo  warm.  A 
folution  thus  obtained  foon  becomes  turbid,  and 

depofits  a  mucous  fediment,  of  about  the  40th 
part  of  the  weight  of  all  the  acid  made  ufe  of. 
When  cold,  irregular  fcaly  cryflals  are  obtained 
fro  m  it,  which,  when  thoroughly  dry,  become 
perfectly  white. 

With  rectified  fpirits  of  wine,  and  thefe  faccha- 
rine  crystals,  aether  may  be  formed  ;  which  differs, 
however,  from  common  aether,  in  its  not  being 
eafily  fet  on  fire,  without  being  previoufly  heated, 
and,  when  on  fire,  it  burns  with  a  blue  in  place 
of  a  white  flame. 

7.  Vitriolic  aether  diffolves  with  difficulty  the 
acid  of  fugar. 

8.  It  combines  both  with  the  effentia!  and  ex- 

preffed 
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prcfled  oils  ;  but,  by  a  ftrong  fire,  can  be  eafily 
feparated  from  either. 

9.  Being  expofed  to  a  gentle  heat,  in  a  final! 
retort  fitted  to  a  receiver,  about  three  tenths  of 
the  whole  quantity  comes  over  in  the  form  of 
water ;  and,  by  an  intenfe  heat,  it  melts,  and  a 
faline  white  cruft  is  fublitned,  leaving  in  the  re¬ 
tort  a  dark  grey  mafs  of  about  the  fifth  part  of  the 
weight  of  the  cryftals  made  ufe  of.  This  refidu- 
tnn  has  an  empyreumatic  fmell,  gives  a  dark  co¬ 
lour  to  concentrated  fpirit  of  vitriol,  a  yellow  ' 
tinge  to  fpirit  of  nitre,  but  is  diffolved  by  the  ma¬ 
rine  acid,  without  occafioning  any  alteration  in  its. 
appearance.  Ihe  fublimed  fait  eafily  recovers 
the  cryftalline  form,  and  does  not  appear  to  be 
in  any  refpeft  changed  by  the  operation,  further 
than  in  having  become  more  pure.  The  liquor 
contained  in  the  receiver  occafions  a  precipitation 
on  being  added  to  lime-water  ;  and,  on  feparating 
the  receiver  from  the  retort,  a  vaft  quantity  of  an 
elaftic  vapour  rallies  out,  of  a  pungent  empyreu¬ 
matic  odour.  About  ioo  cubic  inches  of  fuch 
air  may  be  obtained  from  half  an  ounce  of  the 
cryftals. 

J 

The  acid  of  fugar  being  a  fecond  time  fubmit- 
ted  to  a  fu binning  procefs,  white  fumes  are  fent 
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over,  which,  when  cold,  appear  to  be  an  acid 
glaffy-coloured  liquor,  but  which  cannot  be  again 
cryftallized.  Such  parts  of  the  falts  as  adhere  to 
the  Tides  and  necks  of  the.  veffels,  do  not  appear 
to  be  in  the  lead:  changed  by  the  procefs.  Thefe, 
when  expofed  a  third  time  to  fublimation,  pro* 
duced  inch  eladic  vapours  as  burft  the  receiver. 

Alkali  Vegetabile  8accharaium.—CAy$Ldl\s  can 
fcarcely  be  obtained  from  acid  of  fugar  exaftly 
faturated  with  the  vegetable  alkali  ;  but  are  eafilv 
procured  by  making  either  the  acid  or  alkali 
preponderate  in  the  mixture. 

Alkali  Miner  ale  S&ccharatum,— Two  parts  of 
lately  formed  mineral  alkali,  combined  with  one 
of  acid  of  fugar,  produces  a  fait  very  difficult 
of  fohition. 

* 

t 

Alkali  Volatile  Sac  char  alum. -—Six  parts  of  a 
pure  volatile  alkali,  can  be  faturated  with  one  of 
the  acid  of  fugar  ;  and  the  mixture,  on  evapora¬ 
tion,  affords  a  quadrangular  prifmatic  fait. 

Calx  Saccharata — Lime  is  fo  flrongly  attrac¬ 
ted  by  the  acid  of  fugar,  as  to  be  feparated  from 
it  by  no  other  mentis  than  the  intervention  of 

a 


t 


C  O  M  M  E  N  T  A  R  I  E  S. 


261 


a  drong  beat.  From  this  circumdance,  the  utility 
of  lime  in  the  purification  of  fugar  becomes  evi¬ 
dent  ;  for,  in  the  juice  of  the  fugar-cane,  there  is 
fuch  a  fuperabundancy  of  acid,  as  efFeftually  pre¬ 
vents  its  concretion,  till  that  faline  matter  is  at 
leaft  in  part  deffroyed  ;  and  nothing  has  hitherto 
been  found  fo  effeftual  in  that  refpeft  as  lime, 
which,  by  combining  with  the  acid,  either  carries 
it  to  the  bottom  of  the  boiler,  or  to  the  top,  from 
whence  it  is  eafily  fkimmed  off.  From  lime  being 
ufed  in  confiderable  quantities  in  the  purification 
of  fugar,  many  have  imagined,  that  large  por¬ 
tions  of  it  remain  even  in  the  fined  fugar.  This 
opinion,  however,  our  author  afferts  to  be  erro¬ 
neous,  as  the  drifted  analyfis  has  never  been  a» 
ble  to  deteft  the  fmalled  particle  of  lime  in  puri¬ 
fied  fugar. 

Terra  fonder  oJ> 'a fac  char  at  a, — The  acid  of  fu¬ 
gar  being  faturated  with  any  of  the  heavier  earths, 
immediately  depofits  a  quantity  of  pellucid  angu¬ 
lar  crydals,  fcarcely  foluble  in  water. 

Magnefia  faccharata . — The  acid  of  fugar  dif- 
folves  magnefia,  and  from  the  folution  may  be 

1 

obtained  a  neutral  fait,  in  the  form  of  a  white 
powder,  which,  unlefs  the  acid  prevailed,  is  nei¬ 
ther  foluble  in  w7ater  norfpiritof  wrine.  Magne¬ 
fia 
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fia  feems  to  have  a  dronger  affinity  to  the  acid 
of  fugar  than  any  of  the  alkaline  falts  ;  hence  any 
of  the  latter  may  he  feparated  from  it  by  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  magnefia. 

Argilla  faccharata.— Forty^two  parts  of  the 
earth  of  allurn  properly  purified,  may,  by  dige- 
ftion,  be  diffolved  in  53  of  acid  of  fugar  5  the  fo- 
lution  on  evaporation  does  not  afford  cryftals,  but 
a  yellow  pellucid  mafs,  of  a  fweetifh,.  and  fome- 
what  aflringent  tade,  which,  in  a  moift  air,  liqui¬ 
fies,  and  thereby  receives  two  thirds  of  addition 
in  weight. 

\ 

Aurum  fac  char  atum.—Q old  is  not,  even  by  di- 
geftion,  affe&ed  by  the  acid  of  fugar  ;  but,  being 
precipitated  by  a  fixed  alkali,  and  afterwards 
thoroughly  wafhed  in  warm  water,  it  is  then  ren¬ 
dered  black  by  it,  though  not  entirely  diffolvecb 
Neither  is  platina  diffolved  in  this  acid,  unlefs 
previoufly  precipitated  by  a  fixed  alkali.  In  the 
fame  manner  too,  though  fiber  it  fell  is  not  falli¬ 
ble  in  the  acid  of  fugar,  yet  it  comes  to  be  acted 
upon  by  it,  when  precipitated  by  an  alkali. 

Hydrargyrus  Jaccharatus.— Quickfilver  is  not 
in  the  lead  affe&ed  by  this  faccharine  acid,  un= 
lefs  previoufly  deprived  of  its  phlogifton  ;  in  which 
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(late  it  becomes  foluble  in  it  ;  and,  from  a  folution 
formed  by  the  two,  is  obtained  a  whitifh  powder, 
not  foluble  in  water,  unlefs  the  acid  had  prevail¬ 
ed.  Lead ,  digefted  in  the  acid  of  fugar,  is  ren¬ 
dered  black,  but  not  diflolved  by  it,  unlefs  pre- 
vioufly  calcined ;  and  Copper  is  confiderably  af¬ 
fected  by  it,  but  becomes  more  foluble  in  it,  by 
being  previoufiy  precipitated  by  an  alkali. 

Ferrum  faccharatum. — Iron  is  quickly  diffolved 
in  the  acid  of  fugar,  and  affords,  on  evaporation, 
prifmatic  yellow-coloured  cryftals,  which  are  ea« 
fiiy  foluble  in  water.  Fifty-five  parts  of  the  acid 
diffolve  forty-five  of  iron. 

Stannum  faccharatum. — Tin,  digefled  in  the  a- 
cid  of  fugar,  with  the  affifttnce  of  heat,  turns 
fir  ft  black,  and  is  afterwards  covered  with  a  grey- 
ifh-coloured  powder ;  the  calx  often  is  alfo  fo¬ 
luble  in  the  fame  acid.  Bifmuth  and  arfenic  are  both 
foluble  in  this  acid,  as  is  likewife  cobalt ;  cobalt, 
diffolved  in  it,  yields  a  quantity  of  yellow-coloured 
cryftals,  which,  as  they  contain  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  acid,  are  readily  foluble  in  water.  By 
the  addition  of  common  fait  to  a  foiution  of  this 
kind,  a  fympathetic  ink  may  be  obtained.  Zinc 
is  foluble  in  the  faccharine  acid,  as  is  likewife,  in 

fome 
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foaie  degree,  the  calx  and  glafs  of  antimony  ;  re- 
gulus  of  antimony  is  only  rendered  black  by  it. 

Acidi  facchari  attradiones  eledivae* — The 
affinity  of  acid  of  fugar  with  other  bodies,  appears 
by  experiment  to  Hand  in  the  following  or¬ 
der.  It  unites  mod  readily  with  lime  ;  then 
follow  the  heavier  kinds  of  earths,  magnefia,  ve¬ 
getable  alkali,  mineral  alkali,  volatile  alkali,  and, 
jaftly,  clays. 

Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  differtation,  our 
author  obferves,  that,  by  fome,  it  may,  perhaps, 
be  imagined,  that  the  acid  of  nitre,  made  ufe  of 
in  thefe  experiments,  may  have  a  confiderable 
ihare  in  the  produ&ion  of  what  he  has  termed 
the  acid  of  fugar.  But,  although  he  acknow¬ 
ledges,  that  this  acid  cannot  in  any  way  be  obtain¬ 
ed  but  by  the  affntance  of  fpirit  of  nitre  ;  yet 
he  is  thoroughly  convinced,  that  it  does  not  in 
any  degree  enter  into  its  compohtion. 
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II. 

Experiments  and  Ohfervations  in  an  heated  Room . 
By  Charles  Blagden,  M.D.F.  II.  S.  Vi dcPhi- 
lofophical  Rranfacdions ,  Vol.  LXV.  4/0,  London. 

4LTHOUGH  different  circumflances  have 
prevented  us  from  giving,  as  early  as  we 
could  have  wifhed,  an  analyfis  of  the  paper  now 
before  us,  and  although  the  fads  which  it  con- 

t 

tains  have  been  much  the  fubjed  of  converfa- 
tion,  yet,  we  prefume,  that  the  following  account 
of  it  will  not  now  be  unacceptable  to  any  of  our 
readers  who  do  not  poffefs  the  original  work. 

Dodor  Boerhaave,  from  a  fingle  experiment 
or  two,  having  long  ago  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim, 
that  no  living  animal  can  long  fupport  a  degree 

of  heat  much  above  that  of  its  own  temperature, 

* 

the  opinion,  till  of  late,  was  fcarcely  controvert¬ 
ed  by  any  one.  It  now  appears,  however,  from 
the  refult  of  many  reiterated  experiments,  that 
animals  can  live  with  eafe  in  fuch  high  degrees  of 
heat,  as  fome  time  ago  would  have  been  thought 
more  than  enough  for  foon  putting  a  period  to 
their  exigence.  Several  experiments  on  this 
fubjed  were  made  fome  time  ago  in  France  ; 
thofe  here  related  by  Dr  Blagden,  were  fet  on 
foot  and  carried  on  by  Dr  Fordyce  of  London, 

who, 
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who,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will,  fome  time  or  other, 
communicate,  in  a  more  ample  manner,  the  refults 
of  them  to  the  public. 

Dodtor  Cullen  long  ago  fuggefted  feveral  ar¬ 
guments  to  fliow,  that  life  itfelf  has  a  power  of 
generating  heat,  independent  of  any  chemical  or 
mechanical  means  ;  for,  before  his  time,  the  re¬ 
ceived  opinions  were,  that  the  heat  of  animals  a  - 
rofe  either  from  fridtion  or  fermentation.  The 
Dodtor  likewife,  we  are  informed,  is  of  opinion, 
that  animals  are  pofleffed  of  a  power  of  genera¬ 
ting  cold,  whenever  the  heat  of  the  atmofphere 
exceeds  the  proper  temperature  of  their  bodies. 
Governor  Ellis,  in  the  year  1758,  obferved,  that 
a  man  can  live  in  air  of  a  greater  heat  than  that 
of  his  body,  and  that  the  body  in  this  fituation  con¬ 
tinues  at  its  ufual  temperature.  The  Abbe  Chappe 
d’  Auteroche  informs  us, that  the  Ruffians  ufe  their 
baths  heated  to  6o°  of  Reaumur’s  thermometer, 
about  1600  of  Fahrenheit’s,  without  taking  no¬ 
tice,  however,  of  the  heat  of  their  bodies  when 
bathing.  With  a  view  to  add  further  evidence  to 
thefe  extraordinary  facts,  and  to  afeertain  the 
real  effedts  of  fuch  great  degrees  of  heat  on  the 
human  body,  Doctor  Fordyce  tried  the  follow¬ 
ing  experiments.  He  procured  a  fuite  of  rooms, 
of  which  the  hotted  was  heated  by  flues  in  the 
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floor,  and  by  pouring  upon  it  boiling  water  ;  and 
the  fecond  was  heated  by  the  fame  flues,  which 
palled  through  its  floor  to  the  third.  The  firft 
room  was  nearly  circular,  about  ten  or  twelve 
feet  in  diameter  and  height,  and  covered  with  a 
dome,  in  the  top  of  which  was  a  fmall  window. 
The  fecond  and  third  rooms  were  fquare,  and 
both  furnifhed  with  a  fky-light.  There  was  no 
chimney  in  thefe  rooms,  nor  any  vent  for  the 
air,  excepting  through  crevices  at  the  door.  In 
the  firft  room  were  placed  three  thermometers  ; 
one  in  the  hotted  part  of  it,  another  in  the  cool 
eft  part,  and  a  third  on  the  table,  to  be  ufed  oc- 
cafionaliy  in  the  courfe  of  the  experiment. 

Experiment  1/?,  In  the  fir  ft  room  the  higheft 
thermometer  flood  at  120°,  the  lowed  at  jio°. 
In  the  fecond  room  the  heat  was  from  90°  to 
85° ;  and  the  third  room  felt  moderately  hot, 
while  the  external  air  was  below  the  freezing 

o 

point.  About  three  hours  after  breakfaft,  Dr 
Fordyce  having  taken  oft  all  his  cloaths,  except  his 
fhirt,  in  the  third  room,  and  being  furnifhed  with 
wooden  fhoes,  tied  on  with  lift,  entered  into  the 
iecond  room,  and  (laid  five  minutes  in  a  heat 
of  po°,  when  he  began  to  fweat  gently.  He  then 
entered  the  firft  room,  and  flood  in  the  part  heat¬ 
ed 
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cd  to  no0 ;  in  about  half  a  minute  his  fhirt  be« 
came  fo  wet  that  he  was  obliged  to  throw  it  a- 
fide,  and  then  the  water  poured  down  in  dreams 
over  his .  whole  body.  Having  remained  ten 
minutes  in  this  heat  of  i  io°,  he  removed  to  the 
part  of  the  room  heated  to  i  200 ;  and,  after  (fay¬ 
ing  there  twenty  minutes,  he  found  that  the  ther¬ 
mometer  placed  under  his  tongue,  and  held  in 
his  hand,  flood  juft  at  ioo°,  and  that  his  urine 
was  of  the  fame  temperature.  His  pulfe  had 
gradually  rifen  till  it  made  145  pulfations  in  a 
minute.  The  external  circulation  was  greatly 
increafed,  the  veins  had  become  very  large,  and 
an  univerfal  rednefs  had  diftufed  itielf  over  the 
body,  attended  with  a  flrong  feeling  of  neat  ;  his 
refpiration,  however,  was  but  little  a  fie  bled.  Here 
Dr  Fordyce  remarks,  that  the  moifture  of  his 
fkin  moft  probably  proceeded  chiefly  from  the 
eondenfation  of  the  vapour  in  the  room  upon  his 
bodv.  He  concluded  this  experiment  in  the  fe- 
cond  room,  by  plunging  into  water  heated  to 
200°,  and,  after  bemg  wiped  dry,  was  carried 
home  in  a  chair  ;  but  the  circulation  did  not  fub- 
fide  for  two  hours,  after  which  he  walked  out 
in  the  open  air,  and  icarcely  felt  the  cold. 

Exfe* 
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Experiment  2  d.  In  the  fir  ft  room  the  thermo¬ 
meter  varied  from  1 3  20  to  1 30° ;  the  ioweft  flood 
at  119°.  Doctor  Fordyce  having  undrefled  in  an 
adjoining  chamber,  went  into  the  heat  o-  1 1 9; 
in  half  a  minute  the  water  poured  down  m 
ftreams  over  his  whole  body,  fo  as  to  keep  that 
part  of  the  floor  where  he  flood  conftantiy  wet. 
Having  remained  there  fifteen  minutes,  he  went 
into  the  heat  of  130° •  at  this  time  the  heat  of 
his  body  was  ioo°,  and  his  pulfe  beat  126  times 
in  a  minute.  While  the  Dodlor  flood  m  this 
fttuation,  he  ordered  a  Florence  flafk  to  be 
brought  in,  filled  with  water  heated  to  ioo°,  and 
a  dry  cloth,  with  which  he  wiped  the  furface  of 
the  flafiv  quite  dry ;  but  it  immediately  became 
wet  again,  and  ftreams  of  water  poured  down  its 
fides,  which  continued  till  the  heat  of  the  water 
within  had  rifen  to  1220,  at  which  time  the  Doc¬ 
tor  went  out  of  the  room,  after  having  remained 
fifteen  minutes  in  an  heat  of  130°.  Juft  before 
leaving  the  room,  his  pulfe  made  139  beats  in  a 
minute  ;  but  the  heat  under  his  tongue,  in  his 
hand,  and  of  his  urine,  did.  not  exceed  ioo°. 
Here  DoCior  Fordyce  obferves,  that,  as  there  was 
no  evaporation,  but  conftantiy  a  condensation  of 
vapour  on  his  body,  no  cold  was  generated  but 
Vol.  IV.  T  by 
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by  the  animal  powers.  The  Doctor  dreffed  him-* 
felf  at  the  concluhon  of  the  experiment,  in  a  room 
where  the  thermometer  flood  at  43°,  and  i me¬ 
diately  went  out  into  the  open  air,  without  feel¬ 
ing  the  lead  inconvenience ;  on  which  he  re-, 
marks,  that  the  tranfition  from  very  great  heat 
to  cold,  is  not  fo  hurtful  as  might  be  expected, 
becaufe  the  external  circulation  is  fo  excited  as 
not  to  be  readily  overcome  by  the  cold. 

Dr  Fordyce  has  fince  had  occafion,  in  making 
other  experiments,  to  go  frequently  into  a  much 
greater  heat,  where  the  air  was  dry,  and  to  flay 
there  a  much  'anger  time,  without  being  affec¬ 
ted  nearly  fo  much,  for  which  he  affigns  two 
reafons  ;  that  dry  air  does  not  communicate  its 
heat  Ike  air  fate  rated  with  n  oiffure,  and  that 
the  evaporat  on  from  the  body,  which  takes  place 
when  the  air  is  dry,  alibis  its  living  powers  in 
producing  cold. 

In  a  third  experiment,  at  which  were  prefent, 
along  with  Dr  For  yce,  the  honourable  Captain 
Phips,  Mr  Banks,  DrSoiander,  and  Dr  Blagcien, 
the  room  made  uie  of  was  an  oblong  fquare, 
14  feet  by  12  in  length  and  width,  and  11  in 
height ;  it  was  heated  by  a  round  ftove  or  cockle, 
of  call  iron,  which  flood  in  the  middle,  with  a 
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tube  for  the  frnoke,  carried  from  it  through  one 
of  the  fide- walls.  On  tirft  entering  the  room, 
the  mercury,  in  a  thermometer  which  had  been 
fufpended  there,  flood  above  the  150th  degree. 
In  this  heat  the  gentlemen  remained  upwards  oi 
twenty  minutes,  and  returned  again  fome  hours 
thereafter,  when  the  heat  was  in  created  to  the 
198th  degree.  As  it  was  found,  however,  that 
the  heat  loon  diminifhed  by  f  >  many  people  be¬ 
ing  admitted  at  the  fame  time,  it  was  agreed  that 
only  one  perfon  fhould  go  in  at  a  time.  Soon 
afterwards  Dr  Solander  entered  the  room  alone, 
when  the  mercury  flood  at  210°,  but,  during 
three  minutes  that  he  remained  in  it,  it  funk  to 
196°.  Mr  Banks  doled  the  whole,  by  going  m 
when  the  thermometer  flood  above  2ii°.  irle 
remained  feven  minutes,  in  which  time  the  quick- 
filver  had  funk  to  198°.  T  he  air  heated  to  thefe 
high  degrees  felt,  unpleafantly  hot,  but  was  very 
bearable  ;  the  moft  uneafy  feeling  was  a  fenfe  of 
fcorching  in  the  face  and  legs  ;  the  legs  particu¬ 
larly  fuffered  very  much,  by  being  expofed  more 
fully  than  any  other  part  to  the  body  of  the  (love, 
heated  red  hot  by  the  fire  within.  The  refpira- 
tion  was  not  at  all  affected;,  it- became  neither 
quick  nor  laborious ;  the  only  difference  was,  the 
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want  of  that  refrefhing  fenfation  which  always 
accompanies  a  full  infpiration  of  cool  air.  Mr 
Banks  fweated  profufely,  hup  no  one  elfe. 
The  moft  fir  iking  effects  that  occurred,  fays  Dr 
Blagden,  proceeded  from  our  power  of  pre- 
ferving  our  natural  temperature,  although  placed 
in  a  degree  of  heat  greatly  fuperior  to  it.  When¬ 
ever  they  breathed  on  a  thermometer,  the  quick- 
filver  funk  feveral  degrees.  Every  expiration,  e- 
fpeciallyif  made  with  any  degree  of  violence,  gave 
a  very  pleafant  iinpreflion  ofcoolnefs  to  the  nob 
trils  ;  in  the  fame  manner  too,  breathing  on  the 
fingers  cooled  them  agreeably  ;  and  Dr  Blagden 
obferves,  that,  on  touching  his  fide,  it  felt  cold  like 
a  corpfe,  and  yet  the  actual  heat  of  his  body  was 
98°,  about  a  degree  higher  than  its  ordinary  tem¬ 
perature.  The  gentlemen  who  had  been  the  fub- 
jedts  of  thefe  experiments,  felt  no  difagreeable  ef¬ 
fects  from  them,  farther  than  a  fhaking  of  the 
hands,  with  fome  degree  of  languor  and  debility; 
which  however  foon  went  off. 

Ina  fubfequeut  paper, in  the  fame  volume  of  the 
Tranfadtions,  we  are  told  by  Dr  Blagden,  that,  in 
fome  other  experiments  cm  the  fame  fubjedt,  Dr 
Fordyce  and  he  had  found,  that  even  the  260th 
degree  of  Fahrenheit’s  thermometer  could  befub- 

mltted 


273 


COMMENTARIES. 

mitted  to  with  tolerable  eafe  ;  fever al  gentlemen 
having,  at  different  times,  gone  into  the  room 
heated  to  that  degree.  And,  in  order  more  clear¬ 
ly  to  evince  the  fallacy  of  Boerhaave’s  experi¬ 
ment,  with  refpedt  to  the  effe&s  of  fuch  high  de¬ 
grees  of  heat  on  animals,  a  bitch,  weighing  32 
pounds,  was  fhut  up  in  the  heated  room,  when 
the  thermometer  flood  at  220°.  She  remainedin 
it  half  an  hour  $  and,  although  the  heat  during  that 
time  had  rifen  to  the  236th  degree,  the  animal 
{hewed  no  other  uneafinefs  than  panting  and 
holding  out  its  tongue,  appeared  perfectly  brifk 
and  lively  on  getting  into  the  cold  air,  and  remain¬ 
ed  fo  at  the  time  the  paper  was  wrote,  being 
more  than  a  month  from  the  time  the  experi¬ 
ment  was  made.  To  prove,  fays  Dr  Rlagden,  that 
there  was  no  fallacy  in  the  degree  of  heat  fhewn 
by  the  thermometer,  but  that  the  air  which  we 
breathed  was  capable  of  producing  all  the  well- 
known  effects  of  fuch  ail  heat  on  inanimate  matter, 
we  put  feme  eggs  and  a  beef-flake  upon  a  tin 
frame,  placed  near  the  flandard  thermometer, 
and  farther  diftant  from  the  cockle  than  from  the 
wall  of  the  room.  In  about  twenty  minutes  the 
eggs  were  roaflcd  quite  hard,  and  in  47  minutes 
the  flake  was  not  only  dreffed,  but  aimed  dry. 

T  3  Another 
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Another  beef-ftake  was  rather  overdone  in  35 

minutes. 

Two  fimilar  earthen  veffels,  one  containing 
pure  water,  and  the  other  an  equal  quantity  of 
the  fame  water,  with  a  b  t  of  wax,  were  put  up¬ 
on  a  piece  of  wood  in  the  heated  room.  In  one 

X 

hour  and  an  half,  the  pure  water  was  heated  to 
1 1 40  of  the  thermometer,  whilft  that  with  the 
wax  had  acquired  an  heat  of  1520,  part  of  the 
wax  having  melted  and  formed  a  film  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water,  which  prevented  the  evapora¬ 
tion.  The  pure  waiter  never  came  near  the  boil¬ 
ing  point,  but  continued  fiationary  above  an  hour, 
at  a  much  lower  degree  ;  a  fmall  quantity  of  oil 
was  then  dropped  into  it,  as  had  before  been 
done  to  that  with  the  wax  ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  the  water  in  both  came  at  length  to  boil 
very  brilkly.  A  faturated  folution  of  fait  water 
put  into  the  room,  was  found  to  heat  more  quick¬ 
ly,  and  to  a  higher  degree  than  pure  water,  pro^ 
bably  becaufe  it  evaporated  lefs  ;  but  it  could  not 
be  brought  to  boil  till  oil  was  added,  by  means 
of  which,  it  came  into  a  brilk  ebullition,  and  con- 
fequentiy  had  acquired  an  heat  of  2^0°.  Perhaps 
no  experiments  hitherto  made  furnilh  more  re¬ 
markable  inftances  of  the  cooling  effedfc  of  evapo¬ 
ration 
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ration  than  thefe  lad  fafts;  a  power  which  now  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  much  greater  than  has  been  common* 
ly  fufpe&ed. 


III. 

Experiments  on  Water  obtained  from  the  melted  Ice 
of  Sea-water ,  to  afcertain  whether  it  be  frefh 
Or  not ;  and  to  determine  its  fpecific  gravity  with 
refped  to  other  Water . — *Alfo  experiments  to 
find  the  degree  of  cold ,  in  which  Sea-water  be¬ 
gins  to  freeze ,  By  Mr  Edward  Nairne.— Vide 
Phil.  TranfaEtions ,  Vol.  I-.XVI.4t0,  London. 

IT  having  been  fuggeded,  in  a  convention  at 
which  Mr  Nairne  was  prefent,  that  the  ice  of 
fea-water  is  not  frefh  ;  and  that,  if  the  ice  found 
near  the  poles  be  really  fo,  it  mud  probably  be  the 
ice  of  frefh  water,  difeharged  from  large  rivers  in 

thofe  parts  ;  in  order  to  afcertain  the  matter,  he  in- 

\  ■ 

dituted  feveral  experiments.  Thefe  experiments 
ferved  at  the  fame  time  to  determine  the  difference 
of  gravity  between  the  water  obtained  from  melted 
ice  of  fea-water,  and  of  fea-water  itfdf,  and  for 
finding  the  degree  of  cold,  in  which  the  latter  be- 

^  4  gins 
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gins  to  freeze.  The  water  made  ufe  of  in  thefe 
experiments  was  taken  up  off  the  north  Fore* 
land. 

On  the  27th  January  177 d,  at  ten  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  ajar  3^  inches  in  diameter,  and  6 f 
inches  deep,  was  filled  with  fea-water,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  open  air,  the  thermometer  (landing 
at  1 50.  On  taking  it  in  next  day  at  noon,  it  was 
found  frozen  very  hard,  except  a  very  little  at 
the  bot:om,  which  remained  quite  fluid  ;  it  was 
then  fet  by  a  (love  of  56°  to  thaw.  When  the 
jar  had  continued  in  that  degree  of  heat,  about 
eight  hours,  the  ice  was  found  to  meafure  about 
34  inches  in  length,  and  two  in  diameter.  In  or* 
der  to  clear  it  from  any  of  the  brine  that  might 
adhere  to  it,  it  was  wa(hed  in  a  peal  of  pump  water, 
and  then  fet  in  a  fieve  to  drain  off  the  water  it 
had  been  w allied  in.  On  the  29th  of  January, 
the  before*inentioned  ice  was  fet  in  a  bafin  in  a 
heat  of  46°,  in  which  it  continued  nine  hours 
before  the  whole  was  difiolvcd  ;  the  bulb  of  a 
thermometer  reded  on  the  ice  during  the  time  of 
the  folution,  and  continued  without  variation  at 
3 20.  The  water  thus  obtained,  was  to  the  palate 
perfe&ly  free  from  any  tade  of  fait. 

* 
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In  order  to  afcertain  the  comparative  gravity 
of  this  water,  a  bottle  was  filled  with  it  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  mark  in  its  neck,  which  was  very  narrow,  and 
the  bottle  fo  filled  was  carefully  weighed.  The 
fame  bottle  was  afterwards  weighed,  filled  to  the 
fame  mark  in  its  neck,  with  fea-water,  and  other 
waters  fucceffively,  which  were  all  brought  to 
the  fame  degree  of  heat  by  a  thermometer.  The 
refults  were, 

Grains. 


Water  obtained  from  melted  ice  of  fea- 

water  .  ,  .  j  6  f  4 

Diftilled  rain  water  .  .  1612 

Water,  confuting  of  rain  and  fnow  waters  1615 
Sea-water  .  .  .  .  1655 

Refiduum  of  fea-water,  from  which  the 

ice  before-mentioned  had  been  taken  1659 


To  find  the  degree  of  cold  in  which  fea-water 
begins  to  freeze,  the  following  experiments  were 
made.  There  was  expofed  to  the  open  air,  a  decan. 
ter  filled  with  fea-water,  in  which  a  thermometer 
was  fufpended,  the  bulb  of  which  reached  to  the 
middle  of  the  wideft  part  of  the  decanter  ;  a 
jelly-glafs,  filled  with  the  fame  water,  in  which 
alfo  a  thermometer  was  put,  reding  on  the  bot¬ 
tom,  was  placed  in  the  fame  expofure.  The  refult 
may  be  feen  in  the  following  table. 


January 

**  j 
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Decanter, 
Jelly  glafs, 
Decanter, 
Jelly  glafs, 


Decanter, 
Jelly  glafs, 

Decanter, 
Jelly  glafs, 
Decanter, 
Jelly  glafs, 


Decanter, 


Decanter, 


Decanter, 
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January  29.  177 6. 


Time. 

Immerfed 

Therm. 

Therm,  in 

tbeopen  air 

h  ' 

11  30  A.M. 

1 9 

12  0 

33 

1 9 

2S  to  28. s 

n  is 

31 

19 

S.s 

12  20 

30 

19 

28.5 

12  3® 

29 

28. 5 

19 

1  0  P.  M. 

a?  s 

*9 

I  IS 

28.5 

19 

4  © 

28,5 

19 

Effects,  &c. 


A  number  of  beautiful  fea¬ 
thered  cryftals  appeared  in 
the  jelly  glafs  ;  they  began 
to  fhoot  from  the  top,  which 
was  covered  with  ice,  to¬ 
wards  the  bottom;  when 
they  reached  it,  the  ther¬ 
mometer  rofe  immediately 
from  2$  to  28.5. 

Ice  began  to  form  in  the  de¬ 
canter,  though  hardly  per¬ 
ceptible  at  the  edge  of  the 
water. 

Cryftals  of  a  laminated  ap¬ 
pearance  began  to  (hoot 
downwards  obliquely  from 
the  ice  at  the  furface,  which 
at  the  edge  of  the  water  was 
barely  two-tenths  of  an  inch 
thick ;  no  appearance  of  ice 
in  the  middle  of  the  furface. 

Cryftals  began  to  (hoot  round 
the  neck  of  the  decanter 
clofe  to  the  glafs. 

The  infide  became  covered 
with  finely  feathered  cry¬ 
ftals,  which  made  it  impof- 
fible  to  obferve  the  height 
of  the  thermometer,  with¬ 
out  railing  it  till  the  quick- 
filver  in  the  tube  appeared 
above  the  ice. 


January 
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January  29.  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  were 
expofed  to  the  open  air  two  finnlar  jars,  each  51- 
inches  deep  and  it7o  in  diameter  ;  one,  for 
the  fake  of  diflinction,  may  be  called  A,  the  o- 
ther  B.  A  was  filled  with  fea-water  ;  B  with 
water  taken  out  of  a  water  tub,  which  was 
a  mixture  of  rain  and  fnow  water.  In  A  two 
thermometers  were  placed  ;  one  refled  on  the 
bottom  ;  the  upper  part  of  the  ball  of  the  other 
was  a  quarter  of  an  inch  only  below  the  furface 
of  the  water  ;  one  thermometer  was  alfo  placed 
in  B,  refling  on  the  bottom.  The  following 
table  fhews  the  refult. 


tS 

*u 

> 


A 

B 

A 

B 

A 

B 

A 

B 

A 

B 

A 

B 

A 

B 


Time. 


h 

8 


P.M. 


s  s* 
2  0 
<u  ** 

-c  «-> 


60 


«  £ 
o 

E  £ 

_C  « 

f-  -s 


6° 

60 


c  • 


C3 


£  S. 
«  o 

n  -c 


19  5 


8  15 
8  zo 
3  z$ 
8  30 
8  31 
8  36 


40 

33 

38 

3$ 

19.5 

37-5 

3 1 

26. 5 

34 

19 

25 

i  32 

18.5 

24.5 

32 

28.1 

28.5 

37r 

The  furface  of  the  water  in  B  co¬ 
vered  with  ice. 

Surface  as  before. 

No  appearance  of  ice. 

The  ice  on  the  furface  increafed. 

Ice  began  to  appear  on  the  furface. 
Quite  frozen. 

Cryftais  over  every  part  of  the  glafs. 
As  before. 


N.  B.  During  the  time  in  which  theie  ohfer^atinnr> 
were  made,  the  thermometer  in  the  open  air  rofe  half  of 
a  divifion. 


The 
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The  following  table  {hews  the  refult  of  fomc 
further  obfervations  on  the  elfeds  of  cold  on  the 
fea- water  in  the  jar  A  of  the  laff  table>  which  had 
been  thawed  in  order  to  be  now  expofed  again 

to  the  open  air.  The  thermometers  in  the  jar 
continued  in  the  fame  fituation  as  before. 


January  30.  177 6.  A.  M. 


Time. 

Therm,  at 
the  top. 

Therm,  at 
the  bottom.' 

T  herm,  in  j 
the  open  air. 

V 

h  ' 

10  32 

34-5 

35.5 

16.5 

The  water  fluid. 

10  39 

ay. 5 

3* 

Tee  began  to  be  formed  about  the  glafs  at 
the  edge  of  the  water. 

10  42 

28.5 

30*5 

Still  continued  to  have  ice  only  about  th* 
edge  of  the  water. 

10  48 

28 

28 

The  furface  of  the  water  rendered  fHgnant 
by  the  ice. 

11  1 

*7 

24.5 

i8«s 

The  cryltais  had  almoft  reached  the  hot- 
tom. 

! - 1 

n  Jr* 

W  C* 

w 

W 

27T 

CO 

C* 

During  the  half  minute  employed  in  this 
obfervation,  the  cryftals  reached  the 
bottom  of  the  jar  ;  the  lower  thermo¬ 
meter  rofe  almoft  inftantaneoufly  from 
24.5  to  28  s,  and  wes  immediately  ren¬ 
dered  obfeure  by  the  ice. 

11  45 

X 

stf.5 

28  5 

19 

The  jar  was  taken  in  from  the  open  air, 
and  the  lower  thermometer  lifted  out  of 
the  ice  to  a  futheient  height  for  the  obfer¬ 
vation. 

From  thefe  obfervations  it  feems  that  the 
freezing  point  of  fea- water  fliould  be  fixed  in 
Fahrenheit’s  fcale  at  28.5. 
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As  the  water,  when  it  began  to  freeze  in  two 
experiments,  exhibited  phaenomena  different  from 
any  formerly  obferved,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  fuhjoin  an  account  of  them. 

At  fourteen  minutes  after  eight  in  the  mor¬ 
ning  of  January  3 ill,  the  jar  B,  containing  the 
fame  water,  viz.  a  mixture  of  rain  and  fnow  wa¬ 
ter,  was  let  in  a  window  ;  the  evening  before  ha¬ 
ving  placed  a  fecond  thermometer  in  it,  the  bulb 
of  which  was  jufl  below  the  furface  of  the  water. 
This,  as  well  as  the  thermometer  at  the  bottom, 
flood  at  27.5,  and  the  water  was  perfe&ly  fluid  : 
The  thermometer  placed  near  the  jar  within 
the  window  was  at  23.5.  At  twenty-feven  mi¬ 
nutes  after  eight,  it  began  to  freeze  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  jar,  the  thermometers  at  the  top  and 
bottom  handing  alike  at  270.  The  inflant  the 
cryflals  began  to  encompafs  the  ball  of  the 
thermometer  below,  which  they  very  foon  did 
after  it  began  to  freeze,  the  quickfilver  rofe  in  it 
to  3  20,  the  upper  one  continuing  at  270.  The 
cryffals  continued  to  fhoot  upwards,  and,  in  lefs 
than  half  a  minute,  reached  the  bulb  of  the  ther¬ 
mometer  at  the  furface,  which  immediately  rofe 
to  32°. 


At 


MEDICAL 


2B2 

At  ten  minutes  before  fix  in  the  evening  of 
the  fame  day,  the  jar  A  of  the  fecond  table  was 
placed  in  the  open  air,  its  contents  the  fame,  viz. 
fea-water.  The  thermometers  in  it  were  like- 
wife  the  fame,  not  having  been  moved ;  they 
both  flood  at  340;  that  in  the  open  air  at  19.5. 
At  fix  o’clock  the  thermometer  above  was  at 
310,  that  below  at  28.5.  At  this  time  fome  ice 
was  difcovered  on  the  furface  of  the  water  ;  but, 
as  it  was  by  candle-light,  its  firft  appearance 
could  not  be  difcerned.  At  ten  minutes  after 
fix,  the  thermometer  above  was  at  290,  that  be¬ 
low  at  26.5.  At  fifteen  minutes  after  fix,  the  upper 
thermometer  at  28.5,  that  below  at  25.  At  fe- 
venteen  minutes  after  fix,  both  the  thermome¬ 
ters  Hood  at  28.5  ;  cryftals  having  rifen  from  the 
bottom  covered  the  ball  of  that  below,  on  which 
it  rofe  inftantly  from  250  to  28.5.  The  ther¬ 
mometer  in  the  open  air  continued  as  at  firft 
viz.  at  19.5. 

The  fcale  of  all  the  thermometers  ufed  in 
thefe  experiments  was  Fahrenheit’s. 


IV. 
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IV. 

An  Ejfay  on  the  Nature  and  Cure  of  the  ( fo  caU 
led)  Worm  Fever.  By  Samuel  Mufgrave, 
M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  &c.  8vo,  London. 

DR  Musgrave  introduces  his  fubjeft:  by  ob-^ 
ferving,  that  the  worm  fever,  as  it  is  cal¬ 
led,  is  a  diforder  to  which  children  are  generally 
liable,  and  that  it  very  frequently  eludes  the  fkill 
of  the  phyfician.  He  concludes,  therefore,  that 
it  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  public,  if  he 
ffiall  lay  before  them  a  method  of  treating  that 
difeafe,  which,  in  feveral  inftances  of  his  own 

1 

pra&ice,  has  been  attended  with  fuccefs ;  and 
which,  from  the  immediate  relief  it  gives  the  pa¬ 
tients,  he  concludes  to  be  fpecifically  adapted  to 
the  cure  of  it,  and  not  fuccefsful  by  accident  only. 

The  difficulty  of  curing  what  is  called  a  wrorni 
fever,  arifes,  according  to  our  author,  from  its 
being  frequently  attributed  to  worms,  wrhen  the 
eaufe  of  the  diforder  is  of  a  quite  different  na* 
ture.  Ke  does  not  mean  to  deny,  that  worms 
do  fometimes  abound  in  the  human  body,  nor 

that 
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that  the  irritation  caufed  by  them  does  fometirqes 
produce  a  fever  ;  but  he  apprehends  thefe  cafes 
to  be  much  more  uncommon  than  is  generally 
imagined,  and  that  great  mifchief  is  done  by 
treating  fome  of  the  diforders  of  children  as 
worm  cafes,  which  really  are  not  fo.  Dr  Hun¬ 
ter,  it  is  obferved,  is  of  the  fame  opinion  on  this 
point,  and  he  has,  we  are  told,  differed  great 
numbers  of  children  who  have  been  fuppofed  to 
die  of  worm  fevers,  and  whofe  complaints  were 
of  courfe  treated  as  proceeding  from  worms,  in 
whom,  however,  there  appeared,  upon  difle&ion, 
to  be  not  only  no  worms,  but  evident  proofs  of 
the  diforder  having  been  of  very  different  na-. 
tures. 

The  fpurious  worm  fever,  as  Dr  Mufgrave 
terms  it,  has,  in  all  the  inftances  he  has  feen  of 
it,  arifen  evidently  from  the  children  having  been 
indulged  with  too  great  quantities  of  fruit  y 
though  a  poor  cold  diet  may,  he  thinks,  occa** 
fionally  give  birth  to  it.  Every  fort  of  fruit  eaten 
in  excels  will  probably  produce  it  ;  but  an  im¬ 
moderate  ufe  of  cherries  feems  to  be  the  molt 
common  caufe  of  it.  The  approach  of  this  dif¬ 
order  has  a  different  appearance,  according  as  it 
arifes  from  a  habit  of  eating  fruit  in  rather  too 

large 
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lars;e  quantities,  or  from  an  exceffive  quantity 
eaten  at  one  time.  In  the  former  cafe,  the  pa* 
tient  gradually  grows  weak  and  languid  ;  his 
colour  becomes  pale  and  livid  ;  his  belly  fwells 
and  grows  hard  ;  his  appetite  and  digeftion  are 
deftroyed ;  his  nights  grow  reftiefs,  or,  at  lead, 
his  fleep  is  much  difturbed  with  ftartings,  and 
then  the  fever  foon  follows ;  in  the  progrefs  of 
which,  the  patient  grows  comatofe,  and  at  times 
convulfed  ;  in  which  (late,  when  the  event  is  fa¬ 
tal,  he  dies.  The  pulfe  at  the  wrift,  though 
quick,  is  never  flrong  or  hard  ;  the  carotids, 
however,  beat  with  great  violence,  and  elevate 
the  (kin  fo  as  to  be  diftin&ly  feen  at  a  diitance. 
The  heat  is  at  times  conliderable,  efpecialiy  in 
the  trunk  ;  though  at  other  times,  when  the 
brain  is  much  oppreifed,  it  is  little  more  than 
natural.  It  is  fometimes  accompanied  by  a  vio- 
lent  pain  of  the  epigaflric  region,  though  more 
commonly  the  pain  is  (light,  and  terminates  in  a 
coma  ;  fome  degree  of  pain,  however,  feems  to 
be  infeparable  from  it,  fo  as  clearly  to  diflinguifh 
this  diforder  from  other  comatofe  affections. 

Where  a  large  quantity  of  fruit  has  been  eat¬ 
en  at  once,  the  attack  of  the  diforder  is  inffanta- 
neous,  and  its  progrefs  rapid  ;  the  patient  often 
Vol.  IV.  U  palling. 
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paffing,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours,  from  appa¬ 
rently  perfedf  health,  to  a  llupid,  comatofe,  and 
almoft  dying  hate.  The  fymptoms  of  the  fever, 
when  formed,  are  in  both  cafes  nearly  the  fame, 
except  that,  in  this  latter  fort,  a  little  purulent 
matter  is  fometimes  difcharged,  both  by  vomit 
and  hoot,  from  the  very  firffc  day.  The  (tools, 
in  both  cafes,  exhibit  fometimes  a  kind  of  curd 
refembling  curdled  milk,  at  other  times  a  float¬ 
ing  fubflance  is  obferved  in  them,  and  fometimes 
a  number  of  little  threads  and  pellicles,  and  now 
and  then  a  Angle  worm. 

Strong  purgatives,  or  purges  frequently  re¬ 
peated  in  this  diforder,  are  greatly  condemned  by 
our  author,  as  they  in  general  not  only  aggravate 
the  fymptoms  already  prefect,  but  are  fometimes 
the  origin  of  convulfions.  Bloodletting  is  not 

to  be  thought  of  in  any  Itage  of  the  diforder. 

« 

Although  frequent  purging,  however,  is  not 
recommended,  yet  a  Angle  vomit  and  purge  are 
advifed  in  the  beginning  of  the  diforder,  with  a 
view  to  evacuate  Rich  indigefled  matter  and  mu¬ 
cus  as  happens  to  remain  in  the  ft o much  and 

bowels.  Thefe  having  operated  properly,  there 

% 

is  feldom  occafion  for  repeating  them  ;  and  it  is 

fufficient. 
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fufficient,  if  the  body  be  coftive,  to  throw  up,  eve¬ 
ry  fecond  or  third  day,  a  clyfter,  compofed  of 
half  a  dram  of  aloes,  dilfolved  in  five  ounces  of 
infufion  of  chamomile. 

-  * 

The  principal  part  of  the  cure,  however,  de¬ 
pends  upon  external  applications  to  the  bowels 
and  (tomach  ;  and,  as  the  caufe  of  the  diforder  is 
of  a  cold  nature,  the  applications  mult  be  warm, 
cordial,  and  invigorating  ;  and  their  action  muft 
be  promoted  by  conftant  adtual  heat.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  the  form  recommended.  %  Foi.  ab- 
finth.  et  rutae,  aT  p.  aeq.  aq.  pur.  q.  f.  F.  decoc- 
turn  faturatiffimum,  quo  calide  foveatur  regio 
ventricuii  et  abdomen,  quarta  vel  quinta  qua- 
que  hora,  per  horae  quadrantem.  Magna  ex 
herbis  codtis  pod  fotus  ufum  iifdem  partibus  per- 
petuo  appofitum  teneatur,  et  quoties  refrixerit, 
aliud  calidum  opponatur.  For  internal  ufe,  the 
following  is  all  that  has  been  found  neceflary. 
S.  Aq.  cinnam.  fpt.  cinnamon,  ten.  Ta  ^fs,  ol.  a- 
mygdal.  dulc.  jifs.  fyr.  balfamic.  drachm,  iii.  M. 
et  tempore  ufus  fortiter  concutiantur  in  phiaia. 
Capiat,  pro  ratione  aetatis,  drachm,  ii.  ad  3vi-  ?tia 
quaque  hora. 

When  any  nervous  fymptorns  come  on,  or  re¬ 
main  after  the  diforder  is  abated,  they  are  eafily 
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removed  by  giving  a  pill  of  four  grains  of  alia 
foetida  once  or  twice  a-day. 

The  diagnoses  of  worms  are  very  uncertain  ; 
but  even  in  real  worm  cafes,  the  treatment  above 
recommended  would,  it  is  imagined,  be  much 
more  efficacious  than  the  pra&ice  commonly  had 
recourfe  to.  As  worms  either  find  the  confli- 
tution  weakly,  or  very  foon  make  it  fo,  the  fre¬ 
quent  repetition  of  purges,  particularly  mercuri¬ 
als,  cannot  but  have  a  pernicious  effect.  Bares- 
foot  is  ftill  more  exceptionable,  being  in  truth 
to  be  ranked  rather  among  poifons  than  medi¬ 
cines.  Worm-feed  and  bitters  are  too  offenfive 
to  the  palate  and  fiomach  to  be  long  perfiffed  in. 
The  powder  of  corraline  creates  difguff  by  its 
quantity  ;  and  the  infufion  of  pink  root  is  well 
known  to  occahon  now  and  then  vertiginous 
complaints  and  fits. 

Fomenting  the  belly  night  and  morning  with  a 
ffrong  decodtion  of  rue  and  wormwood,  is  much 
recommended.  It  is  a  petfe&ly  fafe  remedy,  and, 
by  invigorating  the  bowels,  has  thereby  a  confi- 
derable  influence  in  rendering  them  capable  of 
expelling  fuch  worms  as  they  happen  to  contain. 
After  the  fomentation,  it  is  advifed  to  anoint  the 
belly  with  a  liniment,  compofed  of  one  part  of 

effential 
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dfential  oil  of  rue,  and  two  parts  of  a  decofiion 
of  rue  in  fvveet  oil.  Of  internal  medicines,  the 
bed:  is  aiTa  foetida,  with  an  aioetic  pill  or  two  at 
proper  intervals. 

The  diet  of  children  difpofed  to  worms,  fhould 
be  warm  and  nourifhing,  confiding  in  part  at  lead 

of  animal  food,  which  is  not  the  worfe  for  being  a 

« 

little  feafoned.  Their  drink  may  be  any  kind  of 
beer  that  is  well  hoped,  with  now  and  then  a 
fmail  draught  of  porter  or  negus.  A  total  abdi- 
nence  from  butter  is  not  fo  neceflary,  perhaps,  as 
is  generally  imagined.  Poor  cheefe  mud  by  all 
means  be  avoided  ;  but  fuch  as  is  rich  and  pun¬ 
gent,  in  a  moderate  quantity,  is  particularly  fer- 
viceable.  In  the  fpurious  worm  fever,  the  pa¬ 
tient  fhould  be  fupported  occafionaiiy  by  fmail 
quantities  of  broth  ;  and,  at  the  clofe  of  it,  when 
the  appetite  returns,  the  drd  food  given  fhould 
be  of  the  kinds  above  recommended. 


The  diet  here  directed  will,  perhaps,  be  thought 
extraordinary,  as  the  general  idea  is  at  prefent, 
that,  in  the  management  of  children,  nothing  is  fo, 
much  to  be  avoided  as  repletion  and  rich  food. 
It  is  no  doubt  an  error  to  feed  children  too  well, 
or  to  indulge  them  with  wine  and  rich  fauces  ; 
but  it  is  equally  an  error  to  confine  them  to  too 
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itrid  or  too  poor  a  diet,  which  weakens  their  dn 
geftion,  and  renders  them  much  more  fubjed  to 
diforders  of  every  kind,  but,  particularly,  to  dih 
orders  of  the  bowels,  in  regard  to  the  fpurious 
worm  fever,  if  it  be  true  that  acid  fruits  too  plen¬ 
tifully  eaten,  are  the  general  caufe  of  it,  it  follows 
as  a  confequence,  that  a  warm  nutritious  diet,  mo¬ 
derately  ufed,  will  moil  effcdually  counteract  the 
mifchief,  and  foonefl  reftore  the  natural  powers  of 
the  ftomach.  Befides,if  the  diforder  does  not  rea¬ 
dily  yield  to  the  methods  here  c)ireded5  as  there  are 
many  examples,  and  fome  have  happened  to  our 
author,  of  its  terminating  by  an  inflammation,  and 

fuppuration  of  the  navel,  it  is  highly  advifeable 
to  keep  this  probability  in  view,  and,  by  a  mode¬ 
rate  allowance  of  animal  food,  to  fupport  thofe 
powers  of  nature,  from  which  only  fuch  a  happy 
crifis  is  to  be  expededo 
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V. 


De  Ci  cut  &  efficacia ,  V,  Nofocomii  civici  Pazmanniani 


Annus  Medic  us  Ter  tins , five  Obfervationum  circa 
Morbos  Acutos  et  Chronicos,  ah  Henrico  Jofepho 
Collin,  Medico  Viennenfe ,  et  ejufdem  Nofocomii 
Pbyfico  Tact  arum .  8vo,  Vindobonse. 

Y,  N  confequence  of  the  celebrated  Stork’s  pa¬ 


il  blications  on  the  virtues  of  hemlock,  innume¬ 
rable  trials  were  made  of  it  in  this,  as  well  as  in 
other  countries.  It  did  not,  however,  m  any  de¬ 
gree,  anfwer  the  expectations  formed  of  it  ;  fo 
that  many  practitioners  began  long  ago  to 
conclude,  cithers  that  more  had  been  faid  upon 
the  efficacy  of  the  medicine  than  in  reality  it 
deferved  ;  or,  that  the  preparations  of  it  ufed  in 
this  country,  differed  materially  from  thole  made 
life  ot  at  Vienna.  That  the  latter  conjecture  was 
the  tnoft  probable,  no  perfon  could  doubt  who 
had  perufed,  and  given  credit  to  Stork’s  publica¬ 
tions  ;  and,  in  the  treatife  before  us,  are  related 
a  variety  of  cafes,  moff  of  which  tend  equally  to 
the  confirmation  of  the  fame  opinion.  For  more 
full  information,  the  treatife  itfelf  muff  be  had 
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recourfe  to ;  all  of  the  mofl  remarkable  cafes, 
however,  are  here  fele&ed. 

Cafe  III.  A  woman,  aged  27  years,  had,  for  a 
year  and  half,  laboured  under  a  total  want  of  ufe 
of  her  right  leg,  owing  ro  a  confiderable  hard 
fwelling  around  the  knee  joint.  This  diforder 
fee  imagined  to  be  the  remains  of  a  goutifli 
complaint,  which,  for  the  fpace  of  three  weeks, 
Ike  had  formerly  been  troubled  with.  In  other 
refpecls  fee  enjoyed  good  health. 

A  purgative  being  premifed,  fee  began,  on  the 
4th  of  Auguft,  to  the  ufe  of  cicuta  ;  fixteen 
grains  of  the  extraCl  were  ordered  twice  a  day, 
together  with  an  external  application  of  the  plant, 
in  the  form  of  a  fomentation,  to  the  part  affect¬ 
ed, 

1  "  * 

On  the  8th  of  Auguft,  three  dofes  a  day,  of 
fixteen  grains  each,  were  preferibed  :  Thefe  were 
continued  daily  till  the  24th,  when  each  dofe  was 
fo  much  incr.eafed,  as  that  a  dram  of  the  extraCl 
came  to  be  exhibited  every  twenty-four  hours. 

5th  September,  "This  day  the  patient  perceived 
a  tingling  kind  of  pain  in  the  fwelling  ;  there 
was  no  difference, ,  however,  in  it  as  to  foftnefs  ; 
but  the  joint,  though  formerly  ftiff  and  rigid,  be¬ 
came  now,  in  fome  degree, 'moveable. 

10th, 
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loth,  The  knee  fomewhat  fofter,  and  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  leg  more  confiderable. 

She  was  afterwards  gently  purged  two  or  three 
times,  and  continued  taking  two  dofes  of  cicuta, 
of  a  fcruple  each  dally,  till  the  23d  of  Odober, 
when  the  fwelimg  was  entirely  removed,  and  a 
free  life  of  the  joint  reftored,  For  a  debility  of 
that  leg,  which  remained  for  fome  time,  a  fomen¬ 
tation  of  aromatic  herbs  was  preferibed,  which 
foon  effected  a  complete  cure,  and  the  patient  has 
fince  that  time,  we  are  told,  remained  perfedly 
well. 

Cafe  X.  A  man,  aged  40,  was  brought  to  the 
hofpital,  with  a  large  fcorbutic  ulcer  on  the  outer 
part  of  his  right  leg ;  the  difeafe  was  of  a  twelve- 
month’s  (landing,  and,  befides  the  ulcer,  the  un¬ 
derpart  of  the  leg  was  fo  much  fweiled  as  to  form 
one  continued  hard  tumor,  from  that  downwards 
over  the  whole  foot.  For  the  fpace  of  three 
months,  all  the  remedies  commonly  had  recourfe 
to  in  fuch  cafes,  were  adminiflered,  but  with  no 
evident  advantage.  It  was  refolved,  therefore,  to 
fee  what  effeds  cicuta  would  produce. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  he  began  to  take 
fixteen  grains  of  the  ext  rad,  twice  a  day;  and 
Jinen  cloths  foaked  in  an  infufion  of  the  herb, 


were 


MEDICAL 


were  kept  conftantly  applied  to  the  fore.  At 
this  time,  the  fwelling  of  the  leg  and  foot  -were 
equally  confiderable  as  when  the  patient  was  firft 
admitted;  the  ulcer,  however,  had  fpread  farther; 
its  margins  were  ragged,  and  from  the  bottom  of 
the  fore,  feveral  fmail  tubercles  had  arifen.  The 
colour  of  the  parts  affebted  was  various,  the  mat¬ 
ter  afforded  was  fanious,  and  the  patient  com¬ 
plained  of  very  fevere  pains.  In  other  refpeds, 

however,  he  enjoyed  good  health.  By  the  27th 

* 

of  the  month,  the  fore  looked  much  better,  had 
got  a  more  natural  red  appearance,  the  inequa¬ 
lities  in  the  bottom  were  diminifhed,  and  the  leg 
and  foot  were  not  fo  tenfe  as  formerly. 

On  the  6th  of  December,  the  fore  was  confi- 
derably  filled  up  ;  in  place  of  fames,  thin  pus  was 
now  dilcharged,  the  fwelling  was  much  leffened, 
and  the  patient  complained  of  little  or  no  pain. 
The  fame  treatment  was  continued  till  the  20th 
of  the  month,  when  the  fore  was  fo  far  reduced 
as  to  afford  only  a  very  fmail  quantity  of  pus. 

i 

Its  margins  were  become  equal,  and  fhewed  a 
tendency  to  cicatrize,  and  the  fwelling  of  the  leg 
and  foot  was  entirely  removed. 

At  this  time,  the  remedies,  which  had  till  then 
been  continued,  were  laid  afide  ;  and  the  only 
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application  made  ufe  of,  was  a  phvfter  of  cicuta 
to  the  fore.  The  patient  had  all  along  taken  a 
laxative  every  fixth  or  feventh  morning.  By  the 
middle  of  January,  the  fore  was  completely  and 
firmly  cicatrized ;  and  the  patient  was  in  every 
refpetl  fo  well  by  the  end  of  the  month,  as  to  be 
then  difrr.iflcd,  and  allowed  to  go  to  his  ordi¬ 
nary  labour. 

Cafe  XI.  A  woman,  aged  thirty,  laboured  un¬ 
der  a  hard  fchirrous  turner  of  the  left  bread  ;  the 
fwelling  was  of  a  livid  colour,  and  fo  confider- 
able  in  fize,  as  to  render  that  bread  three  times 
as  large  as  the  other;  the  pain  attending  it  was 
fo  violent  as  to  render  refpiration  very  difficult. 

The  patient,  at  the  time  of  applying  for  abidance, 

* 

was  much  emaciated,  had  a  very  fickly  complec- 
tion,  and  her  drength  was  fo  much  impaired,  as 
to  give  very  fmali  hopes  of  a  cure  being  obtain¬ 
ed. 

In  this  btuation  fine  was  ordered  an  anodyne, 
together  with  a  deco&ion  of  farfapardla  ;  as  like- 
wife  the  following  mixture:  Aq.  dor.  rhaead, 

Jvii. ;  extradh  cicut.  3i. ;  fyr.  diacodiae  Jifs.  m. 
cochlearia  ii.  omni  bihorio  fumend.  At  the  fame 
time,adecodtion  of  cicuta  was  frequently  applied  as 
a  fomentation  to  the  bread.  By  the  following  day, 
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the  pain  was  confiderably  relieved,  and  the  pa* 
tient  flept  a  little,  at  intervals.  On  the  7th  day, 
fmall  ulcers  broke  out  in  different  parts  of  the 
bread,  difeharging  large  quantities  of  very  acrid 
fames.  The  bottom  and  lips  of  the  ulcers  were 
of  a  leaden  colour  ;  the  pains  were  not  fo  con- 
ftant,  but  the  patient  now  complained  of  a  burn¬ 
ing  heat,  which  fhe  had  not  formerly  done. 
Hitherto  fhe  had  taken  at  the  rate  of  a  dram  of 
extr.  cicutae  in  the  twenty-four  hours  ;  but,  as  it 
feemed  to  agree  well  with  her,  the  quantity  was 
now  doubled.  The  decodion  of  farfa.  without 
the  anodyne,  was  continued,  and  externally  was 
applied,  empl.  de  cicuta,  together  with  the  fo¬ 
mentation  formerly  mentioned,  Thefe  remedies 
produced  fuch  remarkable  good  effeds,  that,  in 
lefs  than  three  months,  feveral  hard  glands,  which 
in  the  courfe  of  treatment  had  been  difeovered 
in  the  arm-pit,  were  rendered  foft,  and  the  dif¬ 
ferent  ulcers  fo  far  cicatrized  as  to  render  far¬ 
ther  ufe  of  cicuta  unneceffary.  To  this  remark¬ 
able  cure,  many  of  the  faculty  at  Vienna,  we  are 
told,  were  witneffes,  particularly  Dr  Stork  and 
Mr  Gaffer  profeffor  or  anatomy  there. 

Cafe  XIII.  A  boy  thirteen  years  of  age  had 
laboured  under  a  white  fwelling  in  the  joint  of 
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his  left  knee,  for  the  fpace  of  fix  months.  Dif¬ 
ferent  remedies  had  been  tried,  but  with  no  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  it  was  therefore  refolved  to  fee  what 
.cffe&s  would  be  produced  by  cicuta.  The  ex¬ 
tract  was  ordered,  internally,  in  the  form  of  pills, 
and  a  fomentation  was  applied  outwardly.  Thefe 
were  the  only  medicines  prescribed,  except  a 
gentle  purge,  repeated  at  proper  intervals. 
They  were  employed  for  the  firft  time  on  the 
third  February  ;  by  the  21ft  of  the  month,  the 
fwelling  was  much  foftened,  and,  by  the  id  of 
March,  it  was  in  every  refped  confiderably  better. 
On  the  23d  of  April  he  was  difmilfed  perfectly 
cured. 

.  Cafe  XXXV.  A  boy,  aged  eleven  years,  had, 
for  fix  months,  laboured  under  a  very  bad  fpecies 
of  tinea  capitis.  During  the  firft  fix  weeks  after 
his  admiffion  to  the  hofpital,  a  variety  of  remedies 
were  had  recourfe  to,  with  no  advantage,  and  at 
laft  he  was  put  upon  a  courfe  of  cicuta,  both  in¬ 
ternally  and  externally.  Sixteen  grains  of  the 
extract  were  exhibited  twice  a  day,  and  the  head 
was  walked  twice  a  day  with  the  decodtion  of  the 
plant.  No  other  medicine  was  prefcribed,  ex¬ 
cepting  a  gentle  laxative  now  and  then,  and,  in 
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lefs  than  two  months,  the  diforder  was  entirely 
removed. 

Cafe  XXXVIII.  A  man,  aged  twenty  five  years, 
had,  for  feveral  months,  been  troubled  with  pains 
in  his  joints,  which  increafed  always  at  night  ; 

and  on  his  fauces  were  feveral  ulcerations,  which 

/ 

arofe  from  the  lues  venerea.  A  gentle  purge 
was  firft  ordeied,  and  afterwards  a  deco&ion  of 
cicuta  was  preferibed,  both  as  a  medicine  inward¬ 
ly,  and  as  a  gargle  for  wafhing  the  fores  in  the 
throat.  In  the  Ipace  of  eight  days,  the  pains 
were  much  relieved,  and  the  ulcers  had  a  more 
clean  appearance.  The  quantity  of  cicuta  was 
then  increafed,  and  in  a  very  fhort  time  he  was 
difmifled  perfectly  cured. 

Cafe  XXXIX.  A  woman,  twenty-eight  years 
of  age,,  had,  for  four  months,  laboured  under  a 
gonorrhoea,  the  matter  of  which  was  fo  acrid,  as 
to  excoriate,  to  a  great  degree,  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  parts.  A  gentle  laxative  being  pre  mi  fed, 
the  decoction  of  cicuta  was  immediately  preferi¬ 
bed  to  be  taken  internally.  In  the  courfe  of  a 
few  days,  the  urine  was  voided  with  much  Ids 
difficulty,  and  the  ulcerations  were  not  near  fo 
painful.  In  little  more  than  a  month,  a  perfebf 
cure  was  obtained,  without  the  ufe  of  any  other 
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remedies,  excepting  that  of  fome  mild  reftoratives, 
towards  the  end  of  the  diforder. 

We  are  here  informed  by  the  author,  that  he 
has,  on  many  occafions,  experienced  the  good 
effects  of  cicuta  in  venereal  cafes,  fimilar  to  the 
two  I  aft. 

Cafe  XL.  We  are  here  prefented  with  a  cafe 
of  fcurvy,  in  which  cicuta  was  ufed  with  great 
advantage.  A  woman,  aged  forty,  had,  for  a 
year,  laboured  under  a  fcorbutic  ulcer  in  one  of 
her  legs ;  it  extended  from  the  external  maleolus 
01  the  foot  to  the  middle  of  the  leg  ;  its  edges 
were  ragged,  and  it  was  altogether  foul  and  for- 
did.  The  patient  complained  of  pains  in  her 
joints,  and  her  gums  were  very  eaftly  caufed  to 
blood.  Cicuta  was  immediately  ordered,  both 
internally,  and  outwardly,  in  the  form  of  fomenta¬ 
tion  to  the  fore.  In  a  few  days  the  ulcer  was 
rendered  quite  clean,  and  in  lefs  than  five  weeks 
a  complete  cure  was  obtained. 

In  this  collection  by  Mr  Collin,  are  related,  in 
all,  41  cafes,  in  which  cicuta  was  employed. 
In  all  glandular  fwellings,  it  produced  remark¬ 
able  good  effects,  as  it  did  in  a  variety  of 
very  bad  ulcers.  In  very  oid%obftmate  cancers, 

although 
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although  it  frequently  failed  in  effedting  complete 
cures,  yet  it  almoft  always  tended  to  mitigate  the 
pains,  and  to  convert  the  fanies  ufualiy  difcharged 
from  fuch  fores,  into  matter  of  a  more  bland  pu¬ 
rulent  nature. 


De  uju  ?20xio  et  falubri  Vejtcantium .  Vid.  Solo- 
monis  Theophili  de  Meza,  M.  D.  Diatribae 
Medicae  tres .  8vo,  Elafniae. 

AFTER  a  fhort  account  of  the  natural  hi  do¬ 
ry  of  cantharides,  the  chemical  analyfis  of 
thefe  infedts,  and  the  phaenomena  commonly  ob- 
ferved  from  their  application,  our  author  proceeds 
to  confider  with  what  propriety  they  are  had  re- 
courfe  to,  in  feveral  diforders,  in  which  they  are 
very  generally  ufed. 

The  ufe  of  blifters  in  convulfive  difeafes  is  firfl 
taken  notice  of :  and  Mr  de  Meza  obferves,  that 
in  all  fuch  complaints  they  will  be  ferviceable  or 
hurtful,  according  to  the  particular  nature  and 

occafional  caufe  of  the  difeafe.  Convulsions,  he 
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thinks,  may  proceed  from  three  different  fets  of 
caufes,  viz.  from  repletion,  inanition,  and  irrita¬ 
tion.  When  repletion  from  too  great  a  quanti¬ 
ty  of  blood  feems  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  difor- 
cler,  venefection  fhould  always  precede  the  ufe 
of  blifters,  and  then  they  are  frequently  of  fer- 
vice.  In  repletion,  too,  from  a  fuperabundancy 
of  ferum,  they  are  the  principal  remedy  to  be 
depended  on. 

In  convulfions  proceeding  fom  the  fecond  fet 
of  caufes,  inanition,  our  author  does  not  think 
blifters  can  ever  be  applicable  :  For,  if  the  ina¬ 
nition  has  been  induced,  either  by  too  great  dif- 
charge  of  blood  or  ferum,  farther  evacuations 
by  epifpaftics  would  certainly,  he  thinks,  be  add¬ 
ing  feuel  to  the  fire,  and  could  not  probably 
anfwer  any  one  good  purpofe.  When  irritation 

\ 

about  the  head  feems  to  be  the  caufe  of  fuch 
diforders,  blifters,  applied  to  the  extremities 
may  lometimes  be  of  fervice,  by  occafioning  a 
derivation  to  thefe  parts  of  fuch  humours  as  may 
have  happened  to  produce  them. 

V  E  R  T  I  G  O. 

Vertigo,  we  are  told,  may  proceed  from  fix  dif¬ 
ferent  caufes,  viz.  i.  From  afanguineous  plethora. 
V  o  l . IV.  X 


2. 


2.  From  a  foulnefs  in  the  primae  viae.  3,  From 
debility  in  confequence  of  exceffive  evacuations. 
4.  From  compreffion.  5.  From  poifons  of  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds,  as  opium,  mercury,  fumes  of  char- 
coal,  &c.  ;  and,  6.  From  a  ferofa  colluvies,  in 
confequence  of  the  ffoppage  of  iffues,  ulcers,  or 
any  other  habitual  drains.  In  this  lafl  fpecies  of 
the  difeafe,  blifters  are  much  recommended  ; 
but,  in  none  of  the  others,  can  they  ever,  we 
are  told,  be  ufed  with  advantage. 

APOPLEXY. 

Very  different  opinions  are  delivered,  by  dif¬ 
ferent  authors,  with  refpedt  to  the  ufe  of  blifters 
in  apoplectic  and  the  federal  comatofe  ui [orders ; 
by  forne  they  are  much  recommended,  and  by 
others  we  are  defired  to  uie  them  with  the  great- 
efi  caution.  In  order  to  reconcile  thefe  oppofite 
opinions,  the  different  caufes  that  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  produce  apoplexy  are  here  enumerated. 

1.  Such  diford ers  are  frequently  induced  by  ple¬ 
thora,  and  congefiions  of  blood  about  the  head. 

2.  By  pituitous  and  ferous  collections  in  the 
head.  3.  By  compreffion  of  the  jugular  veins. 
4.  By  fanguineous  and  ferous  extravafations  in 

khe  ventricles  of  the  brain.  5.  By  the  tranfla- 
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tion  to  the  head  of  the  different  excretions,  on 
thefe  being  unnaturally  retained  in  the  fyflem. 
6.  By  narcotics  and  opiates  ;  and,  7.  By  fym- 
pathy  from  other  difeafes. 

In  apoplexy  from  a  fanguineous  plethora,  blood¬ 
letting  is  recommended  as  almofl  the  only  reme¬ 
dy  to  be  depended  on  ;  and,  in  that  fpecies  of 
the  diforder,  bliflers  are  never  admiffible  till  con- 
fiderable  quantities  of  blood  have  been  drawn  off. 
The  third  fpecies  of  caufes  enumerated  may 
fometimes,  we  are  told,  though  not  often,  be  re¬ 
moved  by  a  chirurgical  operation.  Extravafa- 
tions  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  commonly 
prove  fatal,  though,  in  fome  inftances,  draftic 
purgatives  have  appeared  to  be  of  fervice  in  fuch 
cafes.  Poifonous  narcotics  are  moft  effectually 
removed  by  emetics  ;  and  vinegar,  we  are  told, 
is  the  belt  corrector  of  an  over-dofe  of  opium. 
Apoplexy  that  appears  to  proceed  from  any  o- 
ther  diforder,  muff  be  cured  by  medicines  moft 
proper  for  the  removal  of  the  original  difeafe. 
From  what  has  been  faid,  it  would  appear,  that 
the  ufe  of  bliflers  in  apoplexy  is  very  limited  ; 
and  they  are  recommended  by  our  author,  in 
Juch  cafes  only  as  arife,  either  from  a  fuperabun- 

X  2 


M  E  D  I  C  A  L 


3°4 

dancy  of  ferum  in  the  conftitution,  or  from  a 
tranflation  to  the  brain  of  luch  humours  as  in  a 
ftate  of  health  ought  to  be  excreted. 

I3  A  L  S  Y, 

When  in  palfy  a  plethoric  ftate  of  the  fyftem 
takes  place,  blifters,  our  author  thinks,  can  ne- 
ver,  with  fafety,  be  had  recourfe  to  ;  but,  in  all 
fuch  diforders  as  are  connected  with,  or  fee m  to 
depend  upon  a  relaxed  fet  of  fibres,  a  moift  at- 
xnofphere,  or  the  prefence  of  too  much  ferum  in 
the  fyftem,  blifters  are  then  the  principal  reme¬ 
dies  to  be  depended  on.  They  are  likewife  of 
fervice,  too,  in  fuch  fpecies  of  palfy  as  are  pro¬ 
duced  by  poifons  of  different  kinds,  efpecialiy  thofe 
of  a  metallic  nature  ;  but,  in  thefe  cafes,  the  ufe  of 
ftrong  emetics  and  purgatives  muff  always  be 
pre  ruffed. 

1)  E  L  I  II  I  U  M. 

As  our  author  elfewhere  treats  of  delirium 
when  conjoined  with  the  putrid  and  nervous  fe¬ 
vers,  his  obfer various  upon  it  here  are  confined 
to  the  phrenitis  and  hydrophobia. 

In  phrenitis,  after  plentiful  evacuations  of 
blood,  blifters  are  much  recommended,  not, 

bow*  or , 
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however,  to  the  head,  but  to  the  extremities  ; 
for,  as  in  all  fuch  cafes,  there  evidently  appears 

to  be  a  great  determination  to  the  head,  what- 

•  »  v 

ever  can  occafion  a  derivation  to  the  extremities, 
will  iiiofl  likely  be  of  fervice  ;  and  this  our  au¬ 
thor  alledges  may,  in  feme  meafure,  be  effected 
by  blitters.  In  real  cafes  of  hydrophobia,  no 
remedies  whatever  can  probably  be  of  much  fer¬ 
vice  ;  but,  as  it  is  of  confequence  to  preferve  the 
parts  bit  by  mad  animals  as  long  open  as  podible, 
blifters  for  that  purpofe  are  faid  to  anfwer  very 
effectually. 

DOLO  R. 

The  firit  cafe  of  pain  inftanced  by  our  author, 
is  headach.  Of  this  complaint  he  fays  there  are 
three  diftindt  fpecies.  1.  The  idiopathic,  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  fome  fixed  caufe  in  the  brain  itfelf ; 
this  he  confiders  in  general  as  incurable.  2.  The 
fymptomatic,  proceeding  mod  commonly  from 
fome  diforder  in  the  domach  ;  this,  he  fays,  mud 
be  cured  by  emetics,  and  other  remedies  mod 
proper  for  the  original  difeafe.  3.  The  metada¬ 
ta,  anting  from  a  tranflation  of  ferum,  or  other 
matter,  to  tne  head,  from  different  parts  of  the 
body.  In  this  fpecies  of  headach,  together  with 

X  3  n  pediluvia. 
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pediluvia,  are  recommended  blifters  both  to  the 
neck  and  thighs* 

In  pains  of  the  ears,  attended  with  purulent  or 
fercus  difcharges,  blifters  may  frequently  be  of 
ufe  ;  but,  for  the  removal  of  pain  only,  as  it  com¬ 
monly,  in  thefe  cafes,  proceeds  from  inflamma¬ 
tion,  bloodletting  is  more  warmly  recommended. 
In  toothach,  our  author  does  not  imagine  blifters 
can  ever  be  of  much  fervice  ;  for,  when  inflam¬ 
mation  is  the  caufe  of  the  pain,  nothing  will  fo 
effectually  relieve  it  as  bloodletting  ;  and  pain 
from  a  caries  tooth  can  only  be  removed  by  ex¬ 
traction  of  the  tooth  itfelf*  In  rheumatic  pains 
of  the  joints,  blifters,  applied  to  the  parts  affec¬ 
ted,  are  often  known  to  prove  efficacious.  In 
fuch  pains  as  are  frequently  connected  with  fcur- 
vy,  we  are  clefired  never  to  ufe  them,  as  the 
bliftered  parts  are  very  apt  to  mortify  ;  but,  in 
pains  proceeding  from  a  repulfion  of  fcabies,  or 
itch,  nothing,  we  are  told,  proves  fo  effectual. 
A  cafe  is  here  (fated  of  an  intenfe  pain  along  the, 
arm,  which  refilled  all  the  ordinary  applications, 
and  was  cured  by  the  application  of  blifters  only, 
after  it  was  fufpeCted  to  proceed  from  the  difap- 
psarance  of  an  inveterate  itch. 


In 
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In  arthritic  pains,  whether  of  the  head,  bread, 
©r  ftomach,  bl ifters,  as  di  umlauts,  are  much  re¬ 
commended  by  our  author,  either  to  the  feet, 
cr  to  fuch  parts  of  the  extremities  as  the  difeafe 
has  formerly  been  feated  in. 

Such  pains  as  proceed  from  fome  fpecies  of 
colic,  particularly  from  the  colica  pidtonum,  may, 
we  are  told,  be  frequently  relieved  by  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  bliders  to  the  part  adedted. 

INFLA  M  M  A  T  I  O  N  S. 

\ 

A  variety  of  difeafes,  attended  with  topical  in¬ 
flammation,  are  here  enumerated,  in  which 
bliders  are  much  recommended ;  particularly, 
ophthalmia,  angina,  peripneumony,  pleurify,  in¬ 
flammatory  affections  of  the  diaphragm,  dq- 
mach,  ,&c. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  BREAST. 

Adhma  is  the  diforder  fird  taken  notice  of 
under  this  head.  In  the  mold  or  humeral 
adhma,  bliders  are  faid  to  be  of  ufe,  both  as  e~ 
vacuants,  and  as  ferving  to  derive  from  the  part 
affected,  towards  the  dtuation  on  which  they 
are  applied.  They  are  not,  however,  recom¬ 
mended  in  any  other  fpecies  of  the  difeafe.  In 
coughs,  attended  with  tough  vifcid  expedtora- 
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tion,  bliiters  are  advifed  to  be  had  recourfe  to  5 
but,  on  no  account,  ought  they  to  be  ufed  in 
coughs  of  a  more  dry  nature.  In  chincough, 
after  the  ufe  of  vomits,  gentle  laxatives,  and  pec¬ 
torals,  blifters  to  the  back  are  recommended  as 
ufefuh 

DROP  S  Y. 

Mr  de  Meza  does  not  imagine  that  bliiiers 
can  ever  be  of  fervice  in  any  of  the  encyfled  or 
internal  fpecies  of  dropfy  ;  but  they  are  ufed,  he 
fays,  with  advantage,  in  what  he  terms  the  ex¬ 
ternal  hydrocephalus,  viz.  in  fuch  watery  fwel- 
lings  of  the  head  as  are  confined  to  the  common 
teguments.  In  all  fuch  diforders  of  the  eyes  as 
are  attended  with  plentiful  fecretions  of  tears, 
blifters  are  much  recommended  by  our  author. 

CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 

In  obflinate  cafes  of  impetigo  and  fcabies,  ba¬ 
ilers,  applied  even  to  the  affedted  parts,  have  been 
attended,  we  are  informed,  with  the  greateft  ad¬ 
vantage.  A  cafe  is  here  related,  of  a  very  inve¬ 
terate  inftance  of  impetigo  in  a  young  lady,  which, 
after  refifling  all  the  ufual  remedies,  was  fpeedily 
cured  by  the  application  of  a  large  blifter  to  the 
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parts  principally  affected.  The  buffered  part  was 
kept  open  for  about  a  fortnight,  by  incans  of  if- 
fue-ointment  ;  and  the  cure  was  fo  complete, 
that  no  veftige  of  the  difeafe  could  afterwards  be 
obferved. 

FEBRILE  DISORDERS. 

Fevers  are  the  laft  clafs  of  difeafes  taken  no¬ 
tice  of  in  the  treatife  before  us.  In  fevers  of  the 
intermittent  kind,  except  when  fympto  ns  of  a 
comatofe  nature  occur,  blifters  are  very  feldom 
faid  to  be  neceflary.  Nor  are  they  advifeable  in 
the  ardent  inflammatory  fever,  till  alter  repeated 
bloodlettings,  and  other  neceflary  evacuations. 
In  putrid  fevers,  when  Aimu  ants  are  requ  fite, 
blifters  are  recommended  as  the  m  )ft  effectual  * 
in  fueh  diforders,  however,  they  fornetimes,  we 
are  told  by  our  author,  terminated  in  mortifica¬ 
tion.  In  every  ftage  of  the  nervous  fever,  blifters 
are  much  extolled  by  Mr  de  Meza,  not  only  as 
ftimulants,  but  as  foivents  of  that  vifeid  ftate  of 
the  fluids,  on  which  fuch  fevers  are  by  many 
fuppofed  to  depend.  In  the  meafles,  blifters  are 
feldom  neceflary,  excepting  with  a  view  to  moderate 
the  cough,  which  frequently,  towards  the  end  of 
the  difeafe,  becomes  the  mod  troubleforne  fym- 

ptom. 
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ptom.  Neither  are  they  often  thought  requifitc 
by  Mr  de  Meza,  in  the  fmall  pox  ;  he  fpeaks, 
however,  of  his  having  frequently  feen  them  of 
confiderable  fervice  in  the  fecondary  fever  of  the 
confluent  kind ;  and  a  cafe  is  related,  in  which 
blifters  applied  to  the  legs  produced  a  very  fpeedy 
cure,  after  the  cool  regimen  had  failed,  although 
attended  to,  from  the  commencement  of  the  dif- 
safe,  with  the  greatelt  exa£tnefs. 


TIL 

A  Difcourfe  upon  fome  late  Improvements  of  the 
Means  for  preferving  the  Health  of  Mariners ,  de¬ 
livered  at  the  anniverfary  Meeting  of  the  Royal 
Society ,  Nov .  30.  1776.  By  Sir  John  Pringle, 

« 

Baronet ,  Prefident .  Publifhed  by  their  order * 

4to,  London 

r  |  “^HE  endeavours  ufed  by  Captain  Cook,  in  his 
-1-  late  voyage  round  the  word,  for  preferving 
the  health  of  his  Tailors,  were  fo  remarkably  fuc- 
cefsful,  as  to  induce  the  royal  fociety,  at  their  an¬ 
niverfary  meeting  in  November  lafl,  to  confer 
upon  him  Sir  Godfrey  Copley’s  medal  y  the  fo¬ 
ciety 
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ciety  having  no  hefitation  in  pronouncing  Captain 
Cook’s  paper  on  the  fubjed,  the  moil  deferving 
of  any  which,  for  the  year,  had  come  before  them. 
It  was  on  this  occafion,  that  the  prefent  dlfcourfe 
was  delivered,  with  a  view,  we  are  told,  of  explain¬ 
ing  more  fully  the  means  employed  by  Captain 
Cook,  than  he  himfelf  had  leifure  to  do  in  his  paper ; 
and,  as  all  the  information  contained  in  this  dif- 
courfe,  was  either  obtained  diredly  from  the 
Captain  himfelf,  or  from  fome  of  his  mod  inti¬ 
mate  friends,  hnce  his  departure  on  his  prefent 
voyage,  every  circumftance  related  in  it  mud 
be  confidered,  therefore,  as  exceedingly  valuable. 
Captain  Cook  failed  in  his  Majefty’s  fhip  the  Re- 
folution,  with  a  company  of  a  hundred  and  eigh¬ 
teen  men,  and  performed  a  voyage  of  three  years 
and  eighteen  days,  throughout  all  the  climates, 
from  fifty-two  degrees  north,  to  feventy-one  de¬ 
grees  fouth,  with  the  lofs  of  pnly  one  man  by  a 
difeafe  ;  and  even  that  man,  we  are  informed  in 
a  note,  began  fo  early  to  complain  of  a  cough, 
and  other  confumptive  fymptoms,  that  his  lungs 
mud  have  been  affeded  before  he  went  abroad. 

In  order  to  fet  in  a  more  driking  point  of  view 
the  advantages  of  the  late  improvements  for  pre- 
ferving  the  health  of  mariners,  Sir  John  Pringle 

here 
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here  enumerates  fome  of  the  many  dreadful  ca~ 
taftrophes,  which,  in  former  times,  univerfally 
attended  long  voyages  at  fea,  and  even  at  fuch 
a  late  period  as  the  voyage  performed  by  Lord 
Anfon.  The  confequences  of  fuch  attempts  were 
fo  lamentable,  as  to  make  every  reader  reflect, 
with  regrete,  upon  the  want  feadaring  people 
then  laboured  under  with  refpedt  to  naut  cal  me¬ 
dical  afliftance  ;  and  in  which  branch  of  the  art, 
we  are  now  happily  p off  fled  of  fuch  very  ufeful 
experience,  that  a  voyage  round  the  world, 
we  are  told,  may  be  undertaken  with  lefs  danger 
to  health,  than  a  common  tour  in  Europe. 

Before  proceeding  to  enumerate  the  means 
fallen  upon  by  Captain  Cook  for  preferving  the 
health  of  his  failors,  we  are  favoured,  by  our  au¬ 
thor,  with  fome  obfervatlons  on  the  nature  of 
feurvy  ;  it  being  the  difeafe  to  which  fea  men  are 
moft  remarkably  expofed,  and  which  they,  on 
every  occaflon,  fheuki  guard  molt  particularly  a- 
gainfL 

The  feurvy  has,  by  fome,  been  attributed  to 
the  coldnefs  of  the  air,  which  checks  perfpi ration ; 
and  it  is  Laid,  therefore,  to  be  the  epidemic  di- 
ftemper  of  the  northern  nations,  and  particularly 

of 
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of  thofe  around  the  Baltic.  Sir  John  Pringle, 
however,  is  of  opinion,  that,  in  fhefe  countries, 
fcurvy  is  produced  almoft  entirely  from  the  in¬ 
habitants  being  forced  to  live  on  fait  provifions 
for  at  leaft  one  half  of  the  year  ;  from  their  ha¬ 
ving  few  or  no  greens  nor  fruit  in  the  winter, 
little  fermented  liquors,  and  living  in  clamp,  foul, 
ill-aired  houfes.  /^nd  that  it  is  not  the  coidnefs 
of  a  climate  which  occafions  this  difeafe,  is  ren¬ 
dered  evident,  by  its  being  never  known  among 
the  Laplanders,  one  of  the  moil  northerly  nations  ; 
thele  people  being  probably  preferved  from  it,  by 
their  not  being  obliged,  at  any  time,  to  live  up¬ 
on  falted  provifions,  as  they  are  always  plenti¬ 
fully  fupplied  with  frefh  flefh  by  their  rain-deer. 

All  the  feveral  occafional  caufes  of  fcurvy,  as 
well  thole  above  mentioned  as  others,  tend  great¬ 
ly  to  induce  a  feptic  refolution,  or  beginning  cor¬ 
ruption  of  the  whole  habit,  which  our  author,  in 
a  former  publication,  long  ago  endeavoured  to 
eflablifh  as  the  immediate  caule  of  the  difeafe  ; 
and  on  this  point  he  is  kill  of  the  fame  opinion. 
He  is  confirmed  in  it  from  a  variety  of  circu en¬ 
hances,  but,  particularly,  from  finding,  on  exa¬ 
mination,  that,  from  whatever  in  nautical  practice 
has  either  of  old  been  approval,  or  of  late  been  in¬ 
troduced 
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troduced  into  the  navy,  it  appears,  that,  though 
the  means  vary  in  form,  and  in  their  mode  of  o- 
perating,  yet  they  all  fome  way  contribute  to¬ 
wards  preventing  putrefaction,  whether  of  the  air 
in  the  clofer  parts  of  a  fliip,  of  the  meats,  of  the 
water,  of  the  doaths  and  bedding,  or  of  the  body 
itfelf. 

The  fir  ft  thing  taken  notice  of  by  Captain  Cook 
in  his  lilt  of  (lores,  is  malt,  of  which  was  made 
fweet  wort,  and  given  not  only  to  thofe  who  had 
msnifeft  fymptorns  of  the  fcurvy,  but  to  fuch  alfo 
as  were  judged  to  be  mod  liable  to  it,  in  the 
quantity  of  two  or  three  pints  a  day,  to  each  man, 
or  in  fuch  proportion  as  the  furgeon  thought 
necedary,  which  fometimes  amouuted  to  three 
quarts  in  twenty-four  hours.  Its  effe&s  were  fo 
icmarkable  as  to  make  it  to  be  confidered  by 
Captain  Cook,  as  one  of  the  bed  antifcorbutic  fea- 
medicines  yet  found  out.  Our  author  is  of  o- 
pinion  with  Doctor  McBride,  that  it  is  to  the 
fixed  air  afforded  by  the  wort,  that  all  its  vir¬ 
tues  are  to  be  attributed  ;  and,  in  confirmation 
of  the  theory,  mentions  feveral  articles  which  are 
known  to  contain  great  quantities  of  fixed  air, 
and  which  are  all  efteemed  as  powerful  antifeor- 
butics.  Wine,  cyder,  and  other  vinous  produc¬ 
tions 
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lions  from  fruit,  as  alfo  the  various  kinds  of  beer* 
are  all  known  to  be  ufeful  in  this  refpe£t,  info- 
much,  that  it  is  a  conflant  obfervation,  we  are  in¬ 
formed,  that,  in  long  cruizes,  the  fcurvy  is  never 
fecn  while  the  fmall  beer  holds  out  at  full  allow¬ 
ance,  but  that,  when,  it  is  all  expended,  the  dis¬ 
order  foon  appears.  It  were  to  be  wifhed,  there¬ 
fore,  our  author  obferves,  that  this  wholefome 
beverage  could  be  renewed  at  fea ;  but  our  {hips 
afford  not  fufficient  conveniency.  The  Ruffians, 
however,  he  informs  us,  prepare,  at  fea  as  well  as  * 
land,  a  liquor  of  a  middle  quality  between  wort 
and  fmall  beer,  in  the  following  manner  :  They 
take  ground  malt  and  rye-meal  in  a  certain  pro¬ 
portion,  which  they  knead  into  fmall  loaves,  and 
bake  in  the  oven.  Thefe  they  occafionally  in- 
fufe  in  a  proper  quantity  of  warm  water,  which 
begins  fo  foon  to  ferment,  that,  in  the  fpace  of 
twenty -four  hours,  their  beverage  is  compleated, 
in  the  production  of  a  fmall,  brifk,  acidulous  li¬ 
quor,  which  they  call  quas ,  palatable  to  them- 
felves,  and  not  difagreeable  to  the  tafle  of  flran- 
gers.  On  the  authority  of  the  late  Dr  Mounfey, 
who  had  the  bed  opportunities  of  knowing,  we 
are  informed,  that  quas  is  the  common  drink, 
both  of  the  fleets  and  armies  of  the  Ruffian  em- 

pire; 
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pire  ;  that  it  is  particularly  good  againfl  fcurvy  ; 
and  that,  although  he  had  been  at  pains  to  inquire 
both  at  Mofcow  and  St  Peteriburg,  to  difcover 
fome  inftances  of  the  jail-fever,  he  could  not,  in 

■  i 

the  feveral  prifons  of  thefe  large  cities,  (although 
they  were  full  of  malefactors) ,  find  that  fuch 
a  diftemper  was  ever  known  among  them. 

hi 

He  could  difcover  no  other  reafon  for  the^ 
1  * 

healthful  condition  of  thefe  men,  than  the  kind 
of  diet  they  ufed,  wh'ch  was  the  fame  with  that 
of  the  common  people  of  the  country,  who  not 
being  able  to  purchafe  fiefii  meat,  live  mofily  on 
rye-bread,  and  drink  quas. 

From  the  above  information,  fays  our  author, 
it  would  appear,  that  rye-meal  affifls  both  in 
quickening  the  fermentation,  and  adding  more 
fixed  air,  fince  malt  alone  could  not  fo  readily 
produce  fo  acidulous  and  brifk  a  hquor.  And 
there  is  little  doubt,  he  thinks,  that,  whenever 
the  other  gra  ns  can  be  brought  to  a  proper  de¬ 
gree  of  fermention,  thev  will  more  or  lefs  in  the 
fame  way  become  ufcfuh  That  oats  will,  he  is 
fatisfied  from  a  piece  of  intelligence  he  obtained 
from  the  Captain  of  a  large  {hip  of  war,  who,  be¬ 
ing  on  a  cruize,  and  the  Curvy  breaking  out  a- 
mong  his  men,  put  them  upon  a  kind  of  food 

which 
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which  he  had,  in  fome  parts  of  the  country,  feea 
ufed,  and  which  he  thought  might  be  of  Ter  vice 
on  that  occafion.  This  food  in  the  north  is  cal- 
led  fooins ,  and  is  prepared  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner.  Some  oat-meal  is  put  into  a  wooden  veffel, 
hot  water  is  powered  upon  it,  and  the  infufion 
continues,  till  the  liquor  begins  to  taile  fburifh, 
that  is,  till  a  fermentation  comes  on,  which,  in  a 
place  moderately  warm,  may  be  in  the  (pace  of  two 
days.  The  water  is  then  poured  off  from  the 
grounds,  and  boiled  down  to  the  confidence  of 
a  jelly.  This  he  ordered  to  be  made,  and  dealt 
out  in  meiTes,  being  -hr  it  iweetcned  with  in  gar, 
and  feafoned  with  fome  priz  -wine  he  had  t^kea, 
which  turned  four,  yet  impioved  the  taife,  and 
made  this  aliment  no  lefs  palatable  than  medici¬ 
nal.  Upon  this  diet  chiefly,  and  abftaining  from 
failed  meats,  the  icorbutic  hek  quite  recovered 
on  board  ;  and  not  in  that  voyage  only,  but  in  all 
his  fubffquent  cruizes  during  the  late  war,  with¬ 
out  his  being  once  obliged  to  fend  any  of  them 
on  fhore,  becaufe  they  could  not  get  well  at 
fea. 

'  \ 

Although  it  is  probably  to  the  fixed  ain,  con¬ 
tained  in  fruits,  greens,  and  fermented  liquors, 
that  their  efficacy  in  feurvy  is  in  a  great  meafure 
Vol.  lVo  Y 
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to  be  attributed  ;  yet  the  acid  which  enters  their 
feveral  compohtions,  is  by  our  author  imagined 
to  have  no  inconfiderable  influence.  If  it  be  ob¬ 
jected  to  this,  that  the  mineral  acids,  which  con¬ 
tain  little  nor  no  fixed  -air,  have  hema  tried  in 
•*» 

feurvy  with  little  fitcccfs,  he  anfwers,  that,  in  thofe 
trials,  they  have  never  been  fufliciently  diluted,  the 
elixir  of  vitriol  being  commonly  given  in  fuch  fmall 
quantities  of  water,  that  it  is  not  probable  fuch 
an  auflere  drink  can  ever  get  beyond  the  fir  ft  paf- 
fages,  confidering  the  delicate  fenfibility  of  the 
mouths  of  the  lafteals  He  therefore  propofes, 
that,  on  a  deficiency  of  malt  at  fea,  fuch  men  as 
are  threatened  with  feurvy,  fhould  be  ordered  to 
drink  three  quarts  of  water  in  the  day,  acidulated 
in  the  proportion  of  ten  drops  of  fpirit  of  fait  to 
to  each  quart,  or  of  thirteen  drops  of  weak  fpirit 
of  vitriol  to  the  fame  meafure.  C  aptain  Cook, 
when  fpeaking  of  the  effects  of  the  rob  of  le¬ 
mons  in  feurvy,  does  not  fay  much  in  its  favours  ; 
owing,  as  our  author  conjeftures,  to  his  having' 
been  defired  to  give  it  out  in  fuch  fmall  quan¬ 
tities  as  could  not  readily  produce  any  good  ef« 
feels. 

r 

The  wort  and  acid  juices  were  only  difpenfed 
as  medicines,  but  the  next  article  was  of  more 
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cxtenfive  ufe,  viz.  the  four  kraut,  (four  cabbage) 
a  difh  of  univerfal  requed  in  Germany.  The 
acidity  is  acquired  by  its  Tpontaneous  fermenta¬ 
tion,  and  it  was  the  four  tafte  which  made  it  the 
more  acceptable  to  all  who  eat  it.  To  its  farther 
recommendation,  it  may  be  added,  that  it  held 
out  good  to  the  lad  of  the  voyage. 

Portable  foup  is  another  article  of  which  Captain 
Cook  availed  himfelf  not  a  little.  This  concen¬ 
trated  broth  being  freed  from  all  fat,  and  having, 
by  long  boiling,  evaporated  the  mod  putrefcent 
parts  of  the  meat,  is  reduced  to  the  confidence  of 
a  glue,  which  in  effect  it  is,  and  will,  like  other 
glues,  in  a  dry  place,  keep  found  for  years  toge- 
ther.  It  hath  been  faid,  that  broths  turn  four 
on  keeping,  though  made  without  any  vegetable. 
Now7,  whether  any  acid  be  thus  formed,  may  be 
a  quedion.  Our  author,  however, is  inclined  to 
think,  that  the  gelatinous  parts  of  animal  fub- 
dances,  luck  as  compofe  thefe  cakes,  are  not  of 
a  nature  much  difpofed  to  putrify.  But,  how¬ 
ever  that  may  be,  fince  Captain  Cook  oblerves, 
that  this  foup  was  the  means  of  making  his  peo¬ 
ple  eat  a  greater  quantity  of  greens  than  they  o~ 
therwife  would  have  done,  in  fo  far,  fays  he,  we 

mud  allow  it  to  have  been  virtually  antifeptic. 
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So  much  for  thofc  articles,  which  of  late  have 
been  fupplied  to  all  the  King’s  (hips  on  long  voy* 
ages,  and  in  which,  therefore.  Captain  Cook 
claims  no  other  merit  than  the  prudent  difpen- 
fation  of  them  ;  but  the  following  regulations, 
being  either  wholly  new,  or  improveh  hints, 
''  from  forne  of  his  experienced  friends,  he  may 
juftiy  appropriate  to  himfelf. 

Firft,  then,  he  put  his  people  at  three  watches 
inftead  of  two,  (which  is  the  general  practice  at  fea) 
that  is,  he  divided  the  whole  crew  into  three  com¬ 
panies,  and,  by  putting  each  company  upon  the 
watch  by  truns,  four  hours  at  a  time,  every  man 
had  eight  hours  free,  for  four  of  duty:  Where¬ 
as  at  watch  and  watch,  the  half  of  the  men  be¬ 
ing  upon  duty  at  once,  with  returns  of  it  every 
four  hours,  they  can  have  but  broken  Heeps,  and, 
when  expofed  to  wet,  they  have  not  time  to  get 
dry  before  they  lie  down.  In  the  torrid  zone, 
the  men  were  fhaded  from  the  fcorching  heat  of 
the  fun  by  a  covering  over  the  deck  ;  and  when 
under  the  antardfic  circle,  a  coat  was  provided 
for  each  man,  of  a  fubflantial  woolen  fluff,  with 
the  addition  of  a  hood  for  covering  their  heads. 
This  garb,  termed  by  the  failors,  their  Magellan 
jacket,  was  found  very  comfortable  for  working 

in 
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in  rain  and  fnow,  and  among  the  broken  ice  in 
the  high  latitudes  of  the  fouth.  The  greatefl 
attention  was  paid  to  cleanlinefs  ;  the  (hip’s  com¬ 
pany,  one  morning  in  the  week,  paffed  in  review 
before  the  Captain,  who  faw  that  every  man 
had  changed  his  linen,  and  was,  in  other  refpedts, 
as  clean  and  neat  as  circumftances  would  per* 
mit. 

It  is  now  well  known  to  feamen,  of  what  confe- 
qnence  it  is  to  have  the  hammocks  and  bedding 
kept  as  dry  and  well-aired  as  poflible,  infomuch 
that  every  fair  day,  they  are  commonly  ordered 
upon  deck.  In  the  voyage  performed  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook,  they  were  not  only  on  fuch  days 
brought  upon  deck,  but  every  bundle  was  un- 
lafhed,  and  fo  fpread  out,  that  all  the  parts  of  it 
w  ere  expofed  to  the  air. 

With  a  view  to  purify  the  (hip  itfelf,  attention 
was  not  only  given  to  wa(h  and  fcrape  the  decks 
regularly,  as  is  ufually  done,  but  every  part  be¬ 
low  deck  was  kept  fweet  by  means  of  portable 
(ires.  Some  wood  being  put  into  a  proper  (love 
or  grate,  is  lighted,  and  carried  fucceflively  from 
one  part  of  the  (hip  to  another  ;  care  being  ta¬ 
ken  to  retain  it  fo  long  in  each  apartment,  as 
fcems  neqeifary  for  driving  out  the  foul  air,  and 
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occafioning  an  ad  million  of  a  frefli  atrriofphere. 
Thefc  fires,  it  is  apprehended,  might  be  of  ufe  by 
the  acid  fleams  afforded  from  the  wood,  which 
Would,  probably  in  fome  degree,  a£l  as  an  antifep- 
tic  ;  but  the  mod  obvious  advantage  accruing 
from  them,  was  their  drying  up  the  inoifture  in 
thofe  nlaces  where  there  was  the  lead  circulation 

j. 

of  air.  Whilft  the  fires  were  burning,  fome  men 
were  employed  in  rubbing  hard,  with  canvas 
or  oakum,  every  part  of  the  infide  of  the  (hip  that 
was  damp  and  acceflible.  Even  the  fink  or  well, 
which,  from  the  mephitic  vapours  contained  in 
it,  has  often  proved  fatal  to  failors,  was  not  only 
rendered  fafe  but  fweet,  by  means  of  an  iron  pot 
filled  with  fire,  and  let  down  to  burn  in  it. 

The  credit  of  Dr  Hales’s  ventilator  not 
being  as  yet  thoroughly  edablifhed  in  the  navy, 
it  was  not  had  recourfe  to  by  Captain  Cook  ; 
the  wind-fails ,  however,  were  ufed  ;  and  on  fome 
occafions,  were  mod  ferviceable,  particularly  be¬ 
tween  the  tropics.  They  have  this  difadvantage, 
however,  that,  in  hard  gales  of  wind,  they  cannot 
be  put  up,  and  in  dead  calms,  when  they  are 

mod  wanted,  they  have  no  fort  of  influence. 

✓ 

Captain  Cook,  we  are  informed,  was  fo  lucky 
as  to  be  plentifully  fupplied  with  a  very  material 
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article,  viz.  frefh  water,  during  the  whole  voyage. 
He  was  not  without  an  apparatus  for  diddling 
fea-water  ;  and,  though  he  could  not  obtain 
nearly  fo  much  as  was  expeded  from  the  inven¬ 
tion,  yet  he  fometimes  availed  himfelf  of  it. 
Within  the  fouthern  tropic,  in  the  pacific  ocean, 
he,  found  fo  many  iflands  well  ftored  with  fprings, 
that  he  was  never  without  a  fufficiency  of  frefii 
water  for  every  purpofe  ;  and  fo  anxious  wras  he 
to  have  his  water  quite  fweet,  that,  whenever  an 
opportunity  offered,  he  emptied  what  he  had  ta¬ 
ken  in  but  a  few  days  before,  and  filled  his  calks 
'  \  ’  <  '  ' 

anew.  In  palling  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
to  New-Zeeland,  in  the  frozen  zone  of  the 
fouth,  four  months  were  taken  up  ;  and,  although 
land  was  not  feen  for  all  that  time,  yet  there  was 
always  the  greatell  plenty  of  frefh  water  to  be 
got.  Thefe  very  fhoals  and  floating  mountains 
of  ice  among  which  the  fhip  fleered,  were  the 
means  of  giving  a  plentiful  fupply  of  what  was 
mofl  wanted,  it  had  been  faid  that  thofe  flu- 
penduous  maffes  of  ice,  called  mountains,  melted 
into  frefh  water  ;  though  Crantz,  the  relator  of 
that  paradox,  doth  not  imagine  they  originate 
from  the  fea  ;  but  that  they  are  firft  formed  in 
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the  great  rivers  of  the  north,  and  being  carried 
down  into  the  ocean,  are  afterwards  increafed  to 
that  enormous  height,  by  the  fnow  that  falls  upon 
them.  But,  that  all  frozen  fea  water  would 
thaw  into  frvffi,  had  eifher  never  been  afferted, 
or  had  met  with  little  credit.  This  is  certain, 
that  Captain  Cook  expected  no  fuch  tranfmuta- 
tion,  and  therefore  was  agreeably  furprifed  to 
find  he  had  one  difficulty  lefs  to  encounter,  that 
of  preferving  the  health  of  his  men  fo  long  on 
fait  provifions,  with  a  fcanty  allowance  of  corrupt- 

„  j  / 

cd  water,  or  what  he  could  procure  by  diftilla- 
tion.  The  melted  ice  of  the  fea,  was  not  only 
fweet,  but  foft,  and  fo  wbolfome  as  to  ffiew,  a- 
mong  numerous  other  iniiances,  the  fallacy  of 
human  reafon  unfupported  by  experiments.  An 
ancient  of  great  authority  had  affigned,  from 
theory,  bad  qualities  to  melted  fnow;  and,  from 
that  period  to  the  prcfent  times,  tins  prejudice 

had  not  been  quite  removed. 

'  %  v  $ 

In  this  circumnavigation  we  are  informed,  that, 

amid  ft  fleets  and  falls  of  fnow,  fogs,  and  much 
moift  weather,  the  Pvefolution  enjoyed  the  fame 
good  (fate  of  health  fhe  had  done  in  the  tempe¬ 
rate  and  torrid  zones,  it  appears  only,  from  the 
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furgeon’s  journal,  that,  towards  the  end  of  the  firft 
courfe,  viz.  between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  New-Zeeiand,  fome  of  the  crew  began  to 
complain  of  fcurvy  ;  but  the  difeafe  made  little 
progrefs,  except  in  one,  who  had  beco  tie  early 
an  invalid  from  another  caufe. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  account  without 
taking  notice  of  the  juftly  merited  encomiums, 
which,  throughout  the  whole,  Sir  John  Pringle 
has  frequently  occafion  to  pay  to  Mr  Patten, 
the  furgeon  of  the  Refoiution.  His  care,  at¬ 
tention,  and  knowledge  in  his  profeflion,  had 
unqueftionably  no  inconhderable  {hare  in  ac- 
compliihing  an  event  which,  when  compared  with 
tranlacfions  of  a  fimilar  nature,  of  but  recent  date, 
may  juftly  be  reckoned  even  miraculous.  That 
a  company  of  near  one  hundred  and  twenty  men, 
engaged  for  above  three  years  in  a  voyage  through 
every  climate,  fhould,  during  all  that  period,  du* 
ring  all  thefe  expofures  to  the  caufes  of  morbid 
affe&ions,  have  loft  only  one  man  by  difeafe,  is 
an  event,  which  has  never  occurred,  and  probably 
will  never  hereafter  be  equalled. 
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I. 

The  Hiflory  of  a  Cafe  of  Hieranofos  fuccefsfully 
treated  by  the  Flowers  of  Zinc .  By  Dr  Wil¬ 
liam  White,  Fhyfician  at  York. 

MRS  S.  a  lady  of  about  42  years  of  age, 
lufty,  and,  to  appearance,  of  a  very 
healthy  habit,  fent  to  defire  my  affiftance,  and 
gave  me  the  following  account  of  herfelf.  She 
always  had  a  very  weak  fyftem  of  nerves  ;  any 
fudden  furprife  will  render  her  fpeechlefs  for  an 
hour  or  two,  as  I  myfelf  have  feen.  An  emetic, 
which  Ihe  is  very  often  neceffitated  to  take  on 
account  of  violent  naufeas  and  vertigo,  which  on¬ 
ly  give  way  after  quitting  a  great  quantity  of 
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phlegm  from  her  ftomach,  always  had  that  ef¬ 
fect.  As  fhe  could  not  live  without  frequent  e~ 
metics,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  dreaded  their 
conftant  effect,  {he  dehred  me  to  try  fome  medi¬ 
cine  of  another  kind  ;  at  length  1  found  that  the 
acetum  fcilliticum  had  a  happy  efRdt.  She  often 
takes  it,  and  it  is  never  followed  by  any  degree  of 
aphonia.  Such  is  the  peculiarity  of  this  lady’s 
conftitution,  that  the  gum  guaiacum,  in  whatever 
form,  always  is  followed  by  lofs  of  fight  for  fome 
hours,  by  which  effedt  Ihe  unerringly  knows 
when  it  has  been  given  her,  however  diiguifed. 

She  had  good  health  till  the  eleventh  year  of 
her  age,  and  was  then  taken  with  the  chorea 
fan&i  viti,  which  held  her  a  long  time.  About 
fixteen  fhe  was  feized  with  the  hieranofos,  which, 
notwithlfanding  the  advice  of  three  phyficians  at 
home,  and  many  elfewhere,  continued  inceffantly 
for  three  years.  She  was  then  reduced  to  an  ex¬ 
treme  degree  of  weakntfs,  and  pad  any  hopes  of 
recovery,  her  diforder  being  fo  fingular,  as  to 
terrify  her  friends,  who  defired  her  death,  as  the 
only  releafe  from  her  fufferings. 

All  the  clafs  of  nervous  medicines  were 
repeatedly  tried,  mufk,  opium,  caftor,  cam¬ 
phor,  valerian,  the  cortex,  chalybeates,  cold 

and 
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and  hot  bathing,  &c.  A  ptyalifm  was  railed  with 
calomel,  withoijt  any  effect,  lfiiies  were  cut  in 
both  legs  and  arms  ;  blitters  alone  gave  her  relief, 
and  that  only  for  a  fhort  time,  during  the  ferous 
difcharge.  After  three  years  the  difeafe  gradu¬ 
ally  abated,  by  taking  fome  pills  of  Ward’s.  I 
have  feen  her  feveral  times  affeded  with  it  in  a 
flight  degree  for  a  few  hours,  after  any  thing 
which  hurries  her  fpirits.  This  fhe  patiently  fuf~ 
fered,  as  every  thing  had  been  done  which  me¬ 
dicine  could  afford  her. 

In  November  fhe  began  to  be  much  vvorfe 
than  ufual ;  and,  from  what  fhe  could  recoiled 
of  her  former  fufferings,  thought  fhe  was  going 
quickly  to  be  as  bad  as  in  her  firfl  attack  ^  fend¬ 
ing  for  me,  I  obferved  as  follows. 

Complains  of  a  violent  pain  in  the  right  fide 
of  her  face,  and  univerfal  erratic  pains  and  fore- 
nefs.  A  fcorching  heat  all  over  the  fkin,  except 
her  feet  up  to  the  ancles,  which  are  as  cold  as 
marble.  Pulfe  not  quickened,  but  full ;  mouth 
dry,  but  no  great  thirfl  ;  body  coftive,  which  h 
i’ndeed  her  natural  habit,  fo  as  to  oblige  her  to 
the  frequent  ufe  of  magndia.  Regular  as  to  the 
menfes,  the  return  of  which  fhe  expeds  in  five  or 

fix 
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fix  days.  Appetite  good,  rather  voracious  $  but 
her  fpirits  are  always  low  after  a  full  meal,  efpe- 
dally  dinner.  Has  a  violent  pain  in  the  loins, 
which  often  fhifts  into  firft  one  hip,  then  the  o- 
ther  ;  the  leg  of  which  fide  is  then  affeded  with 
ftupor  and  nurnbnefs,  fo  that  fhe  drags  it  after  in 
walking.  Faulters  in  her  fpeech  at  times,  but 
this  continues  not  long.  , 

All  the  mufcles  in  her  body  in  ftrong  convulfive 
motions,  not  all  at  .the  fame  time,  but  fucceflively  ; 
e.  g.  her  face  is  violently  affeded,  nofe,  eyelids, 
&c.  and  her  whole  head,  which  is  thrown  violent¬ 
ly  backward,  and  often  twitched  from  one  fide 
to  the  other,  with  violent  pain.  From  hence  it 
removes  into  the  arms,  firft  one,  then  the  other  j 
thefe  being  deferted,  one,  or  both  legs  immedi¬ 
ately  become  convulfed  with  violent  and  incefiant 
motions.  Thus,  all  the  external  parts  of  her  body 
are,  by  turns,  affeded. 

She  is  all  the  time  perfedly  fenfible,  and  knows 
what  limb  is  going  to  be  next  affeded,  by  a  fen- 
fation  of  fomethmg  running  into  it  from  the 
part  already  convulfed,  which  fhe  cannot  deferibe 
in  words ;  but  fhe  has  frequently  told  me  the  part 
going  to  be  affeded,  which  I  always  found  to  be 

true. 
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true,  though  the  tranfition  is  furprifmgly  quick. 
A  flight  preflure  upon  the  part  gives  eafe,  per¬ 
haps  by  giving  tenflon  to  the  mufcles ;  but,  at¬ 
tempting  once  to  hold  her  head  tight,  fhe  told 
me  fhe  could  not  bear  it,  as  it  increafed  her 
pains,  which  might  arife  from  forcibly  prevent¬ 
ing  the  free  contractions  of  the  convulfed  mufcles. 
She  is  eafieft  in  a  prone  pofture.  Such  has 
been  her  fituation  upwards  of  48  hours,  with 
fcarce  a  moment’s  re  million,  by  which  Ihe  com¬ 
plains  of  great  and  univerfal  forenefs.  No  words 
can  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  her  odd  appear¬ 
ance  ;  and  I  do  not  in  the  lead  wonder  that,  in 
the  times  of  ignorance  and  fuperftition,  fuch  dif- 
eafes  were  aferibed  to  fupernatural  caufes  and  the 
agency  of  demons. 

As  Ihe  had  formerly,  in  a  fimilar  fituation,  ta¬ 
ken  fo  many  powerful  medicines  without  fuccefs, 
I  awn,  had  not  the  zinc  occurred  to  me,  Ifhould 
have  defpaired  of  trying  them  again  ;  but,  as  Ihe 
was  defirous  of  taking  any  thing  preferibed,  I 
ordered  a  blifter  ad  nucham,  et  florum  zinci,  gr. 
i.  in  a  pill,  twice  a  day,  wafhed  down  with  a  cor¬ 
dial  julep.  This  was  on  the  28th  of  November. 

29.  Blifter  has  difeharged  greatly ;  pulfe  lefs 
full  $  no  convulfions  this  morning  $  complains 
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of  a  numbnefs  in  the  right  cheek,  where  her  pain 
was  ;  pain  in  her  loins  eafier ;  no  numbnefs  in 
either  leg  ;  fpirits  good  this  morning.  She 
doubled  the  dofe  of  her  pills  this  day. 

30.  Had  fotne  flight  twitchings  in  the  night, 
but  of  fhort  continuance  ;  none  this  morning  5 
feels  not  the  lead  fenfible  effect  from  the  pills  ; 
fcarce  any  deep  the  two  lalf  nights  ;  feet  quite 
warm;  pulfe  natural  ;  an  itching,  but  no  fcorch- 
ing  heat  in  the  fkin  ;  has  taken  fome  magnefia, 
fum.  pil.  ii.  ter  die. 

December  1.  Has  had  a  good  night  ;  no  con- 
vulfions  fince  I  faw  her  ydterJay  ;  no  percep¬ 
tible  effe&s  from  her  pills  ;  in  other  rdpe&s,  as 
before.  Took  nine  pills  this  day. 

2.  No  complaint  fince  ydterday;  blifter  al- 
moft  healed.  Sum.  pil.  iv.  ter  die. 

5.  On  a  journey,  did  not  fee  my  patient. 

4.  No  return  of  the  fpafrns  fince  I  faw  herlaft  - 
complains  of  ficknefs  and  headach,  to  which  fhe 
is  very  fubject,  for  which  I  ordered  her  to  take 
an  emetic  of  acet.  fcillit.  in  the  evening. 

6.  Difcharged  much  phlegm,  by  the  puke,  as 
ufual  ;  nerves  quite  firm  to-day,  and  is  in  all  re- 
fpe&s  in  good  health.  Medicines  difeontirued. 

Singular 
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Singular  Effects  from  a  flight  wound  in  the  Thigh . 


By  Dr  William  Scott  Fhyfician  at  Hawick, 
Roxburghshire. 

man  about  thirty  years  of  age,  a  mafon  by 


A.  JL  trade,  cleaving  a  piece  of  wood  with  a 

blunt  hatchet,  it  fbpt  off,  and  made  a  wound  a- 

/ 

bout  two  inches  above  the  knee,  an  inch  and 
half  in  length,  not  much  deeper  than  the  fkm. 
He  was  then  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  home,  but 
was  carried  to  his  own  houfe  next  day,  when  I 
was  called  to  vifit  him.  The  wound  had  bled 
but  little,  and  -was  attended  with  no  great  pain  ; 
I  dreffed  it  with  dry  drefling,  and  a  poultice  of 
bread  and  milk  was  put  over  it.  Every  thing 
feemed  to  go  on  very  well,  and  in  five  days  he 
went  again  to  work  ;  but,  in  the  afternoon,  a 
deal  in  the  fcaffold  gave  w7ay,  and  that  leg,  which 
had  before  been  wounded,  was  fprained.  This 
brought  on  a  great  pain  and  inflammation  on  the 
knee,  which  increafed  daily  ;  but,  upon  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  poultices  and  fomentations,  the  pain  aba¬ 
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ted.  It  Rill,  however,  at  times,  returned,  and 
began  to  difeharge  a  great  quantity  of  thin  mat¬ 
ter,  like  whey,  fo  as  to  go  through  many  cloths, 
as  likewife  the  bed-cioaths,  fo metirnes  down  to 
the  floor.  When  I  probed  the  wound,  there  was 
a  finus,  about  three  inches  above  the  wound,  al- 
nioft  all  round,  except  a  final!  fpacc  in  the  under 
part,  but  no  deeper  than  juft  below  the  (kin, 
which  contained  the  matter.  When  the  difeharge 
at  any  time  flopped,  the  moft  excruciating  pains 
run  all  round  the  knee,  till  it  emptied  itfclftothe 
degree  already  defended.  The  pain  generally 
returned  in  the  afternoon,  with  great  violence, 
and  continued  till  it  was  relieved  by  a  free  dif¬ 
eharge  in  the  morning.  In  that  condition  he 
continued  for  fifteen  days,  when  another  phyfi- 
cian  was  called,  who  advifed  that  a  large  incifton 
fhould  be  made.  However,  that  night  I  viftted 
him,  and  ordered  three  calomel  bolufes,  for  three 
nights  fuccefliveiy,  and  a  dofe  of  falls  and  fenna 
the  fourth  day.  Thefe  had  furprifmg  effe&s ; 
for,  upon  taking  the  flnft  bolus,  the  pain  abated, 
and  the  fwelhng  of  the  knee  and  leg,  which  was 
great  before,  every  day  diminifhed  ;  upon  taking 
the  purgative,  the  difeharge  from  the  wound 
dried  up.  I  repeated  the  bolus  and  phyfle  every 
Yol.  IV.  Z  wcek^ 
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week,  for  three  weeks  together.  In  a  fortnight 
after  he  went  to  work,  and  now  is  in  perfedl 
health.  Every  bolus  opened  him,  and  brought 


off  foetid  fluff;  and,  upon  taking  the  phyfic,  the 


fmell  was  fo  flrongly  foetid,  that  every  flool  was 
obliged  to  be  carried  out,  otherwife  no  one  could 
flay  in  the  room.  Eyery  time  the  bolufes  and 
phylic  were  taken,  more  or  lefs  of  that  fluff  was, 
di  [charged. 


Fatly  Sub  fiances  voided  by  Stool .  By  Dr  William 
Scott,  Phyfician ,  Hawick, 


XjL  years  of  age,  after  working  hard,  in  warm 
weather,  cutting  down  corn,  was  feized  with  a 
pam  in  her  flomach,  loathing  of  food,  obflrudlion 
of  the  menfes,  colics,  and  pains  from  flatulency. 
As  the  colics  frequently  feized  her,  injedlions,  a- 
nodynes,  and  facred  elixir  were  adminiftred.  Af¬ 
ter  that  I  gave  vomits,  and  rhubarb  bolufes,  with 
calomel.  Upon  taking  two  or  three  of  thefes 
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fhe  began  to  void,  by  (lool,  fatty  fubftances,  in 
great  numbers,  about  the  lize  of  nuts,  beans, 
peafe,  &c.  When  thefe  were  thrown  into  the 
fire  they  burnt  like  tallow,  which  they,  in  every 
refpedl,  refembied.  After  palling  thefe  in  finall 
quantities  for  three  weeks,  fire  got  clear  of  all  her 
complaints,  and  has  now  continued  in  very  good 

health  for  thefe  feveral  years, 

1  &  * 


IV. 

Qbfervations  on  Venereal  Warts.  By  Mr  William 
Dcafe,  Surgeon ,  Dublin. 

AMONG  the  many  obflinate  complaints 
that  accompany  venereal  inflexions,  I  do 
not  know  any  more  hard,  fometimes,  to  remove, 
than  venereal  warts,  fo  as  not  to  appear  again  ; 
nor  do  I  know  any  cafe  in  which  the  peril  fling 
too  long  in  a  courfe  of  mercurials  is  attended 
with  worfe  confequences  ;  of  which  the  following 

cafes  are  ftrong  examples. 

/ 

I.  A  young  gentleman,  fometime  in  1772, 
cpntraXed  a  clap,  for  which,  I  believe,  he  under- 
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went  no  regular  treatment.  Three  months  af- 
ter,  he  came  to  me  for  advice  about  an  abfeefs  on 
the  verge  of  the  anus.  He  told  me,  that,  before 
it  appeared,  he  had  a  [welling  in  the  groin,  which 
went  back.  As  the  abfeefs  was  full  of  matter,  I 
opened  it,  and  finding  the  rebtuin  thin  and  bare, 
I  fimply  divided  it.  Every  thing  went  on  well ; 
after  the  fuppuration  was  compleatly  formed,  as 
there  was  a  ftrong  prefumption  he  was  poxed,  I 
advifed  him  to  rub  in  a  dram  of  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment  every  fecond  night ;  but  with  this  he  would 
not  comply  ;  fo  I  put  him  on  a  courfe  of  the  mer¬ 
curial  pill,  with  a  decochon  of  farfaparilla.  In 
three  weeks  he  feemed  quite  well  j  but  then  he 
fhewed  me,  for  the  firft  time,  three  or  four  warts 
he  had  behind  the  glans  penis.  1  rubbed  them 
down  with  lunar  cauflic,  and  enjoined  him  to  ufe, 
at  lead  for  three  weeks  more,  the  pills  and  decoc¬ 
tion.  The  warts  disappeared,  as  he  followed  my 
advice ;  and,  after  that,  he  went  into  the  country, 
where  he  foon  recovered  his  former  robufl  habit 
of  body. 

\ 

Four  months  after,  he  came  to  me,  and  fhewed 
me  the  warts  grown  again  :  but  faid  he  never  en- 
joyed  better  health,  and  would  take  no  medicine, 
but  begged  I  would  give  him  fome  cauftic,  which 
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I  did  ;  and  thereby  he  occasionally  took  them, 
down,  and  continued  inperfed  health  for  a  year, 
from  the  time  I  fir  ft  had  the  care  of  him.  But 
then  another  abfcefs,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  anus, 
fimiiar  to  the  firft,  appeared,  which  I  opened  in 
the  fame  manner  I  had  done  before. 

Another  gentleman  of  the  profeffion  was  now 
called  in,  and,  in  confultation,  was  of  opinion 
the  patient  was  ft  ill  poxed,  and  that  it  was  ab¬ 
solutely  neceffary  he  Should  be  Salivated.  I  urged, 

\ 

that,  though  there  was  a  probability  it  might  be 
fo,  yet,  as  I  had  often  feen  warts  remain  after  re¬ 
peated  Salivations,  when  it  might  be  prefumed 
the  virus  was  Subdued,  and  the  complaint  but  lo¬ 
cal  ;  and,  as  our  patient  had.  at  prefent,  a  dry 
hufky  cough  and  hoarfenefs,  it  would  be  better 
to  treat  him  in  a  more  gentle  manner,  and  wait 
the  effed.  This  advice  was  not  received,  and 
his  friends  put  hkn  under  the  care  of  the  other 
gentleman,  who  removed  him  to  a  nurfekeeper’s, 
where  he  had  him  nine  weeks  in  a  Salivation, 
His  fore  Soon  healed,  but  the  Warts  remained  un¬ 
altered  ;  his  ftrength  was  much  exhaufted,  and, 
the  laft  week,  he  began  to  Spit  blood.  It  was  now 
found,  altho’  too  late,  that  mercurials  would  not 
do  ;  and,  as  the  laft  refource,  he  was  Sent  to 

Z  3  Wicklow, 
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Wicklow,  it  being  the  beginning  of  May,  to  drink 
goats  whey ;  but  fpitting  of  pus  foon  fucceeded 
to  that  of  blood,  attended  with  a  condant  pain 
in  the  breaft,  colliquative  fweats,  purgings  at 
times,  &c.  Three  weeks  before  he  died,  1  law 
him,  and  he  ihewed  me  the  warts  (till  unchanged* 
lie  died,  to  the  lad  degree  confumptive,  in  Au- 
gull. 

II.  In  17  72,  A  young  man,  about  twenty-one 
or  twenty -two,  in  compan)'  with  fome  ocher 
young  men,  being  all  drunk,  lay  with  a  common 
proditute.  They  were  ali  difeafed  in  confe- 
quence.  He  had  a  troubiefome  heat  in  making 
urine,  but  no  running,  and  foon  after  a  number 
cl  warts  appeared  on  the  glans,  and  behind  it. 
He  went  from  one  praditioner  to  another,  in  the 
country,  and  took  a  variety  of  mercurials,  with- 

1  ■  ' 

out  any  alteration,  but  when  he  took  them  down 
by  caudic  ;  which  produced  but  a  temporary 
effed,  as  they  foon  fprung  up  afrdh.  He  at  lad 
came  up  to  Dublin  to  have  my  advice  :  He  had 
now  been  for  a  year  difeafed,  and  never  had  any 
other  venereal  appearance  ;  his  conhitution  fee  in - 
ed  only  affected  by  the  great  quantity  of  medi¬ 
cine  he  had  taken . 


As 


COMMENTARIES. 


339 


As  there  feemed  to  be  no  doubt  of  his  being 
poxed,  the  different  treatments  he  underwent, 
having  been  by  no  means  regular,  I  advifed  him 
to  ftay  under  my  care  for  fome  time,  to  which 
he  confented.  I  began  with  bleeding  arid  gentle 
purging ;  and  put  him  on  a  foft  mild  diet,  &c. 
and  made  him  take  the  warm  bath.  After 
twelve  days  preparation,  during  which  time  he 
bathed  twelve  times,  I  began  with  the  mercurial 
friQions,  ufing  only  a  dram  of  ointment  each 
time  ;  and  he  continued  them  fo  as  not  to  let  the 
mercury  affecf  his  mouth  ;  lie  left  the  warts 
•without  any  application,  and  waited  the  event. 
In  fix  weeks,  not  finding  them  likely  to  go  off, 
I  rubbed  them  with  the  lunar  cauftic;  but  in  a 
little  time  they  grew  up  as  big  as  ever.  I  then 
had  recourfe  to  the  lapis  infernalis,  arid  made  the 
whole  interior  part  of  the  prepuce,  and  exterior 
bf  the  glans  hough  off ;  but  iiill  they  grew  up 
again  ;  and,  after  he  had  been  under  my  care  for 
ten  weeks,  during  which  time  he  rubbed  in  five 
ounces  of  ointment,  the  two  1  aft  of  which  made 
him  (pit,  to  fee  the  e fleet,  I  was  obliged  to  fend 
him  into  the  country,  in  danger  of  a  hebtic, 
the  warts  being  as  large  as  ever. 
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W;th  goats  whey,  and  a  milk  diet,  he  recover¬ 
ed  in  a  fhort  time  ;  but  the  uneafinefs  of  mind  he 
differed,  made  him  apply  to  pra&itioners  in  the 
country,  when  he  took,  as  he  told  me,  a  vad 
quantity  of  pills,  &c.  He  came  up  to  Dublin 
once  more,  after  being  ten  months  in  the  coun* 
try  ;  it  was  in  June,  and  he  was  much  in  the  fame 
duration  as  when  1  fir  ft  faw  him,  affected  with 
no  o,h  r  complaint  but  the  warts.  In  cbnfulta- 
tion  with  two  gentlemen  of  the  profdlion,  it  was 
agreed  he  fliould  pals,  after  the  neceffary  prepara¬ 
tions,  through  a  courfe  of  frictions,  which  was 
continued  for  eight  weeks  without  having  much 
effect  on  his  mouth.  What  mod  encouraged  us 
was,  that  the  fir  ft  four  weeks,  the  warts  feemed 
to  wither  and  drop  off,  but,  in  the  latter  end, 
grew  up  a  frefh.  We  tried  every  kind  of  ef- 
carotic,  ftrong  and  weak,  thofe  mentioned  in  the 
Medical  Observations,  mercurial  purges,  &c.  to 
no  purpofe.  At  length  we  left  them  off,  and  put 
him  on  the  extract  of  cicuta,  and  a  light  decodlion 
of  bark. 

He  now  began,  after  four  months  from  the 
time  he  came  up  to  town,  to  grow  weak,  fweat 
at  night,  and  (pit  feme  blood.  He  was  very 
much  emaciated,  and  loft  his  appetite,  his  legs 
dwelled,  and  his  pulfe  was  extremely  quick.  11c- 

courfe 
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coorfe  was  had  in  vain  toaflfes  inilk,  Seltzer  wa¬ 
ter,  Peruvian  bark,  &c.  He  went,  in  October 
1774,  to  the  country,  and  died  in  December  fol¬ 
lowing,  confumptive,  the  warts  remaining  as  large 
as  ever.  The  lungs  in  both  thefe  patients  teem¬ 
ed  to  be  the  parts  chiefly  aliened. 

V 

III.  A  coachman,  alter  fotne  claps,  nof  re¬ 
gularly  treated,  had  warts  behind  the  glans,  and 
at  the  opening  of  the  meatus  urinarius.  He 
applied  to  me  at  St  Nicholas’s  Hofpital,  in  1770, 
where  he  was  twice  ialivated  that  year,  and  took 
a  variety  of  medicines  ;  he  had  them  often  con- 
fumed  by  caufldc  ;  but  kill  they  are  at  prefent, 
1776,  as  big  as  they  were  when  I  faw  them  firft. 
He  rubs  them  down,  from  time  to  time,  with 
lunar  cauftic,  is  robufl:  and  flrong,  enjoys  excel¬ 
lent  health,  has  been  married  thefe  four  years, 
and  has  had  three  healthy  children.  The  mo¬ 
ther  had  never  the  leak  complaint,  and  he  has  ta¬ 
ken  no  kind  of  medicine  fince  the  firft  year. 
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MR  Cruikshank  of  London,  in  a  letter  to 
Dr  Duncan,  communicates  the  following 
obfervations. 

c  I  defcribed  at  le&ures,  a  few  days  ago,  a  dif* 
eafe  which  is  not  unfrequent  here  ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  gave  the  method  of  cure,  as  propofed 
by  Mr  Hunter.  On  converfmg  afterwards,  with 
fome  of  the  gentlemen  from  Edinbugh,  who  do 
us  the  honour  of  attending  in  VvTind-mill  ftreet, 
I  underllood  it  was  new  to  them.  I  imagine, 
therefore,  that  an  account  of  it,  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  your  Commentary,  may  not  be  unac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  public. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  pieces  of  cartilage, 
of  bone  covered  by  cartilage,  are  found  loofe  in 
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the  cavity  of  the  joint  of  the  knee.  Thefe  are 
of  different  fizes.  Some  of  them  I  have  feen, 
were  as  large  as  common  garden  beans.  They 
are  generally  flat,  oblong,  having  their  edges 
rounded.  It  is  feidom  we  find  more  than  one 
of  thefe  loofe  cartilages  in  a  joint ;  I  have  feme 
times,  however,  feen  two.  I  formerly  confidered 
them  as  belonging  to  the  patella;  and  that,  like  the 
offa  triquetra  in  the  fcull,  they  owed  their  origin 
to  diftincf  points  of  ollification.  My  having  hnce 
found  one  entirely  cartilaginous,  and  another, 
which,  though  bone  covered  by  cartilage,  was 
formed  on  the  lower  end  of  the  femur,  has  con¬ 
vinced  me  I  was  wrong.  In  the  laffc  mentioned 
cafe,  there  was  a  cavity  in  the  lower  end  of  the 
femur,  correfponding  to  the  loofe  bone,  fhowing 
that  they  had  been  connected  with  one  another  ; 
though,  as  both  furfaces  were  nearly  fmooth,  the 
manner  of  their  connection  was  not  evident.  I 
fhould  fuppofe  that,  during  their  growing,  thefe 
cartilages  and  bones  are  connected  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  parts  by  velfels  ;  and  that,  when  either 
their  determined  growth  is  finifhed,  or  their 
fize  is  too  large  for  the  eafy  motion  of  the 
joint,  they  become  loofe.  When  they  become 
loofe,  the  fynovia,  from  the  irritation  they  induce* 
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is  fecreted  in  greater  quantity  ;  the  capfular  liga» 
ment  becomes  di  (fended  ;  the  knee  appears  (wel¬ 
led  ;  a  degree  of  flifFnefs  takes  place  in  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  joint,  with  more  or  lefs  of  exte  na  in¬ 
flammation.  There  is  alfo  the  diftindt  feel  of  a 
fluid  underneath  ;  and  the  loofe  bit  of  cartilage 
gets  frequently  above  the  condyles  of  the  femur, 
on  the  out  or  in  fide  of  the  knee,  and  may  be  laid 
hold  of  with  the  thumb  and  finger  through  the 
integuments.  I  have  a  recent  cafe  juft  now  in 

i 

my  eye,  and  have  daily  an  opportunity  of  feel¬ 
ing  one  of  thefe  cartilages  in  the  living  fubjedt. 
When,  the  patient  has  walked  much,  the  fynovia 
is  fenfibly  increafed,  and  on  remaining  more  quiet, 
for  two  or  three  days,  is  as  fenfibly  dimini- 
fhed.  The  bits  of  cartilage  (for  the  patient  tells 
me  he  fotnetimes  feels  a  fmaller  one  than  that 
j  which  I  have  felt)  mean  while,  lie  either  in  the 
centre  of  the  joint,  and  confequently  out  of  the 
reach  of  being  felt,  or  on  the  outfide  or  infide 
of  the  condyles  of  the  femur,  where  they  may  bq 
eafily  laid  hold  of,  and  worked  between  the  fin¬ 
gers  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
joint.  The  patient  has  obferved  thefe  cartilages 
for  feme  months  pad,  during  which  time,  they 
have  never  produced  any  very  great  inconveni¬ 
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ence,  or  confined  him  to  the  houfe,  The  fym- 
ptoms,  however,  are  not  always  fo  mild,  and  an 
operation  becomes  frequently  necdfary.  Much 
fee  ns  to  depend  on  the  furgeon,  whether  this 
operation  {hail  be  a  dangerous  one  or  not. 

Mr  Hunter  recommends  the  removing  them  by 
incifion  ;  but  thinks  the  particular ifpot  where  the 
operation  is  to  be  performed,  as  well  as  the  man¬ 
ner  of  operating,  deferve  the  greateft  attention. 

There  is  a  part  within  the  cavity  of  the  joint  of 
the  knee,  which  receives  the  bafis  of  the  patella, 
during  the  extenfion  of  the  leg.  It  partakes 
more  of  the  nature  of  cellular  membrane,  than 
capfular  ligament,  and  lies  under  the  lower  ex¬ 
tremities  of  the  vafti  and  crureus  mufcles,  be¬ 
fore  they  are  inferted  into  the  patella.  Mr  Hun¬ 
ter  propofes  to  lay  hold  of  the  cartilage  or  bone, 
and  cut  down  upon  them,  at  this  place  ^  the  in¬ 
cifion,  be  thinks,  fhouid  be  no  larger  than  juft 
to  ailow  ot  their  being  eafily  thruft  out.  A  ftitch 
or  two  is  then  to  he  palled  through  the  divided 
integuments,  and  the  lips  of  the  wound,  by  thefe 
means,  are  to  be  brought  together.  Thefe 
flitches,  however,  mull  not  pafs  into  the  cavity 
of  the  joint  ;  inftead  of  uniting  the  parts  in  this 
cafe,  they  would  act  as  fetons,  and  produce  inflam¬ 
mation. 
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mation,  in  place  of  preventing  it.  To  be  con-* 
vinced  of  this  laft  affertipn,  he  fays,  one  needs  on¬ 
ly  to  be  put  in  mind  of  the  introdu&ion  of  a  fe- 
ton  into  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis,  for  the  radi¬ 
cal  cure  of  the  hydrocele.  The  aim  of  the  fur- 
geon,  then,  is,  if  poffible,  to  heal  the  woun  dby 
the  firft  intention.  A  piece  of  (licking  plafler, 
with  proper  bandage,  and  position  of  the  joint, 
may  even  make  flitches  in  the  integuments  un- 
neceffary.  Mr  Hunter  recol  lefts  fix  or  feven 

i 

cafes,  in  which  thefe  cartilages  were  removed  by 
excifion,  though  not  juft  in  the  manner  recom¬ 
mended.  All  of  thefe,  excepting  one,  did  well. 
The  operation  in  this  one  was  attended  with 
gn  at  inflammation,  and  followed  by  an  anchylofis 
of  the  joint,  I  have  been  told  of  two  cafes, 
which  came  under  the  care  of  a  lurgeon  in  the 
country,  within  thefe  few  months,  and  which 
terminated  ill.  Whether  this  want  of  fuccefs, 
was  owing  to  fome  overfight  in  the  operator,  on 
to  the  operation  itfeli,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
learn.  There  are  conftimtions  where  any 
wound,  much  more  a  penetrating  wound  into 
the  cavity  of  the  joint  of  the  knee,  will  be  attend¬ 
ed  with  danger. 

The  circumftances  which  the  operator  has  mod 
ta  avoid,  Mr  Hunter  afferts,  is  the  expofing  the 
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cavity  of  the  joint  to  much  ;  the  lacerating  or 
bruifing  of  the  capfular  ligament  ;  the  not  pro¬ 
perly  clofing  the  orifice  in  the  integuments  ;  or 
'  the  employing  a  blunt  or  dirty  inftrument  in  the 
dividing  them .  All,  or  any  of  thefe  circumftances, 

he  thinks,  will  produce  inflammation  of  the  joint, 

«  '  *  '  1  ? 

and  render  the  operation  exceedingly  dangerous. 
But,  in  tolerably  found  conftitutions,  the  opera¬ 
tion  now  recommended,  performed  with  the  ne- 
ceffary  precautions,  he  is  convinced,  is  as  fafe 
a  one  as  molt  operations  in  furgery. 

When  the  cavity  of  the  joint  has  inflamed,  the  dan¬ 
ger, he  owns, is  very  great.  Ligament  and  carriage, 
the  fubitances  compofing  joints,  have  fe  wer  veifels 
than  any  other  parts,  perhaps,  of  an  animal  body; 
they  inflame,  fuppurate,  or  go  through  the  ufual 
procefles  of  parts  under  irritation,  with  greater 
difficulty  ;  and,  when  they  have  gone  through 
them,  the  confequences  are  generally  deftructive 
of  the  ordinary  intentions  of  thefe  proceffes  ;  the 
joint  anchylofes,  and  is  deflroyed  inflead  of  being 
recovered.  The  irritation,  meanwhile,  attending 
fuch  fruitlefs  procefles,  generally  proves  fatal. 
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The  following  gentlemen  have  been  lately  na¬ 
med  foreign  members  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
medicine  eftablifhed  in  the  courfe  of  the  lad 
year  by  an  order  of  council  at  Paris. 


Sir  John  Pringle  Bart.  Med.  Reg. 

Sir  Clifton  Wintnngham  Bart.  Med.  Reg* 
Sir  George  Baker  Bart.  Med.  Reg. 
William  Cullen,  Med.  Reg. 

John  Fothergill,  M.  D. 

Thomas  Glafs,  M.  D. 

Henry  Quin,  M.  D. 

George  Cleghorn,  M.  D. 

James  Lind,  M.  D. 

David  Macbride,  M.  D. 

Thomas  Percival,  M.  D. 

Samuel  Foart  Simmons,  M.  D. 

%  %  % 


Tranflation  of  part  of  a  letter  from  Dr  de  Lim- 
bourg,  F.  R.  S.  phyficianj  at  the  Spaw,  to  Dr 
Simmons. 

^  The  Vienna  pried  you  mention,  feems  to 
be  the  fame  who  has  made  fo  much  noife  in 
other  parts  of  Germany,  particularly  at  Elwan- 
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gen.  His  name  is  Gefner.  I  had  a  long  corre- 
fpondence  concerningdiim  with  a  man  of  learning 
and  diffinguifhed  reputation,  who  is  fir(t  phyfi- 
cian  to  an  Elector,  and  very  far  from  being  cre¬ 
dulous  on  any  other  occafion,  yet  fo  firmly  per- 
fuaded  of  the  reality  of  the  curate  Gdner’s 
miracles,  that  he  was  at  length  fomywhat 
piqued  at  my  want  of  faith.  The  celebrated 
De  Haen  bided  with  Gefner,  and  pubhfhed, 
a  work,  De  Miraculis ,  which  was  fupprdkd, 
and  much  has  been  faid  of  him  in  dif¬ 
ferent  journals  ;  but  this  archiatcr  gave  me 
an  account  of  dome  wonderful  faffs,  which 
have  appeared  in  none  of  thofe  publications, 
and  of  which  he  himfelf  was  witnefs,  with 
feveral  others,  (phyficians  and  divines)  of 
different  religions,  who  were  affembled  for 
this  purpofe  by  order  of  the  Eleclor  of 
Bavaria.  Gefner,  placing  his  right  hand  on 
the  forehead,  and  the  left  on  the  V occiput, 

in  the  name  of  Jefus  commanded  epilepti- 

\ 

cal"  patients  to  be  attacked  with  their  fits, 
and  hyfierical  patients  to  have  fudden  con-vul- 
fions,  with,  or  without  delirium,  cries,  laughter, 
&c.  or  he  would  command  fainting,  or  St 
Vox*.  IV.  A  a  Vitus’s 
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Vitus’s  dance  ;  and  in  all  thefe  things  he  was  in- 
dandy  obeyed,  and  the  moment  he  faid,  6  Get 
6  up,’  they  were  cured.  I  ventured  to  fuppofe, 
that  thefe  tricks  were  fimilar  to  thofe  which  made 

t  , 

fo  much  noife  at  the  deacon’s  tomb  at  Paris  for¬ 
merly,  and  I  pleaded  the  effe&s  of  fear,  credulity  , 
&c.  on  the  imagination  of  thofe  people ;  but  my 
arguments  were  not  fufEcient  to  convince  the 
learned  Archiater,  who  atteded  to  me  the  cure  of 
more  than  three  thoufand  patients  in  this  way. 
But  the  affair  ended  by  the  curate’s  being  forbid¬ 
den  to  perforin  any  more  of  his  miracles  in  Ger¬ 
many  ;  and  for  fome  time  pad  I  have  heard  no¬ 
thing  of  him.” 

•  ...  .  -  i  '  . 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dr  Simmons  to  Dr 

!  \  i  4  4  '  '  i  *,T; 

Duncan. 

“  In  my  way  to  the  German  Spa  lad  year,  I 
vifited  the  prior  of  the  Englidi  Dominican  con¬ 
vent  at  Louvain,  who  is  famous  or  his  fkill  in  the 
management  of  bees.  This  ingenious  friar,  who 
is  every  day  making  fome  curious  experiments 
on  this  fubjed,  has  difeovered,  that  the  pure  ho¬ 
ney  we  have  been  ufed  to  procure  from  Nar- 
bonne,  Spain,  and  Minorca,  is  to  be  met  with  in 

every 
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every  country.  It  is  frequently  collected  by  the 
bees  after  gentle  (bowers,  and  when  the  hops  (of 
which  there  are  confiderable  plantations  in  the 
Auft  rian  Netherlands)  are  covered  with  honey- 
dew,  he  never  fails  to  find  it  in  the  hive,  and  then 
he  cuts  out  the  part  of  the  comb  in  which  it  is 
depoiited.  The  bad  effects  of  the  honey-dew 
are  well  known  to  my  countrymen  the  hop-plant¬ 
ers  in  Kent.  The  good  Dominican  goes  fo  far 
as  to  fuppofe,  that  thefe  had  effects  would  be  pre¬ 
vented,  in  fome  degree,  were  the  farmers  and 
labouring  people  to  be  more  fojlicitous  about  the 
prefervation  and  increafe  of  bees.  They  are  fo 
much  attended  to  in  the  Low  Countries,  that  a 
certain  farmer  near  Louvain  fells  a  tlioufand 
(locks  every  year,  at  nine  efcalins  each  (about 
five  (hillings  Englhh).  The  prior,  who  has  a  great 
number  of  hives  in  his  garden,  afferts,  that  lie  gets 
three  times  as  much  honey  as  is  ufually  procured 
by  the  common  management,  as  he  is  able  to 
make  his  bees  work  when  he  pieafes,  and  at  any 
time  of  the  year.  When  a  colony  is  become  too 
populous,  he  di (tributes  the  bees  into  different 
hives,  and  now  and  then  he  finds  it  neceffary  to 
Coileft  the  bees  of  feveral  hives  into  one.  He 
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had  been  unfuccefsful,  however,  the  day  before 
I  vifitedhun,  in  one  of  his  experiments  for,  ha¬ 
ving  deprived  a  hive  of  its  queen,  the  whole  co¬ 
lony  had  migrated  to  another  hive,  and  a  battle 
had  enfiVed,  in  which  all  the  emigrants  were 
killed.  I  was  not  without  my  fears,  when  I  ap¬ 
proached  fo  great  a  number  of  hives  ;  but  the 
prior  allured  me  1  fhould  be  in  fafety,  if  I  would 
.  carefully  keep  my  mouth  fhut,  and  breathe  very 
gently  through  my  nbftrils  only.  In  this,  he  faid5 
confided  the  whole  fecret  of  approaching  them, 
and  in  this  way  he  turns  up  his  hives  with  great 
unconcern,  and  even  cuts  out  parts  of  the  comb 
while  the  bees  are  at  work.  This  is  a  curious 
fad,  nor  is  it  wonderful,  that  the  breathe  fhould 
he  difagreeable  to  the  delicate  organs  of  thefe 
In  feds.” 

%  #  #  # 

The  governor  and  aiTembly  of  the  ifland  of 
Jamaica  have  lately  voted  the  eftablifhment  of 
two  botanical  gardens  there,  on  a  plan  which 
muff  tend  equally  to  the  credit  of  their  country 
and  the  good  of  mankind.  The  intention  is  to 
ufe  thefe  gardens  as  the  means  of  introducing  in¬ 
to  the  Weft  Indies  every  ufeful  vegetable  produc- 
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tion,  which,  in  the  great  variety  of  climate  which 
the  ifland  oi  Jamaica,  in  particular,  affords,  may 
have  a  chance  of  being  cultivated  with  advantage, 
either  for  food,  medicine,  trade,  or  pleafure. 

They  have  purchaftd,  for  this  purpofe,  a  houfe 
with  feventy  acres  of  ground  adjoining  to  it,  about 
eight  miles  from  Kingdom  This  ground,  the 
greateft  part  of  which  is  already  m  a  date  of  cul¬ 
tivation,  has  two  didinfl  climates.  The  tropical 
climate  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  that  of  Ma¬ 
deira  where  the  houfe  is  fituated.  They  have 
likewife  allotted  fifty  acres  more  for  another  gar¬ 
den,  in  a  fituation  dill  colder,  being  about  three 
thoufand  fix  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
fea,  for  the  reception  of  the  plants  of  cold  coun¬ 
tries. 

They  have  voted  a  very  liberal  falary  for  a  bo«* 
tanid  of  phiiofophical  knowledge  and  extended 
views,  (killed  in  chemiftry  and  all  the  branches 
of  natural  hidorv,  to  ad  as  fuperintendant  of 
thefe  gardens.  Sir  Bafd  Keith,  the  prefent  go¬ 
vernor,  whofe  adivity  in  promoting  this  fcheme 
does  him  much  honour,  wrote  fome  time  ago  to 
Dr  Hope,  ProfefTor  of  botany  at  Edinburgh,  with 
whom,  and  Sir  Alexander  Dick,  Baronet,  late 
Prefident  of  the  College  of  Phyficia-ns  at  Edin- 
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burgh,  he  had  formed  the  outlines  of  this  plarf„ 
requeuing  that  he  would  endeavour  to  find  out 
a  gentleman  with  abilities  adequate  to  the  objects 
intended  by  fuch  an  eflablifhment.  Dr  Hope 
recommended  Dr  Thomas  Clarke,  a  young  gentle¬ 
man  equally  diftinguifhed  for  genius,  activity,  and 
mduftry,  and  who  has  had  an  opportunity  of  im¬ 
proving  uncommon  natural  abilities,  by  an  edu¬ 
cation  conducted  on  a  plan  no  lefs  liberal  than 
judicious.  The  affiftance  which  he  lent  to  this 
periodical  publication,  while  he  remained  at  E- 
dinburgh,  demands  our  grateful  thanks  ;  and  we 
ftii'i  hope,  notwithftanding  the  diiiance  from  us 
at  which  he  will  now  be  fituated,  that  we  fhall 
not  be  deprived  of  his  future  aid. 

_  A 

Dr  Clarke,  after  vifiting  the  mofi  remarkable 
botanifls  and  botanical  gardens  in  Europe,  and 
receiving  from  thefe  whatever  he  judged  requifite 
for  the  objed  of  his  expedition,  fet  fail  from 
England  for  Jamaica  fome  months  ago,  carrying 
along  with  him  a  colledion  of  valuable  vegetables, 
which  may  afterwards  add  to  the  riches  and  plen¬ 
ty  of  the  W eft  India  iflands* 

There  is  the  greateft  reafon  to  hope  that  Dr 
Clarke’s  exertions,  fupported  by  the  liberal  fpirit 

of 
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of  the  governor  and  affembly,  will  be  productive 
of  thofe  important  ends  the  projectors  of  this 
fcheme  have  had  in  view.  Should  thefe  ends  be 
in  any  degree  accompliihed,  we  do  but  jutlice  to 
the  merit  of  Matthew  Wallen,  Efq;  member  of 
the  affembly,  in  publicly  mentioning  him,  as  one 
of  the  fir  ft  and  greateft  promoters  of  this  under¬ 
taking, 

*  *  * 

I  . 

Dr  Duncan,  who,  during  the  laft  winter-feilion, 
read  ledures  at  Edinburgh  on  the  theory  and 
practice  of  medicine  to  a  very  numerous  clafs,  has 
alfo  carried  into  execution  the  fcheme  which  he 
propofed  of  giving  lectures  on  the  cafes  of  pa¬ 
tients  fubjeded  to  chronical  difeafes.  Thefe  lec¬ 
tures  were  attended  by  above  an  hundred  (In¬ 
dents,  and,  at  the  requeft  of  feveral  of  thefe  gentle¬ 
men,  who  mean  to  ipend  the  fummer-months  in 
Edinburgh,  Dr  Duncan  propofes  to  begin  an* 

i 

other  eourfe  of  lectures  of  the  fame  nature,  about 

f  r  *  i 

the  middle  of  May. 

While  thefe  ledures  are  more  immediately  in* 
tended  for  the  inftruelion  of  ftudents,  they  are  alfo 
the  means  of  furnifhing  the  indigent  with  advice 
and  medicines  gratis,  when  fubjeded  to  chronical 

A  a  4  difeafes. 
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difeafes.  The  number  in  fuch  a  fituation,  who 
have  applied  for  aid,  has  induced  Dr  Duncan  to 
propofe  to  the  confidefation  of  the  charitable  and 
humane,  a  fcheme  for  eflablifhing  at  Edinburgh 
a  public  Difpenfary  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
when  fubjcded  to  difeafes  of  fuch  a  nature,  as 
either  to  render  them  improper  objects  for  ad- 
miffion  into  an  hofpital,  or  not  to  require  it. 

Although  fuch  an  inftitution  might  feem  to  be 
particularly  proper  at  Edinburgh,  as  the  mana¬ 
gers  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  which  is  the  only 
charity  at  that  place  for  the  relief  of  the  poor 
in  time  of  ficknefs,  have,  for  many  years  pad, 
abolifhed  any  regular  eftablifhroent  for  out  pa¬ 
tients,  and  have  gone  to  the  utmofi:  extent  of  their 
funds  in  relieving  the  neceffities  of  thofe  wThofe 
difeafes  require  admifiion  into  an  hofpital  ; 
yet  this  fcheme  is  likely  to  meet  with  much  op- 
pofition.  Rut,  as  it  has  received  the  patronage 
of  fome  gentlemen,  whofe  influence  is  extenfive, 
whofe  fcntiments  are  liberal,  and  whofe  condud 
is  Ready,  the  probability  is,  that  it  will  at  leafl 

v 

have  a  fair  trial.  The  inhabitants  in  general  will 
then  be  able  to  judge  of  the  advantages  and  dis¬ 
advantages  of  fuch  fcheme,  not  on  fallacious  rea- 
foning,  but  on  the  fure  ground  of  experience. 

This 
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This  charity  is  propofed  to  be  conduced  upon 
fuch  a  plan,  that  the  medicine-money  obtained 
from  flu  dents  will  be  alinoft,  if  not  altogether, 
fufficient  for  defraying  the  annual  expence  of  it. 
Aid  from  the  generous  is  only  neceffary  for  de¬ 
fraying  that  expence  which  muff  attend  the  firft 
eflabhfhment  of  fuch  a  fcheme.  Asa  fubferip- 

X*  V  » 

tion  for  that  purpofe  is  already  begun,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable,  that  a  regular  eflabhfhment  of  the  kind 
now  mentioned,  will  take  place  at  Edinburgh 
by  the  beginning  of  next  winter  ;  and  it  may  af¬ 
ford  an  opportunity  for  giving  cafe-le£lures, 
which,  if  they  be  judicioufly  conducted,  cannot 
fail  of  being  highly  inftruftive  to  fludents  of 
medicine. 
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SECT.  I 


An  Account  of  Books. 


I. 

Re  cue'll  des  OEircres  Pbyjiques  et  Medicinales , 
publiees  en  Angiois  et  en  Latin ,  M.  Richard 
Mead,  Me  dec  in  du  Roi  de  la  Grande  Bretagne , 
Membre  de  la  Societe  Royale  de  Londres ,  ^ 
College  Royale  des  Medecins  de  la  me  me  vide • 
Pr  adaption  Francoife ,  enrichie  des  decouvertes 
■pojlei  ieures  a  cedes  de  V Auteur ,  augmentees  de 
plufienrs  Difcours  preliininaires ,  c/  wto  inter- 
e feint  es  far  la  Phyfque ,  b  Hi  dot  re  naturelle ,  /# 
theorie  et  la  pratique  de  la  Medecine ,  &c.  Par 
M.  Code,  Medecin  de  b  Hopital  Royale  et  Mill - 
ton?  g/!?  Nancy .  2  tom.  8vo,  a  Bouillon. 

O  C  T  O  R  C  OSTE,  who  has  favoured 
the  public  with  this  elegant  and  accurate 
edition  of  Dr  Mead’s  works,  has  lately,  through 
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the  intereft  of  his  friend  and  patron  M.  de  Vol¬ 
taire,  been  appointed  phyfician  to  the  military 
hofpital  at  Calais.  The  works  of  our  celebrated 
countryman  are  fo  univerfally  ftudied  and  admi¬ 
red,  that,  had  this  tranflation  of  them  been  mere¬ 
ly  a  literal  one,  we  Ihould  have  contented  our- 
felves  with  barely  announcing  it  in  our  catalogue 
of  new  publications  ;  but  it  is  enriched  with  fo 
many  learned  notes  and  additions,  that  it  feems 
to  have  a  particular  claim  to  our  attention.  It  is 
with  no  little  pleafure  we  ohferve  the  honour 
done  to  this  country,  by  the  pains  that  have  been 
beftowed  on  the  continent  on  the  works  of  Dr 
Mead.  Dr  Lorry  had  before  published,  at  Paris, 
a  Latin  edition  of  fuch  of  them  as  had  before  ap¬ 
peared  only  in  Englifh.  £  The  Latin  writings  of 
c  this  celebrated  phyfician/  fays  Dr  Lorry,  in  his 
preface* 6  have  occahoned  all  Europe  to  envy  Eng- 
4  land  the  poffdiion  of  the  works  he  had  printed 
c  only  in  his  own  language.’  Other  editions  have 
been  publlfHed  by  Mortier  and  Cavelier.  Dr 
Code  has  carefully  confulted  all  thefe,  and  thus 
has  been  enabled  to  render  his  own  a  very  com- 
pleat  one.  lie  has  not  omitted  even  the  differ- 
tation  on  the  medals  of  Smyrna,  though  it  is  not 
to  be  met  with  in  the  London  quarto  edition.  In 

the 


COMMENTARIES. 


369 

the  preface  to  this  work,  the  editor,  after  having 
pointed  out  the  plan  he  has  adopted,  gives  fome 
account  of  the  life  of  this  author.  To  the  effay 
on  the  viper.  Dr  Code  has  added  fome  obferva- 
tions  to  prove  the  utility  of  eau  de  luce,  which 
had  been  recommended  as  a  remedy  againft  the 
bite  of  this  reptile,  by  M.  be  Juflieu,  fo  long  ago 
as  1747.  This  medicine  derives  its  virtues  in 
thefe  cafes  from  its  volatile  alkali. 

The  editor’s  zeal  has  led  him  to  vindicate  Dr 
Mead  and  Raglivi’s  account  of  the  tarantula,  in 
opposition  to  the  Abbe  Nollet ;  but  it  is  now  well 
known,  that  the  wonderful  effects  afcribed  to  that 
infedt  are  fabulous. 

There  are  feveral  inftances  of  fpontaneous  hy¬ 
drophobia  mentioned  by  Dr  Mead  and  other 
authors.  The  editor  has  added  one  to  the  num¬ 
ber,  and  it  is  a  very  interelling  one.  It  happen- 
ed  to  a  young  lady,  on  the  6th  day  of  a  putrid 
fever.  The  dread  of  water  continued  during 
fourteen  days.  This  melancholy  fcene  paffed  in 
a  convent,  in  which  the  patient  had  been  con¬ 
fined  more  than  a  year,  fo  that  there  could  be  no 
fufpicion  of  her  having  been  bit  by  a  mad  animal. 
The  patient  recovered  ;  and  Dr  Coke  imputes  his 
fuccefs  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  ufe  of  glyfters, 
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which  were  thrown  up  five  or  fix  times  every 

\  "  * 

day. 

In  his  notes  to  the  effay  on  venomous  exha¬ 
lations,  the  editor  has  vindicated  the  waters  of 
Paris,  from  an  afperfion  made  again  ft  them  by 
Dr  Lifter,  in  his  journey  to  Paris,  and  cited  by 
Dr  Mead.  He  contends,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  quarter  that  is  fupplied  by  the  water  of  Ar- 
cueil,  are  not  more  fubjecl  to  calculous  concre¬ 
tions  than  thofe  of  other  parts  of  the  city  •  and 

*  i 

that  the  greateft  part  of  the  patients  who  are  cut 
for  the  (tone,  every  year  at  Paris,  come  from 
the  provinces,  being  drawn  thither  by  the  cele¬ 
brity  of  the  furgeons,  or  the  convenience  of  the 
hofpitals.  In  another  part  of  the  fame  effay, 
the  editor,  in  a  very  long  and  curious  note,  has 
undertaken  to  rectify  the  miftakes  of  medical  au¬ 
thors,  who,  on  the  teftimony  of  Juvenal,  c  quis 
&  tumidum  guttur  miratur  in  Alp  bus  ?’  have  fol¬ 
lowed  each  other  in  giving  great  necks  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Alps,  and  aferibed  them  to  the 
ufe  of  fnow  water;  but  Dr  Cofte,  who  was 
born  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Alps,  afferts, 
that  the  bronchocele  is  not  more  common  there 

,  -  i  T-  • 

than  it  is  in  many  of  the  provinces  of  France. 
He  obferves,  that  the  city  of  Geneva  is  the  only 
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fituation  near  thofe  mountains  where  the  imputa¬ 
tion  of  Juvenal  is  juftified.  One  meets  there 
with  many  fwelled  necks,  and  particularly  in,  wo- 
men  ;  but  he  is  of  opinion,  that  their  caufe  is  not 
to  be  looked  for  in  the  ufe  of  fnow- water  •  becaufe 
it  is  well  known,  that  the  water  derived  from 

*  1 

thofe  mountains,  is  filtered  through  beds  of  earth 
and  gravel  before  it  reaches  the  lake  of  Geneva  ; 
and  he  is  rather  induced  to  afcribe  this  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  thyroid  gland  to  the  Genevefe  man¬ 
ner  of  living.  He  obferves,  that  they  confume  a 
prodigious  quantity  of  milk  ;  that  they  eat  a  great 
deal  of  farinaceous  food,  and  that  they  drink  but 
very  little  wine,  efpecially  the  poorer  fort  of  peo- 

V 

pie,  who  are  more  fubject  to  this  difeafe  than  the 
rich  ;  and  it  is  a  fact,  that  at  Montmerlian,  Cham- 
bery,  and  other  places,  where  people  live  after 
the  French  manner,  thcfe  fwellings  are  very 
rare. 

The  editor,  in  an  introduction  to  the  difcourfe 
on  the  plague,  ventures  to  fuppofe,  that  Dr  Mead, 
in  attempting  to  refute  the  opinion  offome  French 
phyficians,  who  afcribe  the  propagation  of  the 
d^afe  in  many  inffances  to  fear,  has  gone  into 
a  contrary  extreme,  in  denying  alogether  its  ef- 
I'-cts  in  this  way,.  Fie  gives  the  following,  a- 
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mongft  other  obfervations,  in  fopport  of  his  ar¬ 
gument.  The  fad  happened  during  the  laid 
plague  at  Marfeilles.  In  the  general  diforder 
of  the  town,  a  great  number  of  dead  bodies  had 
been  heaped  together  in  a  certain  part  of  the  city. 
The  putrid  odor  which  exhaled  from  them  could 
not  fail  to  fpread  the  contagion.  The  governor 
of  the  city,  who  was  a  man  of  great  fortitude  and 
humanity,  law  this,  and,  like  another  Dedus,  de¬ 
termined  to  devote  himfelf  to  death.  He  took 
with  him  fourfcpre  grenadiers,  who  were  directed 

to  remove  the  bodies  to  a  deep  pit  he  had  caufed 

•» 

to  be  got  ready  for  this  purpofe.  The  gover¬ 
nor  not  only  attended  in  perfon  to  fee  this  b u fi¬ 
ne  is  executed,  but  was  the  hr  Id  to  begin  it,  by 
drawing,  with  his  own  hands,  one  of  the  bodies 
from  the  heap.  Light  of  the  grenadiers  perifhed 
on  the  (pot  ;  at  night  79  of  them  were  dead  ; 
the  Both  man  furvived  only  during  a  few  days, 
while  the  governor,  who  had  voluntarily  entered 
on  tills  bufinefs,  and  who  had  felt  no  perturba¬ 
tion  of  mind  in  the  execution  of  it,  remained 
free  from  any  infe&ion. 

Dr  Mead  thought,  with  good  reafon,  that  the 
fudor  Anglic  us  was  of  foreign  origin,  as  it  had 
made  great  deftru&ion  in  Germany  and  oilier 

countries. 
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countries.  The  ingenious  editor  obferves,  in  a 
note,  that  this  difeafe  is  fometimes  epidemic  in 
Picardy,  but  that  it  is  not  properly  fpeaking  an 
ephemera,  as  defcribed  in  England,  as  it  runs  into 
the  3d ,  5th,  and  even  to  the  7th  day.  M.  Bel- 
lot,  who  reiided  along  time  in  that  province,  has 
written  a  very  good  thefts  on  this  fubjedh  An 
febri  putridae  Picardii  Suete  dictae,  fudcrifera  f 
Affirm .  propugn .  Paris,  1733. 

In  a  note  to  that  part  of  the  medical  precepts, 
in  which  Dr  Mead  has  introduced  the  famous 
cafe  of  Lady  Page,  Dr  Code  mentions  a  living 
inftance  of  Dropfy  in  a  ftili  more  extraordinary 
degree.  The  patient,  who  is  a  female  of  the  name 
of  Thibaut,  refides  at  Nancy,  where  the  editor 
has  often  feen  her.  She  is  now  about  38  years 
of  age,  and,  in  the  fpace  of  three  years,  has  been 
taped  98  times,  and  between  i<5  and  18  Paris 
pints  of  water  have  been  drawn  off  at  each  ope¬ 
ration.  Lately  the  liquor  drawn  off  has  been 
of  a  purulent  nature  ;  and  at  the  laft  operation, 
before  the  writing  of  this  note,  about  a  pint  of 
pus  came  away.  The  patient’s  abdomen  is  con- 
ftantly  hard  and  elevated,  but  in  other  refpedts 
fhe  enjoys  tolerable  health. 
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For  many  other  interefting  obfervations  we 
beg  leave  to  refer  our  readers  to  the  work  itfelf, 
the  limits  of  this  publication  not  permitting  us  to 
enter  more  minutely  into  its  merits  ;  we  cannot 
difmifs  it,  however,  without  remarking,  that  the 
learned  editor  has  enriched  it  with  many  elegant 
engravings,  particularly  of  the  Smyrna  medals  ; 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that,  on  any  future 
re-publication  of  Dr  Mead’s  works  in  Englifh, 
the  editors  will  be  enabled  to  derive  much  ufe- 
ful  information  from  the  prefent  accurate  edition 
by  Dr  Colic, 


Speculations  and  Conjectures  on  the  Qualities  o/x 
the  Nerves .  By  Samuel  Mufgrave,  M.  D. 

F.  R.  S.  &c.  8 vo,  London. 
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Id i cine  being  almoft  entirely  a  conjec¬ 
tural  art,  and  the  human  body,  in  which 


its  operations  are  carried  on,  being  in  different 
iuhjefts  fo  various,  that  no  general  conclufions 

can  be  formed  from  the  effects  of  remedies  on 

*  <.  ^  ’/y 

individuals,  no  rational  theory  of  diforders,  our 
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author  is  of  opinion,  can  ever  be  obtained. 
There  is  no  difficulty,  however,  he  thinks,  in 
difcovering  many  relations,  which  the  main  com¬ 
ponent  parts  of  the  body  have  to  one  another  j 
thus,  whatever  difference  there  may  be  in  the  e- 
lements  of  the  human  frame,  there  is  yet  no  in¬ 
dividual  in  whom  the  heart  and  arteries  do  not 
propel  the  blood,  and  the  veins  reconvey  it,  in 
whom  the  mufcles  are  not  the  immediate,  and 
the  nerves  the  primary  caufe  of  motion,  Thefe 
relations,  he  thinks,  are  probably  unalterable, 
and  may  therefore  become  the  object  of  fcience  ; 
and  that  fcience  alfo  may  be  increafed  by  the 
difcovery  of  new  relations.  It  is  the  intention 
of  this  treatife,  we  are  informed,  to  add  one 
more  to  thofe  already  known,  by  {hewing,  that, 
when  the  human  body  is  difordered,  the  firft 

morbid  impreffion  is  made  upon  the  nerves,  the 

«  \ 

other  parts  receiving  the  miafma  entirely  from 
them  ;  that,  when  health  is  reftored,  the  firff  fa- 
lutary  impreffion  is  alfo  made  upon  them  ;  and 
that  they  are,  of  ccurfe,  the  grand  medium 

through  which  health  and  ficknefs  are  produ¬ 
ced. 

In  order  to  demonftrate  the  great  influence 
of  the  nervous  fyftem,  both  in  the  production 

and 
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and  cure  of  difeafes,  Dr  Mufgrave  fets  out  with 
die  wing,  to  what  degree  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  depends  upon  the  nerves.  Nobody  will 
doubt,  but  that  the  circulation  is,  in  a  certain 
fenfe,  quickened  or  retarded  by  the  nerves ;  for 
the  heart  being  mufcular,  and  its  power  of  courfe 
depending  upon  the  nerves,  it  muff  contract  with 
greater  or  lefs  force,  in  proportion  as  the  power 
communicated  by  its  proper  nerves,  is  greater  or 
lefs.  Our  author,  however,  imagines,  that  the 
nerves  have  likewife  a  comlderable  power,  in 
leffening  or  increafing  the  velocity  of  the  blood, 
even  after  it  leaves  the  heart.  The  opinion,  he 
thinks,  is  rendered  certain,  from  the  confidera- 
tion  of  fome  phaenomena  which  evidently  depend 
upon  the  nerves,  becaufe  they  proceed  from 
intellectual  caufes  ;  that  is,  from  vivid  impref- 
fions  which  certain  ideas  make  in  the  mind. 
The  facts  alluded  to  are,  the  erection  of  the  pe¬ 
nis  from  lafcivious  ideas,  and  the  accumulation 
of  blood  in  the  face  from,  anger  or  fhame.  The 
locality  of  fuch  appearances  is  a  convincing  ar¬ 
gument,  he  fays,  of  their  being  produced  by 
fome  caufe  entirely  diftinbt  from  the  force  of 
the  heart  ;  for  the  blood  being  thrown  to  every 
part  of  the  body  at  once  by  the  heart,  whatever 

phaenomena 
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phaenomena  are  produced  by  it,  cannot  be  con¬ 
fined  to  a  fingle  part,  but  ought  of  neceflity,  if 
no  other  caufe  intervened,  to  affect  the  whole 
body.  The  phaenomena  taken  notice  of  proceed, 
according  to  our  author,  entirely  from  a  confine* 
tion  of  the  veins  ;  becaufe  thefuccefhve  dilatation 
and  contraction  of  the  arteries,  however  fmart, 
could  not,  he  thinks,  occafion  any  permanent  con- 
geftion  of  the  blood.  He  acknowledges,  that  no 
genuine  mufcular  fibres  furrounding  the  veins 
have  ever  been  demonftrated  ;  it  is  certain,  how¬ 
ever,  he  fays,  that  their  coats  are  continually  on 
the  ft  retch,  and  have  a  perpetual  conatus  to  con¬ 
tract  upon  the  fluid  that  paffes  through  them. 
It  is  from  this  latent  contra&ion,  he  obferves, 
that  Baron  Haller  explains  fome  phaenomena, 
obferved  fir  ft  by  himfelf,  viz.  the  flowing  of  the 
blood,  contrary  to  gravity,  and  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  the  circulation,  towards  any  aperture  of 
a  neighbouring  vein. 

Having  endeavoured  to  prove  the  exiftence 
of  a  contraftile  power  in  the  veins,  our  author 
next  proceeds  to  ftiew,  that  it  mull,  in  a  great 
meafure,  be  regulated  by  the  influence  of  the 
nerves.  Among  the  different  reafons  adduced 
in  fupport  of  this  opinion,  the  palenefs  occafion- 

ed 
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e.d  by  fear,  is  mentioned  as  one.  Such  a  pale- 
nefs,  he  fays,  muff  evidently  arife  from  foriie 
change  in  the  blood-veffels  ;  and  being  frequent¬ 
ly  not  a  momentary  phaenomenon,  it  can  hard¬ 
ly,  he  thinks,  be  imputed  to  the  adtion  of  the 
heart  and  arteries  being  fufpended,  which,  ex¬ 
cept  in  cafes  of  abfolute  fainting,  mult  always  be 
momentary.  It  muft  therefore,  he  fays,  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  diminution  of  the  ordinary  tonic1 
conftridlion  of  the  veins,  which  occafioning  the 
blood  to  be  more  readily  transmitted  through 
them,  lefs  of  it  than  ufuai  pafles  into  the  Snail 
cutaneous  veflels.  The  following  pofition  may 
therefore,  he  thinks,  be  conndered  at  ieaft  as 
probable,  viz.  that  there  is  a  certain  tonic  influ¬ 
ence  exerted  by  the  nerves  upon  the  venous 
fyftern,  by  which  it  is  kept  in  a  due  flate  of  con- 
ftridlion  ;  that  an  increafe  of  this  force  increafes 
the  conftridtion,  and  obftrudts  the  circulation  of 
the  blood  5  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  a  diminu¬ 
tion  of  it  diminifhes  the  conflridtion,  and  fuffers 
the  blood  to  flow  through  them  without  refi¬ 
nance. 

It  adds  greatly  to  the  probability  of  this  doc¬ 
trine,  we  are  told,  that  the  epilepfy,  which  is  a 
powerful  ftimulus  to  the  whole  nervous  fyflem. 


is 
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i&  attended  alfo  with  fo  violent  a  conftridion  of 
the  veins,  that  the  blood  cannot  enter  them,  fo 
that,  on  diflfeding  thofe  who  have  died  in  the 
fits,  no  blood  has  been  any  where  found  except 
in  the  arteries.  As  this  is  the  ftrongeft  inftance 
that  can  be  given  of  fliinulated  nerves,  fo  a  faint¬ 
ing  fit  is  the  ftrongeft  inftance  of  their  relaxation, 
in  which,  as  formerly  obferved,  the  cutaneous 
veftels  are  left  empty,  the  blood  palling  without 
any  refifiance  through  the  large  internal  veins. 

Where  a  particular  nerve  is  ftimulated,  there 
is  generally,  if  not  always,  fays  our  author,  a 
proportionable  conftridion  of  the  adjoining  ventf- 
lae  ;  the  moft  fimple  inftance  of  this  is  the  tumor 
and  inflammation  occaftoned  by  a  thorn  flicking 
in  any  fenftble  part.  Did  the  veins,  in  thefe  ca¬ 
fes,  tranfmit  the  blood  as  readily  and  freely  as 
ufual,  there  could  be  no  fuch  tumor  and  con- 
geftion  as  there  commonly  is,  even  when  there 
is  no  fever,  and  when,  of  courfe,  the  pulfations 
of  the  heart  are  not  increafed  in  number. 

Thefe,  and  other  inftances  which  might  be  ad¬ 
duced,  ferve  to  prove  the  influence  of  the  nerves 
on  the  venous  fyftem.  And  the  arteries  being 
all  encircled  with  a  mufcular  coat,  and  every 

thing 
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thing  mufcular  being  adtuated  by  nerves,  it 
would,  our  author  thinks,  be  altogether  unne- 
ceffary  to  enter  into  a  formal  proof  of  the  arte¬ 
rial  fyftem  being  fubjedt  to  conftridtion  from  the 
fame  caufe. 

Animal  heat  is  the  next  fubjedt  that  comes 
under  our  author’s  confideration.  The  two 
prevailing  opinions  on  this  point  are,  one,  that 

it  arifes  from  an  inteftine  fermentation  of  the  a- 

♦ 

nimal  juices ;  and  the  other,  that  heat  is  produ¬ 
ced  by  the  attrition  of  thefe  juices  with  the  folid 
tubes  through  which  they  circulate.  After  re¬ 
futing  both  thefe  opinions,  feveral  arguments 
are  advanced  to  fhew,  that  on  the  nerves  ani¬ 
mal  heat  entirely  depends.  One  principal  caufe 
of  increafed  heat  in  the  body,  is  pain,  which, 
fays  our  author,  appears,  by  an  infinity  of  expe¬ 
riments,  to  be  an  affedtion  of  the  nerves  only  ; 
but  the  moil  unexceptionable  inftance  of  heat 
being  increafed  by  an  affedtion  of  the  nerves,  is, 
when  the  caufe  of  the  affedtion  is  wholly  intel¬ 
lectual.  Thus,  grief,  joy,  lhame,  anger,  &c. 
cannot,  it  is  imagined,  adt  in  any  other  manner 
in  the  production  of  heat,  than  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  the  brain  and  nerves. 
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Dr  Mufgrave  now  proceeds  to  fhew,  that  irri¬ 
tations  of  the  nerves  have  frequently  a  confide- 
rable  influence  in  producing  a  corrupted  Rate  of 
the  animal  fluids.  That  the  nerves,  he  fays, 
when  irritated,  have  a  power  of  corrupting  the 
fluids,  is  decifively  proved  by  the  experiments 
of  Haller,  who  found,  that,  by  tying  the  nerve 
of  the  eight  pair  near  the  carotid,  the  matters 
contained  in  the  Romach  of  the  animal,  which 
was  a  rabbit,  fell  immediately  into  a  Rate  of 
perfed  putrefaction.  On  this  principle,  our  au¬ 
thor  accounts  for  fuch  vomitings  of  offenfive  bi¬ 
lious  matters,  as  frequently  occur  in  fractures  of 
the  fkull,  where  we  know  the  injury  to  be  con¬ 
fined  to  the  brain.  The  Rimulus  of  gravel  in 
the  ureters,  or  of  a  Rrangulated  hernia,  is  like- 
wife  well  known  to  have  much  the  fame  died:. 

It  is  frequently  ohferved,  that,  in  blood-let¬ 
ting,  the  firR  and  fecond  cups  are  covered  with 
an  inflammatory  cruR,  which  is  not  found  in  a- 
ny  of  the  fubfequent.  This  had  commonly  been 
attributed  to  the  greater  velocity,  with  which  the 
firR  Rream  iffues  from  the  vein.  But  the  late 
Mr  Hewfon  obferved  this  difference,  even  when 
there  was  no  difference  in  the  velocity,  nor  in¬ 
deed,  as  far  as  he  could  perceive,  in  any  other 
Vol.  IV.  C  c  civcumflance. 
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circum fiance.  He  was  of  opinion,  therefore, 
that  the  properties  of  the  blood  itfelf  are  chan¬ 
ged  during  the  evacuation  y  and  if  v/e  admit, 
fays  our  author,  what  from  many  other  phaeno- 
mena  feenis  probable,  that  the  hate  of  the  fluids 
depends  upon  the  (fate  of  the  nerves,  it  then  be¬ 
comes  eafy  to  conceive,  that  the  febrile  famu¬ 
lus  may  be  fo  much  abated  by  drawing  off  the 
firfl  or  fecond  cup,  that  a  third  cup,  though 
drawn  at  the  fame  time,  may  approach  nearer  to 
the  (late  and  appearances  of  healthy  blood. 

In  the  fourth  chapter  of  Dr  Mufgrave9s  trea- 
life,  dropfy  is  taken  into  confideration.  It  will 
perhaps,  he  fays,  be  thought  extravagant,  even 
to  fuggeft,  that  the  dropfy  arifes  from  a  diforder 
of  the  nerves,  and  not  rather  from  a  corruption 
of  the  fluids,  or  dfe  from  a  rupture  of  the  lym¬ 
phatics.  Yet,  if  it  be  confidercd,  that  dropfy  3 
in  many  cafes,  is  not  an  original  diforder,  but 
the  confequence  of  fome  other,  fuch  as  fevers  or 
obflru£ticns  of  the  vifeera,  by  which  are  meant, 
harduds,  attended  with  more  or  iefs  pain ;  and 

if  it  can  be  made  appear,  that  the  original  dif¬ 
order  was  an  affefkon  of  the  nerves,  we  may 
fafdy  infer,  he  thinks,  that  the  dropfy  is  fo  too„ 
Several  mftauces  are  afterwards  quoted  from 

different- 
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different  authors,  not  only  of  dropfy  being  pro¬ 
duced  by  diforders  feemingly  of  the  nervous 
kind,  but  likewife  of  nervous  difeafes  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  originate  from  dropfy  j  and  this,  fays 
oar  author,  muff  be  confidered  as  the  ftrongeff 
pofiible  proof  of  dropfy  being  owing  to  an  af~ 
fedion  of  the  nerves. 

In  the  following  chapter,  Dr  Mufgrave  endea¬ 
vours  to  prove,  that  all  diforders  are  probably 
diforders  of  the  nerves.  If,  fays  he,  the  pofitions 
already  laid  down  are  probable,  that  the  nerves 
caufe  great  irregularities  in  the  circulation,  that 
they  increafe  animal  heat,  that  they  alter  the  na¬ 
ture  and  properties  of  animal  fluids,  and,  laftly, 
that  their  unhealthinefs  produces  dropfy ;  it 
feems  no  great  ffride  in  reafoning,  to  infer, 
that  all  diforders  of  the  body  are  produced 
through  this  medium,  and  are  in  fad  diforders 
of  the  nerves.  Many  ingenious  arguments  are 
advanced  in  fupport  of  the  opinion  ;  of  thefe, 
the  three  following  feem  to  be  the  inoft  materi¬ 
al  :  iji ,  That  it  is  now  pretty  generally  allowed, 
that  obflrudion,  the  caufe  formerly  affigned  for 
all,  except  nervous  diforders,  is  wholly  inade¬ 
quate  to  the  effed.  idly ,  That  the  external 
caufes  to  which  the  greater  number  of  diforders 
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are  univerfally,  and  feemingly  with  good  reafon, 

t 

attributed,  are  plainly  fuch  whole  primary  action 
is  exerted  upon  the  nerves.  And,  3 dly6  The 
diforders  produced  by  poifon,  appear  to  be  cau- 
fed,  not  by  the  operation  of  the  poifon  on  the 
fluids,  and  the  conveyance  of  it  by  them  to  the 
different  parts  of  the  body,  but,  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  by  the  irritation  and  corruption  of  the  nerves, 
previoufly  to  the  alterations  produced  in  the 
fluids.  As  a  proof  of  which,  it  may  be  obfer- 
ved,  our  author  thinks,  that  the  operation  of 
poifons  is,  in  fome  inffances,  too  quick,  and  in 
others  too  (low,  to  admit  of  our  attributing  the 
propagation  of  it  to  the  circulation  of  the  fluids. 

Doctor  Mufgrave  now  proceeds  to  (how  the 
probability  of  medicines  curing  diforders  acting 
wholly  through  the  nerves.  We  cannot,  he 
thinks,  on  any  other  fuppofition,  account  for  the 
aftonifhing  effects  frequently  produced  on  the 
fyflem  by  very  fmall  quantities  of  different  me¬ 
dicines,  fuch  as  antimony,  mercury,  &c.  It  is 

t. 

often  obferved,  too,  that  remedies  which  give 
great  relief  when  Aril  applied,  in  a  fhort  time 
lofe  their  virtue,  and  become  wholly  inert ;  now, 
fays  he,  if  their  efficacy  depended  upon  any 
change  made  in  the  fluids,,  it  ought  to  be  increafed, 

rather 


COMMENTARIES.  385 


rather  than  diminifhed  by  repeated  dofes ;  juft  as 
every  drop  of  acid  added  to  an  alkali  brings  it 
nearer  and  nearer  to  a  neutral  (late.  But,  if  we 
fuppofe  that  medicines  act  principally  on  the 
nerves*  nothing  can  be  more  natural  than  that 
the  ftimulus  fliould  be  ftrongeft  when  fir  ft  appli¬ 
ed,  and  gradually  grow  weaker  as  the  nerve  by 
habit  grows  more  callous  and  infenfible.  Inde¬ 
pendently,  however,  of  the  probability  of  the  fup- 
pohtion,  there  are  many  cafes  in  which  we  may 
pofitively  fay,  that  the  cure  of  the  diforder  arifes 
from  fome  change  in  the  nerves.  This  is  evi¬ 
dent  in  fuch  difeafes  as  are  cured  by  change  of 
air,  mufic,  aether  externally  applied,  the  effluvia 
of  burnt  feathers,  matricaria,  affa  faetida,  &c.  Moft 

of  thefe,  fays  our  author,  are  unqueft ionable  in- 
ftances  of  medicines  ading  by  the  nerves,  and 
cannot  but  create  a  fufpicion,  that  medicines  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  ftomach,  ad  principally  through 
them  ;  and  this  confideration,  he  thinks,  fflould 
prevent  us  from  difparaging  the  efficacy  of  pla- 
fters,  fomentations,  embrocations,  and  other  ex¬ 
ternal  applications,  fo  much  as  is  commonly  done. 
The  confequences  of  this  opinion,  in  manycafes3 
has  been,  that  the  patient  has  been  deprived  of  ef¬ 
fectual  fuccour,  the  phyfician  has  loft  opportunities 
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of  gaining  reputation,  and  great  advantage  hast 

\  "  -  -  .  J 

been  given  to  ignorant  people,  who,  not  know- 

» 

ing  the  theories  of  the  learned,  have  therefore 
not  been  milled  by  them,  but  have  followed  what 
is  not  unfrequently  a  better  guide,  traditional  ex¬ 
perience.  After  mentioning,  as  a  farther  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  dodrine,  feveral  inftances  of 
mental  caufes  aching  both  in  the  production  and 
cure  of  diforders,  our  author  next  proceeds  to 
confidcr  the  feveral  methods  of  relieving  irrita¬ 
tion. 

The  methods  of  relieving  irritation  may,  he 
fays,  be  referred  to  two  general  dalles  ;  thofe 
which  relax  and  moderate  the  force  of  the 
nerves,  and  thofe  which  dellroy  the  firft  ftimu- 
lus,  by  fublhituting  a  fecond.  Under  the  firft 
clafs  are  comprehended,  bleeding,  purging,  e- 
mollient  wTafhes  and  poultices,  with  oily  liniments. 
In  the  fecond  divifion  may  be  ranked  opium,  and 
the  bark,  with  every  fort  of  nervous  and  corro¬ 
borant  medicine.  That  opium  in  reality  ads  by 
a  ftimulating  quality,  appears,  fays  our  author, 
from  its  efieds  when  given  in  an  over-dofe,  or 
when  applied  to  an  inflamed  part  ;  in  the  firft 
cafe,  it  produces  vomiting  and  convulhons  ;  in 
the  laft3  it  gives  excruciating  pain.  And  that  the 

bark 
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'  1 

bark  alfo  has  a  degree  of  irritation,  will  not  be 
■denied,  when  it  fo  frequently  purges,  and  when 
its  tafle  is  fo  evidently  pungent  upon  the  tongue, 
efpecially  if  fore  and  tender.  All  kinds  of  foe¬ 
tid,  bitter,  and  aromatic  medicines,  give  equally 
certain  marks  of  an  irritating  power.  Camphor, 

1 

in  particular,  has  a  mod  evident  pungency.  Now, 
fays  our  author,  there  is  not  one  of  thefe  fub- 
fiances  that  does  not,  in  fome  inftance  or  other, 
deflroy  a  previous  fub filling  irritation.  When 
the  irritation  arifes  from  the  fuffering  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  part,  nothing  fo  certainly  relieves  it  as 
opium.  If,  from  natural  debility  of  the  nerves, 
gummous  medicines,  and  if,  from  the  attack  of 
an  intermitting  fever,  the  bark  in  general  is  ah 
expeditious  remedy. 


III. 

Primac  Lineae  de  cognofcendis  Mulierum  morbis ,  in 
ujus  academic  os  duSlae .  A  Gualth,  Van  Doe- 
vern,  M.  D.  et  Prof.  Lag .  Batav .  8vo,  Lugd. 
Bat. 

rif^HE  publication  before  us,  having  been  chief- 
JL  ly  intended  by  the  author  as  a  text-book 
for  his  academical  ledlures,  nothing  very  full  or 
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particular  can  be  expected  on  any  of  the  fubjeds 
* 

treated  upon.  He  fpeaks  in  general  of  the  dif* 
cafes  of  women  at  different  periods  of  life  ;  viz* 
of  young  girls ;  of  married  women  ;  of  difeafes 
that  occur  in  pregnancy;  .of  puerperal  diforders;. 
of  fuch  as  attend  nuriing  ;  and,  laftly,  of  thole 
to  which  women  are  liable  at  more  advanced 
periods  of  life. 

The  difeafes  of  women  are,  by  our  author,  di¬ 
vided  into  two  claffes,  what  he  terms  imiverfales 
and  f  articular es.  A  inong  the  former  are  com¬ 
prehended  many  diforders  to  which  men  are  li¬ 
able  in  common  with  women.  And  the  fecond 
includes  all  fuch  difeafes  as  are  peculiar  to  wo¬ 
men.  It  is  to  diforders  of  this  laft  clafs  that  our 

author’s  obfervations  are  chiefly  confined. 

.  ® 

Difeafes  of  unmarried  women  are  firft  taken 
into  confideration  ;  the  moil  material  of  thefe 
are,  either  a  fuppreflion,  or  too  great  a  flow  of 
the  menfes,  the  fl.uor  albus,  chlorofis,  hyfterical 
affections, -  and  furor  uter'iniis.  The  moft  com¬ 
mon  caufes  of  diforders  of  this  kind,  wc  are  told, 
are  plethora  ;  a  vitiated  ft  ate  of  the  genitals  ;  a 
deficiency  or  fome  other  morbid  affection  of  the 
menftrual  flux  ;  venereal  defires  ;  too  great  a  de¬ 
gree  of  fenfibility  and  irritability  ;  too  great  tight- 
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nefs,  either  in  ordinary  apparel,  or  in  fiich  liga¬ 
tures  and  machines  as  are  had  recourfe  to  for 
corredting  any  deformities  of  fhape  ;  and,  ladly, 
fuch  cuftoras  and  other  circumdances  in  life,  as 
do  not  properly  correfpond  with  the  nature  of  the 
climate  in  which  they  are  pradtifed. 

From  a  variety  of  caufes,  but  efpecialiy  from 
the  plethoric  date  of  the  fydem  which  occurs  in 
pregnancy,  together  with  the  great  increafe  of 
fize  and  change  of  fituation  which  the  uterus  un¬ 
dergoes,  women,  during  that  period,  become 
liable  to  many  diforders,  not  only  of  the  abdo¬ 
men,  but  likewife  of  the  head  and  bread.  Pains 
of  the  joints  are  alfo  then  common  ;  as  likewife 
cramps,  oedematous  and  eryfipelatous  fwellings, 
varices,  haemorrhagies,  ulcers,  fwellings  of  the 
labia  pudendae,  together  with  many  other  difor¬ 
ders  of  the  genitals.  Women  in  labour  again 
become  fubjedt  to  a  different  fet  of  complaints, 
particularly  to  falfe  pains,  difficult  and  flow  births, 
uterine  haemorrhagies  that  fucceed  the  delivery, 
and  convulfions.  Thefe  lad  fet  of  diforders  may, 
we  are  told,  depend  on  three  different  caufes, 
viz.  the  mother,  child,  or  midwife. 

In  the  fixth  chapter  of  Dr  Van  Doevern’s  dif- 
fertation,  are  enumerated  the  feveral  puerperal 

diforders 
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diforders,  the  principal  of  which  are,  debility, 
pains  in  the  abdomen,  a  morbid  exclufion  of  the 
fecundines,  a  diminution,  fuppreflion,  or  redun¬ 
dancy  of  the  lochia,  inflammation  of  the  uterus, 
with  its  confequences,  abfeefs  and  gangrene,  the 
milk  fever,  purple  fever,  diarrhoea  ;  and,  laftly, 
that  fever  which  feems  peculiar  to  inlying  wo¬ 
men,  termed  the  puerperal  fever. 

In  the  following  chapter,  fuch  difeafes  as  occur 
to  nurfes  are  taken  notice  of ;  and  thefe,  our  au¬ 
thor  obferves,  proceed,  in  general,  either  from  a 
difeafed  flate  of  the  fecretion  or  excretion  of  the 
milk,  or  from  fome  peculiarities  in  the  breads 

which  render  them  unfit  for  the  purpofe  of  fuck- 

*  »  .  k  * 

ling. 

In  the  laft  lection  are  taken  into  conlideration, 
fuch  diforders  as  women  at  more  advanced  pe¬ 
riods  of  life  become  liable  to.  Some  of  thefp 
may  be  the  confequence  of  old  age,  but  the  great- 
eft  proportion,  we  are  told,  proceed  from  a  flop- 
page  of  the  menfes  ;  which  not  only  occafions  af- 
fe&ions  of  the  uterus  and  the  contiguous  vifeera, 
but  of  the  whole  body.  An  occurrence  which, 
at  this  period  of  life,  is  far  from  uncommon,  is, 
fays  our  author,  a  convincing  proof  of  the  pletho¬ 
ric  date  of  the  fyflem  which  then  often  prevails ; 

and 
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and  that  is,  the  frequent  appearances  of  the  men* 
fes  long  after  the  ufual  period  at  which  they  leave 
women  ;  fome  inftances,  he  fays,  have  occurred 
•  of  their  returning  at  the  fiftieth  and  even  feven- 
tieth  year  of  life. 


IV. 

Caroli  jofephi  Oehme  Differtatio  Inaugur  alls ,  de 
Morbis  recens  natorumChirurgicis .  qto,Lipfiae. 

] INDEPENDENT  of  the  many  hereditary  dif- 
L  orders  which  children  receive  from  their  pa¬ 
rents,  fuch  as  lues  venerea,  arthritis,  &c.  there 
are  others  to  which  different  parts  of  the  body 
become  liable,  either  from  original  mal-confor- 
mation,  or  from  necefiary  violence  in  fuch  la¬ 
bours  as  happen  to  prove  difficult. 

It  is  to  fuch  of  the  latter  as  more  efpecially  re¬ 
quire  the  afliflance  of  furgery,  that  our  author’s 
obfervations  are  entirely  confined.  He  treats 
fur.ceffively  of  tumors  and  depreffions  in  the  head 
from  difficult  births,  of  open  futures,  hydroce¬ 
phalus,  hernia  cerebri,  fpina  bifida,  difeafes  of  the 
lips  and  eye-lids,  of  the  tongue  and  fauces,  of  dif- 
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orders  of  the  bread,  fuch  as  abfceffes  in  the 
breads  and  bronchocele  ;  of  difeafes  of  the  um¬ 
bilicus  ;  all  the  variety  of  herniae  ;  affections  of 

,  i 

thefcrotum,  urethra,  penis,  anus;  and,ladly,  are 
confidered  diforders  of  the  extremities  and  com¬ 
mon  teguments. 

In  the  cure  of  the  hare-lip,  the  uniting 
bandage  made  with  threads,  which  decuffate, 
is  much  recommended.  This  invention,  which 
by  many  had  been  attributed  to  the  Englifh, 
our  author  gives  the  credit  of  to  a  furgeon 
in  Leipfic,  who,  we  are  told,  was  the  hrd  who  c- 
ver  had  recourfe  to  it. 

In  that  fpecies  of  ranula  which  occurs  in  new¬ 
born  infants,  extirpation  by  the  aflual  cautery  is 
recommended  both  by  Levrete  and  Delevrye  ; 
our  author,  however,  points  out  a  different  treat¬ 
ment.  If  the  abfcefs  be  only  a  collection  of  pus, 
he  advifes  it  merely  to  be  opened  ;  but,  if  con¬ 
tained  in  a  cyd,  the  cyd,  he  fays,  mud  be  de- 
droyed,  otherwife  the  tumor  is  very  apt  to  rege¬ 
nerate. 

The  hidory  of  a  bronchocele,  or  rather  tra- 
chiocele,  which  came  under  our  author’s  infpec- 
tion,  is  here  related.  It  occurred  in  a  new-born 
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child  ;  and  the  tumor  was  fo  large,  as  to  extend 
from  the  ear  and  cheek  of  the  right  fide,  down 
to  the  bread  and  very  near  the  abdomen.  It 
appeared  evidently  to  communicate  with  the  af- 
pera  arteria,  and  to  depend  on  an  eruption  of 
air  ;  for,  during  infpiration,  and  when  the  boy 
cried  violently,  the  tumor  increafed  ;  and,  on  the 
contrary,  its  fize  was  regularly  diminifhsd  in  the 
time  of  expiration.  The  patient  having  been 
under  the  management  of  a  different  practition¬ 
er,  the  treatment  had  recourfe  to  is  not  men¬ 
tioned.  In  a  fimilar  cafe,  however,  our  author 
would  recommend  adringent  fpiritous  fomenta¬ 
tions,  with  a  view  to  get  the  better  of  any  laxity 
of  parts  that  may  prevail.  And,  if  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  fuch  applications  fhould  not  effed:  a  cure, 
he  would  even  advife  the  tumor  to  be  opened, 
fo  that  the  difeafed  fiffure  may  be  dete&ed,  and 
a  coalefcence,  by  proper  bandages,  be  obtain¬ 
ed.  Another  indance  is  mentioned  of  a  conge¬ 
nital  bronchocele,  which  appeared,  however,  to 
be  of  the  drumous  kind.  Swellings  of  this  na* 
ture  we  are  advifed  to  let  remain  to  a  more  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  when  either  refolution  or  extirpa¬ 
tion  may,  with  greater  fafety,  be  had  recourfe 
to. 
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Such  tumors  and  abfceffes  as  frequently  oc° 
cur  in  the  breads  of  infants,  are  commonly  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  milk  or  ferum  which  colied  in 
them  not  being  properly  preffed  out.  This  our 
author  allows,  is  fometimes  the  cafe,  but  he  is  of  o  > 
pinion,  that  they  more  frequently  proceed  from 
the  tight  bandages  which  are  commonly,  though 
very  improperly,  applied  to  new-born  children. 

In  treating  of  the  different  fpecies  of  exom¬ 
phalus,  our  author  defcribes  a  particular  kind 
of  tumor  in  the  hypogaflric  region,  to  which  in¬ 
fants  are  liable  three  or  four  days  after  birth. 
It  frequently  extends  from  the  pubis  to  the  um¬ 
bilicus,  attended  with  much  pain  and  hardnefs. 
By  diffedion  after  death,  tumors  of  this  kind  ap~ 
pear  evidently  to  be  of  an  inflammatory  nature  ' 
both  the  abdominal  mufcies  and  peritonaeum  are 
commonly  found  affeded.  They  proceed,  accord¬ 
ing  to  our  author,  from  the  blood  in  the  umbilical 
cord  not  being  properly  preffed  out  on  the  ligature 
being  put  on  immediately  after  birth.  Children, 
we  are  told,  frequently  die  of  this  complaint : 
The  remedies  recommended  are,  glyfters,  emol¬ 
lient  fomentations,  and  plafters  of  the  fame 
kind. 
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A  full  account  is  given  by  our  author  of  the 
congenital  hernia,  in  which  the  inteflines  defcend 
by  the  procefs  of  the  peritonaeum,  and  lie  in  im¬ 
mediate  contact  with  the  teftes.  A  fimilar  pro¬ 
cefs,  he  fays,  is  found  in  women  furrounding  the 
round  ligament  of  the  womb  ;  and  a  defcription 
is  here  given  of  what  may  be  termed  a  conge¬ 
nital  hydrocele,  in  which  the  water  collected  is 
contained  in  this  procefs  of  the  peritonaeum,  , 

V. 

Dijfertatio  Inauguralis  Chemico-medico  de  optima 
acetum  concentratum ,  ejufdemque Naphtham9con- 
jiciendi  ratione ,  utriufque  affedlionibus  et  ufu 
medico.  Auclore  Jo*  Chriftoph.  Weftendorf. 
4to,  Goettingae, 

BEFORE  proceeding  to  treat  of  the  naphtha 
which  may  be  obtained  from  vinegar,  Mr 
Weilendorf  firfl.  enumerates  the  feveral  methods 
commonly  had  recourfe  to  for  the  purification  of 
that  acid,  viz.  by  means  of  cold,  re&ification 
and  diltillation,  either  from  verdigrife,  or  from 
a  faturated  folution  of  fait  of  tartar.  -  He  recom¬ 
mends, 
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mends,  however,  for  this  purpofe,  an  article  which, 
he  fays,  is  fuperior  to  every  other,  viz.  the  mine¬ 
ral  alkali  obtained  from  foda.  From  afaturated 
folution  of  this  fait  with  vinegar,  either  of  wine 
or  beer,  are  procured  cryftals,  in  fhape  refein- 
bling  Glauber’s  falts  ;  thefe  our  author  recom¬ 
mends  in  preference  to  terra  foliata  tartari,  as 
being  not  only  more  eaiily  procured,  but  in  re¬ 
ality  more  efficacious.  To  this  fait  in  powder 
a  half  quantity  of  oil  of  vitriol  mull  be  added  ; 
and,  from  the  mixture,  may  be  obtained,  by 
diflillation,  the  flrongeft  concentrated  vinegar. 
A  mercantile  pound  of  the  fait  treated  in  this 
manner  yields,  it  is  faid,  a  pound  of  vinegar,  a- 
pothecaries  weight. 

For  the  preparation  of  naphtha,  let  an  equal 
quantity  of  rectified  fpirit  of  wine  be  add¬ 
ed  to  this  acid  ;  and  the  mixture  being  put 
into  a  retort,  let  nearly  a  half  of  the  whole  be 
drawn  oft  by  a  diflillation  on  a  very  gentle 
fire.  To  the  liquid  thus  obtained,  about  a  fix- 
teenth  part  of  fait  of  tartar,  diftolved  in  four  parts 
of  water,  being  added,  the  naphtha  immediately 
feparates,  apd  fwims  like  oil  upon  the  furface. 
The  longer  the  digeftion  fubfifted  of  the  acid 
and  fpirit  of  wine,  the  larger  always  will  be  the 
proportion  of  naphtha.  Its  flavour  is  fimilar  to 
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that  of  Rhenifh  wine,  and  it  is  recommended  by 
our  author  as  an  anodyne,  and  antifpafmodic, 
especially  in  the  tuffis  convulfiva  of  children. 
The  dofe  mud  be  Somewhat  larger  we  are  told, 
than  that  of  the  vitriolic  naphtha. 

Concentrated  vinegar  prepared  in  the  manner 
directed,  does  not  act  upon  gold  itfelf ;  but  dif- 
folves  the  calces  of  gold,  as  alfo  thofe  of  Silver* 
mercury,  copper,  lead,  tin,  and  iron.  Iron  did 
Solved  in  it  affords  a  red  cryflaliine  fait,  of  a 
fwcetifii,  and  fomewhat  adrirment  tafte,  and 

y J  Q  J 

which  gives  to  water  a  blood-red  colour.  With 
pure  fait  of  tartar  it  yields  long  pointed  crydals, 
which  melt  either  in  the  open  air,  or  with  a  ve¬ 
ry  gentle  heat. 

Volatile  fal  ammoniac  faturated  with  this  acid, 
forms  a  limpid  neutral  liquid,  which  does  not 
crydallize ;  but,  when  diddled  in  a  retort,  there 
comes  over,  together  with  a  fluid,  an  icy  pellu¬ 
cid  kind  of  fub dance,  eafily  Soluble  by  heat,  and 
which  appears  to  be  a  true  neutral  fait. 

This  concentrated  acid  diffolves,  we  are  told, 
calcareous  earths,  earth  of  allum,  magnetia, 
phofphorus  of  urine,  diddled  oil  of  anthos,  gum 
galbanum,  copal,  and  camphor.  It  quickfy  co- 
Vo  l.  IV.  D  d  agulates 
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agulates  blood,  which  is  likewife  fo  much  hard^ 
encd  by  it,  as,  in  a  few  days,  to  be  eafily  broke 
into  pieces.  Even  blood,  diffolved  by  putrefac¬ 
tion,  is  not  only  coagulated  by  it,  but  is  foon 
rendered  perfectly  fweet. 

The  following  articles  (land  in  the  order  of 
affinity  which  they  bear  to  this  acid  ;  phlogifton  ; 
fixed  alkaline  falts  ;  calcareous  earths  ;  volatile 
fait  of  urine  ;  zinc  ;  lead  ;  mercury  ;  regulus  of 
antimony;  filver  ;  tin;  iron;  copper;  gold. 

The  peculiarities  of  this  acid  are,  that  it  is 
fironger  than  the  other  vegetable  acids,  and  is 
alfo  more  volatile,  penetrating,  pure,  and  fimple. 
It  is  fo  particularly  antifeptic,  as  to  adl  power¬ 
fully  in  putrid  diforders,  in  dofes  of  twenty  guts, 
given  every  hour  in  any  convenient  drink.  It 
promotes  fweat  and  urine  :  Is  recommended  in 
cafes  of  gangrene,  and  of  putrid  fore  throats;  in 
both  cafes  it  is  directed  to  be  mixed  with  an  e- 
qual  proportion  of  honey  of  rofcs.  The  fleams 
of  it,  received  by  the  mouth,  are  advifed  in  cafes 
of  angina  ;  and  it  is  greatly  extolled  in  putrid 
fcorbutic  ulcers,  in  carious  bones,  fpoiled  teeth* 
and  wafted  gums. 
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Obfervations  on  Chronic  Weaknejs.  By  Thomas 

Withers,  M.  D.  8vo,  York. 

r  g  THE  term  chronic  weaknefs  is  here  ufed  by 
-A  Dr  Withers,  to  didinguifh  this  fpecies  of 
weaknefs  from  that  which  occurs  in  acute  did 
eafes  ;  the  one  coming  on  fuddenly,  whild  the 
other  deals  upon  the  patient  by  flow  degrees. 
It  is  a  term  which  is  fufficiently  underftood  by 
every  one  who  is  in  the  lead  converfant  with  me¬ 
dical  writings  ;  it  being  a  diforder  to  which  per- 
fons  of  all  ages,  of  both  fexes,  of  every  tempe¬ 
rament,  and  in  every  climate,  are  liable. 

The  difeafe,  we  are  told,  ufually  begins  with 
morbid  affections  of  the  ftomach,  fuch  as  flatu¬ 
lence,  acidity,  heartburn,  and  codivenefs.  A  di¬ 
minution  of  appetite,  and  a  flight  dejection  of 
fpirits,  foon  occur  ;  the  mufcular  drength  is  im¬ 
paired,  and  the  patient  feels  a  languor,  together 
with  an  unufuai  aversion  to  motion.  This  dif- 
podtion  to  indolence  continually  grows  drong- 
er,  and  a  fenfe  of  wearinefs  is  eaflly  induced. 

By  degrees  thefe  fymptoms  increafe  ;  the  ali¬ 
ment  is  often  taken  without  appetite,  and  is  very 
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imperfeCCy  digefted  ;  hence  afife  diflention  of 
the  bowels  with  air,  and  a  regurgitation  into  the 
mouth,  of  the  matter  contained  in  the  flomach. 
The  head  becomes  affected  with  pain  and  giddi- 
nefs,  the  belly  is  fometi.mes  lax,  and  at  other 
times  an  obftinate  coftivenefs  takes  place.  The 
contractions  of  the  heart  are  fometimes  flow,  but 
generally  frequent,  and  always  weak ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  this,  infenfible  perfpiration  becomes 
languid,  and  the  (kin  appears  dry  and  contracted. 
In  procefs  of  time  the  patient’s  ftrength  is  fo 
much  exhauitecl,  as  that  the  lead  exertion  of 
mufcular  motion  exhaufts  the  nervous  fyftem, 
deftreys  the  appetite,  produces  ficknefs,  palpitation 
of  the  heart,  and  quicknefs  of  breathing.  The 
mind  becomes  as  much  affeCted  as  the  body  ;  its 
efforts  are  weak  and  fluctuating  ;  it  is  unfit  for 
deep  reflection,  or  elefe  attention  to  any  parti¬ 
cular  fubjeCt.  The  memory  is  greatly  impaired, 
and  not  exercifed  without  a  fenfation  of  uneafi- 
nefs  ;  and  that  even  in  patients  who  before  were 
remarkable  for  their  firmnefs,  vivacity,  and  acute- 
nefs  of  underflanding.  The  fyftem  is  all  along 
exceedingly  irritable ;  and,  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
diforder,  this  irritability  increafes  to  fuch  a  degree, 
as  to  become  a  fource  of  great  uneafmefs  to  the 

patient. 
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patient.  He&ic  fever  at  lad  takes  place,  which 
ending  in  no&urnal  iweats,  a  colliquative  diar¬ 
rhoea,  or  hydropic  fwdlings,  the  patient  is  thus, 
after  an  uncertain  term  of  vears,  exhauded  and 

m  J 

carried  off. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  fvmptoms  of  the  dif~ 
order,  as  enumerated  by  Dr  Withers  ;  for  all  the 
various  forms,  however,  which  in  different  pati¬ 
ents  it  puts  on,  the  treatife  itfelf  mud  be  con- 
fulted. 

Our  author  now  proceeds  to  the  confideration 

V  »  i  • 

of  the  feveral  caufes  which  may  tend  to  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  chronic  weaknefs.  It  is  probable,  he 
thinks,  that  the  immediate  and  proximate  caufe, 
conftfts  principally  in  an  iacreafed  mobility  of  the 
nervous  fyftem,  and  in  a  diminifhed  cohefion  of 
the  particles  of  matter  which  constitute  the  Ample 
folid.  This  opinion,  he  thinks,  is  confirmed  by 
the  fymptoms  of  the  diforder,  as  already  enume¬ 
rated,  and  will  be  farther  fupported,  he  fays,  from 
the  confideration  not  only  of  the  predifpofing 
and  occafional  caufes,  but  alfo  of  the  method  of 
treatment.  The  occafional  caufes  being:  ail  fuch 

as  weaken  the  nerves,  and  relax  the  whole  con- 
flitution ;  and  the  method  of  cure  confiding 
chiefly  of  the  application  of  thefe  means,  which 
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arc  efficacious  in  reflonng  the  enervated  fibres 
to  a  Rate  of  vigour. 

A  variety  of  occafional  caufes  are  here  enume¬ 
rated,  the  mod  material  of  which  fee: n  to  be  the 
following  ;  hereditary  weaknefs ;  too  great  a  ful- 
nefs  of  blood,  from  whatever  caufe  it  may  have 
been  induced ;  negleft  of  excrcife  ;  fudden  and 
violent  exertions  of  ftrength  ;  want  of  deep  ;  the 
compreffion  of  any  important  organ,  as  may  be 
frequently  met  with  among  women,  from  too 
tight  lacing  of  their  flays.  Impure  air  is  men¬ 
tioned  as  a  common  caufe  of  chronic  weaknefs, 
hence  large  towns,  and  all  places  of  public  refort, 
arefaidtobe  very  improper  dtuations  for  patients 
labouring  under  fuch fymptoms.  Too  copious  a 
flow  of  the  milk  in  nurfing  is  another  frequent 
caufe  ;  excels  in  venery  ;  much  expofure  to  heat; 
all  fuch  caufes  as  weaken  the  ftomach,  dedroy 

eventually,  we  are  told,  the  tone  of  the  whole 

*  "  ;  -  •  -  *  1  ; 

fydem.  Befides  thefe,  he  enumerates  excefs 
of  mental  application,  together  with  diffe¬ 
rent  affections  of  the  mind,  fuch  as  grief,  fear, 

■ '  f 

anxiety,  &c.;  the  tmneceffary  and  imprudent 
ufe  of  remedies,  particularly  of  blood-letting, 
emetics,  and  purgatives  ;  an  imprudent  ufe  ei¬ 
ther  of  dimulants  or  fedatives,  as  indanced  in  the 
ufe  of  bitters  long  continued,  of  tobacco,  opium 

and 
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and  other  narcotics.  The  unnatural  and  imprur 
dent  treatment  of  pregnant  and  lying-in  women, 
is  taken  notice  of  as  another  caufe  of  this  trouble- 
forne  diforder  ;  and  that  efpecially  with  refpedt 
to  keeping  women  in  that  fituation  too  warm, 
too  great  freedom  in  preferring  evacuations  ; 
and  an  unneceffary  ufe  of  inffruments.  The  laft 
caufe  mentioned,  is  that  fpecies  of  weaknefs  winch 
is  frequently  the  confequence  of  fevers  and  other 
acute  difeafes. 

In  the  following  fe&ion  of  his  differtation,  Dr 
Withers ‘treats  of  the  diftindtion  and  prognoftic 
of  chronic  weaknefs.  Palfy  is  the  firft  diforder 
,taken  notice  of,  with  which  it  may  be  confound¬ 
ed.  Weaknefs,  our  author  obferves,  is  a  pre¬ 
dominant  fymptom  in  palfy  ;  but  it  is  weaknefs 
attended  with  diminifhed  fenfibility  ;  a  morbid 
hate  of  irritability,  on  the  contrary,  accompanies 
chronic  weaknefs. 

The  hypochondriac  diforder  is,  frequently,  we 
are  told,  miftaken  for  chronic  weaknefs.  When 
it  occurs  in  a  relaxed  contfitution,  it  conftitutes 
indeed  the  fame  difeafe,  the  fymptoms  and  treat¬ 
ment  being  the  fame  5  but,  if  it  occurs  in  a  per- 
fon  morbidly  rigid,  it  is  different  in  its  nature, 
jand  requires  a  different  method  of  cure,  the 
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flrengthening  remedies  ufeful  in  one  cafe,  being 
found  hurtful  in  the  other.  In  all  fuch  diforders, 
therefore,  it  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  ol> 
ferve  whether  the  patient  be  of  a  relaxed  or  rigid 
confutation, 

Hyflerica!  affedlions  are  diflinguifhed  from  this 
difeafe  by  the  occurrence  of  fits,  with  the  fenfation 
of  a  ball  in  the  throat,  arifing  from  a  fpafmodic  af¬ 
fection  of  that  part,  which  fometimes  threatens 
ftrangulation. 


Chronic  weaknefs,  when  accompanied  with 
heCtic  fymptoms,  is,  frequently,  it  is  faid,  mifta- 
ken  for  a  low  nervous  fever  ;  by  attending  par-* 
ticularly,  however,  to  the  feveral  fymptoms  of 
the  two  diforders,  there  can  be  no  great  rifk  of 
their  being  confounded.  We  are  next  warned 
again.fl  confounding  this  diforder  with  gout, 
the  fymptoms  of  which  are  fometimes  fimilar  $ 
and  the  chlorofis,  it  is  faid,  is  generally  no  o» 
ther  complaint  than  chronic  weaknefs. 

The  prognoflic  muff  be  formed  from  the  ccn~ 
fiderauon  of  many  particulars,  viz.  the  tempera¬ 
ment,  age,  rex,  and  profeflion  of  the  patient  \  the 
eaufes  which  appeared  to  produce  the  diforder, 
|he  violence  or  mildnefs  of  the  different  fymp- 
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toms,  and  the  particular  ftage  of  the  complaint 
at  the  time. 

The  method  of  cure  in  chronic  weaknefs,  is 
the  fubjcct  of  the  laft  fedtion.  The  author  ha¬ 
ving  had  frequent  opportunities  of  treating  this 
diforder,  the  remedies  pointed  out  ihall  be  fuch 

f  1  .  j  » .  *  .  *  j.  ,  •  t  1  •  ji  i 

only,  he  fays,  as  by  experience  have  been  found 
fuccefsful. 

The  indications  laid  down  for  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  a  cure  are  three. 

1.  To  avoid  the  occafional  caufcs  of  the  difi 
order. 

2.  To  obviate  particular  fyinptorns  that  aggra¬ 
vate  the  complaint.  And, 

3.  To  reftore  the  tone  and  vigour  of  the  fyftcrn. 
With  rcfpecl  to  the  firft  indication,  the  feveral 

If*  ’  I 

occafional  caufes  already  enumerated  muft  be 
carefully  avoided,  particularly  full  living,  indo¬ 
lence  ;  and,  if  the  unwholefotnenefs  of  a  profeflion 
has  contributed  much  to  bring  on  the  complaint, 
that  profeflion  muft  be  difcontinued,  otherwife 
the  diforder  cannot  poflibly  be  removed.  If  the 
air  of  a  large  town  difagree  with  a  patient,  and 
weaken  him,  the  country  air  is  naturally  to  be 
preferred.  Coolnefs  being  of  great  confequence, 
the  fires  in  common  fitting  rooms  fhould  be  final!, 

fo 
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fo  as  to  preferve  the  air  of  a  moderate  tempera¬ 
ture.  In  bed  the  patient  is  dire&ed  to  lie  on  a 
matrafs,  in  preference  to  feathers ;  and  to  keep 
him  (elf  always  fo  cool  as  not  to  encourage  a  co¬ 
pious  perfpiration.  Too  copious  an  evacuation 
of  the  feminal  fluid  fhould  be  cautioufly  avoided  ; 
as  likewife  excefs  of  ftudy,  which  is  fo  powerful 
an  occafional  caufe  of  chronic  weaknefs,  we  are 
told,  that  very  few  men  of  learning  are  free  from 
the  difeafe. 

In  the  fecond  indication  mentioned,  viz.  the 
obviating  of  fuch  fymptorns  as  feem  to  aggravate 
the  complaint,  we  are  favoured  particularly  with 
remarks  on  the  following  fymptorns ;  indigeftion* 
heartburn,  and  acidity,  cholic-pains,  coftivenefs, 
deje&ion  of  fpirits,  and  want  of  fleep.  When 
indigeftion  comes  any  great  length,  it  is  particu¬ 
larly  neceflary  to  pay  great  attention  to  the  diet ; 
and  a  mixture  of  animal  and  vegetable  food  is 
recommended  as  the  molt  proper.  A  diet  con- 
iifting  entirely  of  flefh  meat,  has  already  been  faid 
to  be  too  nutritive ;  and  vegetables  alone  as  cer¬ 
tainly  produce  indigeftion,  flatulency,  pain,  aci¬ 
dity,  and  purging  ;  a  mixture  of  the  two,  there¬ 
fore,  forms  the  beft  diet  in  this  difeafe.  To  ob¬ 
viate  indigeftion,  the  aliment  fhouid  be  taken 

at 
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at  every  meal  in  moderate  quantities,  and  of  the 
molt  wholefome  kind,  dreffed  in  the  fimpleft 
manner.  In  general,  we  are  told,  the  flefh  of  old 
animals  is  more  eafily  digefted  than  that  of  young 
ones,  as  affording  a  greater  ftimulus  to  the  fto- 
inach ;  but,  on  this  point,  as  different  forts  of 
animal  food  agree  with  different  conftitutions, 
nothing  farther  can  be  faid,  than  that  the  patient 
muff  be  regulated  by  his  appetite,  and  by  repeat¬ 
ed  trials.  With  refped  to  vegetables,  the  fame 
general  rule  mull  be  obferved,  taking  care  al¬ 
ways  to  employ  fuch  as  are  found  to  be  moft  ea¬ 
fily  digefted. 

Tea  and  coffee,  which  are  to  be  confidered  as 
parts  of  diet,  are,  we  are  told,  in  confequence 
of  their  fedative  quality,  found  to  be  fometimes 
ferviceable  in  chronic  weaknefs,  efpecially  if  at¬ 
tended  with  fpafmodic  affedions.  But,  when 
ufed  ftrong,  or  in  too  great  quantity,  they  often 
prove  injurious  to  the  nervous  fyftem,  by  occa- 
fioning  tremors,  heartburn,  acidity,  watchful- 
nefs,  and  dejedion  of  fpirits. 

The  too  liberal  ufe  of  wine,  or  of  any  fpiri- 
tous  liquors,  accuftoms  the  ftomach  to  an  unnatu¬ 
ral  ftimuius,  which  increafes  its  adion,  and  con- 
fequently  deftroys  its  tone  $  the  ftomach,  efpeci- 
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ally  in  children,  fhould  be  cautioufly  preferved 
from  the  adlion  of  ftrorig  flimulants  of  every  kind, 
from  the  neglect  of  this  precaution,  children,  at 
very  early  periods  of  life,  are  found  to  labour 
under  chronic  weaknefs,  complicated  with  gout 
and  other  maladies. 

Although  wines,  however,  as  well  as  other  fer- 
mented  liquors,  are,  when  imprudently  taken, 
juftly  confidered  as  poifons ;  yet  a  few  glades 
of  good  wane  after  dinner  and  after  fupper,  are 
frequently  ferviceable,  our  author  obferves,  in 
diforders  of  this  kind  $  and  that  quantity  will  ge¬ 
nerally,  he  fays,  be  found  fufficient,  unlefs  the 

patient  has  been  previoufly  accuftomed  to  drink 

/ 

freely.  Wine  thus  moderately  ufed,  he  obferves, 
obviates  putrefcency,  and  promotes  digdtion  y 
and  gently  ft imulates  without  weakening  the  con- 
ftitution. 

1  r  .  ■' 

When  the  patient  is  much  troubled  with  heart¬ 
burn,  and  acidity  of  the  firft  paftages,  abforbent, 
demulcent,  and  emetic  remedies  are  recommend¬ 
ed.  Abforbents,  it  is  obferved,  by  uniting  with 
the  acid  in  the  inteftines,  form  a  neutral  fait  ; 

i  i  \  1  .  '  ..  »  ;  \ 

and  by  this  means  obviate  that  acidity  which  is  a 
frequent  caufe  of  the  heartburn.  We  are  cau¬ 
tioned,  however,  againft  uftng  thefe  medicines 
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to  excels ;  for,  by  dellroying  totally  the  acid  of 
the  ftomach,  they  promote,  it  is  faid,  a  putrid 
tendency  in  the  animal  fluids. 

Colic-pains  frequently  depend  upon  too  great 
a  diflention  of  the  alimentary  canal,  in  confe- 
quence  of  over-plentiful  meals  ;  in  fuch  cafes, 
they  are  removed  by  a  more  moderate  way  of 
living.  When  fuch  pains,  however,  feem  to  be 
of  a  fpafmodic  nature,  as  they  frequently  are? 
opium,  fait  of  hartfhorn,  mufk,  and  aether,  are 
recommended. 

Coftivenefs  is  another  fymptom  frequently 
troublefome  in  chronic  weaknefs,  and  mull,  by 
attention  to  diet,  and  the  ufe  of  mild  laxatives, 
be  particularly  guarded  again  11. 

Dejedlion  of  fpirits  is  the  next  fymptom  taken 
notice  of  by  Dr  Withers.  It  generally  requires 
he  cbferves,  the  utmoft  attention  of  the  practi¬ 
tioner,  to  palliate  or  remove  it,  as  it  is  common¬ 
ly  connected  with  alarming  apprehenuons,  timi¬ 
dity  of  mind,  and  fome  degree  of  falfe  imagina¬ 
tion.  The  principal  circumflances  to  be  attend¬ 
ed  to,  in  this  cafe,  as  remedies,  are,  to  keep  the 
mind  conflantly  engaged  in  bufmefs,  or  amufe- 
ment,  and  to  take  regular  and  moderate  exer- 
cife.  Want  of  fleep  is  another  very  troublefome 
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fymptom  common  in  this  diforder.  It  often  a* 
rifes,  we  are  told,  from  the  patient’s  lying  too 
many  hours  in  bed  j  feven  or  eight  hours  is  re¬ 
commended  as  fufficient  for  any  perfon  to  indulge 
in.  Exercife,  and  even  moderate  labour,  are  ad- 
vifed  as  the  belt  incentives  to  Deep  ;  with  the 
want  of  which  the  adive  and  laborious  part  of 
mankind  are  feldom  troubled.  Sometimes,  how¬ 
ever,  it  is  neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  antifpaf- 
modics,  and  opiates. 

There  are  feveral  other  fymptoms,  which,  at 
times,  occur  in  chronic  weaknefs,  which,  as  they 
commonly  depend  on  the  general  debility  of  the 
fyftem,  are  to  be  removed  by  tonics,  and  fuch 
other  remedies  as  are  found  ferviceable  for  the 
difeafe  in  general. 

The  laft  indication  to  be  attended  to  is,  to  re- 
(lore  the  tone  and  vigour  of  the  fyftem.  This  im¬ 
portant  change  is  to  be  effeded  by  the  ufe  of 
aftringents,  fti  mulants,  and  tonics.  Thefe  re¬ 
medies,  when  prudently  adminiftered,  (Lengthen 
the  fyftem  ;  but  they  are  often,  we  are  told,  em¬ 
ployed  in  fuch  an  improper  manner,  as  to  difa- 
gree  with  the  patient,  and  increafe  the  difeafe. 

The  aftringent  remedies  here  recommended, 
are,  uva  urfi,  oak  bark,  campeacby  wood,  tor- 
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mentil  and  biftort  ;  as  likewife  allum,  and  galls. 
The  boles,  dragons  blood,  and  Japan  earth,  are 
likewife  recommended ;  but  their  operation  is 
faid  to  be  weak  and  uncertain. 

Stimulants  are  a  clafs  of  remedies  that  are  ex¬ 
tremely  numerous  ;  the  following  articles  of  this 
kind  are  recommended  as  the  mod  efficacious, 
viz.  Peppermint,  cinnamon,  lavender,  canella  al¬ 
ba,  cloves,  ginger,  camphor,  gum  guaiac,  Virgi¬ 
nian  fnake-root,  balfams,  multard,  horfe-raddiffi, 
caftor,  affa  foetida,  aether,  fait  of  hartffiorn,  wine, 
fpirits,  and  common  fait.  Stimulants  are  efpe- 
dally  advifed  in  chronic  wcaknefs,  when  that 
difeafe  is  accompanied  with  great  languor  and 
torpor  of  the  living  powers.  They  excite,  we 
are  told,  the  adion  of  the  nervous  fyftem,  acce¬ 
lerate  the  circulation,  promote  the  difcharge  by 
the  fkin,  and  eliminate  from  the  blood  thofe  pu- 
trefcent  particles,  which  are  often  retained  in 
confequence  of  languor  and  debility.  They  in- 
creafe  the  periftaltic  motion  of  the  alimentary 
tube  5  they  retard  fermentation,  prevent  acidity, 
and  forward  the  digeftion  of  the  aliment.  By 
this  means,  the  appetite  is  improved,  and  the 
procefs  of  nutrition  carried  on  in  a  more  perfect 
manner. 


Tonics 


Tonics  are  the  lad  fet  of  remedies  taken  no¬ 
tice  of.  The  articles  particularly  recommended, 
are,  cold  bathing,  the  preparations  of  fleel,  cha¬ 
lybeate  waters,  bitters,  and  the  Peruvian  bark. 

With  refped  to  cold  bathing,  the  degree  of 
coldnefs  in  the  water  fhould  be  proportioned  to 
the  patient’s  ftrength  of  conftitution  ;  for,  if  the 
water  be  too  cold,  it  will  prevent,  we  are  told, 
that  falutary  re-adion  of  the  heart  and  arteries, 
which  is  indicated  after  bathing  by  the  fenfation 
of  a  gentle  univerfal  warmth.  To  promote  the 
re-adion  of  the  vafcular  and  nervous  fyfiems, 
the  patient  is  advifed  to  have  acquired,  by  ex- 
crcife,  a  moderate  degree  of  heat  before  going 
into  the  water.  Among  the  feveral  fleel  medi» 
cines  had  recourfe  to  in  chronic  weaknefs,  the 
chalybeate  water  of  Scarborough  is  particularly 
recommended  j  as  likewife  thofe  of  Spa,  Pyrmont, 
and  Harrogate. 

Bitters,  together  with  the  Peruvian  bark,  are 
recommended  as  valuable  remedies  in  the  cure 
of  chronic  weaknefs.  The  articles  enumerated 
are,  gentian,  chamomile,  tanfy,  orange-peel, 
fimaruba,  zedoary,  eleutheria,  and  columbo 
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In  the  exhibition  of  Jefuits  bark,  the  powder, 
when  it  agrees  with  the  flomach,  is  recommend¬ 
ed  as  the  befl  preparation  of  it  ;  and  the  cold 

infufion  is  faid  to  be  ftronger  than  the  decoct  ion. 

'  '  .  .  1 

VIE 

Societatis  Medicae  Havnienis  Collect ane a y  cum  ji~ 
guns  aerl  inctfis .  Vo!.  I.  8vo,  Havniae. 

r  p  II  E  fociety  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for 
JL  this  wrork,  confifts  principally  of  phyficians 
of  eminence  at  Copenhagen.  But,  befides  prac¬ 
titioners  in  that  city,  they  have  adopted  alfo  into 
their  number  feveral  foreign  members.  Among 
others,  Drs  Cullen  and  Duncan,  of  Edinburgh, 
have  had  that  honour  conferred  upon  them. 

From  the  induflry  of  Dr  Tode,  regius  profef* 
for  of  medicine,  and  one  of  the  court-phyficians 
at  Copenhagen,  who  holds  the  office  of  fecretary 
to  this  fociety,  we  entertain  the  pleafing  hope 
that,  from  their  labours,  our  work  may  often  be 
enriched.  The  prefent  volume  contains  about 
forty  papers  ;  but,  without  mentioning  the  titles 
of  each  of  thefe,  we  {hall  give  fome  account  of 
what  we  reckon  the  moil:  important. 

Vol.  IV.  E  e 
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De  eximia  falls  tartari  effjcacia  in  rachitide* 
Au&ore  Petro  Chriftiano  Abildgaard.— <-The 
fubjedl  of  this  cafe  was  a  boy  of  feven  years  old, 
who  laboured  under  rickets  to  a  great  degree. 
His  inferior  extremities  were  become  ftifF and  im¬ 
moveable  ;  the  abdomen  flaccid  ;  he  was  ema¬ 
ciated  with  a  diarrhoea  and  conflant  fweatings 
and  had  five  hftulous  ulcers  all  running  at  the 
fame  time. 

The  following  mixture  was  prefcribed,  of 
which  four  ounces  was  taken  daily,  jj,  decodt. 
cbrt.  Peruvian.  Jvii.i.  falis  tartari,  yfs.  M. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  month,  the  patient  was  fb 
far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  rife  from  his  bed, 

i 

and  to  walk  wdth  fome  fupport.  At  that  time, 
the  bark  was  changed  for  rubia  tindorum  \  and 
in  Ids  than  four  months  the  boy  got  fo  well,  as 

i  ■ 

to  be  able  to  walk  with  the  afliflance  of  a  crutch, 
and  the  ulcers  by  that  time  were  moftly  cica« 
trifed. 

The  fait  of  tartar  was  the  only  remedy  which 
our  author  fays  he  here  depended  on  ;  and  he 
has,  on  different  occafions,  feen  rickety  people 
cured  by  a  watery  folution  of  that  fait  alone. 

Infanta  a  morbo  capitis  externo  obfervata .  AFrid. 
Gab.  Got.  Sibbern.— In  a  girl  labouring  under 
mania,  a  flight  fwelling  was  obferved  on  the  left 

fide 


•  «\ 


COMMENTARIES. 


4*5 


fide  of  the  head,  near  to  the  fagittal  and  lamb- 
doid  futures.  By  the  application  of  gum  plaflers, 
the  tumor  came  to  fuch  a  nze  as  rendered  it 
neceffary  to  open  it.  On  an  incifion  being  made 
into  it,  a  thin  kind  of  ferum  was  difclvarged,  and 
the  cranium  at  that  part  was  found  carious. 
From  the  time  the  lweliing  was  opened,  the  pa¬ 
tient  began  to  recover,  and  came  gradually  to 
the  ufe  of  her  fenfes.  By  proper  management 
the  fore  was  healed  up.  In  the  courfe  of  treat¬ 
ment  it  appeared,  that  the  patient  had  formerly 
laboured  under  tinea  capitis;';  which  made  our 
author  fufpedt  the  tumor  in  queflion  to  have 
proceeded  from  a  retroceffion  of  that  diforder  ; 
and  endeavours  were  accordingly  ufed  to  occa- 
fion  a  return  of  the  eruption,  but  without  elfedh 

Herfetis  exedentis  curatlo.  Au£h  Frid.  Lud. 
Bang. — A  patient  had  laboured  for  two  years 
under  a  herpes  exedens  on  one  of  the  hands  ; 

\ 

the  fingers  were  much  fvvelled,  excoriated,  and 
in  fome  parts  ulcerated  ;  and  the  matter  difchar¬ 
ged  was  a  thin  ichor.  A  dofe  of  jalap  was  pre- 
fcribed  every  fourth  morning  as  a  purgative ; 
and  an  ele&uary  was  ordered,  confiding  of  two 
parts  of  Jefuits  barks  and  one  of  faffafras.  As 
external  applications,  he  was  directed  to  ufe  ole- 

E  e  2 
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umpalmae,  and  frequent  bathing  of  the  parts,  as 

foon  as  the  fkin  was  fo  ftrong  as  to  admit  of  Ait. 

. 

In  a  few  weeks,  by  a  continuation  of  this  treat¬ 
ment,  the  difeafe  was  removed. 

Obferv  at  tones  circa  aerem  in  fanguine  et  hu~ 
moribus  ccntenfum,  ambus  fimul  nova  pathologia 
fcorbuti  adjungitur*  i\u6toreJo.  Henr.  Schon- 
heyder.— The  nature,  origin,  and  effedb  of  this 
fpecies  of  air,  is  here  inquired  into  by  our  author; 
and  his  opinion  is.  that  the  greatefl  part  of  it  is 
tranfiuitted  immediately  to  the  blood,  in  a  femi- 
elaliic  hate  from  the  alimentary  canal.  He  is 
not  of  Br  M‘Bride*s  opinion,  with  refpedt  to  the 
fcurvy  proceeding  from  a  deficiency  of  fixed  air 
in  the  fyilem  ;  but  imagines  that  difeafe  to  depend 
entirely  on  an  alkalefcent  ftate  of  the  fluids  ;  and 
recommends,  therefore,  a  courfe  of  acefcents,  as 
the  be  ft  method  of  treatment, 

De  placenta  in  orificlo  uteri  irradkata .  Auc- 
tore  Mathia  Saxtorpb.~This  particular  fituation 
of  the  placenta  occurred  fo  frequently  in  the 
courfe  of  a  fliort  time  to  our  author,  that  he  is 
led  to  conclude,  that  particular  kipds  of  births 
may,  at  different  periods,  become  epidemic  as 
well  as  other  difeaies.  Eight  cafes  of  it,  we  are 

told, 
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told,  occurred  to  him  in  the  fpace  of  fixmonthsj 
whereas,  in  the  former  part  of  his  pra&ce,  and 
in  the  courfe  of  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  la¬ 
bours,  he  had  never  obferved  more  than  one 
Angle  cafe  fimilar  to  thefe. 

Haemorrhagies  in  the  lad  month  of  pregnan¬ 
cy,  prefage,  we  are  told,  this  fituatlon  of  the  pla¬ 
centa.  One  of  the  women,  alluded  to  by  our 
author,  fuftained  five  returns  of  haemorrhagies ; 
another  three  returns,  and  in  two  they  returned 

r 

only  twice.  The  labour-pains  m  fuch  cafes  are 
always  fo  weak,  and  come  on  fo  infenfibly,  that 
they  are  fometimes  fcarcely  perceived.  For  put¬ 
ting  a  flop  to  the  flux  of  blood  after  the  birth 
is  over,  gentle  preilure  with  the  hands  upon  the 

s 

abdomen  is  recommended  as  the  mod  effectual 
remedy. 

Be  fimpHciJJhna  methodo  tradandi  puerperas , 
in  domo  objletricia  regia  Havnienji,  anno  1773  ob - 
fervata.  Audore  jo.  Philip.  Rogert. —  The 
greated  fimplicity,  we  are  told,  is  obierved  in  e- 
very  circumdance  relating  to  delivery  in  this 
hofpital  for  lying-in  women.  The  woman 
is  never  placed  in  the  chair  in  which  {he  is 
to  be  delivered,  till  the  internal  orifice  of 
the  womb  is  fo  much  dilated,  as  to  allow 
the  child’s  head  to  protrude  externally.  The 

E  e  3  perinaeutn 
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perinaeum  is  direded  not  to  be  depreflfed  by  the 
midwife,  as  is  commonly  done,  but  merely  to  be 
fupported  by  the  hand,  fo  as  to  prevent  any  rifle 

^  Jr 

of  its  being  ruptured.  The  placenta,  after  be¬ 
ing  thoroughly  feparated  from  the  uterus,  is 
extracted ;  but,  although  an  entire  feparation 

may  not  take  place  till  twenty  hours  even  af~ 

'  #  \  -  1 

ter  delivery,  no  force  whatever  is  ufed  in  ta¬ 
king  it  away.  In  no  cafe  whatever,  but  when 
the  greatefl  danger  is  evident,  fliould  the  hand, 
we  are  told,  be  introduced  into  the  uterus.  In 
the  evening  of  the  fecond  day  after  delivery,  an 
injedion  is  ordered,  with  a  view  to  diminifh  or 
prevent  the  milk-fever. 

Thefe,  and  other  directions,  are  given  with  re- 
fped  to  natural  births  *  and,  lb  great  is  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  natural  births  to  others,  that,  out  of 

« t%  r  r  ’  '  / 

three  hundred  and  thirty-feven,  which  occurred 

in  the  preceeding  year,- two  hundred  and  ninety- 

. 

five  were  of  that  kind.  When  fuch  births  ad¬ 
vance  flowly,  blood-letting,  with  fmali  dofes  of 
laudanum,  are  recommended  as  the  beft  remedies 
for  bringing  them  quickly  forward. 

In  cafes  of  difficult  labour  from  an  oblique  fi- 
tuation  of  the  womb,  if  the  obliquity  is  not  con- 

’  ♦  ?  -  '  •  V 

fid  er  able,  we  are  direded  to  trufl  entirely  to  na¬ 
ture.  And  when  more  confiderable,  before  the 

forceps 
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forceps  are  had  recourfe  to,  blood-1?  tting  is  ad- 
vifed,  together  with  anodynes,  camphor,  and  m* 

tre. 

No  kind  of  roller  or  bandage  whatever  is  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  applied  to  the  abdomen  after  delive¬ 
ry,  fo  that  the  flux  of  the  lochia  is  always  exceed- 

1  - 

ingly  free  ;  and  this,  our  author  thinks  a  mo(t 
material  circumftanc'e  in  every  labour,  as  no  o- 
ther  evacuation  fo  effectually  prevents  inflamma¬ 
tion. 

Among  all  the  deliveries  our  author  had  been 
prefent  at  in  this  hofpital,  only  two  cafes  of  puer¬ 
peral  fever  occurred.  One  of  the  patients  re¬ 
covered,  and  the  other  was  carried  off  on  the 
fourth  day  after  delivery.  On  opening  the  body 
after  death,  the  abdomen  was  found  full  of  a  pu¬ 
rulent  foetid  matter,  which  feemed  to  adhere  to 
the  inteftines.  The  omentum  was  ahnofi:  entire¬ 
ly  putrified ;  the  uterus  externally  appeared  con¬ 
tracted,  and  Rightly  inflamed  towards  its  bottom. 
On  being  laid  open,  it  was  found  filled  with  co¬ 
agulated  blood  ;  in  its  neck  it  was  entire  y  ihat, 
although  the  os  tincae  remained  open,  l’ht  ova¬ 
rium  of  the  right  fide,  as  likewife  the  bruau  li¬ 
gament  of  the  womb,  were  aimoft  totally  tm  >rti- 
lied. 
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Matliaei  Fraricifci  Alix  Medkinae  et  CMrurriae 

o 

Dodoris ,  &c.  Qbfervata  Chirurgica .  Fasci¬ 
culus  8vo,  Altenburg. 


T  N  the  krft  cafe  of  this  collection,  we  are  pre* 
.1  fented  with  observations  on  different  fubjects< 


of  which  the  following  feern  to  be  the  moil  ini* 

^  i 

portant. 


De  fulmine  tado  aqua  vegefo  miner  all  Gou - 
lardi  concentration  feliciter  cur  a  to. — — — The  left 
leg  was  the  part  chiefly  afreCted  ;  it  was  great¬ 
ly  Swelled,  of  a  livid  appearance,  and  per¬ 
fectly  infenfible.  Goulard’s  water  was  applied 
to  the  parts,  but  without  any  evident  advantage  $ 
the  proportion  of  lead,  however,  being  increafed, 
the  patient^  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours,  felt  a 
flight  titillation,  and  began  to  move  the  limb. 
The  fame  application,  together  with  the  ufe  of 
the  bark  inwardly,  being  continued,  a  thorough 
recovery  was  very  foon  obtained. 


De  glandulae  thy  voids  ae  affedit .  A  large  Swell¬ 
ing  upon  the  thyroid  gland,  which  feemed  to 
contain  matter,  being  laid  open,  a  conliderable 
quantity  of  extravafated  blood  was  foil  difchar- 

,  ■  ged- 
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ged.  Upon  going  deeper,  the  whole  furface  of 
the  abfcefs  was  found  covered  with  a  hard,  calca¬ 
reous  kind  of  matter.  The  arteries  of  the  thy¬ 
roid  gland  were  found  enlarged,  conftituting  a 
fpurious  aneurifm.  The  patient,  we  are  told, 
foon  died  apoplectic . 

De  abfcejfu  in  regioni  inguinalu  Upon  opening 
an  abfcefs  in  the  groin,  the  peritonaeum  was  found 

f 

to  be  laid  bare.  A  plentiful  luppuration  enfu- 
ing,  that  membrane  exfoliated  or  calf  off  fo  ef¬ 
fectually,  as  to  leave  the  gut  which  it  had  cover¬ 
ed  quite  naked.  The  wound,  however,  dimi- 
nifhed  daily,  and  in  a  fliort  time  was  ckatrifed. 
But  the  tumor  returning,  with  an  evident  fluc¬ 
tuation  of  matter,  it  was  again  opened,  when, 
together  with  the  matter  contained,  there  was 
difcharged  a  pledgit,  which,  by  want  of  proper 
attention,  had  been  allowed  to  remain  in  the  ftfrc 
when  it  was  formerly  open.  The  cure  now  went 
properly  on,  and,  in  a  fhort  time,  was  thoroughly 
compleated. 

Hydrops  univerfalts . — In  a  cafe  of  obffinatc 

dropfy,  that  had  refilled  all  the  ufual  remedies, 

cantharides  were  had  recourfe  to  with  the  grcatefl 

.  1 

fuccd's.  Four  grains,  diluted  with  a  large  quan¬ 
tity 


tity  of  barley-water,  aded  as  a  very  powerful  diu¬ 
retic  5  and  a  fourth  part  of  that  quantity  was  af¬ 
terwards  given  at  three  different  times.  Bark, 
fait  of  wormwood,  and  rhubarb,  were  alfo  pre¬ 
fer!  bed,  and,  in  the  courfe  of  fix  weeks,  a  per- 
fed  cure  was  obtained.  In  about  eighteen 
months,  however,  from  that  period,  the  difordcr 
returned,  when  cantharides  were  again  adviled, 
but  with  no  effed.  Their  failure  at  this  time,  our 
author  attributes  to  the  irritability  of  the  patient’s 
fyflem  being  diminifhed,  in  confequence  of  a 
greater  degree  of  debility  which  now  took  place. 
A  cure,  however,  was  again  effeded  by  recourfe 
to  incifions,  fait  of  wormwood,  bark,  and  rhu¬ 
barb.  Cantharides  are  much  recommended  by 
our  author,  in  all  fuch  cafes  as  do  not  yield  to  thq 
ufual  remedies. 

Inflammatio  venaefedionem  fecuta.—\n  this  cafe 
is  related  the  hiftory  of  an  inflammation  of  the 
arm,  attended  with  acute  pain  ;  it  had  proceed¬ 
ed  from  the  pundure  of  a  nerve,  our  author  i~ 
magines,  in  blood-letting,  as  he  does  not  think, 
with  Heifter,  Garengeot,  Haller,  and  others,  that 
fuch  an  occurrence  from  that  operation  is  ever 
owing  to  a  pundured  tendon.  A  cure  was  here 

effeded 
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effected  by  the  application  of  cfcharotics  to  the 

I  .. 

wounded  nerve,  as  recommended  by  Foubert ; 
together  with  cataplafms  of  Goulard’s  faturnine 
water. 

-  1  .  / 

Hifloria  valde  curiofa  brachii  fphacelo  corrupts 
In  a  cafe  of  mortification  of  the  arm,  all  the 
ufual  remedies  were  had  recourfe  to  without  ef¬ 
fect  5  the  difeafe  increafed  daily,  and  advanced 
fo  much,  that  the  arm  became  gangrenous 

1  . 

through  its  whole  length.  It  became  hard  and 
black,  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  nearly  to  refemble  dri¬ 
ed  fmoked  meat.  It  was  perfectly  free  from  all 
putrefcency  of  fmell,  was  not  attended  with  pain, 

y 

and  the  patient,  in  other  refpeds,  enjoyed  very 
good  health.  In  a  fhort  time  the  arm  feparated 
of  its  own  accord,  and  fell  off  from  the  body  $ 
no  haemorrhagy  occurred  ;  and  the  parts  with 
which  it  had  been  conjoined  foon  became  fo  dry, 
as  to  difcharge  no  kind  of  fluid  whatever.  The 
old  man,  the  fubjed  of  this  cafe*  remained,  we 
are  informed,  in  perfed  health. 

De  tendine  Acbillis  difcijjo ,  artificiofa  deligatione 
f elicit er fanato.— The  moft  remarkable  circu al¬ 
liance  in  the  hiftory  of  this  cafe,  is,  that  fuch  an 
dfedual  cure  was  obtained  in  the  courfe  of  a 

fortnights 
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fortnight,  that  the  patient,  at  the  end  of  that 

0 

time,  went  about  his  ordinary  bufmefs  without 
any  inconvenience. 


IX. 

Chirurgifche  Wahrnehmungen ,  von  Johann  Le- 
brecht  Schmucker,  Koniglich-P reujjifchen  Er - 
flenQeneral-chirurgus  von  der  Armee ,  &c.  &c. 
i.  e.  Chirurgical  Objervations ,  by  John  Le- 
brecht  Schmucker,  jirft  Surgeon  to  the  Army 
of  the  King  of  Prujfia .  In  two  Parts .  Part.  I. 
O/z  Wounds  and  Difeafes  of  the  Head.  Part  II. 
On  Difeafes  of  the  Breaft ,  Abdomen ,  Extre¬ 
mities .  8 vo,  Berlin. 

THE  author  of  thefe  obfervations,  in  his  atr 
tendance  on  the  armies  and  hofpitals  of  his 
Pruffian  Majefty,  having  had  more  experience  in 
the  feveral  diforders  treated  of  than  can  often  be 
fuppofed  to  fall  to  the  Ihare  of  one  man  ;  the 
publication  of  them  mud,  therefore,  it  is  imagi¬ 
ned,  prove  very  acceptable  to  the  public. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  firlt  Part,  is  taken 
up  with  the  confideration  of  wounds  of  the  head; 

from 
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from  which  it  appears,  that  both  in  the  di¬ 
agnosis,  prognofis,  and  method  of  cure  in  fuch 
accidents,  we  are  as  yet  very  deficient. 

One  of  the  mod  unaccountable  circumflances, 
attending  affedions  of  this  nature  is,  that,  in 
many  cafes  of  wounds  of  the  head,  efpecially  in 
thofe  from  gun-fhots,  which  at  hrft,  and  for  ma¬ 
ny  days  after  being  inflicted,  appear  to  be  attend¬ 
ed  with  no  kind  of  danger,  at  iaft  turn  worfe,  and 
frequently  carry  off  the  patients.  Twelve  cafes 
are  here  related  which  occurred  at  one  of  the 
many  memorable  fieges  of  lad  war,  which  all 
proved  fatal,  after  the  patients,  for  many  days, 
had  remained  perfectly  free  from  every  bad  fymp- 
tom  j  and  in  which,  nothing  outwardly  appeared, 
farther  than  the  bone  being  either  merely  denu¬ 
ded,  or  otherwife  very  (lightly  affeded.  The 
trepan  in  all  of  them  was  had  recourfe  to,  but 
without  either  being  of  fervice,  or  able  to  deted 
the  caufe  of  the  different  fymptoms. 

On  opening  the  heads  of  fuch  patients  after 

death,  either  pus  was  found  diffufed  upon  the 

* 

pia  mater,  or  a  gelatinous  femipurulent  kind  of 

matter 
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matter  was  obferved.  Mod  frequently  the  brain 
itfelf  appeared  perfectly  found. 

The  caufe  of  death  in  cafes  of  this  nature  is 
attributed,  by  our  author,  chiefly  to  an  affedtion 
of  the  tunica  arachnoidea,  and  of  different  lym¬ 
phatics.  The  contufion  occafioned  by  gunfhot- 
wounds  and  dmilar  accidents,  produces  always, 
he  fays,  an  effufion  and  damnation  of  lymph, 
which  in  cachetic  debilitated  fubjedts,  (fuch  as  fol- 
diers  commonly  are  at  the  end  of  the  campaign 
in  a  tedious  war),  is  with  difficulty  abforbed, 
and  is  commonly  therefore  either  converted  into 
pus,  or  a  thin  ichor. 

This  view  of  the  caufe  of  the  diforder,  firft 
fuggeded  to  our  author  the  propriety  of  adrin- 
gent  applications  in  fuch  cafes  ;  and  he  has  fre¬ 
quently,  we  are  told,  employed  them  with  the 
greated  advantage.  The  following  is  an  applica¬ 
tion  of  this  kind  he  has  often  ufed  with  fuccefs, 
and  is  a  form  which  he  feems  to  prefer  to  all  o- 
thers.  To  forty  pounds  of  cold  water,  add  four 
pounds  of  vinegar,  fixteen  ounces  of  nitre,  and 
eight  ounces  of  fal  ammoniac.  The  part  affec¬ 
ted  is  ordered  to  be  frequently  well  bathed  with 
this,  at  the  fame  time  that  blood-letting  is  pre« 
fcribed,  together  with  the  internal  ufe  of  nitre, 
i  dimulating 


COMMENTARIES. 


427 

flimulating  inje£tions,  and  laxatives.  In  all  the 
flighter  affe6lions  of  the  head,  the  greatefl  fuc- 
cefs,  we  are  told,  has  been  obferved  from  fuch 

a  courfe ;  and,  even  in  fuch  as  have  required 
the  trepan,  our  author  has  often,  he  thinks^ 
feen  it  put  in  practice  with  advantage.  In  con- 
cuflions  of  the  brain,  even  without  anv  external 
wound,  cold  epithems  and  fomentations  are  faid 
to  be  very  ferviceable,  efpecially  if  conjoined 
with  flimulating  glyflers,  and  the  application  of 
leeches  to  the  temples. 

A  variety  of  interefling  obfervations,  with  re- 
fpedl  to  other  affections  of  the  head,  are  after¬ 
wards  inferted.  In  one  cafe,  a  locked  jaw  occur¬ 
red,  in  confequence  of  a  wound  on  the  right  fide 
of  the  head  with  a  fword.  The  trepan  was  twice 
applied,  but  without  advantage  ;  when  a  collection 
of  matter  under  the  temporal  mufcle  being  ob¬ 
ferved,  and  afterwards  evacuated  by  cutting 
through  that  mufcle,  the  fpafm  was  effectually  re¬ 
moved,  and  a  cure  of  the  wound  eafily  obtained. 
Another  cafe  of  the  fame  kind  is  afterwards  re¬ 
lated,  in  which  evacuating  the  matter  contained 
below  the  temporal  mufcle  proved  effedtu  J,  af¬ 
ter  the  trepan  had  been  four  times  applied  with¬ 
out  any  advantage. 
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Several  cafes  of  gunfhot-wounds  in  the  fore¬ 
head  are  related,  in  which  the  trepan  was  applied 
to  the  os  frontis  with  the  greatefl  advantage.  In 
wounds  of  the  cranium,  thofe  made  with  (harp 
cutting  inftruments,  always  terminate  much  more 
eafily,  we  are  told,  than  thofe  occafioned  by  fuch 
as  are  more  blunt  or  obtufe.  Among  many  re¬ 
markable  cafes,  which  we  are  afterwards  favour¬ 
ed  with,  one  is  related,  in  which  part  of  the 
cortical  fubftance  of  the  brain  was  cut  out  wdth 
a  fword,  and  a  cure  was  in  due  time  eafily  effec- 
ted. 

Violent  concuffions  of  the  brain  are  often  pro¬ 
duced,  our  author  obferves,  merely  from  the 
paifage  of  cannon  balls  near  to  the  head,  with¬ 
out  any  external  affe&ion  being  obfervable.  In 
fuch  cafes,  and  in  all  fimilar  concuffions,  emetics, 
we  are  told,  are  commonly  attended  with  the 
bell  effcdis  ;  venaefection,  however,  mud;  always 
be  premifed  to  the  ufe  of  thefe  remedies.  Eme¬ 
tics,  after  blood-letting,  are  likewife  recommend¬ 
ed  by  our  author,  in  a  fpecies  of  blindnefs,  which 
he  has  frequently  known  foldiers  to  be  feized 
with  from  making  long  marches  in  fultry  wea¬ 
ther.  In  fome  cafes,  one  blood-letting,  and  a 
fmgle  vomit  the  following  day,  have  proved  effec¬ 
tual; 
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tual  5  on  other  occafions  different  repetitions  of 
both  remedies  have  been  necefiary. 

When  treating  of  ophthalmia,  leeches  to  the 
temples  and  eyelids  are  much  recommended ; 
but  our  author  is  greatly  againfl  fcarifications  of 
the  tunica  conjuntliva,  as  advifed  by  many.  As 
a  corroborant  for  that  fpecies  of  relaxation,  com¬ 
mon  in  ophthalmia,  a  collyriuin  is  recommend¬ 
ed,  of  eight  ounces  of  role-water,  two  drachms 
of  allum,  and  a  fcruple  of  faccharum  faturni. 

A  full  account  is  given  by  our  author,  of  a 
fpecies  of  blindnefs  fometimes  produced  by  a 
tranflation  of  the  matter  of  gonorrhoea  to  the 
eyes.  In  fuch  cafes,  antiphlogiftic  remedies  are 
advifed  to  be  applied  to  the  eyes,  together  with 
blood-letting,  nitre,  and  other  cooling  medicines 
inwardly  ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  emollient  cata- 
plafms  fhould  be  applied  to  the  penis  and  peri- 
naeum,  with  a  view  to  folicit  a  return  of  the  dif- 
charge  to  thefe  parts. 

In  treating  of  ganglia,  or  fuch  tumors  of  the 
encyfted  kind  as  contain  an  infpiflated  kind  of 
lymph,  we  are  advifed,  after  making  a  firnple 
incifion  into  them,  to  evacuate  their  contents, 
and  afterwards  to  obtain  a  reunion  of  the  parts 
Vol.  IV.  F  f  by 
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by  means  of  the  dry  future.  In  the  fmaller  fuel¬ 
lings  of  this  kind,  a  cure,  we  are  told,  may  ab 
mod  always  be  obtained,  by  gentle  frictions  with 
foap  diffolved  in  ftrong  fpirks  of  wine. 

The  fecond  volume  of  our  authors  work 
commences  with  the  condderation  of  diforders 
of  the  bread.  Some  cafes  are  related,  in  which 
mufket-bullets  paffed  through  the  lungs,  and 
which  were  afterwards  happily  cured.  In  wounds 
of  the  bread,  tight  bandages  are  much  conde  .  n- 
ed  ;  and,  in  place  of  a  great  number  of  fin  all 
dofils,  with  which  fuch  wounds  are  commonly 
covered,  one  large  dofil  or  cudiion  is  rather  re¬ 
commended.  The  bed  method  of  preventing 
emphyfematous  fwellings  in  wounds  penetrating 
into  the  ched,  is  to  enlarge  and  keep  open,  we 
are  told,  the  external  openings,  which  effectually 
prevents  the  air  from  within  diffufing  over  the 

V 

cellular  membrane.  Of  many  remarkable  cafes 
of  wounds  in  the  bread  and.  abdomen  related  by 
our  author,  we  dial!  here  mention  two.  A  fob 

•  •  >  -i  J  \  :  .  c  *  .  .  f 

dier  received  a  fliot  with  two  bullets  at  the  fan\e 
time,  one  of  iron,  and  the  other  of  lead.  On 
the  latter  being  extracted,  as  no  others  were  at 
the  time  fufpeCted  to  have  entered,  the  fore  was 
healed  up.  In  the  courfe  of  fixteen  years,  how¬ 
ever. 
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ever,  a  large  iron  bullet  was  taken  out  from  the 
region  of  the  liver.  Another  foldier  was  wound¬ 
ed  through  the  diaphragm  in  the  right  hypo- 
chondrium  ;  and,  although  a  paraphrenitis  fuc- 
ceeded,  attended  with  violent  laughter,  crying, 
and  vomiting,  yet  a  cure  at  laft  was  obtained. 

In  treating  of  cancer,  extirpation  is  mentioned 
as  almofl  the  only  remedy  to  be  depended  on. 
And  this  operation,  our  author  fays,  he  has,  on 
many  occafions,  had  recourfe  to  in  open  cancers 
of  the  mamma,  with  the  greateft  fuccefs ;  and 
that  even  in  the  very  word  cafes  of  that  kind, 
when,  to  all  appearance,  the  difeafe  had  arifen 
from  an  internal  caufe,  and  when  the  different 
fymptoms  of  he&ic  had  occurred.  Cicuta  we 
are  defired  by  no  means  to  depend  on  in  this . 
difeafe.  Many  experiments  are  here  related, 
made  with  that  remedy  procured  direclly  from 
Vienna; but, inftead  of  being  of  any  advantage  to 
the  patients,  almoft  all  of  them,  feemed  to  fuffer 
much  from  its  ufe ;  in  feme  of  them,  great  debi¬ 
lity  was  induced,  and,  in  others,  fuel:  tremors 
of  the  joints,  as  they  did  not  again  recover  from. 

Our  author  afterwards  treats  fucceffively  of  the 
paracentefis  of  the  abdomen,  of  the.  different  fpe-* 
ties,  of  hernia,  hydrocele,  aneurifm,  and  lithoto- 
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my.  In  cutting  for  the  (lone,  he  determines*, 
after  a  great  deal  of  experience,  in  favour  of 
the  great  apparatus,  as  recommended  by  Le 
Dran  ;  as  it  always,  he  fays,  proves  much  more 
fuccefsful  than  even  the  lateral  operation. 

We  are  commonly  directed,  our  author  ob- 
ferv.es,  in  thofe  cafes  of  gunfhot-wounds  where  any 
of  the  extremities  are  carried  off,  to  amputate 
immediately  above  the  part.  In  all  fuch  cafes, 
however,  amputation,  lie  fays,  ought  by  no 
means  to  be  had  recourfe  to  ;  for,  from  extern 
five  experience  on  this  point,  he  has  long  been 
convinced,  that  fores  produced  in  this  manner, 
heal  with  much  greater  eafe,  and  with  lefs  rifk 
to  the  patient,  than  thofe  which  are  left  after 
the  amputation  of  any  member.  He  even 
advifes  us  not  to  take  off  fuch  parts  of  fplintered 
bones  as  happen  to  protrude  in  cafes  of  this 
kind  ;  for  they  always,  he  fays,  in  due  time,  fe- 
parate,  of  their  own  accord,  a  confiderable  way 
within  the  margin  of  the  foft  parts.  A  variety 
of  cafes  of  gunfhot-wounds  are  related.,  in  which, 
without  having  recourfe  to  amputation,  complete 
cures  were  obtained,  although  different  bones 
had  been  very  much  {battered. 

v  Our 
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Our  author  concludes  this  publication  with  a 
variety  of  judicious  obfervations  on  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  thofe  bit  by  mad  dogs  ;  and  the  proprie¬ 
ty  ot  every  article  recommended,  is  confirmed 
by  the  enumeration  of  different  cafes,  which  had 
been  treated  in  the  manner  prefcribed,  Such 
wounds  are  directed  to  be  immediately  wafhed 
clean  ;  and,  after  deep  fcarihcations  being  made 
into  them,  the  parts  are  to  be  immerfed  in  warm 
water,  with  a  view  to  encourage  a  flow  of  blood. 
The  wounds  are  afterwards  to  be  fprinkled  with 
the  powder  of  cantharides,  and  a  bliftering-pla- 
iter  to  be  applied  over  all.  This  treatment  rnufl 
be  continued  for  eight  or  ten  days,  and  the 
wounds,  by  proper  digestives,  fliould  be  kept 
running  for  at  lead  a  month.  Internally,  fre¬ 
quent  dofes  of  nitre  and  camphor  are  recom¬ 
mended. 

The  extirpation  of  that  tendon,  commonly 
termed  the  worm ,  from  the  under  part  of  the 
tongue  in  dogs,  with  a  view  to  prevent  their 
doing  harm  when  mad,  is  recommended  by  our 
author,  in  confequence  of  different  experiments 

which  he  himfelf  put  in  practice  in  order  to  deter- 

\ 

mine  the  propriety  of  it. 
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cIhe  Biflory  of  a  remarkable  wound  in  the  Trachea 
and  neighbouring parts •  By  Air  James  Stark, 
Surgeon  in  Calcutta, 


UPON  the  25th  day  of  Q&ober  1775,  ^  was 
requeued  to  vifit  an  European  that  had  cut 
his  own  throat,  a  few  hours  before  I  was  called, 
but  I  was  told  he  had  (till  fome  appearance  of  life 
remaining. 

When  I  went  to  the  place,  I  found  him  lying 
upon  the  ground,  with  his  throat  cut  from  ear 
to  ear,  and  an  immenfe  effufion  of  blood  all  a- 
round.  Upon  moving  him,  I  found  that  there 


was 


Commentaries. 


435 


/ 

was  a  good  deal  of  ftrength  remaining,  notwith-. 
(landing  the  great  lofs  of  blood.  I  therefore  be¬ 
gan  to  examine  the  wound,  which  had  the  fol- 
lowing  appearance; 

The  external  jugular  veins  on  both  Tides 
were  perfectly  divided  ;  the  carotid  arteries  laid 
bare  ;  the  trachea  arteria  divided  from  the  la- 
rynx  immediately  above  the  pomum  ad  ami ;  the 
epiglottis  and  glottis,  along  with  the  os  hyoides, 
perfectly  detached  from  the  riiria  glottidis  ;  the 
pharynx  cut  through,  except  about  a  finger’s 
breadth  of  the  back  part,  which  was  very  much 
ftfetched  ;  for  the  trachea  thus  divided,  had  re- 
traded  equal  with  the  clavicles,  as  had  alfo  the 
fore  part  of  the  cefophagus,  which  very  much 
ftretched  the  remaining  fibres  of  the  pharynx,, 
As  the  os  hyoides  was  perfectly  detached  from 
the  rima,  confequently  every  mufcle  that  arifes 
from  the  different  cartilages.  Sec.  of  the  wind- 
pipe,  and  Which  are  inferred  in  the  os  hyoides, 
were  cut  through.  Finding  matters  in  this  fitu- 
ation,  I  thought  any  attempt  would  be  perfeclly 
in  vain,  as  he  muft  certainly  expire  in  a  few 
hburs.  However,  as  the  effufion  of  blood  was 
flopped,  arid  he  {fill  had  a  good  deal  of  ftrength 
remaining,  I  was  willing  to  give  him  every  pof- 
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fible  chance.  Therefore,  after  waffiing  the  cloat- 
ed  blood  from  the  wound,  I  endeavoured  to  at¬ 
tach  the  fore-part  of  the  oefophagus  to  the  pha¬ 
rynx  with  needles  and  waxed  thread  ;  but  found 
it  very  difficult  to  accompliffi,  as  the  wound  was 
very  jagged,  the  patient  averfe  to  have  any  thing 
done  for  himfelf,  and  the  pricking  of  the  needles 
brought  on  violent  reaching  to  vomit,  fo  that 
the  contents  of  the  ftornaeh  were  evacuated  by 
the  wound.  I  next  endeavoured  to  attach  the 
trachea  to  the  larynx,  which  was  likewife  difficult 
on  account  of  the  conftant  convulfive  coughing  \ 
however,  it  was  at  laft  done,  and  the  patient,  in 
this  fituation,  could  fwallow  a  little  water,  tho5 

the  greatefi  part  (fill  ran  out  by  the  wound.  I 
then  applied  flips  of  adhefive  plafter  near  the 

edges  of  the  external  wound,  and,  by  means  of 

♦ 

the  quilled  future,  brought  the  lips  in  contact 
in  every  part,  except  where  the  threads  of  the 
internal  wound  protruded,  and  then  dreffed  the 
whole  with  dry  lint.  That  the  more  care  might 
be  taken,  I  had  the  patient  carried  to  my  own 
houfe,  where  I  immediately  ordered  his  belly  to 
be  opened  with  giyfters,  and  that  he  ffiould  have 
nothing  whatever  given  by  the  mouth  ;  but  that 

he  ffiould  be  entirely  fupported  by  nutritive  giy¬ 
fters,, 
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fters,  adminiftered  every  two  hours,  and  that  he 
fhould  be  kept  as  much  at  reft  as  poflible.  Next 
day  I  found  him  perfe&ly  free  from  fever,  his 
puife  fmall,  but  flow  and  regular.  The  weather 
at  this  time  was  pretty  hot,  and  made  me  afraid 
of  putrifadlive  fymptoms ;  I  therefore  ordered 
that  he  fhould  have  a  glyfter  of  ftrong  deco&ion 
of  bark  twice  a-day,  and  that  he  fhould  retain 
them  as  long  as  poflible.  The  fecond  day  he 
was  much  the  fame,  only  his  puife  was  quicker, 
as  was  his  breathing  ;  he  likewife  had  a  frequent 
tickling  cough,  but  no  appearance  of  fuppuration 
on  the  wound.  On  the  third  day,  a  pretty  plen¬ 
tiful  difchaige  of  matter  and  mucus  took  place, 
and  every  bad  fymptom  difappeared,  except  the 
cough,  which  was  rather  more  troublefome,  from 
part  of  the  matter  difcharged  falling  into  the  top 
of  the  windpipe.  The  fourth  and  fifth  days  he 
was  much  the  fame  ;  but,  on  the  fixth,  matters 
took  a  very  different  turn,  as  now  he  had  every 
appearance  of  fymptomatic  fever,  from  an  ab- 
forption  of  matter  having  taken  place  :  His  fkin, 
before  moift,  was  now  very  hot  and  parched  ; 

m 

puife  quick  and  fmall  ;  the  difcharge  from  the 
wound  very  ichorous  and  offenfive,  and  the  parts 
adjacent  very  hot  \  his  breathing  quick,  and  in- 
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fpiration  very  difficult,  with  a  loud  rattling  noife? 
&nd  altogether  extremely  reftlefs  and  uneafyo 
As  the  fymptoms  of  fever  increafed  very  fad,  I  now 
thought  that  he  had  no  chance  whatever  ;  howe- 

\  ;  i 

ver,  I  ordered  that  hot  dreffirigs  fhould  be  applied 
to  the  wound,  that  the  number  of  bark  glyfters 
fhould  be  increafed,  and  that  he  might  be  allow¬ 
ed  to  fmoke  a  *  chirrutt,  for  which  he  had  a 
great  defire,  as  it  promotes  expectoration,  and 
perhaps  might  affift  in  bringing  back  a  difcharge 
of  matter  from  the  wound.  He  continued  in* 
this  fituation  all  the  next  day  and  the  following. 
But,  on  the  ninth,  when  f  expeCted  to  have 
found  him  dead,  how  much  tvas  I  furprifed  to  fee 
him  perfectly  free  from  fever,  his  fkin  moift,  and  a 
thick  difcharge  from  the  wound,  hardly  in  any  de¬ 
gree  offeniive.  I  continued  the  fame  regimen  and 
dreffing  as  already  mentioned,  and  with  thefe 
new  appearances  conceived  frefh  hopes.  Next 
morning,  upon  unbinding  the  wound,  every  thing 
looked  the  fame,  only  all  the  hatches  had  given 
way,  and  the  windpipe  and  gullet  had  retraced 
as  before.  Now  I  had  a  full  view  of  the  whole 

extent 

*  Tobacco  leaves  rolled  up  hard,  about  the  fize  of 
a  finger,  which  is  lighted  at  one  end,  and  the  fmoke 
drawn  from  it  by  the  other  put  in  the  month* 
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extent  of  the  wound,  which  was  really  (hocking 
to  behold  ;  for,  between  the  os  hyoides  and  the 
clavicles,  there  was  only  one  continued  gafh, 
which  looked  as  if  the  windpipe  and  the  gullet 
had  been  cut  out  entirely. 

All  along  he  complained  very  much  of  third  % 

4 

and,  by  pointing  to  his  belly  and  mouth,  fliowed 
evident  marks  of  being  very  hungry.  I  had  once 
or  twice  allowed  him  to  make  an  attempt  to 
fwallow  water,  but  after  the  fird  or  fecond  day 
he  could  not  get  down  a  fmgle  drop,  the  whole 
coming  out  at  the  external  wound,  and  fre¬ 
quently  endangering  fuffocation,  by  part  falling 
into  the  top  of  the  windpipe,  and  fo  producing 
violent  convulfive  coughs.  He  was  at  this  time 
very  much  reduced,  and  I  was  afraid  that  1  fhould 
not  be  able  to  nourifh  him  by  the  prefent  mode 
till  a  reunion  took  place.  I  therefore  removed 
the  ditches  entirely,  and  attempted  to  introduce 
nourifhment  by  the  external  wound,  by  means 
of  a  bent  catheter  that  had  a  bladder  tied  to  it. 
But  the  catheter  had  no  fooner  touched  the  top 
of  the  gullet  than  it  produced  violent  efforts  to 
vomit,  and  convulfive  coughing,  which  tore  the 
wound  quite  open.  Finding  that  this  method 
would  not  fucceed,  I  laid  it  adde,  and  traded  to 

drong 


flrong  nutritive  inje&ions  only.  I  again  put  in 
a  flitch  or  two  in  the  fore  part  of  the  windpipe, 
but  foon  found  that  they  could  be  of  no  fervice  ; 
for  they  not  only  prevented  a  reunion,  but  kept 
up  a  conflant  irritation  on  thefe  fenfible  parts. 
I,  therefore,  next  day,  removed  them,  and  only 
continued  the  hitches  in  the  external  wound  ;  for 
the  mucus  and  matter  now  prevented  adhefive 
plafler  from  kicking :  And,  in  order  that  there 
might  be  very  little  hrefs  on  the  external  hitches, 
I  kept  his  chin  confined  clofe  to  his  bread,  by 
means  of  pillows  under  the  head,  and  a  mght^cap, 
with  ftraps  that  tied  under  the  arm-pits.  About 
this  period,  fmall  granulations  of  flefh  made  their 
appearance  in  the  wound,  and  I  now  entertained 
fome  hopes,  provided  he  could  be  fupported  by  the 
anus  for  a  fufficient  length  of  time.  But  his  being 
much  reduced,  and  his  pulfe  hardly  perceivable 

A 

at  this  time,  rendered  it  highly  improbable. 
However,  he  continued  in  this  way,  without  any 
unfavourable  fymptom,  unlefs  his  being  more 
weak,  till  the  twenty-fourth  day  from  the  acci¬ 
dent.  On  this  day  I  was  much  furprifed,  upon 
coming  home,  to  fee  him  fitting  up  in  bed,  with  a 
plate  before  him,  which  contained  boiled  rice.  I 
afked  if  be  had  (wallowed  any,  to  which  he  made 
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figns  that  he  had,  by  'patting  his  belly,  and  ex- 
preffing  great  joy  in  his  countenance.  I  defired 
he  would  make  another  attempt,  and  found,  to 
my  great  aftonifhment,  that  he  could  fwallow 
fotne,  though  by  much  the  greatdt  part  came 
out  by  the  wound. 

This  difcovery  gave  me  great  pleafure  ;  I  there¬ 
fore  allowed  him  to  continue  ;  and  he  got  fo  much 
better,  and  could  fwallow  fo  well  in  a  few  days, 
that  I  difcfontinued  the  injections.  He  now  could 
fpeak  fo  as  to  be  underftood,  and  could  fwallow 
fluids  without  looting  much.  About  the  end  of  fix 
weeks  from  the  accident,  the  external  wound  heal¬ 
ed  up  entirely,  except  over  the  pomum  adami, 
which,  by  being  a  little  hurt,  gradually  feparated  ; 
and,  as  the  feparation  was  very  flow,  a  fmall  part  of 
the  external  wound  turned  fiftulous,  and  fo  left  a 
paffage  into  the  windpipe,  through  which  he 
could  breathe  at  pleafure,  though  he  generally 
breathed  by  the  mouth,  as  before,  and  could 
fwallow  either  liquids  or  folids,  without  any  part 
coming  by  the  wound. 

ii 

I  now  judged  him  out  of  all  danger  from  the 

accident,  and  allowed  him  to  walk  about  the 

/ 

ftreets,  by  which  he  recovered  ftrength,  fo  much 
as  to  be  able  to  walk  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 

and 
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and  give  his  evidence  before  the  grand  jury  con° 
cerning  the  murder  of  an  European,  to  which  he 
was  the  only  witnefs. 

It  was  now  my  intention,  in  a  day  or  two,  to 
remove  the  callous  edges  of  the  little  fiflulous 
hole  in  the  fore  part  of  the  wdndpipe,  in  order 
to  produce  a  perfect  union.  But  Chriftmas-eve 
intervened,  which  was  juft  two  months  from  the 
accident,  he  wrent  out  and  came  home  in  the 
night  drunk,  but  went  to  bed,  to  all  appearance, 
in  very  good  health.  The  morning  after  that, 
fee  was  feen  by  my  fervant  walking  about  with 
achirrut  in  his  mouth,  fmoking,  as  ufual.  From 
the  quantity  of  liquor  he  had  drank  over  night, 
ficknefs  was  produced;  and,  in  the  a&ion  of  vo¬ 
miting,  fome  of  the  remains  of  the  liquor  had  pro¬ 
bably  got  into  his  windpipe,  for  he  fell  back  on 
his  bed,  and  expired  in  an  inftant,  before  anyone 
could  come  to  his  ailiftance. 

As  I  had  taken  fo  much  pains  to  promote  his 
recovery,  I  was  forry  for  the  accident ;  but,  at 
the  fame  time,  1  was  amply  rewarded  for  my 
trouble  ;  for  it  afforded  an  excellent  opportunity 
of  feeing  what  nature  had  done  in  fo  extraordi¬ 
nary  a  cafe* 


After 
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After  his  death,  in  prefence  of  three  gentlemen 
of  the  faculty,  the  trachea  and  gullet  were  taken 
out  from  the  Iternum  to  the  root  of  the  tongue. 
We  found  that  nature  had  effected  a  perfect  re¬ 
union  of  all  the  injured  parts.  The  os  hyoides 
was  rejoined  to  the  windpipe  in  the  fore  part, 
by  means  of  a  foft  but  tough  fubftance,  which 
occupied  the  place  of  the  fcutiform  and  thyroid 
cartilages.  The  rima  glottidis  was  attached  to 
the  Tides  of  the  os  hyoides  by  a  tough  membra¬ 
nous  cicatrix,  which  marked  the  extent  of  the 
wound  in  its  firft  date.  All  the  mufcles  that  are 
inferted  in  the  os  hyoides,  and  originate  from  the 
cartilages,  &c.  had,  after  being  cut  through  in 
the  accident,  retraced,  and  on  one  fide  formed 
a  large  and  hard  fubftance,  about  twice  the  fize 
of  the  pornum  adami. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  large  cicatrix,  the  re¬ 
traction  from  the  divifion  of  the  mufcles  and  the 
fmall  opening  into  the  fore  part  of  the  windpipe, 
it  could  not  have  been  perceived  that  any  injury 
had  been  fuftained.  The  glottis  and  epiglottis 
had  regained  their  former  fituation  and  action, 
and  nature  had  fully  fupplied  every  deficiency. 

I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  the  man  would  have 

round  little  or  no  inconveniency  in  his  future 

life, 
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life,  had  he  not  been  cut  off  by  an  accidental  oc¬ 
currence.  I  was  fo  much  convinced  of  this,  that, 
before  the  coroner  and  his  inqued,  I,  and  an¬ 
other  furgeon,  gave  it  as  our  opinion,  that  he 
died  by  accident,  and  not  from  the  wound. 

This  cafe  I  confider  as  one  of  the  mod  remark¬ 
able  among  thofe  of  furgery  \  and  I  do  not 
know  fuch  another  upon  record  :  Confider 
the  fituation  of  the  wound,  the  parts  fo  in¬ 
jured,  the  mode  by  which  nature  was  fupport- 
ed  for  fuch  a  length  of  time,  the  climate,  &c. 
and  the  cure  will  appear  aimed  a  miracle, 
hardly  to  be  credited.  However,  it  ferves  to 
{how,  in  the  fulled  extent,  that,  as  long  as  life 
remains,  we  fhould  perfevere  to  adminifter  relief 
to  the  utmod  of  our  power. 

During  the  cure,  I  called  in  many  of  the  me¬ 
dical  gentlemen  in  Calcutta,  who  all  declared  the 
cafe  incurable,  and  I  was  fully  of  this  opinion 
myfelf ;  however,  the  event  ferved  to  prove  that 
we  were  all  midaken. 
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The  Hiflory  of  a  Puerperal  affedion  terminating  in 
a  D  if  charge  of  Pus  from  the  Umbilicus .  By 
Mr  James  Carmichael,  Surgeon  at  Port-Glaf 
gozv. 

JEAN  HILL  AM,  aged  nineteen,  was  deliver-* 
ed  of  her  firft  child,  at  the  full  time,  after 
twenty -four  hours  hard  labour,  on  the  12th  of 
July  1770.  The  placenta  was  extracted  inflant- 
1y,  and  with  violence.  The  lochia  were  fcanty, 
otherwife  fhe  was  in  a  good  way.  She  fat  up  on 
the  1 7th  for  the  whole  day,  and  was  without  com¬ 
plaint  till  mid-night,  when  fhe  was  feized  with, 
violent  pains  over  all  her  belly  and  back,  anxiety 
about  the  praecordia,  faintnefs,  great  iweatitigs, 
conflant  vomiting,  frequent  ftoois,  with  gripes, 
and  intenfe  third.  To  thefe  fymptoms,  continu¬ 
ing,  wras  added  a  large  diffufed  fweiling  of  the 
abdomen,  which  was  perceived  on  the  2 2d,  at¬ 
tended  with  pain  about  the  umbilicus,  which  was 
inflamed,  and  a  gentle  fuppuration  followed. 
Her  belly  became  very  fore  to  the  touch.  On 
Vo l.  IV,  G  g  the 
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the  30th,  above  four  pounds  of  watery  pus  were 
difcharged  from  the  umbilicus,  with  immediate 
relief  from  all  her  ailments,  and  a  moderate  re¬ 
turn  of  the  lochia. 

I  accidentally  faw  her,  for  the  firfi  time,  on 
the  14th  of  Augud.  There  had  been  a  daily 
difcharge  of  about  four  ounces  of  well  chgeded 
pus  from  the  navel,  for  a  long  time,  but  it  had 
now  decreafed.  The  lochia  (fill  continued.  She 
complained  of  great  weaknefs,  chiefly  of  her  back, 
fo  that  flie  walked  in  abending  pofture  forwards  y 
flie  had  little  appetite  for  food  ;  naufea  and  faint- 
nefs,  at  times ;  great  third ;  and,  from  the 
30th  of  July,  when  the  difcharge  firfi  began,  fhe 
could  lie  on  the  right  fide  only.  Her  pulfe  was 
fm all  and  quick.  She  had  taken  very  little  me¬ 
dicine,  from  which  flie  was  not  fenfible  of  any 
relief. 

In  this  lituation  I  did  not  prefcribe  for  her,  but 
trufled  the  cure  to  the  natural  progrefs  of  the 
difeafes ;  and,  when  I  faw  her  again,  which  was 
not  till  the  month  of  November,  the  difcharge 
from  the  umbilicus  was  quite  gone,  and  fhe  was 
recovering  fad.  I  had  again  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  her  in  the  month  of  January  1771 ;  fhe 
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was  then  perfectly  well,  but  (till  flie  could  not 
lie  on  the  left  fide. 


III. 

Cafe  of  violent  Spafms  which  fucceeded  the  Am¬ 
putation  of  an  Arm .  By  Mr  Daniel  Bullivant, 
Surgeon  at  Oakham,  Rutlandfhire. 

MARY  DERRIDGE,  of  Exton  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Rutland,  made  application  to  me 
fome  time  in  the  year  1769,  to  relieve  her  of  a 
contraction  in  the  right  fore-arm.  T  his  complaint 
had  been  brought  on  by  the  arm  being  kept  too 
long  in  one  pofition,  when  fhe  was  fewing  ;  and 
had  made  its  appearance  about  ten  years  before, 
during  which  time  various  means  had  been  made 
ufe  of  to  relieve  her,  but  without  any  effect.  On 
examination,  I  found  the  right  fore-arm  com- 
pleatly  contracted,  the  hand  being  brought  clofe 
to  the  peCtoral  mufcle.  The  biceps  flrxor  cubi- 
ti  mufclelwas,  as  if  in  a  (fate  of  aCt’on,  fhortened, 
and  extremely  rigid,  and  was  evidently  the  foie 
caufe  of  the  contraction.  As  fuch  a  variety  of 
methods  had  been  ufed,  I  judged  it  would  be 
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fruitlefs  to  make  any  more  trials  in  the  fame  way* 
but  imagined  a  divifion  of  the  mufcle,  ftmilar  to* 
that  which  is  ufed  in  the  wry-neck,  might  be 
attended  with  fome  benefit.  Accordingly,  the 
operation  was  performed  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner:  I  made  an  incifion  through  the  common 
integuments,  on  each  fide  of  the  lower  part  of 
the  contracted  mufcle,  and  palled  a  probe  in  at 
one  orifice,  and  out  of  the  other.  The  torni- 
quet  which  had  been  applied,  was  then  loofened, 
and  the  mufcle  being  comp  refled  on  the  probe* 
I  could  feel  the  pulfe  beat  diftimftly  in  the  wrift. 
I  took  this  method  in  order  to  avoid  wounding 
the  humeral  artery.  The  mufcle  was  then  di¬ 
vided  on  the  probe.  The  haemorrhage  that  ern 
fued  was  trifling,  and  the  bleeding  foon  flopped, 
without  any  ligature.  The  arm  could  now  be 
brought  from  its  former  polition,  to  that  of  a 
right  angle  ;  fo  that  I  was  flattered  with  the  hope’ 
of  fucceeding  to  my  wifh  ;  but  it  was  uniortu- 
natc,  that,  from  the  long  continuance  of  the  com 
fraction,  the  finovia  of  the  elbow-joint  had  be-^ 
come  fo  acrid  (from  ft  agnation  I  fuppofe)  as  to 
have  corroded  the  cartilages,  and  even,  as  it  ap¬ 
peared  afterwards,  to  have  injured  the  heads  of 
the  bones  themfelves.  Joined  to  this,  the  joint 
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iwelled,  was  exceedingly  painful,  and  at  length 
ulcerated.  The  lower  arm  likewife  became  oede- 
matous ;  fo  that  amputation  became  abfolutely 
requifite  in  order  to  fave  her  life,  already  in  dan¬ 
ger,  from  the  weak  hate  fhe  was  reduced  to, 
from  the  pain  and  difcharge  of  the  ulcerated 
parts.  Accordingly,  fome  time  in  the  fpring 
1770,  I  took  off  the  arm  in  the  ufual  manner, 
three  or  four  inches  above  the  elbow.  For  a 
fortnight  after  the  operation,  nothing  material 
enfued,  except  a  very  confiderable  difcharge  of 
thin  matter  ;  which,  however,  was  beginning  to 
leffen,  when  fhe  was  feized  with  moff  violent 
fpafms  in  the  ftump  of  the  amputated  arm.  The 
divided  mufcles,  and  the  pectoral  mufcle  were 
principally  affected,  being  thrown  into  the  moff 
violent  agitation,  as  often  as  the  fpafms  returned, 
which  was  every  four  or  five  feconds,  and  gave 
her  moff  excruciating  pain.  It  is  almoft  impof- 
fible  to  enumerate  the  different  methods  that 
were  tried  to  relieve  her,  without  being  able  to 
afford  her  the  leaft  eafe.  Bark,  in  all  its  prepa¬ 
rations,  was  adminiffered  in  very  large  quantities ; 
camphor  and  opium  in  very  large  and  unufual 
dofes,  flie  taking  a  dram  of  opium  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  none  of  which  procured  her  the  leaff 
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alleviation  of  her  pains.  I  have  often  tried  the 
effeCl  of  compreffing  the  flump  with  the  torni- 
quet,  binding  it  exceedingly  flrait,  yet  could 
fcarce  ever  perceive  the  fpafms  leffened  by  it. 
The  wound  of  the  flump,  during  this  time, 
though  it  had  not  a  very  good  appearance,  had 
gradually  contracted,  and  would  foqn  have  cica¬ 
trized,  when  I  imagined  a  caries  of  the  bone 
might  pofiibly  be  the  caufe  of  the  fpafms.  1  ac¬ 
cordingly  laid  the  end  of  the  bone  bare  by  a 
cauflic,  andahnall  piece  exfoliated,  but  flill with¬ 
out  any  kind  of  benefit.  1  afterwards  feparated 

the  mufcular  fibres  from  their  connection  with 

'■  •  ■  •  ■"  •  •  •  •*  •  ’  *  * 

the  edge  of  the  bone,  but  flill  with  no  better  fuc- 
cefs.  Frufl.rated  thus  in  all  my  own  attempts, 
I  drew  up  a  ftate  of  the  cafe,  and  fent  it  to  Mr 
White  of  Manchefter,  and  afterward  to  Dr  Kirk¬ 
land  of  Afhby,  for  whofe  opinions  I  thmk  my- 
felf  much  indebted.  Their  advice  was  fir  icily 
adhered  to,  but  Hill  with  no  happier  effects  than 

*-  *  *-  ■-  -  i 

before. 

It  was  now  nearly  two  years  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  my  unhappy  patient’s  fufferings, 
during  which  time  fhe  had  fcarcely  flept  an  hour 
at  a  time,  and  frequently  palled  whole,  nights 
without  a  moment’s  reft,  and  was  reduced  very 
‘  ••  low, 
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low,  and  much  emaciated,  To  that  her  life  was  much 
to  be  defpaired  of ;  when  it  occurred  to  me,  that 
there  might  be  fame  bony  fibres  on  the  edge 
of  the  amputated  bone,  which,  by  vellicating  the 
contiguous  fibres,  might  throw  them  into  con¬ 
traction.  I  ventured  then  on  one  operation  more, 
and,  feparating  the  fibres  from  the  bone,  fawed 
about  half  an  inch  of  it  off.  On  examination, 
I  difcovered  a  great  number  of  bony  fiores, 
with  exceeding  (harp  points,  which  had  projected  in 
every  dire&ion,  and  had  (hot  out  a  conhderabie 
way  into  the  contiguous  parts.  The  wound  di- 
geded  well,  and  cicatrized  in  a  very  fhort  time. 
The  fpafms  too  ceafed  from  the  moment  the  o- 
peration  was  performed,  and  fhe  never  after¬ 
wards  had  the  flighted  return. 
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Medical  News , 


OCT  OR  Thomas  Livingfton,  phyfician 


JL-Jr  in  Aberdeen,  has  lately  tranfmitted  to  Dr 
Duncan  a  cafe  extra&ed  from  the  journal  of  the 
Infirmary  in  that  city,  which  had  been  the  fub- 
jett  of  much  converfation. 

This  patient  was  an  unmarried  woman,  about  25 
years  of  age.  When  (he  was  admitted  into  the  ho- 
fpital,  the  phyficians  were  informed,  {that,  about 
two  years  and  a  half  before  that,  fhe  had  been 
affe&ed  with  a  floppage  of  the  menfes.  This 
was  attended  with  pain  in  the  region  of  the  kid¬ 
neys  and  courfe  of  the  ureters,  and  with  difficul¬ 
ty  in  voiding  her  urine.  Some  months  after  this, 
the  pains  becoming  more  violent,  and  being 
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chiefly  feated  in  the  region  of  the  uterus,  {he  dif- 
charged  from  the  vagina  a  large  hard  (tone  of 
a  reddifh  colour,  with  a  rough  fcabrous  furface, 
which  flie  faid  fbe  was  certain  came  from  the  u~ 
terus.  From  that  time,  to  the  day  of  her  admif- 
fion  into  the  Infirmary,  which  was  on  the  28th 
of  March  1777,  no  lefs  than  twenty-five  {tones 
of  the  fame  kind,  were  either  voided  or  extract¬ 
ed  from  the  vagina  by  different  people.  Thefe 
Rones  were  of  different  fhapes  and  fizes,  fome  of 

them  weighing  near  to  three  ounces,  but  all  of 
them  extremely  hard,  and  refembiing  iron-ftone 

in  colour. 

At  the  time  of  her  admiffion  into  the  Infirma¬ 
ry,  flie  feldom  voided  her  urine  without  the  af- 

j  ' 

fiffance  of  the  catheter;  but,  upon  founding,  no¬ 
thing  particular  could  be  difcovered  in  the  blad¬ 
der.  The  vagina  was  in  its  natural  Rate,  and  the 
os  tincae  neither  more  nor  lefs  dilated  than  or¬ 
dinary.  She  remained  about  two  months  in  the 
hofpital,  during  which  time,  on  feveral  occafions, 
{lie  complained  of  the  pain,  and  other  fymptoms 
which  preceded  the  difcharge  of  Rones  :  And, 
upon  examination,  Rones  were  found  Ricking  in 
the  vagina.  Thefe  were,  as  formerly,  of  diffe¬ 
rent  weights  ;  but  in  colour  and  appearance  they 

refembled 
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*  refembled  calcined  bricks.  They  were  of  a  rough 

'4 

unequal  furface  and  full  of  fmalt  knobs.  Even 
when  the  largeft  were  extracted,  the  os  tincae 
did  not  appear  to  be  dilated,  and  no  fymptom  of 
laceration  could  be  difcovered. 

Thefe  circumftances  gave  great  reafon  to  fu- 
fpe£t  fome  trick  or  impofition,  Orders  were 
therefore  given,  to  behow  the  {bride  ft  attention 
to  her  condud.  And,  upon  a  careful  fearch,  a 
{tone  was  found  in  her  pocket,  and  three  or  four 
in  her  bed,  exa&ly  refembiing  thofe  which  had 
formerly  been  extracted.  Upon  this,  fixe  was 
diredly  interrogated,  and  at  laft  conftffed  the 
whole  to  be  an  impofition.  She  denied  that  fhe 
had  any  accomplices,  and  declared,  that  neither 
her  filler,  nor  any  of  her  friends,  who  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  call  for  her,  knew  or  fufpeded  her  inten¬ 
tions.  She  acknowledged,  that  the  fuppreilion 
of  urine  was  entirely  voluntary,  and  that  fhe  call¬ 
ed  for  the  affiftance  of  the  catheter,  in  order  to 
carry  on  the  impofition.  Her  conduct  was  re- 
prefented  to  the  directors  of  the  infirmary  by 
Dr  Livingfton.  She  confeffed  her  crime  to  them 
alfo,  and  was  ordered  to  be  difmiffed  as  an  infa¬ 
mous  impoftor. 

Tax 
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To  this  hiftory,  Dr  Livingftan  fubjoins  the 
following  remarks : 

C£  When  I  was  firft  informed  of  this  wo-' 
man’s  fituation,  and  of  the  nature  of  her  pre¬ 
tended  complaints,  I  mud  honediy  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  I  was  much  perplexed  and  difiicul- 
ted  in  forming  any  rational  opinion  of  fuch 
an  extraordinary  and  uncommon  cafe.  She  had 
an  unblemifhed  character  in  the  country  where 
fhe  redded.  She  never  fought  for  charity  of  the 
public, though  feveral  families  of  didinCtion  fhewed 
her  much  companion,  in  confequence  of  her  fic¬ 
titious  diftrefs.  Before  I  faw  the  woman  her- 

felf,  I  was  informed  of  her  fituation,  by  different, 
people,  who  had  fome  of  the  (tones  'in  their  pof- 
feffion,  which  had  been  extracted  frdin  the  vagi¬ 
na,  by  a  midwife  in  the  country.  About  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  year,  (he  went  to  a  practitioner 
in  the  country,  to  whom  (he  told  her  (lory,  and 
he  entertained  her  in  his  own  family  for  fome 
time,  with  great  humanity,  and  extracted  two. 
very  large  (tones  from  the  vagina,  which  he  fhew¬ 
ed  me  afterwards.  Upon  converting  with  him 
on  this  uncommon  phaenomenon,  1  afked  feve¬ 
ral  queftions  about  the  date  of  the  uterus  and  of 
the  os  tincae,  immediately  after  the  extraction  of 
the  dones ;  but  the  anfwers  I  received  were  not 

fatisfa&ory. 
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fatisfaClory.  When  I  hinted  thy  fufpicions  of  an 
impofition,  he  was  much  affronted  ;  and  fome 
other  people  loudly  exclaimed,  that  I  had  neither 
charity  nor  humanity  in  fufpecHng  the  poor  di* 
fire  fled  woman  of  fuch  an  intention. 

I  then  begged  (he  might  be  fent  to  the  Aber^ 
deen-Infirmary,  where  I  would  bellow  every  pof- 
fible  attention  upon  her  cafe,  and  where  fhe 
fhould  be  treated  with  care  and  tendernefs  ;  and 
fhe  was  accordingly  recommended  to  my  care, 
by  a  perfon  whofe  benevolence  and  humanity  do 
honour  to  his  high  rank  in  life. 

Practitioners  cannot  be  too  cautious  in  forming 
opinions  of  uncommon  or  preternatural  appear¬ 
ances.  I  was  exceedingly  embarraflfed  about  the 
proper  manner  of  detecting  this  impoflor  ;  for, 
though  I  was  convinced  from  the  beginning 
that  her  affcrtions  were  inconftftent  and  impof- 
fible,  yet  I  durft  not  venture  to  declare  my  o- 
pinion,  without  a  convincing  proof  of  her  impo- 
fition  ” 

*  *  *  * 

Although  there  be  many  inftances  of  fubftan- 
ces  being  retained,  for  a  confiderable  time,  un¬ 
changed  in  the  ftomach,  yet  we  are  perfuaded, 

;  that 
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that  the  following  account  of  a  late  diffe&ion  at 
Edinburgh,  will  be  thought  fo  fingular,  as  to  de~ 
ferve  the  attention  of  our  readers. 

A  man,  about  fifty  years  of  age,  who  had,  for 
feveral  months,  been  affe&ed  with  a  fenfe  of 
pain  and  oppreflion  about  the  praecordia,  and 
much  vomiting  after  taking  food,  attended  with 
obftinate  conftspation,  fwallowed  two  piftol  bul¬ 
lets,  with  the  view  of  procuring  a  free  difeharge 
by  {tool.  The  bullets  were  never  obferved  to 
be  difeharged,  and  his  complaints  were  nothing 
alleviated.  At  that  time  a  circumfcribed  tu¬ 
mour  could  be  diltinftly  felt,  fituated  a  little  a- 
bove  the  umbilicus  on  the  right  fide. 

In  the  this  fituation  he  was  admitted  into  the 
Royal  Infirmary.  There  feveral  medicines  were 
employed,  with  a  view  of  relieving  his  com¬ 
plaints.  But,  after  he  had  remained  about  a 
fortnight  in  the  hofpital,  as  his  complaints  became 
daily  more  fevere,  he  applied  to  be  difmifTed,  and, 
about  eight  days  afterwards,  died  at  his  own  » 
houfe. 

Leave  was  obtained  for  examining  into  the 
nature  of  this  difeafe,  by  dilfeclion,  after  death. 
This  was  accordingly  done  by  two  ftudents  of 
medicine,  equally  aiftinguifhed  for  their  genius 
and  induftry,  Mr  Seguin  Henry  Jackfon  from 

London ; 
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London  ;  and  Mr  Samuel  Byam  A  thill  from 
Antigua.  The  former  of  thefe  gentlemen  had, 
with  great  humanity,  attended  this  patient  from 
the  time  that  he  left  the  hofpital  till  his  death  ; 
and  had  given  him  all  the  aid,  of  which  a  cafe  of 
fuch  a  defperate  nature  could  admit.  Doctor 
Duncan  was  alfo  prefent  at  the  diffe&ion. 

The  tumor  which  had  been  felt  during  his 
life,  was  found  to  be  a  very  confiderable  fchir- 
rous  fwelling  of  the  pylorus,  extending  about 
four  or  five  inches  on  the  ftomach.  It  had  re¬ 
ceived,  on  the  outfide,  a  deep  yellow  tinge  from 
the  bile.  In  the  cavity  of  the  ftomach,  befides  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  a  muddy  coloured  fluid 
refembling  chocolate,  which  had  no  fmell  of  foe- 
ces,  the  two  leaden  bullets  were  alfo  found. 
They  had  now  been  lodged  there  for  the  fpace 
of  two  months.  To  all  appearance,  they  were 
not  in  the  fmallefl  degree  changed,  unlefs,  per¬ 
haps,  in  colour  \  for  they  were  rather  of  a  more 
black  tinge  than  is  commonly  the  cafe* 

The  internal  furface  of  the  difeafed  part  had  a 
very  fungous  appearance,  and  the  adjoining 
parts  of  the  ftomach  were  rather  horny  or  car¬ 
tilaginous  than  mufcular.  The  paffage  between 
the  ftomach  and  inteftines  was  not  wider  than 

would 
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would  eafily  admit  an  ordinary  goofe-quill.  The 
bullets  could  be  pufhed  through  it  when  confi- 
derable  force  was  exerted.  But,  without  this, 

they  could  not  be  made  to  pafs. 

» 

This  affe&ion  of  the  ftomach  was  not  the  on« 
ly  morbid  appearance.  A  large  tumor  was  found 
lying  on  the  fpine.  It  was  about  four  inches  in 
length,  and  reached  upwards  to  the  diaphragm, 
being  in  fome  meafure  covered  by  its  crura. 
From  its  thicknefs  it  nearly  touched  the  cartilago 
enfiformis.  By  its  bulk  it  feemed  to  have  pufh¬ 
ed  the  diaphragm  fomewhat  higher,  and  the  fto¬ 
mach  rather  lower  than  natural. 

On  examination,  it  was  found  to  be  an  aneu- 
riftn  of  the  aorta  defcendens,  commencing  at  the 
diaphragm,  and  terminating  at  the  caeliac  artery. 
The  vertebrae  to  which  this  aneurifm  was  at¬ 
tached,  were  very  foft,  and  could  eafily  be  cut 
by  a  diffe&ing-knife,  where  the  attachment  took 
place. 

All  the  other  abdominal  and  thoracic  vifcera 
were  in  their  natural  llate,  except  the  heart, 
which  feemed  to  be  fmall.  The  two  morbid  parts 
mentioned  above,  were  given  to  Dr  Monro,  in 
whofe  poffefhon  they  now  are. 

We 
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*  *  *  * 

We  formerly  mentioned,  that  Dr  Duncan  had 
fet  on  foot  at  Edinburgh,  an  infiitution  for  gi¬ 
ving  ledtures  on  the  cafes  of  patients  fubjedted 
to  chronical  difeafes,  fomewhat  fimilar  to  the 
Collegium  Cafuale  at  Leyden.  This  infiitution 
has  furnifhed  him  with  fome  fmgular  cafes,  which 
it  is  his  intention  to  publifli  in  a  fhort  time. 
And,  to  each  cafe,  he  means  to  fubjoin  the  prin¬ 
cipal  remarks  which  he  offered,  with  refpedt  to  it, 
in  the  ledlure,  of  which  it  was  the  fubjedl. 

About  the  firfl  of  November,  he  will  begin  a 
courfe  of  ledtures  on  the  theory  and  practice  of 
medicine  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  another  courfe 
of  lectures  on  the  cafes  of  patients  fubjedled  to 
chronical  difeafes.  For  the  fubjedl  of  this  lafl 
courfe,  he  will  feledl  the  mo  ft  important  cafes  which 
are  treated  at  the  Difpenfary.  From  different 
confiderations,  he  was  formerly  induced  to  con¬ 
fine  the  cafe -ledtures  folely  to  thofe  who  were  his 
pupils  for  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine. 
Thofe,  however,  who  incline,  may,  hereafter, 
attend  the  cafe-ledtures  alone,  for  the  payment 
of  a  feparate  fee  ;  but  fuch  gentlemen  as  are  his 
pupils  for  the  theory  and  practice,  will  be  entitled. 
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as  before,  to  attend  the  cafede&ures,  without 
paying  any  other  fee  than  half  a  guinea,  as  me¬ 
dicine-money.  Every  If  udent  who  attends  the  cafe- 
ledlures  on  either  of  thefe  footings,  will  have 
the  liberty  of  attending  the  pra&ice  at  the  diipen- 
farv,  and  will  have  free  accefs  to  the  journals 
which  are  kept  at  that  charity,  containing  the 
cafes  of  the  patients,  and  the  fubfequent  reports. 

Dr  Duncan  has  lately  erected  a  building,  for 
the  convenience  of  his  clafs,  on  an  area  in  the 

neighbourhood  of  the  Surgeons  Hall,  and  imme- 

« 

diately  adjoining  to  the  hall  which  is  the  proper¬ 
ty  of  the  Medical  Society.  In  this  building,  which 
is  intended  for  a  medical  academy,  befides  a  co  n. 
modious  teaching-room,  there  are  feveral  other 
apartments  which  will  be  appropriated  to  the 
ufe  of  his  fludents  in  the  profecution  of  experi¬ 
mental  inquiries  on  medical  and  phiiofophical  fub» 
je&s. 

*  *  *  * 

A  new  edition  of  the  treatife  which  was  pu- 
blifhed  by  the  late  ingenious  Mr  John  Innes  of 
Edinburgh,  under  the  title  of  A  Dejcriptio  /  of 
the  Hitman  Mufcles ,  chiefly  as  they  appear  on  difl 
fedion^  will  foon  be  put  to  tne  prels.  Mr  innes, 
Voi,*  IV.  H  h  during 
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during  his  lifetime,  was  at  much  pains  in  making 
corredions,  improvements,  and  additions  to  this 
treatife.  All  thefe  will  be  introduced  into  the  e- 
dition  of  this  work  which  is  now  to  be  publifhedo 
And  it  will  add  not  a  little  to  the  merit  of  this 
work,  that  his  observations  have,  fince  his  death, 
been  fubjected  to  the  examination  of  a  juftly  ce- 
lebrated  anatomift,  from  a  careful  perufal  by 

whom  they  can  fuflain  no  injury. 

*  $ 

#  *  *  * 

\  • 

A  propofal  has  lately  been  fet  on  foot  for  e- 
ftabiifhing  a  public  difpenfary  at  Kelfo,  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  indigent.  A  plan  for  this  inftitution 
has  been  lately  printed,  and  difiributed  through 
the  bounds  to  which  it  is  intended  that  this  cha- 
rity  fhouid  extend.  It  is  propofed,  that  this  in¬ 
ftitution  ftiall  be  fupported  by  annual  fubferiptions 
from  thole  who  poffefs  ability  and  inclination  to 
do  ads  of  beneficence.  And,  as  thole  who  are 
the  principal  promoters  of  this  charity  are  not  on¬ 
ly  diftingulfhed  for  fuch  qualities,  but  alfo  by  their 
high  rank  in  life,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  that 
this  fcheme  will  be  carried  into  execution  in  the 
manner  molt  conducive  to  public  utility. 

Dr 

*  .  i 
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*  *  *  * 

Dr  John  Clarke  phyfician  in  Newcaftle,  and 
Mr  John  Anderfon  iurgeon  there,  have  lately 
opened  a  fubfcription  for  eftabliffnng  a  public 
difpenfary  at  Newcaftle,  lor  the  relief  of  the  indi- 

\  9  \ 

gent  when  fubjecled  to  thofe  difeafes  which,  by 
the  rules  of  the  Infirmary  at  that  place,  cannot 
be  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  that  charity.  Soon 
after  this  fcheme  was  fet  on  foot,  the  phyfidans 
of  the  Infirmary  opened  a  fubfcription  for  the  e- 
ftabiifhinent  of  a  fecond  Difpenfary,  to  anfwer 
the  fame  purpofe.  The  conteft  which  inuft  be 
thus  produced,  may  probably  be  the  means  of 
more  ample  proviiion  being  made  for  the  necef- 
fities  of  the  poor,  when  aftlifted  with  fickncfs, 
than  would  otherwife  be  the  cafe. 

*  *  *  * 

An  Infirmary  is  now  building  in  the  town  of 
Dumfries,  which  cannot  fail  to  be  a  great  bleffing 
to  the  indigent  in  that  neighbourhood.  When 
it  is  confidered  that  no  charity  can  be  more  con¬ 
ducive  to  public  utility  than  the  affording  relief 
to  the  dffeafed,  how  much  is  it  to  be  wifhed  that 
eflabhfhments  of  a  fhnilar  nature  took  place  in 

H  h  2  everv 
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every  quarter  ?  And  it  is  probable,  that  proper 
exertions  from  pra&itioners  in  medicine  might 
be  the  means  of  producing,  every  where,  chari¬ 
table  inftitutions  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  Tick- 
nefs.  'Wherever  there  is  fufficient  employment 
for  a  regular  pra&itioner  among  the  opulent  in¬ 
habitants  of  any  country,  it  can  hardly  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  that  a  fund  might  be  coilc&ed,  if  not  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Tick  poor,  at  leaft,  for  Apply¬ 
ing  them  with  medicines,  without  incurring  an 
expence  which  they  are  little  able  to  defray, 

*  #  * 

Dr  Daniel  Rutherford  and  Dr  James  Gregory 
have  lately  been  admitted  fellows  of  the  Royal 
College  of  phyficians  in  Edinburgh;  as  have 
Mr  James  Ruffel,  Mr  John  Sheils,  and  Mr  Wil¬ 
liam  Rae,  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  at  that 
place. 
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TREATISE  on  the  management  of  preg- 

i  :  *  • 

nant  and  lying-in  women,  and  the  means 

— ■  *  •  4  -  *  .  f  ;  •  •  -  ■*  1  .  .  :  i  .  i  < 

of  curing,  but  more  efpecially  of  preventing,  the 
principal  diforders  to  which  they  are  liable,  &c. 
The  fecond  edition,  revifed  and  enlarged.  By 
Charles  White,  F.  R.  S.  &c.  8vo.  London. 

.  j  4 

Practical  obfervations  on  the  cure  of  the  hedhc 

1  '■  :  1  ;  y*  r j  v * 

and  flow  fevers,  and  the  pulmonary  confumption  t 

■W  ..  <  -  .  ' 

To  which  is  added,  a  method  of  treating  feveral 
kinds  of  internal  haemorrhages.  By  Mofes  Grif¬ 
fith,  M.  D,  8vo,  London. 

An  examination  of  a  charge  brought  againft 
inoculation.  By  De  Haen,  Raft,  Dimfdale,  and 

other 
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other  writers.  By  John  Watkinfon,  M.  D.  8vo, 
London. 

Medical  inflruclions  towards  the  prevention 

\  /  %  \ 

and  cure  of  chronic  or  flow  difeafes  peculiar  to 
women,  &c.  By  John  Leake,  M.  D.  member 
of  the  Royal  college  of  phyficians  London,  and 
phyfician  to  the  Weftminfler  lying-in  hofpital. 
Svo,  London. 

O ratio  de  re  medica  cognofcenda  et  promo- 
venda.  Habita  apud  focietatem  medicam  Lon- 
dinenfeni  die  18.  Januarii,  anno  1777.  Auc- 
tore  Nathanaile  Jlukne,  M«  D.  Cui  acceffit  via 
tuta  et  jucunda,  calculmh  foivendi  in  vefica  uri¬ 
naria  inhaerentem,  ab  hiiloria  calculofi  hominis 
confinnata.  §vo5  London. 

Experimental  inquiries,  part  third.  ,  Contain¬ 
ing  a  defeription  of  the  red  particles  of  the  blood 
in  the  human  fubjedf,  and  in  other  animals  *?  with 
an  account  of  the  ftru&ure  and  offices  of  the 
lymphatic  glands,  of  the  thymus  gland,  and  of 
the  fpieen  ;  being  the  remaining  part  of  the  ob- 
fervations  and  experiments  of  the  late  Mr  Wil¬ 
liam  Hewfon,  F.  R.  S.  By  Magnus  Falconer 
Surgeon  and  teacher  of  anatomy,  8vo,  Lon¬ 
don. 
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Beauties  of  natural  hiftory  ;  or  elements  or 
Zoography,  illuflrated  by  a  great  variety  of  cop¬ 
perplates.  1  2Uio,  London. 

A  treatife  on  the  ufe  and  abufe  of  mineral  wa¬ 
ters.  By  Hugh  Smith,  M.  D.  8vq,  l  ondoti. 

A  methodical  introduction  to  the  theory  and 
praCtice  of  the  art  of  medicine.  The  fecond  e- 
dition  enlarged  and  corrected.  By  David 
M4Bride,  M.  D.  2  vols,  8vo,  Dublin. 

Difcours  fur  quelques  opinions  du  public,  con- 
cernant  la  medecine  prononce  au  inois  de  mars 
177 6  devant  le  college  des  medecins  de  Limoges  ; 
par  M.  Royer  aggrege  a  ce  college^  et  doCteur 
de  la  faculte  de  medecine  de  Montpellier.  1 2010, 
Limoges. 

Eloge  hiftorique  de  M.  Vernage  ;  par  M.  Ma« 
loet,  doCteur  regent  de  la  faculte  de  medecine 
de  Paris,  premier  medecin  de  Madame  ViCtoire 
et  de  Madame  Sophie.  8vo,  Paris. 

Memoires  fur  les  diffolvants  de  la  pierre,  avec 
quelques  problemes  dechymie,  par  M.  Duhauine 
doCteur  en  medecine.  4to,  Paris. 

Experiences  et  reflexions  relatives  a  Panalvfe 
du  bled  et  des  farines,  par  M.  Parmcntier,  pen* 

fionnaire 
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fionnaire  du  Roi,  maitre  en  pharmacie,  de 
Pacademie  royale  des  fciences,  belles  lettres,  &c» 
de  Rouen.  8vo,  Paris. 

Les  oracles  de  Cos,  ouvrage  intereflfant  pour 
les  jeunes  medecins,  utile  aux  chirurgiens,  cures, 
et  autres  ayant  charge  d’ames,  et  curieux  pour 
tout  Iedeur  capable  d’une  attention  raifonnable  ; 
par  M.  y^ubre,  M  D.  confeiller  medecin  ordi¬ 
naire  du  Roi,  intendant  des  eaux  minerals  de 
Luxeuil.  8vo,  Paris. 

Flora  Parifienfis,  ou  defcriptions  et  figures  de 
toutes  les  plantes  qui  croiffent  aux  environs  de 
Paris.  8vo,  Paris. 

De  pierres  precieufes  et  des  pierres  fines,  a« 
vec  les  moyens  de  ies  connoitre  et  de  les  evalu- 
er  ;  par  Dulens  de  la  fociete  royale  de  Londres, 
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